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Ex officio cancellation in Quebec: causes,
notices and 2026 fees
Ex officio cancellation is the power of the Quebec Enterprise Registrar (REQ) to cancel, on its own initiative,
the registration of a business that fails to meet certain legal obligations (www.quebec.ca). Failure to file two
consecutive annual updating declarations is a breach expressly covered by section 59 of the Act respecting
the legal publicity of enterprises (LPLE, CQLR c. P-44.1) (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), a rule also confirmed
by the law firm Stein Monast in its communications to business clients (steinmonast.ca). A second cause
stems from section 73 of the same Act, which gives any business served with a demand by the Registrar 60
days to remedy a breach before its registration is cancelled (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

The most serious legal consequence affects business corporations and other legal persons constituted in
Quebec: cancellation of their registration automatically results in their dissolution
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca) (www.scriptalegal.com). A Quebec notary sums it up plainly: a corporation
whose registration is cancelled ex officio for failing to file its annual declarations loses its legal capacity to enter
into contracts (www.lrvnotaires.com), even though, in practice, a business whose registration has been
cancelled often continues to operate and sign contracts (batiscore.ca).

As for fees, the official REQ fee schedule in effect since January 1, 2026 sets the fee for revoking an ex officio
cancellation at $134.00 CAD for regular processing or $201.00 CAD for priority processing, for all types of
businesses subject to the Act (www.quebec.ca) (cdn-contenu.quebec.ca), a revocation that, according to Stein
Monast, has the effect of reviving the corporation whose registration was previously cancelled
(steinmonast.ca) while allowing it to retain its original Quebec enterprise number (NEQ)
(www.scriptalegal.com).

To avoid cancellation, a business must file its annual updating declaration every year and update any
information, including its head office address, within 30 days of a change (www.quebec.ca). The head office
must correspond to a real location in Quebec: a post office box alone is never accepted as a professional
address (www.quebec.ca), which leads many entrepreneurs to use business address services or physical
office spaces. 2727 Coworking, in Montreal, for example, offers shared workstations starting at $300 per
month, included in a membership rather than billed by the hour (2727coworking.com).

Across the register, Quebec had 1,024,273 active businesses in December 2025 (statistique.quebec.ca), and
La Presse reported in 2021 that the corporate transparency legislation aims to make public the names of the
natural persons who are the ultimate beneficiaries of the 920,000 businesses listed in the register
(www.lapresse.ca), a figure since surpassed by the register's continued growth. Case law confirms that
dissolution resulting from cancellation is not necessarily final: in Ménard c. Arseneau (2018 QCCS 427), the
Superior Court noted that a corporation dissolved for failing to file annual declarations could be revived at any
time (www.abondroit.com). This report details the legal grounds, current fees, reinstatement options and
practical strategies, including head office management, that Quebec entrepreneurs can use to avoid or remedy
an ex officio cancellation.
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Introduction and context
Quebec entrepreneurs may discover that their business has been struck from the enterprise register without
having received or noticed a notice concerning their situation. This is not an isolated phenomenon: the Quebec
Enterprise Registrar (REQ), which administers a register with more than one million active businesses
(statistique.quebec.ca) and where more than 250,000 new businesses register each year (t2inc.ca),
periodically conducts cancellation campaigns targeting businesses that have accumulated administrative
breaches, whether unpaid annual declarations or, more recently, failure to declare their ultimate beneficiaries
(www.complicecomptable.com).

“Ex officio cancellation” refers specifically to the Registrar's power to cancel, on its own initiative and without a
request from the business, the registration of a business that does not meet its legal obligations. This
procedure is clearly distinct from “voluntary dissolution” or “cancellation on request”, which are initiated by the
owners or directors themselves when they decide to close their business. Understanding this distinction is
essential, because the legal consequences, time limits and remedies differ considerably depending on the
scenario.

The issue goes beyond a simple administrative formality. For a business corporation constituted in Quebec, ex
officio cancellation automatically results in its dissolution (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), which can jeopardize
access to corporate bank accounts and expose directors or shareholders to personal liability in certain
circumstances (www.entreprisesquebecoises.com). Yet the law also provides corrective mechanisms,
including revocation of cancellation and revival, that often allow a business to return to good standing without
having to start over from scratch.

This analytical report provides comprehensive answers to the questions asked by Quebec entrepreneurs,
accountants and legal advisers facing an ex officio cancellation or seeking to prevent one: what are the precise
legal grounds, what is the cancellation notice process, what are the Registrar's current fees, how do
cancellation and voluntary dissolution differ, how can reinstatement be obtained, and how should the head
office address be managed to prevent official mail from being lost? The analysis draws on legislation in force,
official Quebec government pages, published fee schedules, available case law, and analyses by Quebec law
firms, notaries and accountants specializing in business law, with all data dated July 31, 2026.

What is ex officio cancellation: definitions and legal grounds
Ex officio cancellation is a unilateral act by the Quebec Enterprise Registrar: if a business fails to meet certain
obligations, the Registrar may cancel its registration ex officio, without any request from the business being
necessary (www.quebec.ca). The term “ex officio” literally means that the action is taken by the authority itself,
on its own initiative, as opposed to a cancellation voluntarily requested by the business (“cancellation on
request”).

The legal basis is found primarily in section 59 of the Act respecting the legal publicity of enterprises
(LPLE, CQLR c. P-44.1), which provides that the Registrar may cancel ex officio the registration of a registrant
that has failed to file its updating declarations for two consecutive years (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). The
law firm Stein Monast confirms the same rule in its client advisories: any corporation that fails to file two
consecutive annual updating declarations, or fails to comply with a demand from the Registrar within 60 days,
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may have its registration cancelled ex officio (steinmonast.ca). Section 45 of the same Act requires every
registered business to file, once a year, an updating declaration confirming or correcting the information
concerning it in the register (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

A second, distinct basis stems from section 73 LPLE: when the Registrar identifies any breach of the Act, it
may require the business to correct the situation, and the business must remedy its failure within 60 days of
the Registrar's demand (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). A third, less common case falls under section 20 LPLE:
if the registrant fails to comply with a demand to change its name within 60 days, the Registrar may cancel its
registration (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). The firm Norton Rose Fulbright also points out that a registrant that
does not comply with the LPLE's corporate transparency obligations may face both a fine and cancellation of
its registration (www.nortonrosefulbright.com).

Three categories of entities subject to slightly different rules must be distinguished: natural persons operating
a sole proprietorship, partnerships (general partnerships, limited partnerships) and legal persons (business
corporations, non-profit organizations, cooperatives). The ex officio cancellation mechanism applies to all
these categories, but only the cancellation of the registration of a legal person constituted in Quebec results in
automatic dissolution under the Act; cancellation of the registration of a sole proprietorship or partnership
simply removes its registration from the register, without dissolving a separate legal entity, since these forms
generally do not have their own legal personality.

Causes of ex officio cancellation
In practice, several breaches expose a Quebec business to ex officio cancellation. One is failure to file two
consecutive annual updating declarations. This declaration, which confirms or updates the information in
the register, must be filed every year, whether or not the business has changes to make, and any business that
fails to do so two years in a row could have its registration cancelled ex officio (www.quebec.ca).

The second factor, distinct but often related to the first, is failure to comply with a formal demand from the
Registrar made under section 73 LPLE, within the required 60-day period (www.quebec.ca). Since the new
corporate transparency obligations came into force, this mechanism has notably been used, as early as 2026,
to cancel the registration of businesses that had still not declared their ultimate beneficiaries despite repeated
reminders, resulting in the loss of their Quebec enterprise number (www.complicecomptable.com). Compliance
enforcement is also tightening on other fronts: Radio-Canada reported in 2025 that a business filing a false or
misleading declaration or other document in the register faces a fine of at least $500 and at most $5,000 if it is
a natural person, and at least $1,000 and at most $10,000 in other cases (ici.radio-canada.ca). A columnist for
Le Devoir also noted that, as of March 1, 2024, the Quebec Enterprise Registrar requires those responsible for
legal persons to request their directors' driver's licences to verify their identities (www.ledevoir.com), another
example of the growing number of administrative obligations that, if not met, can indirectly lead to cancellation.

A third factor, less often discussed but just as decisive in practice, concerns an invalid or outdated address.
The Registrar communicates almost exclusively through the register: if the declared professional address or
home address is no longer accurate, notices, including the notice preceding a cancellation, may simply never
reach the business. A business must update its information within 30 days of any change, including a move
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(www.quebec.ca), and if the declared professional address becomes invalid, the business must correct it within
30 days of a demand from the Registrar, failing which the home address of the person concerned will be
published by default (www.quebec.ca).

A historically active business can therefore have its registration cancelled without ever actively “doing anything
wrong”; it is often an accumulation of administrative silence, compounded by an outdated mailing address, that
triggers the mechanism. As early as 2014, the Registrar also conducted mass cancellation campaigns against
businesses that had failed to file two consecutive annual updating declarations, publishing lists of businesses
in default before proceeding with cancellation (malekavocat.com). The Registrar may apply this mechanism
when a business fails to meet the obligations set out in the Act. However, none of the official sources consulted
confirms a cancellation campaign conducted in 2026 specifically for failure to declare ultimate beneficiaries.

The process: cancellation notices and statutory time limits
The formal process generally begins with a demand for compliance issued under section 73 LPLE: the
Registrar notifies the business of the identified breach and gives it 60 days to remedy it, expressly stating that
cancellation is possible if the business does not comply (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). Historically, this
procedure takes the form of a list of businesses in default published through the Registrar's official
communication channels, as documented during campaigns directed at professionals authorized to act before
the register (malekavocat.com).

If the business does not respond within the allotted time, the Registrar proceeds with cancellation and sends a
cancellation notice. This official document is sent to every business whose registration has been cancelled
ex officio and confirms the ex officio cancellation of that business's registration (www.quebec.ca). The notice
confirms that cancellation has already occurred. It is important to monitor filing obligations and any demand
from the Registrar, but the official source does not present the demand for compliance under section 73 as a
warning sent 60 days before every cancellation (Gouvernement du Québec).

Once cancellation takes effect, the business, if it is a legal person constituted in Quebec, is deemed dissolved
under section 59 LPLE (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), but it is still deemed to retain its existence so that penal
proceedings for an offence under the Act may be instituted, or so that any ongoing judicial or administrative
proceedings may be completed (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). This legal fiction prevents a business from
escaping its legal responsibilities simply by ceasing to file its annual declarations.

Table 1 below summarizes the key statutory time limits in the life cycle of an ex officio cancellation, from the
first breach to revocation remedies, as established by the LPLE, the Business Corporations Act (LSA, CQLR c.
S-31.1) and the Registrar's official pages.

Step or obligation Statutory time limit Legal or official source

Response to a demand for compliance from the Registrar (s.
73 LPLE) before possible cancellation

60 days after the
demand

S. 73 LPLE
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca)

Response to a demand to change a name before possible
cancellation (s. 20 LPLE)

60 days after the
demand

S. 20 LPLE
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca)
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https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/mettre-a-jour-informations/declaration-mise-a-jour#:~:text=l%27obligation%20de%20mettre%20%C3%A0%20jour%20les%20informations%20la%20concernant%20dans%20les%2030%20jours%20suivant%20la%20date%20o%C3%B9%20survient%20un%20changement
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/nouvelles-obligations-transparence/adresse-professionnelle#:~:text=l%27entreprise%20doit%20mettre%20%C3%A0%20jour%20l%27information%20dans%20les%2030jours%20suivants%20la%20demande%20faite%20par%20le%20Registraire%20des%20entreprises
https://malekavocat.com/blog/2014/12/radiation-entreprises-req/#:~:text=nous%20poursuivons%20le%20processus%20de%20radiation%20d%27office%20de%20l%27immatriculation%20des%20entreprises%20qui%20ont%20omis%20de%20produire%20deux%20d%C3%A9clarations%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20cons%C3%A9cutives
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/p-44.1#:~:text=que%20l%27immatriculation%20de%20l%27assujetti%20pourra%20%C3%AAtre%20radi%C3%A9e%20s%27il%20ne%20s%27y%20conforme%20pas
https://malekavocat.com/blog/2014/12/radiation-entreprises-req/#:~:text=leur%20immatriculation%20pourrait%20%C3%AAtre%20radi%C3%A9e%20d%27office.%20Dans%20le%20cas%20des%20personnes%20morales%20constitu%C3%A9es%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%2C%20la%20radiation%20d%27office%20a%20pour%20cons%C3%A9quence%20de%20dissoudre%20l%27entreprise
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/fermer-vendre-entreprise/radiation-office#:~:text=Un%20avis%20de%20radiation%20est%20exp%C3%A9di%C3%A9%20%C3%A0%20toute%20entreprise%20qui%20a%20%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20radi%C3%A9e%20d%27office
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/fermer-vendre-entreprise/radiation-office
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/p-44.1#:~:text=La%20radiation%20de%20l%27immatriculation%20d%27une%20personne%20morale%20constitu%C3%A9e%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20emporte%20sa%20dissolution
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/p-44.1#:~:text=r%C3%A9put%C3%A9e%20conserver%20son%20existence%20afin%20qu%27une%20poursuite%20p%C3%A9nale%20pour%20une%20infraction%20%C3%A0%20la%20pr%C3%A9sente%20loi%20soit%20intent%C3%A9e
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/p-44.1#:~:text=est%20tenu%20de%20rem%C3%A9dier%20%C3%A0%20son%20d%C3%A9faut%20dans%20les%2060%20jours%20de%20la%20demande%20faite%20par%20le%20registraire
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/p-44.1#:~:text=%C3%80%20d%C3%A9faut%20par%20l%27assujetti%20de%20se%20conformer%20%C3%A0%20la%20demande%20dans%20les%2060%20jours%20de%20celle-ci%2C%20le%20registraire%20peut%2C%20selon%20le%20cas%3A%201%C2%B0%20radier%20son%20immatriculation


Step or obligation Statutory time limit Legal or official source

Filing the annual updating declaration (sole proprietorship,
partnership)

January 1 to June 15 Quebec.ca, annual declaration
(www.quebec.ca)

Filing the annual updating declaration (legal person,
association)

May 15 to November 15 Quebec.ca, annual declaration
(www.quebec.ca)

Updating any information (including the address) after a change 30 days after the change Quebec.ca, updating declaration
(www.quebec.ca)

Proceedings against a dissolved corporation (LSA, without
revival)

3 years after dissolution S. 306 LSA
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca)

Liquidation of a dissolved partnership before transfer of
property to the State

5 years after the
dissolution notice is filed

Unclaimed Property Act, B-5.1
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca)

This table highlights a frequently misunderstood point: none of these official time limits directly corresponds to
a fixed general deadline for requesting reinstatement itself. The Registrar's official pages on re-registration and
revocation of cancellation do not mention an explicit maximum time limit after which reinstatement would
become impossible for most legal forms; however, the three-year window for instituting new judicial
proceedings against a dissolved corporation, provided for by the LSA, clearly illustrates that the law closely
regulates the period during which third parties' rights remain enforceable against a business whose registration
has been cancelled.

Legal and practical consequences of cancellation
The most fundamental consequence affects legal persons constituted in Quebec: cancellation of their
registration results in their dissolution by operation of law (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). Under the Business
Corporations Act, a business corporation ceases to exist as of the date and, where applicable, the time shown
on its certificate of dissolution (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). A Quebec notary, Me Marie-Claude Lavoie,
describes the practical effect of this dissolution for her firm's clients: a corporation whose registration is
cancelled ex officio for failing to file its annual declarations loses its legal capacity to enter into contracts,
creating immediate complications with suppliers, government bodies and clients (www.lrvnotaires.com).
Despite this legal cessation, the corporation remains a party to any judicial or administrative proceedings
already underway, and any new proceedings may be instituted against it within three years of its dissolution
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

Operationally, a business whose registration has been cancelled can often continue to operate and sign
contracts despite its status in the register (batiscore.ca), but in practice it faces serious complications: difficulty
opening bank accounts, obtaining loans or corporate cards (www.complicecomptable.com), as well as
ineligibility for public contracts requiring an active NEQ. An article aimed at entrepreneurs bluntly summarizes
the issue: neglecting obligations to the Registrar is a decision that can freeze a business's bank accounts and
make its officers personally liable for the corporation's debts (www.entreprisesquebecoises.com).
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https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/mettre-a-jour-informations/declaration-mise-a-jour/annuelle#:~:text=1er%20janvier%20au%2015%20juin
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/mettre-a-jour-informations/declaration-mise-a-jour/annuelle#:~:text=15%20mai%20au%2015%20novembre
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/mettre-a-jour-informations/declaration-mise-a-jour#:~:text=l%27obligation%20de%20mettre%20%C3%A0%20jour%20les%20informations%20la%20concernant%20dans%20les%2030%20jours%20suivant%20la%20date%20o%C3%B9%20survient%20un%20changement
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/s-31.1#:~:text=toute%20nouvelle%20proc%C3%A9dure%20peut%20%C3%AAtre%20engag%C3%A9e%20contre%20elle%20dans%20les%20trois%20ans%20suivant%20sa%20dissolution
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/B-5.1#:~:text=lorsque%2C%20dans%20le%20cas%20d%27une%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%2C%20sa%20liquidation%20n%27est%20pas%20termin%C3%A9e%20dans%20les%20cinq%20ans%20qui%20suivent%20le%20d%C3%A9p%C3%B4t%20de%20l%27avis%20de%20dissolution%20de%20la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/P-44.1?code=se%3A59#:~:text=La%20radiation%20de%20l%27immatriculation%20d%27une%20personne%20morale%20constitu%C3%A9e%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20emporte%20sa%20dissolution
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/s-31.1#:~:text=La%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20cesse%20d%27exister%20%C3%A0%20compter%20de%20la%20date%20et%2C%20le%20cas%20%C3%A9ch%C3%A9ant%2C%20de%20l%27heure%20figurant%20sur%20le%20certificat%20de%20dissolution
https://www.lrvnotaires.com/votre-societe-est-elle-a-risque-d-une-radiation-sans-votre-consentement/#:~:text=elle%20perd%20sa%20capacit%C3%A9%20juridique%20de%20contracter
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/s-31.1#:~:text=toute%20nouvelle%20proc%C3%A9dure%20peut%20%C3%AAtre%20engag%C3%A9e%20contre%20elle%20dans%20les%20trois%20ans%20suivant%20sa%20dissolution
https://batiscore.ca/verifier-entrepreneur-quebec/#:~:text=Une%20entreprise%20radi%C3%A9e%20au%20Registre%20des%20entreprises%20peut%20continuer%20%C3%A0%20op%C3%A9rer%20et%20%C3%A0%20signer%20des%20contrats
https://www.complicecomptable.com/beneficiaires-ultimes-req/#:~:text=Complications%20bancaires%20%28ouverture%20de%20comptes%2C%20pr%C3%AAts%2C%20cartes%20corporatives%29
https://www.entreprisesquebecoises.com/comment-naviguer-le-registraire-des-entreprises-req-pour-garder-votre-statut-actif-et-eviter-la-radiation/#:~:text=c%27est%20une%20d%C3%A9cision%20qui%20peut%20geler%20vos%20comptes%20bancaires%20et%20vous%20rendre%20personnellement%20responsable%20des%20dettes%20de%20l%27entreprise


The personal liability of officers deserves particular attention. When a corporation with a sole shareholder is
dissolved (whether voluntarily or through cancellation) by that shareholder's declaration, its rights and
obligations become those of the shareholder, who becomes a party to any judicial or administrative
proceedings to which the corporation was a party (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). In commenting on a 2014
decision, a Quebec law firm also emphasizes that revival must not allow a sole shareholder to dissolve a
corporation and then evade obligations to creditors (www.sblavocats.com). A creditor harmed by a dissolution
declared in similar circumstances may also ask the court to declare that dissolution unenforceable against the
creditor (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

As for the dissolved business's property, the Unclaimed Property Act (CQLR c. B-5.1) provides that the
Minister of Revenue acts as provisional administrator of a dissolved legal person's property, subject to the Civil
Code provisions concerning the dissolution and liquidation of legal persons (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). A
Quebec notary also warns that a corporation dissolved for non-compliance that owned property may need to
budget several thousand dollars in administration fees, as well as considerable delays, to recover it once the
corporation has been revived (www.lrvnotaires.com). Directors overseeing a dissolution or liquidation also
remain exposed to personal liability for unremitted source deductions, and a business corporation's accounting
and tax records must be retained for a minimum of six years following its dissolution (levesquelavoie.com).

Ex officio cancellation and voluntary dissolution: essential
distinctions
It is essential to distinguish ex officio cancellation from the voluntary dissolution of a business corporation, a
process initiated by the owners themselves when they wish to cease operations in an orderly manner. A
Quebec legal firm summarizes the fundamental difference: administrative dissolution (which it equates with ex
officio cancellation) occurs when a corporation fails to meet its legal obligations and the Registrar dissolves it
ex officio, without a request from shareholders or directors, ending the corporation's legal existence, often
without its affairs having been properly wound up (levesquelavoie.com).

By contrast, a properly conducted voluntary dissolution requires a business in good standing: the accounting
firm BDO Canada specifies that a corporation may be voluntarily dissolved only if it can discharge all its debts
and obligations and holds no assets at the time of liquidation, with bankruptcy remaining the only formal option
otherwise (debtsolutions.bdo.ca). Raymond Chabot, a well-established Quebec accounting firm, reminds
entrepreneurs that there are several distinct options for closing a business: cessation of operations, liquidation,
dissolution or bankruptcy, each with its own tax and legal implications (www.raymondchabot.com), with the
final step of a properly conducted voluntary liquidation being judicial dissolution, where the business is officially
dissolved and struck from the registers in a planned manner (www.raymondchabot.com). As for fees, an
application for voluntary dissolution, including the act of dissolution, is free with regular processing for a for-
profit legal person, with a priority option at $53.00 (cdn-contenu.quebec.ca). The online tax service T2inc.ca
notes that, once its tax obligations have been fulfilled, the business must formalize its dissolution with the
Quebec Enterprise Registrar (t2inc.ca), and highlights a common pitfall: it is essential that the business remain
registered at the very moment it files its declaration of liquidation, otherwise the process fails (t2inc.ca).
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https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/s-31.1#:~:text=ses%20droits%20et%20obligations%20deviennent%20ceux%20de%20l%27actionnaire%20et%20celui-ci%20devient%20partie%20%C3%A0%20toute%20proc%C3%A9dure%20judiciaire%20ou%20administrative
https://www.sblavocats.com/la-dissolution-volontaire-dune-societe-par-actions-et-la-responsabilite-de-lactionnaire/#:~:text=la%20reconstitution%20ne%20doit%20pas%20permettre%20%C3%A0%20un%20actionnaire%20unique%20de%20dissoudre%20une%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/s-31.1#:~:text=peut%20demander%20au%20tribunal%20de%20d%C3%A9clarer%20cette%20dissolution%20inopposable%20%C3%A0%20son%20%C3%A9gard
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/B-5.1#:~:text=les%20biens%20d%27une%20personne%20morale%20dissoute%2C%20sous%20r%C3%A9serve%20des%20dispositions%20du%20Code%20civil%20relatives%20%C3%A0%20la%20dissolution%20et%20%C3%A0%20la%20liquidation%20des%20personnes%20morales
https://www.lrvnotaires.com/votre-societe-est-elle-a-risque-d-une-radiation-sans-votre-consentement/#:~:text=Il%20faudra%20alors%20pr%C3%A9voir%20quelques%20milliers%20de%20dollars%20en%20frais%20d%27administration
https://levesquelavoie.com/les-etapes-et-obligations-liees-a-la-dissolution-dune-societe-par-actions/#:~:text=les%20documents%20comptables%20et%20fiscaux%20d%27une%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20par%20actions%20doivent%20%C3%AAtre%20conserv%C3%A9s%20pendant%20une%20p%C3%A9riode%20minimale%20de%20six%20%286%29%20ans%20suite%20%C3%A0%20sa%20dissolution
https://levesquelavoie.com/les-etapes-et-obligations-liees-a-la-dissolution-dune-societe-par-actions/#:~:text=Cette%20forme%20de%20dissolution%20entra%C3%AEne%20la%20fin%20de%20l%27existence%20juridique%20de%20la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%2C%20souvent%20sans%20que%20ses%20affaires%20aient%20%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20correctement%20liquid%C3%A9es
https://debtsolutions.bdo.ca/fr-ca/liquidation-dune-entreprise/#:~:text=l%27entreprise%20doit%20absolument%20pouvoir%20s%27acquitter%20de%20toutes%20ses%20dettes%20et%20obligations%20et%20ne%20d%C3%A9tenir%20aucun%20actif%20au%20moment%20de%20la%20liquidation
https://www.raymondchabot.com/fr/articles-et-conseils/petites-entreprises/fermeture-entreprise/#:~:text=Il%20existe%20d%27ailleurs%20plusieurs%20solutions%20pour%20le%20faire%20%3A%20la%20cessation%2C%20la%20liquidation%2C%20la%20dissolution%2C%20la%20faillite
https://www.raymondchabot.com/fr/entreprise/solutions/liquidation-volontaire/#:~:text=Dissolution%20judiciaire%20%3A%20l%27entreprise%20est%20officiellement%20dissoute%20et%20radi%C3%A9e%20des%20registres
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Demande%20de%20dissolution%20%28y%20compris%20l%E2%80%99acte%20de%20dissolution%29%20Gratuit53%2C00Gratuit20%2C50
https://t2inc.ca/fr/blog/fermer-son-entreprise-fiscalite#:~:text=Une%20fois%20les%20obligations%20fiscales%20compl%C3%A9t%C3%A9es%2C%20vous%20devez%20officialiser%20la%20dissolution%20aupr%C3%A8s%20du%20Registraire%20des%20entreprises%20du%20Qu%C3%A9bec
https://t2inc.ca/fr/blog/fermer-son-entreprise-fiscalite#:~:text=il%20est%20essentiel%20que%20l%27entreprise%20reste%20immatricul%C3%A9e%20au%20registre%20des%20entreprises%20au%20moment%20de%20cette%20d%C3%A9claration


A law firm specifies that proceedings may be instituted against a dissolved corporation, but only if they are
instituted within three years of the corporation's dissolution (www.groupetcj.ca). The same analysis highlights a
crucial point for shareholder protection: when a corporation is revived to allow proceedings to be brought, its
shareholders' liability remains limited to the value of the liquidation surplus they received upon dissolution;
however, if the corporation was dissolved by a sole shareholder's declaration, that shareholder's liability will be
unlimited (www.groupetcj.ca).

In case law, the decision in Quadrangle Consulting Inc. c. Agence du revenu du Québec (2014 QCCA 1297)
illustrates the limits of the argument that a dissolved corporation is “unable to act”: the Court of Appeal held
that the sole director had himself placed Quadrangle in a position where it was unable to act by choosing to
dissolve it voluntarily, and could not then invoke that same inability to suspend a tax limitation period
(www.abondroit.com).

Reinstatement: revocation of cancellation, re-registration and
revival
The general term “reinstatement” actually covers four distinct procedures in Quebec: re-registration, revival
of a Quebec business corporation, resumption of existence of a legal person and revocation of an ex officio
cancellation. The right choice depends on the business's legal form and the reason its registration was
cancelled; “reinstatement” is not a single procedure in the Registrar's official terminology (www.quebec.ca).
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https://www.groupetcj.ca/actualites/719-recours-contre-une-societe-dissoute-suivant-lachat-dun-immeuble-affecte-dun-vice-cache.html#:~:text=Oui%2C%20mais%20seulement%20dans%20la%20mesure%20o%C3%B9%20le%20recours%20est%20intent%C3%A9%20dans%20les%20trois%20%283%29%20ans%20suivant%20la%20dissolution%20de%20la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9
https://www.groupetcj.ca/actualites/719-recours-contre-une-societe-dissoute-suivant-lachat-dun-immeuble-affecte-dun-vice-cache.html#:~:text=la%20responsabilit%C3%A9%20de%20ce%20dernier%20sera%20sans%20limite
http://www.abondroit.com/2014/07/la-compagnie-volontairement-dissoute.html#:~:text=l%27administrateur%20unique%20pla%C3%A7ait%20lui-m%C3%AAme%20Quadrangle%20dans%20une%20impossibilit%C3%A9%20d%27agir
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/reprendre-activites-entreprise


The first, revocation of cancellation, is available to any business whose registration has been cancelled ex
officio and that wishes to resume operations. To do so, the business must file an application for revocation of
cancellation, accompanied by an annual updating declaration for each year for which it did not file one
(www.quebec.ca). Stein Monast describes the effect of this procedure in vivid terms: revocation of cancellation
has the effect of reviving the corporation whose registration was previously cancelled (steinmonast.ca). Once
revocation is granted, the business's registration is deemed never to have been cancelled, and the legal
person constituted in Quebec is deemed never to have been dissolved, subject to rights acquired by third
parties (www.quebec.ca). An online legal service confirms that the corporation will then retain the same NEQ it
had before cancellation (www.scriptalegal.com). An interested third party, such as a creditor, may also submit
such an application using official form RE-701, but if that party fails to inform the Registrar of any changes, the
situation could again result, without prior notice, in ex officio cancellation of the business's registration.

The second option, re-registration, applies only to certain legal forms without complex legal personality:
natural persons operating a sole proprietorship under their own name, unregistered undeclared partnerships
and certain registered groups may re-register in the enterprise register at any time (www.quebec.ca), with fees
identical to those for an initial declaration of registration. However, business corporations, non-profit
organizations constituted under Part III of the Companies Act, religious corporations and syndicates of co-
ownership cannot use this simplified option; they must go through revocation of cancellation or, where
applicable, revival.

The third option, revival (or “resumption of existence”), applies to business corporations already dissolved in
the cases provided for by the Business Corporations Act. A revived corporation retains its original NEQ and,
subject to rights acquired by third parties after dissolution, is deemed never to have been dissolved
(www.quebec.ca). This often little-known possibility proved decisive in Ménard c. Arseneau (2018 QCCS 427),
where the Superior Court of Quebec refused to consider that a corporation already administratively dissolved
for failing to file annual declarations was outside the litigation, since the corporation may be revived at any time
(www.abondroit.com).

A lawyer practising business law notes that no law requires a lawyer's involvement for initial incorporation in
Quebec, as anyone may file their articles directly with the Registrar (www.prontolegal.ca), but adds that
correcting an improperly established structure, including bringing missing REQ declarations up to date,
generally requires more time and professional fees than if the structure had been properly established from the
outset (www.prontolegal.ca), an argument professionals often invoke in favour of obtaining assistance at the
revocation-of-cancellation stage rather than afterwards.

Enterprise Registrar fees for cancellation and related procedures
The Registrar's official fee schedule, published under reference RE-101 and in effect since January 1, 2026,
sets different amounts depending on the procedure and type of business (www.quebec.ca). These fees are not
taxable (cdn-contenu.quebec.ca), meaning that no GST or QST is added to the amounts shown. An online
incorporation guide independently confirms that the 2026 annual registration fee for a Quebec business
corporation is $106 (incorp-quebec.org), and specifies that late payment of these fees incurs a penalty of 50%
of the annual fees (incorp-quebec.org), a penalty distinct from the declining scale of 5% plus 1% per month
provided for in the REQ's official schedule.
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https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/reprendre-activites-entreprise/revoquer-radiation#:~:text=d%C3%A9claration%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20pour%20chacune%20des%20ann%C3%A9es%20pour%20lesquelles%20l%27entreprise%20n%27en%20a%20pas%20produit
https://steinmonast.ca/en/news-and-resources/3515/#:~:text=La%20r%C3%A9vocation%20de%20radiation%20a%20alors%20pour%20effet%20de%20ressusciter%20la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20jusqu'alors%20radi%C3%A9e
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/reprendre-activites-entreprise/revoquer-radiation#:~:text=l%27immatriculation%20de%20l%27entreprise%20est%20r%C3%A9put%C3%A9e%20n%27avoir%20jamais%20%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20radi%C3%A9e%20et%20la%20personne%20morale%20constitu%C3%A9e%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20est%20r%C3%A9put%C3%A9e%20n%27avoir%20jamais%20%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20dissoute
https://www.scriptalegal.com/Faq/father_id/152/_/resultat-radiation-office-societe-actions/ln/fr/id/722#:~:text=cette%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20conservera%20alors%20le%20NEQ%20%28num%C3%A9ro%20d%27entreprise%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%29%20qu%27elle%20poss%C3%A9dait%20avant%20sa%20radiation
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/reprendre-activites-entreprise/reimmatriculer#:~:text=peuvent%20se%20r%C3%A9immatriculer%20en%20tout%20temps%20au%20registre%20des%20entreprises
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/reprendre-activites-entreprise/reconstituer-societe-par-actions#:~:text=la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20reconstitu%C3%A9e%20est%20r%C3%A9put%C3%A9e%20n%27avoir%20jamais%20%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20dissoute
http://www.abondroit.com/2018/01/il-importe-de-garder-lesprit-le-fait.html#:~:text=la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20peut%20%C3%AAtre%20reconstitu%C3%A9e%20en%20tout%20temps%2C%20de%20sorte%20que%20l%27amendement%20pourrait%20s%27av%C3%A9rer%20utile
https://www.prontolegal.ca/blogue/avocat-pour-incorporation/#:~:text=aucune%20loi%20ne%20vous%20oblige%20%C3%A0%20passer%20par%20un%20avocat%20pour%20votre%20incorporation%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec
https://www.prontolegal.ca/blogue/avocat-pour-incorporation/#:~:text=ce%20rattrapage%20demande%20plus%20de%20temps%20et%20d%27honoraires%20que%20si%20la%20structure
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/tarifs-registraire-entreprises/tous-tarifs#:~:text=Tarifs%20et%20modalit%C3%A9s%20de%20paiement%20en%20vigueur%20d%C3%A8s%20le%201er%20janvier%202026
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Ces%20tarifs%20ne%20sont%20pas%20taxables
https://incorp-quebec.org/guides/declaration-mise-a-jour-annuelle-req/#:~:text=106%20%24%20en%202026%20pour%20une%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20par%20actions%20qu%C3%A9b%C3%A9coise
https://incorp-quebec.org/guides/declaration-mise-a-jour-annuelle-req/#:~:text=un%20retard%20entra%C3%AEne%20une%20p%C3%A9nalit%C3%A9%20de%2050%20%25%20des%20droits%20annuels


Table 2 below compiles the official fees applicable to the main procedures related to ex officio cancellation,
distinguishing regular processing from priority processing and by business category.

Procedure Natural person (sole
proprietorship)

Partnership For-profit legal person

Initial declaration of registration (regular / priority) $41.00 / $61.50 $63.00 /
$94.50

$397.00 / $595.50 (cdn-
contenu.quebec.ca)

Annual updating declaration filed on time (regular /
priority)

Free / $20.50 Free /
$31.50

Free / $53.00 (cdn-
contenu.quebec.ca)

Late annual updating declaration (regular / priority) $20.50 / $41.00 $31.50 /
$63.00

$53.00 / $106.00 (cdn-
contenu.quebec.ca)

Annual registration fees (as of 2026) $41.00 $63.00 $106.00

Revocation of cancellation (regular / priority, all
registrants)

$134.00 / $201.00 $134.00 /
$201.00

$134.00 / $201.00 (cdn-
contenu.quebec.ca)

Resumption of existence (legal person, regular /
priority)

Not applicable Not
applicable

$134.00 / $201.00 (cdn-
contenu.quebec.ca)

Current updating declaration (including an address
change; regular / priority)

Free / $20.50 Free /
$31.50

Free / $53.00 (cdn-
contenu.quebec.ca)

Voluntary dissolution (LSA, including the act; regular /
priority)

Not applicable Not
applicable

Free / $53.00 (cdn-
contenu.quebec.ca)

This table shows that revocation of cancellation generally requires filing the missing annual declarations and
paying the applicable annual fees, penalties and charges, in addition to the $134.00 application fee for regular
processing. For a Quebec business corporation, this procedure can avoid having to constitute a new
corporation and start again with a new business file. Annual registration fees are normally not charged in the
year following registration, except where registration follows a cancellation, in which case they are charged
from the first year (cdn-contenu.quebec.ca), a detail many entrepreneurs discover too late.

Beyond revocation itself, other incidental fees deserve mention: an attestation (certificate of status) costs
$27.00 for regular processing or $40.50 for priority processing, while a copy or extract of a register document
costs $5.00 per document for regular processing or $7.50 for priority processing. Late payment of annual
registration fees incurs a penalty of 5% on the unpaid balance, plus an additional penalty of 1% for each full
month of delay, up to 12 months (cdn-contenu.quebec.ca), a cumulative amount that can quickly exceed the
fixed revocation fees themselves for businesses that have been neglectful for several years.

How to avoid ex officio cancellation: obligations, head office
address and best practices
Prevention rests essentially on three pillars: diligent annual filing of the updating declaration, responsiveness
to the Registrar's demands and, above all, the reliability of the declared address. Every registered business is
required to file an annual updating declaration each year during the designated period, whether or not it has
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https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=397%2C00595%2C50
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=397%2C00595%2C50
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Gratuit53%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Gratuit53%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=53%2C00106%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=53%2C00106%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=R%C3%A9vocation%20de%20radiation%20ou%20r%C3%A9vocation%20par%20un%20tiers%20134%2C00201%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=R%C3%A9vocation%20de%20radiation%20ou%20r%C3%A9vocation%20par%20un%20tiers%20134%2C00201%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Reprise%20d%E2%80%99existence%20134%2C00201%2C00134%2C00201%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Reprise%20d%E2%80%99existence%20134%2C00201%2C00134%2C00201%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=D%C3%A9claration%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20courante%20%28d%C3%A9claration%20modificative%29%20Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit31%2C50Gratuit53%2C00Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit24%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=D%C3%A9claration%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20courante%20%28d%C3%A9claration%20modificative%29%20Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit31%2C50Gratuit53%2C00Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit24%2C00
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Demande%20de%20dissolution%20%28y%20compris%20l%E2%80%99acte%20de%20dissolution%29%20Gratuit53%2C00Gratuit20%2C50
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Demande%20de%20dissolution%20%28y%20compris%20l%E2%80%99acte%20de%20dissolution%29%20Gratuit53%2C00Gratuit20%2C50
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=Les%20droits%20annuels%20d%E2%80%99immatriculation%20ne%20sont%20pas%20exig%C3%A9s%20l%E2%80%99ann%C3%A9e%20suivant%20celle%20de%20l%27immatriculation%2C%20sauf%20s%27il%20s%27agit%20d%27une%20immatriculation%20%C3%A0%20la%20suite%20d%27une%20radiation
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=P%C3%A9nalit%C3%A9%20de%205%20%25%20sur%20le%20solde%20impay%C3%A9%20%2B%20p%C3%A9nalit%C3%A9%20additionnelle%20de%201%20%25%20par%20mois%20entier%20de%20retard%2C%20jusqu%E2%80%99%C3%A0%20concurrence%20de%2012%20mois


changes to make, and any declaration submitted after the prescribed period must be accompanied by the
required late-filing fees, even if it is the first declaration filed (www.quebec.ca). For legal persons whose
declaration is combined with their tax return, it must be filed no later than six months after the end of their fiscal
year, and annual registration fees must be paid no later than two months after that same date. An online
incorporation service notes that, beyond the annual declaration, a corporation must also retain and maintain
records of its business activities and hold regular meetings to remain compliant with all its corporate
obligations (incorpdirect.ca).

The declared address deserves particular attention, since it is often the address, rather than a deliberate
omission, that cuts off communication between a business and the Registrar. For a legal person, the domicile
address listed in the register corresponds to its head office address (www.quebec.ca). For a natural person
operating a sole proprietorship, the domicile officially corresponds to the address of their principal residence
(cdn-contenu.quebec.ca), a fact that many sole proprietors wish to avoid making public for privacy reasons.
The law allows a professional address to be declared instead, corresponding to the main place of work or
business, but a post office box cannot be provided as a professional address, and if that address becomes
invalid, the business must update the information within 30 days of the Registrar's demand, failing which the
principal residence address will be published by default.

A business without a domicile, professional address or establishment in Quebec must declare in the enterprise
register an attorney who represents it in Quebec, even if it declares an elected domicile address, underscoring
the general requirement for a reliable physical point of contact in Quebec. This is precisely the need that leads
many entrepreneurs, numbered corporations and self-employed workers to use a physical office space or a
business address service established in Quebec rather than a post office box, which is never legally accepted.
A virtual office provider in the Quebec City region describes the basic service offered by this type of business
as follows: a business address service allows a business to officially register its head office or a branch at the
provider's address (espacegrandeallee.com), a common practice among workspace providers across the
province.

In Montreal, a coworking space offering workstations and private offices meets the same requirement, since it
provides a real physical address where official mail can be reliably received. 2727 Coworking, located at
2727, rue Saint-Patrick in Montreal's Griffintown neighbourhood, for example, offers shared workstations
starting at $300 per month, fully furnished private offices for teams of one to ten people, and access 24 hours
a day, seven days a week (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). This type of membership, unlike a post
office box, provides a real, verifiable business address while offering a functional physical workspace rather
than a simple mailbox.

Table 3 below objectively compares the main address options available to a Quebec business for its head
office or professional address, taking into account the legal requirements outlined above.
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https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/mettre-a-jour-informations/declaration-mise-a-jour/annuelle#:~:text=l%27obligation%2C%20chaque%20ann%C3%A9e%2C%20de%20produire%20une%20d%C3%A9claration%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20durant%20la%20p%C3%A9riode%20pr%C3%A9vue%20%C3%A0%20cet%20effet%2C%20qu%27elle%20ait%20ou%20non%20des%20changements%20%C3%A0%20apporter
https://incorpdirect.ca/fr/centre-dinformation/foire-aux-questions/foire-aux-questions-foire-aux-questions-constitutions-canada-ontario-quebec/#:~:text=conserver%20et%20tenir%20les%20registres%20de%20leurs%20activit%C3%A9s%20commerciales%2C%20tenir%20des%20assembl%C3%A9es
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/obtenir-renseignements-entreprise/recherche-registre-entreprises/description-elements-information#:~:text=Pour%20la%20personne%20morale%2C%20il%20s%27agit%20de%20l%27adresse%20du%20si%C3%A8ge
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-201-G_REQ_Guide_IMMAT_PP_IND.pdf#:~:text=Le%20domicile%20d%27une%20personne%20physique%20correspond%20%C3%A0%20l%27adresse%20de%20sa%20r%C3%A9sidence%20principale
https://espacegrandeallee.com/location-bureau/bureau-virtuel-domiciliation/#:~:text=La%20domiciliation%20vous%20permet%20d%27enregistrer%20officiellement%20votre%20si%C3%A8ge%20social%20ou%20une%20succursale%20%C3%A0%20notre%20adresse
https://2727coworking.com/#:~:text=%24300%2F%20Per%20Month
https://2727coworking.com/virtual-tour#:~:text=Fully%20furnished%20offices%20for%20teams%20of%201-10%20people


Address option Typical cost Valid address under REQ
requirements

Privacy of
residential
address

Personal home (principal
residence)

No direct cost Yes, but published in the register
unless a separate professional
address is declared
(www.quebec.ca)

No, unless a
separate
professional
address is used

Post office box (PO box) alone Variable (postal fees) Not accepted as a professional
address (www.quebec.ca)

Not applicable

Coworking space with a
business address (e.g. 2727
Coworking, Montreal)

Starting at $300/month, included in the
shared workstation membership (not
billed by the hour)
(2727coworking.com)

Yes, a real physical address in
Quebec

Yes

Generic business address
service

Fees vary by provider
(espacegrandeallee.com)

Generally yes, if the address is
physical and not simply a post
office box

Yes

This table illustrates, in particular, that the official rule on post office boxes concerns the professional address
of a natural person. The conditions for a valid head office address or business address service depend on the
business's legal form and situation.

Finally, for businesses that move, the Quebec government offers a one-stop service called “Changer
d'adresse” in the Zone entreprise, accessible through a clicSÉQUR-Entreprises account, which allows a new
address to be submitted to several departments and bodies at once, including the Enterprise Registrar,
Revenu Québec and the CNESST (www.quebec.ca). Using this service as soon as a change occurs remains
the simplest preventive measure to keep a critical notice from being lost in mail sent to an old address.

Data analysis and evidence
The demographic context of Quebec businesses sheds light on the scale of the cancellation phenomenon. In
December 2025, Quebec had 1,024,273 active businesses in the register, of which 27.2% employed at least
one person (statistique.quebec.ca). An online tax service estimates that, between 2025 and 2026, more than
250,000 businesses register each year and are assigned a Quebec enterprise number (t2inc.ca). La Presse
reported in 2021 that the corporate transparency legislation aimed to make public the names of the natural
persons who are the ultimate beneficiaries of the 920,000 businesses then listed in the register
(www.lapresse.ca), a figure that gives an idea of the register's rapid growth since then. For its part, Radio-
Canada noted in its “Canada Papers” investigation that Quebec is the only Canadian province whose online
register allows shareholder names to be viewed free of charge (ici.radio-canada.ca), a level of transparency
that has nevertheless been partly curtailed since: La Presse reported in 2017 on the Registrar's July 2016
decision to stop allowing searches by the names of business directors and officers for privacy reasons
(www.lapresse.ca). This large pool of registered businesses constitutes the population theoretically exposed to
the risk of ex officio cancellation in the event of failure to meet annual obligations.
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https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/obtenir-renseignements-entreprise/recherche-registre-entreprises/description-elements-information#:~:text=Pour%20la%20personne%20morale%2C%20il%20s%27agit%20de%20l%27adresse%20du%20si%C3%A8ge
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/obtenir-renseignements-entreprise/recherche-registre-entreprises/description-elements-information#:~:text=Il%20n%27est%20pas%20possible%20de%20fournir%20une%20case%20postale%20%C3%A0%20titre%20d%27adresse%20professionnelle
https://2727coworking.com/#:~:text=%24300%2F%20Per%20Month
https://espacegrandeallee.com/location-bureau/bureau-virtuel-domiciliation/#:~:text=La%20domiciliation%20vous%20permet%20d%27enregistrer%20officiellement%20votre%20si%C3%A8ge%20social%20ou%20une%20succursale%20%C3%A0%20notre%20adresse
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/administrer-gerer/changement-adresse-entreprises#:~:text=Pour%20transmettre%20votre%20nouvelle%20adresse%20%C3%A0%20plusieurs%20minist%C3%A8res%20et%20organismes%20en%20m%C3%AAme%20temps%2C%20utilisez%20le%20service%20Changer%20d%27adresse%20de%20la%20Zone%20entreprise
https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/document/nombre-entreprises-actives-quebec#:~:text=En%20d%C3%A9cembre%202025%2C%20le%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20comptait%201%20024%20273%20entreprises
https://t2inc.ca/fr/blog/quest-ce-que-numero-entreprise-quebec-neq#:~:text=Chaque%20ann%C3%A9e%2C%20plus%20de%20250%20000%20entreprises%20sont%20inscrites%20au%20registre%20des%20entreprises%20du%20Qu%C3%A9bec
https://www.lapresse.ca/affaires/2021-02-17/nouvelle-loi-exigeant-la-transparence/qui-se-cache-derriere-cette-entreprise.php#:~:text=rendre%20public%20le%20nom%20des%20personnes%20physiques%20qui%20sont%20les%20b%C3%A9n%C3%A9ficiaires%20ultimes%20des%20920%20000%20entreprises
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1012774/quebec-adresse-fantome-paradis-fiscal-canada-panama-papers#:~:text=Seul%20le%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20dispose%20d%27un%20registre%20en%20ligne%20qui%20permet%20de%20voir%20le%20nom%20des%20actionnaires%20gratuitement
https://www.lapresse.ca/affaires/201704/20/01-5090067-au-tour-de-radio-canada-de-poursuivre-le-registraire.php#:~:text=la%20d%C3%A9cision%20du%20Registraire%20en%20juillet%202016%20de%20ne%20plus%20permettre%20la%20recherche%20par%20nom%20des%20administrateurs%20et%20dirigeants%20d%27entreprises%2C%20pour%20des%20raisons%20de%20confidentialit%C3%A9


Business demography data from the Institut de la statistique du Québec show that, in 2023, Quebec had
251,520 active businesses employing one or more people, representing 16.7% of the Canadian total, of
which 14,020 were new businesses (statistique.quebec.ca). In 2022, 15,360 businesses disappeared
(“business deaths”) in Quebec, of which 81.0% had four employees or fewer (statistique.quebec.ca). These
“disappearances” include voluntary dissolutions and ex officio cancellations, without the source precisely
breaking down the share attributable to each cause, an important methodological limitation to acknowledge
openly.

Over a longer period, the number of corporations filing an income tax return in Quebec rose from 221,680 in
1990 to 564,599 in 2021, an increase of 342,919 corporations, with average annual growth of 2.1% between
1990 and 2001, then 3.6% between 2001 and 2021 (www.finances.gouv.qc.ca). In 2021, Revenu Québec
processed 564,599 corporate income tax returns, of which 96.0% came from small businesses, and 57.0% of
these corporations had no tax payable (www.finances.gouv.qc.ca). This high proportion of very small
businesses, often managed without a dedicated accounting or legal department, matches the typical profile of
businesses most vulnerable to forgetting an annual declaration.

Regarding recent entrepreneurial trends, a March 2026 report from the Canadian Federation of Independent
Business (CFIB), based on Statistics Canada data, indicates that the rate of new business creation in Quebec
has remained around an average of 1.3% since 2023, compared with 1.7% across Canada (www.cfib-fcei.ca).
Between January 2023 and March 2025, Quebec recorded a net total of only 324 net new business
creations, and the gap between Quebec's business turnover rate and Canada's widened from 2 percentage
points in January 2023 to 2.5 points in March 2025 (www.cfib-fcei.ca). The same report notes that, in 2022,
58% of Quebec entrepreneurs planned to leave their business within the following five years, and 21% of
Quebec respondents planned to close (liquidate) their business rather than sell or transfer it, compared with 17
to 18% in Ontario and for the Canadian average (www.cfib-fcei.ca). This environment of relatively high
closures, combined with a lower business birth rate than elsewhere in Canada, creates conditions conducive
to the accumulation of inactive but still registered businesses, a profile particularly exposed to ex officio
cancellation when their owners stop attending to administrative obligations without proceeding with formal
dissolution.

For methodological transparency, no publicly accessible official statistics directly attributable to the Enterprise
Registrar could be located to precisely quantify the annual number of businesses whose registrations are
cancelled ex officio in Quebec, or the success rate of applications for revocation of cancellation. Revenu
Québec's annual report is available as an official PDF document (www.revenuquebec.ca). It is not a report
from the Registrar: the Registrar is designated by the Minister of Employment and Social Solidarity and is an
employee of that department (Légis Québec). This report could not be used in full text in this research; the
Registrar also publishes an open-data central business file that includes the statuses “cancelled ex officio” and
“cancelled on request” among the possible registration statuses (www.quebec.ca), leaving the door open to
future quantitative analysis using this raw dataset.
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https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/document/naissance-survie-et-deces-des-entreprises/publication/demographie-entreprises-quebec-faits-saillants-2023#:~:text=on%20comptait%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20251%20520%20entreprises%20actives%20employant%20une%20personne%20ou%20plus
https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/document/naissance-survie-et-deces-des-entreprises/publication/demographie-entreprises-quebec-faits-saillants-2023#:~:text=Les%20disparitions%20%28ou%20d%C3%A9c%C3%A8s%29%20d%27entreprises%20%2815%20360%20en%202022%29%20avaient%20des%20caract%C3%A9ristiques%20similaires
https://www.finances.gouv.qc.ca/ministere/fiscalite/statistiques_fiscales_societes/nombre_societes.asp#:~:text=De%201990%20%C3%A0%202021%2C%20le%20nombre%20de%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9s%20est%20pass%C3%A9%20de%20221%20680%20%C3%A0%20564%20599%2C%20soit%20une%20augmentation%20de%20342%20919
https://www.finances.gouv.qc.ca/ministere/fiscalite/statistiques_fiscales_societes/nombre_societes.asp#:~:text=En%202021%2C%20Revenu%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20a%20trait%C3%A9%20564%20599%20d%C3%A9clarations%20de%20revenus%20des%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9s
https://www.cfib-fcei.ca/hubfs/advocacy/pdf/2026/Rapport_PME_FCEI_260312.pdf#:~:text=le%20taux%20de%20cr%C3%A9ation%20de%20nouvelles%20entreprises%20reste%20accroch%C3%A9%20autour%20d%27une%20moyenne%20de%201%2C3%20%25%20depuis%202023%20%28contre%201%2C7%20%25%20%C3%A0%20l%27%C3%A9chelle%20du%20Canada%29
https://www.cfib-fcei.ca/hubfs/advocacy/pdf/2026/Rapport_PME_FCEI_260312.pdf#:~:text=le%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20a%20enregistr%C3%A9%20un%20total%20net%20de%20324%20cr%C3%A9ations%20de%20nouvelles%20entreprises
https://www.cfib-fcei.ca/hubfs/advocacy/pdf/2026/Rapport_PME_FCEI_260312.pdf#:~:text=21%20%25%20pr%C3%A9voient%20fermer%20l%27entreprise%20contre%2018%20%25%20et%2017%20%25%20en%20Ontario%20et%20pour%20la%20moyenne%20canadienne
https://www.revenuquebec.ca/fr/services-en-ligne/formulaires-et-publications/details-courant/adm-500/#:~:text=Rapport%20annuel%20de%20Revenu%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20pour%20l%27exercice%20financier%20qui%20s%27est%20termin%C3%A9%20le%2031%20mars%202025
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/p-44.1
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/obtenir-renseignements-entreprise/recherche-registre-entreprises/fichier-central-entreprises#:~:text=l%27%C3%A9tat%20de%20l%27immatriculation%20%28entreprise%20immatricul%C3%A9e%20ou%20non%20immatricul%C3%A9e%2C%20immatriculation%20annul%C3%A9e%2C%20radi%C3%A9e%20d%27office%20ou%20radi%C3%A9e%20sur%20demande%29


Case studies and practical examples

Quadrangle Consulting Inc. c. Agence du revenu du Québec (2014 QCCA 1297)

This case, decided by the Court of Appeal of Quebec, illustrates the limits of the argument that a dissolved
corporation is “unable to act” for the purpose of suspending a tax limitation period. Quadrangle Consulting,
voluntarily dissolved in 2006 after ceasing operations and failing to file its 2003 and 2004 tax returns,
attempted in 2009 to obtain revival to claim a tax exemption, invoking an error of law to excuse non-
compliance with the Act (www.abondroit.com). The Court rejected this argument, noting that the sole director
had himself placed Quadrangle in a position where it was unable to act by choosing voluntary dissolution,
which could not then justify an extension of the five-year statutory period (www.abondroit.com). The lesson for
entrepreneurs is clear: dissolution, whether voluntary or following ex officio cancellation, does not
automatically suspend the statutory time limits applicable to the business's pre-existing rights and obligations.

Ménard c. Arseneau (2018 QCCS 427)

In this oppression proceeding heard by the Superior Court of Quebec, one of the corporations involved in the
litigation had already been administratively dissolved for failing to file its annual declarations, a scenario
identical to ex officio cancellation followed by automatic dissolution. The court nevertheless held that this
dissolution did not prevent the litigation from continuing, since the corporation may be revived at any time, so
the amendment sought by the parties could prove useful (www.abondroit.com). The decision also cites, by
analogy with federal law, the principle that any legal action concerning the internal affairs of a revived
corporation, instituted between its dissolution and its revival, remains valid (www.abondroit.com). This case
demonstrates in practice that ex officio cancellation, despite its automatic dissolving effect, does not erase a
corporation's internal responsibilities to its shareholders or directors.

Zixin2001 Inc. c. Dépanneur Gilford Li Inc. (2020 QCCQ 2877)

This Court of Québec case provides an example of dissolution used opportunistically to try to escape a
business debt, a scenario that, by contrast, sheds light on the legal protections also applicable after ex officio
cancellation. The sole director and shareholder of a convenience store dissolved the corporation in February
2020, apparently to avoid an imminent judgment following a trial held in December 2019, leaving the
corporation owing approximately $18,000 CAD in unpaid commercial rent (krblaw.ca). The court allowed the
landlord to amend its pleadings after the trial, under section 206 of the Code of Civil Procedure, to add the
corporation's sole officer personally as a co-defendant once the dissolution was discovered (krblaw.ca),
illustrating the practical application of the principle that the sole shareholder of a dissolved corporation has
unlimited liability in certain circumstances.

The cancellation campaign related to ultimate beneficiaries (2026)
In June 2026, the Enterprise Registrar confirmed that it had begun cancelling the registrations of businesses
that had not declared their ultimate beneficiaries, a new corporate transparency obligation, despite repeated
reminders, resulting in the loss of their Quebec enterprise number (www.complicecomptable.com). This recent
case illustrates the gradual expansion of grounds for ex officio cancellation beyond simply failing to file an
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http://www.abondroit.com/2014/07/la-compagnie-volontairement-dissoute.html#:~:text=elle%20invoque%20une%20erreur%20de%20droit%20pour%20excuser%20l%27inobservance%20de%20la%20Loi
http://www.abondroit.com/2014/07/la-compagnie-volontairement-dissoute.html#:~:text=l%27administrateur%20unique%20pla%C3%A7ait%20lui-m%C3%AAme%20Quadrangle%20dans%20une%20impossibilit%C3%A9%20d%27agir
http://www.abondroit.com/2018/01/il-importe-de-garder-lesprit-le-fait.html#:~:text=la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20peut%20%C3%AAtre%20reconstitu%C3%A9e%20en%20tout%20temps%2C%20de%20sorte%20que%20l%27amendement%20pourrait%20s%27av%C3%A9rer%20utile
http://www.abondroit.com/2018/01/il-importe-de-garder-lesprit-le-fait.html#:~:text=est%20valide%20toute%20action%20en%20justice%20concernant%20les%20affaires%20internes%20de%20la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20reconstitu%C3%A9e%20intent%C3%A9e%20entre%20le%20moment%20de%20sa%20dissolution%20et%20celui%20de%20sa%20reconstitution
https://krblaw.ca/fr/les-risques-dune-dissolution-prematuree-dune-societe/#:~:text=Mme%20Li%20Hui%20Hu%20devenait%20d%C3%A8s%20lors%20personnellement%20responsable%20des%20dettes%20et%20obligations%20de%20D%C3%A9panneur
https://krblaw.ca/fr/les-risques-dune-dissolution-prematuree-dune-societe/#:~:text=la%20demanderesse%20a%20r%C3%A9ussi%20%C3%A0%20mettre%20en%20cause%20personnellement%20le%20seul%20dirigeant%20de%20la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20en%20tant%20que%20cod%C3%A9fendeur
https://www.complicecomptable.com/beneficiaires-ultimes-req/#:~:text=le%20REQ%20a%20commenc%C3%A9%20%C3%A0%20radier%20des%20entreprises%20qui%20n%27ont%20pas%20d%C3%A9clar%C3%A9%20leurs%20b%C3%A9n%C3%A9ficiaires%20ultimes%2C%20entra%C3%AEnant%20la%20perte%20de%20leur%20NEQ


annual declaration, as Quebec's legal framework imposes new disclosure obligations on businesses, including
identity verification through driver's licences reported by Le Devoir as early as March 2024
(www.ledevoir.com).

The cancellation campaign for failure to file annual declarations (2014)

A well-documented historical precedent illustrates how mass cancellation works operationally: as early as
December 2014, the Registrar notified authorized intermediaries that it was continuing the process of ex officio
cancellation of the registrations of businesses that had failed to file two consecutive annual updating
declarations (malekavocat.com). The businesses concerned received a notice of default and had 60 days to
bring their affairs into compliance, failing which their registration was cancelled ex officio, resulting in
dissolution for legal persons constituted in Quebec (malekavocat.com). This precedent illustrates the legal
mechanism applicable to failure to file two consecutive annual updating declarations. The official data
consulted do not allow the current share of ex officio cancellations attributable to this ground to be determined.

Implications and outlook
Recent developments in Quebec's legal framework, including the addition of the obligation to declare ultimate
beneficiaries and identity verification through driver's licences since March 2024, suggest that the Registrar is
gradually broadening the range of breaches that can trigger cancellation (www.complicecomptable.com).
Businesses that managed their compliance with only the annual declaration in mind will now need to monitor a
broader range of transparency obligations, increasing the risk that a business otherwise up to date financially
could still have its registration cancelled for a different kind of omission. A business lawyer observes that
correcting a poorly maintained corporate structure generally costs more in time and professional fees than
keeping it in good standing from the outset (www.prontolegal.ca), an observation that applies just as much to
preventing ex officio cancellation as to initially constituting a business.

The observed demographic context, marked by a business creation rate in Quebec below the Canadian
average and a high proportion of entrepreneurs planning simply to close up shop rather than sell or transfer
their business (www.cfib-fcei.ca), suggests that a growing number of businesses may become inactive without
a formal closure process, mechanically increasing the pool of businesses exposed to future ex officio
cancellation. This trend reinforces the value, for legal advisers and accountants, of systematically
recommending voluntary dissolution rather than allowing an inactive business to drift towards an unplanned
cancellation with legal consequences that are harder to contain, a recommendation shared by accounting firms
such as Raymond Chabot (www.raymondchabot.com) and by notarial firms specializing in corporate law.

The declared address should also become more important as Quebec authorities tighten verification of
corporate information. The fact that the law explicitly prohibits using a post office box as a professional address
while requiring prompt correction if the address becomes invalid suggests that reliable physical address
solutions, whether a coworking space in Montreal, a business address service elsewhere in the province or
another established physical service location, will continue to become more relevant to self-employed workers
and small businesses without dedicated commercial premises.
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https://www.ledevoir.com/opinion/libre-opinion/810447/libre-opinion-citoyennete-identite-numerique#:~:text=le%20Registraire%20des%20entreprises%20du%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20oblige%20les%20responsables%20de%20ces%20personnes%20morales%20%C3%A0%20exiger%20le%20permis%20de%20conduire%20de%20ses%20administrateurs
https://malekavocat.com/blog/2014/12/radiation-entreprises-req/#:~:text=nous%20poursuivons%20le%20processus%20de%20radiation%20d%27office%20de%20l%27immatriculation%20des%20entreprises%20qui%20ont%20omis%20de%20produire%20deux%20d%C3%A9clarations%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20cons%C3%A9cutives
https://malekavocat.com/blog/2014/12/radiation-entreprises-req/#:~:text=leur%20immatriculation%20pourrait%20%C3%AAtre%20radi%C3%A9e%20d%27office.%20Dans%20le%20cas%20des%20personnes%20morales%20constitu%C3%A9es%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%2C%20la%20radiation%20d%27office%20a%20pour%20cons%C3%A9quence%20de%20dissoudre%20l%27entreprise
https://www.complicecomptable.com/beneficiaires-ultimes-req/#:~:text=le%20REQ%20a%20commenc%C3%A9%20%C3%A0%20radier%20des%20entreprises%20qui%20n%27ont%20pas%20d%C3%A9clar%C3%A9%20leurs%20b%C3%A9n%C3%A9ficiaires%20ultimes%2C%20entra%C3%AEnant%20la%20perte%20de%20leur%20NEQ
https://www.prontolegal.ca/blogue/avocat-pour-incorporation/#:~:text=ce%20rattrapage%20demande%20plus%20de%20temps%20et%20d%27honoraires%20que%20si%20la%20structure
https://www.cfib-fcei.ca/hubfs/advocacy/pdf/2026/Rapport_PME_FCEI_260312.pdf#:~:text=21%20%25%20pr%C3%A9voient%20fermer%20l%27entreprise%20contre%2018%20%25%20et%2017%20%25%20en%20Ontario%20et%20pour%20la%20moyenne%20canadienne
https://www.raymondchabot.com/fr/articles-et-conseils/petites-entreprises/fermeture-entreprise/#:~:text=Il%20existe%20d%27ailleurs%20plusieurs%20solutions%20pour%20le%20faire%20%3A%20la%20cessation%2C%20la%20liquidation%2C%20la%20dissolution%2C%20la%20faillite


Finally, the absence of freely accessible official statistics on the exact number of businesses whose
registrations are cancelled ex officio each year constitutes a notable transparency gap. Yet the open-data
central business file documents each business's “cancelled ex officio” status, which could eventually allow
researchers or journalists to calculate the precise annual scale of the phenomenon, an analysis that remains to
be carried out independently.

Frequently asked questions
What is ex officio cancellation in Quebec? It is the Enterprise Registrar's power to cancel, on its own
initiative, the registration of a business that fails to meet certain legal obligations, without a request from the
business being required, as provided for in section 59 of the LPLE (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

What is the difference between ex officio cancellation and dissolution of a corporation in Quebec?
Voluntary dissolution is initiated by the shareholders or directors themselves and requires a business with no
debts or assets at the time of liquidation (debtsolutions.bdo.ca), while ex officio cancellation is imposed by the
Registrar for non-compliance and itself results in the legal person's automatic dissolution.

What are the Enterprise Registrar's fees for revocation of cancellation? Revocation of cancellation costs
$134.00 CAD for regular processing or $201.00 CAD for priority processing, for all types of businesses subject
to the Act, in effect since January 1, 2026 (cdn-contenu.quebec.ca), a procedure that, according to Stein
Monast, revives the corporation whose registration was previously cancelled without causing it to lose its
original NEQ (steinmonast.ca).

How do you receive a notice from the Enterprise Registrar concerning cancellation? A cancellation
notice is sent to every business whose registration has been cancelled ex officio and confirms that cancellation
has already occurred (www.quebec.ca); the prior warning, sent 60 days beforehand, instead stems from a
demand for compliance under section 73 LPLE (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

How can you avoid ex officio cancellation? By filing the annual updating declaration each year within the
prescribed time limits and maintaining a valid, current address within 30 days of any change (www.quebec.ca).

Can a Quebec business's head office address be a post office box? No. A post office box can never serve
as a professional or head office address for the purposes of the enterprise register; it must be a real physical
location (www.quebec.ca).

How do you change a head office address in Quebec? By filing a current updating declaration within 30
days of the change, free with regular processing for all business categories (cdn-contenu.quebec.ca), or
through the Zone entreprise's one-stop “Changer d'adresse” service, which informs several departments
simultaneously (www.quebec.ca).

What are the consequences of ex officio cancellation for a corporation? Automatic dissolution for legal
persons constituted in Quebec and loss of the legal capacity to enter into contracts (www.lrvnotaires.com),
potential banking complications (www.complicecomptable.com), and ineligibility for public contracts, although
the business may in practice continue to operate and sign contracts despite its cancelled status (batiscore.ca).
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https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/p-44.1#:~:text=La%20radiation%20de%20l%27immatriculation%20d%27une%20personne%20morale%20constitu%C3%A9e%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20emporte%20sa%20dissolution
https://debtsolutions.bdo.ca/fr-ca/liquidation-dune-entreprise/#:~:text=l%27entreprise%20doit%20absolument%20pouvoir%20s%27acquitter%20de%20toutes%20ses%20dettes%20et%20obligations%20et%20ne%20d%C3%A9tenir%20aucun%20actif%20au%20moment%20de%20la%20liquidation
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=R%C3%A9vocation%20de%20radiation%20ou%20r%C3%A9vocation%20par%20un%20tiers%20134%2C00201%2C00
https://steinmonast.ca/en/news-and-resources/3515/#:~:text=La%20r%C3%A9vocation%20de%20radiation%20a%20alors%20pour%20effet%20de%20ressusciter%20la%20soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20jusqu'alors%20radi%C3%A9e
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/fermer-vendre-entreprise/radiation-office#:~:text=Un%20avis%20de%20radiation%20est%20exp%C3%A9di%C3%A9%20%C3%A0%20toute%20entreprise%20qui%20a%20%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20radi%C3%A9e%20d%27office
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/p-44.1#:~:text=est%20tenu%20de%20rem%C3%A9dier%20%C3%A0%20son%20d%C3%A9faut%20dans%20les%2060%20jours%20de%20la%20demande%20faite%20par%20le%20registraire
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/mettre-a-jour-informations/declaration-mise-a-jour#:~:text=l%27obligation%20de%20mettre%20%C3%A0%20jour%20les%20informations%20la%20concernant%20dans%20les%2030%20jours%20suivant%20la%20date%20o%C3%B9%20survient%20un%20changement
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/obtenir-renseignements-entreprise/recherche-registre-entreprises/description-elements-information#:~:text=Il%20n%27est%20pas%20possible%20de%20fournir%20une%20case%20postale%20%C3%A0%20titre%20d%27adresse%20professionnelle
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/emploi-solidarite-sociale/registraire_entreprises/RE-101_REQ_Tous_Tarifs_2026.pdf#:~:text=D%C3%A9claration%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20courante%20%28d%C3%A9claration%20modificative%29%20Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit31%2C50Gratuit53%2C00Gratuit20%2C50Gratuit24%2C00
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/administrer-gerer/changement-adresse-entreprises#:~:text=Pour%20transmettre%20votre%20nouvelle%20adresse%20%C3%A0%20plusieurs%20minist%C3%A8res%20et%20organismes%20en%20m%C3%AAme%20temps%2C%20utilisez%20le%20service%20Changer%20d%27adresse%20de%20la%20Zone%20entreprise
https://www.lrvnotaires.com/votre-societe-est-elle-a-risque-d-une-radiation-sans-votre-consentement/#:~:text=elle%20perd%20sa%20capacit%C3%A9%20juridique%20de%20contracter
https://www.complicecomptable.com/beneficiaires-ultimes-req/#:~:text=Complications%20bancaires%20%28ouverture%20de%20comptes%2C%20pr%C3%AAts%2C%20cartes%20corporatives%29
https://batiscore.ca/verifier-entrepreneur-quebec/#:~:text=Une%20entreprise%20radi%C3%A9e%20au%20Registre%20des%20entreprises%20peut%20continuer%20%C3%A0%20op%C3%A9rer%20et%20%C3%A0%20signer%20des%20contrats


How can a cancelled registration be reinstated? Depending on the legal form: through revocation of
cancellation with filing of the missing declarations (www.quebec.ca), direct re-registration for sole
proprietorships, or revival for a dissolved legal person, which then retains its original NEQ
(www.scriptalegal.com).

Conclusion
In 2026, ex officio cancellation remains a significant administrative risk for Quebec entrepreneurs. When
cancellation is contemplated because two consecutive annual updating declarations have not been filed,
section 59 requires a notice compliant with section 73: the business then has 60 days to remedy the failure,
and the demand must state that its registration may be cancelled. Other cases of cancellation fall under
distinct legal mechanisms.

The consequences, which may in some cases be remedied through revocation of cancellation, re-registration,
revival or resumption of existence, are significant: automatic dissolution for legal persons constituted in
Quebec and possible complications in business relationships with private and government partners. The
situation should be brought into compliance before any new transaction; the precise effects on third parties
may require legal advice. Current fees, with revocation of cancellation set at $134.00 or $201.00 CAD
depending on the type of processing, remain modest compared with the cost of a new registration and the loss
of legal continuity that a fresh start would entail.

Prevention rests on three simple but diligent habits: filing the annual updating declaration every year,
responding promptly to any demand from the Registrar within the applicable time limit, and maintaining a
reliable, current professional address or head office. In a context where Quebec's business creation rate is
below the Canadian average and a significant share of entrepreneurs plan simply to close up shop rather than
transfer their business, administrative vigilance remains the best protection against an unplanned ex officio
cancellation and its cascading effects on a business's legal and financial life.
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About 2727 Coworking
2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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