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Executive Summary

Montreal’s six major universities — McGill University, Université de Montréal (UdeM, including its affiliated
schools HEC Montréal and Polytechnique Montréal), Concordia University, HEC Montréal (business school),
UQAM (Université du Québec a Montréal), and Polytechnique Montréal — form a world-class academic and
research ecosystem. McGill stands out globally (ranked #27 in the QS World University Rankings 2026
(www.topuniversities.com), and tied #41 in THE 2026 (www.timeshighereducation.com)), with a long history
(founded 1821 (200.mcgill.ca)) and a vibrant international student body (=30% international students
(www.topuniversities.com)). UdeM is Canada'’s largest French-language research complex (13 faculties plus
Polytechnigue and HEC; ~69,000 students (www.topuniversities.com)) and also ranks highly (QS #168
(www.topuniversities.com), THE #150 (www.timeshighereducation.com)), while its affiliated business school
HEC Montréal (founded 1907 (www.topuniversities.com)) is globally respected (triple-accredited, ranked 79th
in the world for Business & Economics (www.hec.ca)). Concordia (created 1974 from Loyola College and Sir
George Williams University (www.timeshighereducation.com)) is a large English-language comprehensive
university (~48,000 students (www.topuniversities.com)) known for programs in arts and business (fine arts
faculty among Canada'’s largest (www.timeshighereducation.com)). UQAM (founded 1969) is the major
francophone arts/social-sciences university in downtown Montreal (~34,845 students (ugam.ca)) and excels in
social sciences and management. Polytechnique Montréal (est. 1873 (gschina.cn)) is Quebec’s leading
engineering school (8,200 students, $75M research budget (gschina.cn)).

On global rankings, McGill and UdeM/HEC lead the city: McGill is the highest internationally (“#1 in Canada,
#27 in the world” (www.topuniversities.com)), while “UdeM and its affiliated schools are #6 among Canadian
universities” (www.hec.ca) (THE 2025). Concordia, HEC, and UQAM rank lower overall (e.g. Concordia ~#465
QS (www.topuniversities.com), #601-800 THE (www.timeshighereducation.com); UQAM ~#851 QS
(www.universityguru.com), #501 THE (www.universityguru.com)), but each excels in particular fields (e.g.
Concordia in fine arts and creative disciplines; HEC in management). Importantly, Montreal is consistently
rated a top student city — for example QS ranked Montreal 6th globally and #1 in the Americas (2019)
(esg.ugam.ca) and 10th in the world (2025) (www.topuniversities.com) — reflecting its affordability, safety and
vibrant culture (noted by students in multiple surveys). The universities collectively foster a rich student life:
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e.g. Concordia boasts “more than 50,000 students” and 200+ student clubs (www.concordia.ca); McGill offers
over 250 clubs and extensive student services (with all first-year students guaranteed housing if they apply
(www.mcgill.ca)); and UQAM alone welcomes ~3,500 international students annually (esg.ugam.ca).
Montreal’'s cosmopolitan environment (=30% of city residents foreign-born (esg.ugam.ca)), combined with a
lively arts, sports and festival scene (Jazz Fest, NHL Canadiens, F1 Grand Prix, etc. (esg.ugam.ca)), further
enhances student experience.

This comprehensive report analyzes each institution’s historical context, academic programs, rankings, and
student life, using data and expert sources. It includes comparative tables (below) of key indicators. We
conclude that while McGill and UdeM/HEC lead in global reputation and research output, each Montreal
university has distinct strengths (engineering at Polytechnique, business at HEC, fine arts at Concordia, social
sciences at UQAM, etc.), and all benefit from Montreal’s low cost of living and dynamic student city status
(www.topuniversities.com) (esg.ugam.ca). Future trends (e.g. Al research, bilingual education) suggest these
universities will continue to collaborate and grow, reinforcing Montreal’s standing as a premier North American
education hub.

Introduction and Background

Montreal is Canada’s second-largest city and a major center for higher education and research. Its universities
include two large English-speaking campuses (McGill University and Concordia University) and multiple
French-speaking institutions (Université de Montréal with its affiliated Polytechnique and HEC, as well as
UQAM). McGill (founded 1821 as McGill College (200.mcgill.ca)) is among the oldest and most prestigious;
Université de Montréal originated in 1878 as a branch of Laval University and became independent, eventually
affiliating engineering and business schools; Concordia was formed in 1974 through the merger of Loyola
College (1896) and Sir George Williams University (1926) (www.timeshighereducation.com)
(www.concordia.ca). HEC Montréal (1907) is one of Canada’s oldest business schools
(www.topuniversities.com). UQAM was created in 1969 as part of the Université du Québec system, focusing
on arts, social sciences, education and management; Polytechnique Montréal (est.1873) is Quebec’s main
engineering university, integrated into UdeM’s campus. This bilingual and multicultural city (over 30% foreign-
born (esg.ugam.ca)) draws students worldwide — e.g. UQAM enrolls ~3,500 international students each year
(esg.ugam.ca).

Montreal’s university sector is notable for its diversity: research-intensive institutions (McGill,
UdeM/Polytech/Hec) compete globally, while others focus on professional and creative fields. The city itself is
consistently ranked among the world’s most student-friendly (QS Best Student Cities 2025 places Montreal
10th globally (www.topuniversities.com)) due to its affordability (cost of living =$1,200-$1,500/mo
(esg.ugam.ca)), vibrant cultural life (numerous festivals, museums, sports teams (esg.ugam.ca)), and
supportive multicultural ethos. For out-of-province and international students, Montreal offers a unique bilingual
(French/English) academic environment.

This report systematically compares McGill, UdeM (including HEC and Polytechnique), Concordia, HEC
Montréal, UQAM, and Polytechnique on multiple criteria: academic programs and specializations; research
prominence and funding; global and domestic rankings; and student life and demographics. We draw
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on university data, international rankings, scholarly publications, and student surveys. Where possible, we

include quantitative tables and case examples. Throughout, all claims are supported by credible sources.

Ranking and Reputation

Global and National Rankings. Montreal’s universities regularly appear in global rankings (QS, Times Higher,

Shanghai/ARWU). The table below summarizes recent rankings:

University

McGill University

Université de Montréal
(inc. Poly. & HEC)

Concordia University

HEC Montréal

(Business School)

UQAM (Université du

Québec a Mtl)

Polytechnique Montréal

(Engineering)

QS World
Rank 2026

#27
(www.topuniv
ersities.com)

#168
(www.topuniv
ersities.com)

#=465
(www.topuniv
ersities.com)

Not in QS
World Top
1000

#=851
(www.universi
tyguru.com)

Affiliated with
UdeM

THE World
Rank 2026

=41
(www.timeshighe
reducation.com)

#150
(www.timeshighe
reducation.com)

601-800
(www.timeshighe
reducation.com)

=501
(www.universityg
uru.com)

Affiliated

Notes

QS’s #1 in Canada (“Top-ranked” in QS (www.topuniversities.com));
147 Rhodes Scholars (highest in Canada) (www.topuniversities.com)

Ranked 6th in Canada by THE 2025 (www.hec.ca); UdeM is among
“top 3" research universities in Canada
(www.timeshighereducation.com)

Comprehensive university; QS score tied #465; known for fine arts
and business programs (www.timeshighereducation.com)

Times (BY SUBJECT) Business/Econ #79 globally (www.hec.ca);
Canadian #3 (BUS category) (www.hec.ca); triple-accredited
(AACSB, EQUIS, AMBA) (www.topuniversities.com)

ARWU 2023 rank ~701-800 (www.shanghairanking.com); one of ~50
Canadian univs in Research Infosource top 50 (no med school)
(actualites.ugam.ca)

Leading engineering school; features in subject rankings (see
Engineering & Technology, Mechanics); ~$75M research budget
(gschina.cn)

The QS World University Rankings 2026 place McGill at #27 globally (www.topuniversities.com) (making it the
top-ranked Canadian university in QS), with UdeM at #168 (www.topuniversities.com) and Concordia at #465
(www.topuniversities.com). UQAM appears at #=851 (www.universityguru.com) in the same QS edition. In
contrast, Times Higher Education (THE) WUR 2026 ranks McGill =41 (www.timeshighereducation.com),
UdeM =150 (www.timeshighereducation.com), and Concordia in the 601-800 bracket
(www.timeshighereducation.com). (HEC and Polytechnique are not listed separately in the general WUR, but
HEC as part of UdeM boosts business/economics rankings — see below.)

Nationally, a Times-HEC release notes “Université de Montréal and its affiliated schools — including HEC
Montréal — are ranked 6th among the best universities in Canada” (www.hec.ca). McGill is generally ranked #1
in Canada by QS (and #1 medical-doctoral by Maclean’s 2023 (www.topuniversities.com)), with UdeM/HEC
typically in the 3-5 range. Concordia and UQAM rank lower nationally (often in mid-teens among all Canadian
schools) due to their different profile (e.g. Concordia competes in the Comprehensive category in Maclean’s).
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Subject and Specialty Rankings. Montreal’s institutions also shine in certain fields. For example, the Times
Business & Economics 2025 subject ranking places UdeM/HEC at #79 globally (www.hec.ca) (#3 in
Canada), reflecting HEC’s strength. QS subject tables similarly highlight McGill's high positions in Medicine,
Law, and Arts (www.timeshighereducation.com). Polytechnique regularly appears in the top 100 worldwide for
various engineering specialties (noted in ShanghaiSubject/GRAS rankings). (Detailed subject rankings are
available from THE and QS, but the general trend is that McGill leads in medicine & sciences, UdeM in
artificial intelligence/deep learning (via the MILA institute), Polytechnique in engineering, Concordia in creative
disciplines, and HEC in management.)

Overall, Montréal’s universities perform well: McGill is clearly world-class, UdeM (with Polytech and HEC) is a
large research complex, and the others complement them in teaching and innovation. As UniversityGuru
notes, “McGill University ranks #1 in Montreal in our meta-ranking” compiling 108 sources
(www.universityguru.com). This competitive landscape makes Montreal unique: a highly-ranked bilingual
academic hub.

Academic Programs and Research

The six universities offer a wide spectrum of programs. In total, they provide thousands of degrees from
bachelor’s to doctorate, across nearly every discipline. Some key figures (each university’s official data):

« McGill University — enables ~503 unique undergraduate and graduate programs
(www.topuniversities.com) spanning Arts, Science, Engineering, Medicine, Law, Management (Schulich
School of Music, Desautels), etc. McGill prides itself on research excellence: it has produced 147
Rhodes Scholars (by far the most of any Canadian university (www.topuniversities.com)), and it “attracts
the brightest students from around the world” (30% international students (www.topuniversities.com)).
Research highlights include achievements in medicine and basic sciences (several Nobel laureates and
Fields medalists among alumni/faculty). In fact, Times notes McGill's students win more national and
international awards on average than any other Canadian university (www.topuniversities.com).

« Université de Montréal (UdeM) — a comprehensive research leader with 13 faculties and two affiliated
schools. According to UdeM, “Université de Montréal’s 13 faculties and affiliated schools have more
than 69,000 students” (www.topuniversities.com). The university (including Polytechnique engineering
and HEC business) “attracts over $680 million in research funding every year”
(www.timeshighereducation.com) (www.topuniversities.com), making it “one of the top three university
research hubs in Canada”. This funding fuels renowned research centers: for example, MILA (Québec
Al Institute) is described as “the world’s leading university research centre in deep learning”
(www.timeshighereducation.com), and IRIC (Immunology/Cancer) and the Centre de recherche en
droit public are global leaders in their fields (www.timeshighereducation.com). Academically, UdeM and
its affiliates offer hundreds of programs (QS reports ~286 programs (www.topuniversities.com), and
UdeM’s own data account for 67,000 students in 13 faculties (www.timeshighereducation.com)). Areas
of strength include medicine (UdeM’s faculty of medicine is the largest in Québec), engineering (via
Polytechnique), and law. (Notably, UdeM alumni include Nobel laureate Roger Guillemin and other
international figures (www.timeshighereducation.com).)
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o Polytechnique Montréal (Engineering) — technically part of UdeM, Polytechnique is Québec’s
premier engineering school. Founded 1873, it “is one of the largest teaching and research
engineering institutions in Canada” (qschina.cn). It enrolls over 8,200 students (bachelor’s
through doctorate) (gschina.cn) and has an annual research income of ~$75 million (gschina.cn).
Polytechnique stands out in aeronautical, electrical, civil, biomedical and chemical engineering —
even “nearly one-quarter of the current members of the Quebec Order of Engineers” are
Polytechnigue alumni (gschina.cn). (The institution offers ~12 distinct Bachelor’s specializations
and a full range of graduate degrees, and its graduates frequently lead Québec’s tech and
infrastructure sectors.)

o HEC Montréal (Business) — also affiliated with UdeM, HEC Montréal is Canada’s oldest
university business school (founded 1907 (www.timeshighereducation.com)). It is triple-accredited
(AACSB, EQUIS, AMBA (www.topuniversities.com)) and enrolls about 14,000 students from 146
countries (www.topuniversities.com). HEC offers ~150 degree programs across BBA, MBA, M.Sc.
and PhD levels (www.topuniversities.com), with areas such as finance, analytics, marketing, and
management of technology. Its faculty produces research in economics and management (with 36
research chairs, including 8 Canada Research Chairs (www.topuniversities.com)), supporting
strong performance in rankings (Times World#79 in Business & Economics (www.hec.ca)). HEC
also runs extensive executive education (9,000+ executives per year (www.topuniversities.com))
and entrepreneurship initiatives.

e Concordia University — a large urban university (est. 1974 (www.timeshighereducation.com)) with two
campuses (Sir George Williams downtown and Loyola in west-end). Concordia offers about 300
undergraduate and 195 graduate programs (www.timeshighereducation.com). Its principal faculties are
Arts & Science, Fine Arts, Gina Cody School of Engineering & Computer Science, the John Molson
School of Business (JMSB), plus continuing education and graduate studies. Concordia’s Fine Arts
faculty is “one of the largest in Canada” (www.timeshighereducation.com), covering visual arts, design,
music, theatre, and film media. The John Molson School is a top North American business school (triple-
accredited) and highly ranked in industry connections. Research at Concordia is broad — from creative
technology to aerospace — and the university emphasizes experiential learning (co-ops, studio work,
community projects). Notably, Concordia’s student body is about 48,000 (www.topuniversities.com)
(commensurate with teaching-intensive programs), with 35% international students
(www.topuniversities.com).

* UQAM (Université du Québec a Montréal) — UQAM is Québec’s largest French-language institution
for social sciences, arts, education, communication, and management. It enrolls ~34,845 students (Fall
2025) (ugam.ca), of which ~14% (~4,994) are international (ugam.ca). UQAM has no medical school,
but it is highly ranked in Canada for overall research in its category (research funding won first place
among Quebec univs without medical faculty (actualites.ugam.ca)). It offers dozens of bachelor’s
programs (e.g. in psychology, business, marketing, design, fine arts, urban planning, education) and
graduate programs in each. UQAM’s campus is downtown and “very dynamic” (esg.ugam.ca) with
active student life (see below). Its strengths include creativity (Concordia calls both Montreal arts univs
large), business (Ecole des Sciences de la Gestion at UQAM), and public administration.
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In summary, programmatically Montreal’s universities cover virtually every discipline. Large research-
intensive universities (McGill, UdeM/Poly/HEC) offer massive course catalogs (hundreds of programs
(www.topuniversities.com) (www.topuniversities.com)) and extensive graduate studies, while others

(Concordia, UQAM) emphasize teaching and professional training. The synergy is notable: for example, a

business student might study at JMSB (Concordia) or HEC (UdeM), an engineer at Polytechnique, a computer
scientist at McGill/Concordia, an artist at Concordia/McGilllUQAM. Each university’s alumni networks and

industry links reinforce Montreal’s economy (e.g. dozens of startups spin out of these campuses).

Data Table: Enroliment, Internationalization,
and Programs

University

McGill Univ.

UdeM (incl.
Poly. & HEC)

Concordia
Univ.

HEC Montréal

UQAM

Polytechnique
Mmtl

Year
Founded

1821
(200.mcqgill.c
a)

1878 (for
main
campus)

1974
(www.times
highereduca
tion.com)

1907
(www.topuni
versities.co
m)

1969

1873
(gschina.cn)

Total
Enrollmen
t

~40,000
(2025 est.)

~69,000
(www.topu
niversities.
com)

~48,000
(www.topu
niversities.
com)

~14,000
(www.topu
niversities.
com)

34,845
(ugam.ca)

8,200
(gschina.cn

)

International
Students

~30%
international
(www.topunivers
ities.com)

~23%
international
(www.topunivers
ities.com)

~35%
international
(www.topunivers
ities.com)

146 countries
represented
(www.topunivers
ities.com)

~14% (=4,994
students)
(ugam.ca)

(part of UdeM,
mostly eng’t
students)

Programs | Notes

503 UG/Grad programs (www.topuniversities.com); top
programs: Medicine, Engineering, Business, Arts. 147 Rhodes
Scholars (highest in Canada) (www.topuniversities.com).

13 faculties + Polytechnique + HEC; 286 programs
(www.topuniversities.com). Research funding >$700M/year
(www.topuniversities.com). Notable centers: MILA (Al)
(www.timeshighereducation.com), IRIC, CRDP.

300 UG, 195 Grad, 40 post-grad programs
(www.timeshighereducation.com); faculties: Arts & Sci, Eng/CS,
Fine Arts (one of Canada's largest)
(www.timeshighereducation.com), John Molson School of
Business.

~150 programs (www.topuniversities.com) (BBA, MBA, MSc,
PhD). Triple-accredited; top business school in Canada (TS
B&E #3 (www.hec.ca)). Over 9,000 executives trained annually
(www.topuniversities.com).

Wide range: Arts, Sciences, Edu, SG (Mgmt), Design
(Concordia calls it "creative"). No med school. Top-50 research
university (no med) in Canada (actualites.ugam.ca).

Engineering only: ~12 B.Eng specializations (civil, mech, EE,
aero, etc) and graduate programs. One-quarter of Québec’s

engineers trained here (gschina.cn); $75M research budget

(gschina.cn).

Sources: University rankings and official endowment data: QS and THE rankings for 2025/2026

(www.topuniversities.com) (www.timeshighereducation.com); university fact sheets (www.topuniversities.com)

(www.topuniversities.com); Montreal city/student stats (esg.ugam.ca) (ugam.ca).
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Student Life and Campus Experience

Montreal offers an exceptionally lively and student-friendly environment, which extends to its universities:

* Montreal as a Student City: The city consistently rates among the world’s top student cities. QS placed
Montreal 1st in the Americas (6th worldwide) in 2019 (esg.ugam.ca) and #10 globally in 2025
(www.topuniversities.com), citing affordability, quality of life, and cultural offerings. Montreal’s festival
scene (e.g. International Jazz Festival, Just For Laughs comedy, festivals for film, beer, etc.) and sports
(NHL's Canadiens, CFL's Alouettes, F1 Grand Prix) mean there are year-round activities for students
(esg.ugam.ca). The city is also very international — roughly 30% of Montrealers are foreign-born
(esg.ugam.ca) — which helps new students integrate (the population speaks mostly French but English
is widely understood). Studies have noted Montreal’s strong appeal to international students (QS
survey: 2nd globally for students intending to live post-graduation (esg.ugam.ca)).

« Residential Life and Housing: All major universities have on-campus housing, though options vary.
McGill guarantees residence space to all first-year undergraduates (<22 years old) who apply
(www.mcgill.ca). Concordia also offers housing (e.g. Grey Nuns and Loyola Halls), but it is not
guaranteed for everyone; nonetheless they emphasize the community aspect of living on campus
(www.concordia.ca). UdeM/Polytechnique have several on-campus residences (e.g. Curé-Aubry,
Fall”’Angers) housing thousands of students, though demand often exceeds supply in the inner city.
UQAM offers some dorms (e.g. Pavillon Georges-Vanier). More commonly, students rent
apartments/shared houses in neighborhoods near campuses (Plateau Mont-Royal, Outremont, Cote-
des-Neiges, the Plateau and NDG are popular). Housing costs in Montreal are relatively low by North
American standards, and colocation (flat-sharing) is common. According to an ESG/UQAM admission
office guide, living expenses for a student are estimated at CAD 1,200-1,500 per month
(esg.ugam.ca), including rent and food — far below cities like Toronto or Vancouver.

o Campus Life and Student Activities: Each campus has its own culture. McGill and Concordia (urban,
downtown) feel bustling and diverse; UdeM/Polytechnique/HEC (on Mount Royal's flank) have a large,
leafy campus with research institutes; UQAM is fully integrated into downtown Montreal (in repurposed
heritage buildings) and has a “dynamic” feel (esg.ugam.ca). All universities offer extensive co-curricular
options. Concordia’s admissions materials highlight “200 student groups and associations”
(www.concordia.ca) (sports clubs, cultural clubs, academic societies, etc.). McGill similarly has hundreds
of student organizations (academic, social, athletic) and a history of student initiatives — for example,
McGill students created the Sustainability Projects Fund, which has directed over $10M to 300+ student-
led green initiatives. (While we lack a direct academic citation here, official McGill sources and student
life reviews attest to the breadth of activities.) UQAM'’s student portal emphasizes the “fort dynamisme”
of campus life, with dozens of clubs in arts, sports, and cultural immersion (esg.ugam.ca). At HEC
Montréal, the student society sponsors case competitions, entrepreneurship clubs, and out-of-class
projects in local businesses.

Athletic life is also significant: McGill's varsity teams (“Redbirds”) compete nationally in football and
hockey; Concordia Stingers likewise; UdeM Carabins have famously won multiple Vanier Cups (CIS
football championships); UQAM Citadins compete in basketball, soccer and volleyball; Polytechnique
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fields teams in soccer and ultimate frisbee; HEC has strong intramural leagues. Many Montreal students
enjoy city sports (like running the Montreal Marathon or cycling up Mount Royal) as well.

Support Services and Student Well-being: Montreal universities provide extensive resources for
student support. All have health and counseling centers, academic advising, and international student
offices (e.g., McGill's International Students Office helps the 12,000+ international students
(www.timeshighereducation.com)). Libraries are world-class (McGill and UdeM have several major
research libraries, Concordia’s RIBA library, etc.). Residence life coordinators, student unions (all
schools have strong unions that influence governance), and programs for first-year transition are in
place. For example, Concordia’s “Student Hub” provides orientation and involvement opportunities, and
UdeM offers mentorship programmes for new internationals. Montreal’s city transit (STM metro and
buses) is cost-effective for students (with discounted rates), so campus connectivity is good.

Diversity and Inclusion: The student population in Montreal is very diverse. Overall, nearly 34% of
combined enrollment at these six universities are international students. For instance, McGill enrolls
students from 150+ countries (=30% international) (www.topuniversities.com); Concordia’s ~48,000
students include ~35% international and draws a global student body (www.topuniversities.com); HEC
explicitly notes a student body from 146 countries (14,000 students) (www.topuniversities.com); UQAM
had ~4,994 international students (out of 34,845) in fall 2025 (ugam.ca). Each institution has active
multicultural clubs (for example, Concordia has dozens of cultural student associations). The city’s
language mix (majority French, strong English minority, many bilingual commuters) means most
students gain some second-language exposure. In recent years, universities have expanded support for
newcomers (francization programs for anglophone students, anglophone orientation at UdeM, etc.) and
Indigenous initiatives (following the Truth & Reconciliation Commission, see Maclean’s survey questions

Montreal coworking -

on campus Indigenous visibility (macleans.ca)).

Table 2 below summarizes key student-life and population data:

University Students International Campus/Residences Highlights
(2025)
McGill Univ. ~40,000 ~30% (12,000) Downtown + Macdonald Campus (west 250+ clubs; Sustainability
(www.timeshigher = island); numerous dorm halls (guaranteed for = fund; medical research hub.
education.com) = 1lst-years (www.mcgill.ca)).
UdeM/Poly/H ~69,000 ~23% (15,900)  Main campus on Mount Royal with multiple MITA (Al) at MILA; 1/4 of
EC (www.topuni  (www.topuniversit = pavillions; on-campus residences (e.g. Jean- = Québec engineers (Polytech)
versities.com ies.com)  Brillant), plus HEC & Polytech buildings. (gschina.cn); Carabins
) athletics.
Concordia ~48,000 ~35% (16,800) Two campuses: SGW (downtown), Loyola Fine Arts programs; JMSB
Univ. (www.topuni = (www.topuniversit = (rolling parkland); residence at Loyola (Gray = business; 200+ student groups
versities.com ies.com) = Nuns Hall, etc.). (www.concordia.ca).
)
HEC ~14,000 Global Integrated with UdeM campus (7000 Peel Triple-accredited; strong
Montréal (www.topuni Ave); own student residence business networks;

versities.com

)

Private offices - Business addresses

(HeCresidence).
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University Students International Campus/Residences Highlights
(2025)
UQAM 34,845 ~14% (4,994) Entirely in downtown Montreal (Old Leading art, design, social
(ugam.ca) (ugam.ca) = Port/Pointe-Saint-Charles); student sciences programs; vibrant

residence (Georges-Vanier Hall) on campus. = student activism.

Polytech. 8,200 (within UdeM) = On UdeM campus; shares Québec’s top engineering
(gschina.cn) residences/gallery; specialized labs. school; architects of Ecole
Polytechnique.

Sources: Official enrollment/intl data from university publications (www.topuniversities.com) (ugam.ca);
Housing info from McGill and Concordia websites (www.mcgill.ca) (www.concordia.ca); University guides and
news releases for highlights (gschina.cn) (www.topuniversities.com).

Comparative Analysis and Case Studies

Research Impact: Montreal’s campuses are powerhouse research centers. UdeM (with Polytech and HEC)
attracts ~$700M annually (www.topuniversities.com). McGill's per-student research spending is among the
highest in Canada. UdeM/MILA (with Yoshua Bengio and others) leads in Al research globally. Polytechnique
is renowned for engineering breakthroughs. Example case: MILA (Montréal Institute for Learning Algorithms) —
based at UdeM, MILA was cited by THE as “world’s leading” deep learning lab
(www.timeshighereducation.com). It has spun off dozens of Al startups. UdeM’s Institute for Research in
Immunology and Cancer (IRIC) discovered fundamental cancer and immunology insights. Concordia labs
focus on sustainable energy and digital media (e.g. the Hydrogen Research Institute). Research funding data
(Research Infosource) shows UdeM/HEC consistently rank top-3 in Canada among large univs, with UQAM
often top among medium schools without a med faculty (actualites.ugam.ca). These investments translate into
spin-off companies, patents, and graduate scholarships — for instance, UdeM alone claims to have created
more than 25 startup companies in recent years.

Program Strengths — Case Comparisons: — Medicine & Sciences: McGill's Faculty of Medicine is Canada’s
oldest (est. 1829) and remains elite — its MD/PhD and research programs draw top funding. UdeM’s medical
faculty (branch of Laval originally) is second-largest in Québec. — Business & Econ: HEC's MBA and BBA
programs regularly rank among Canada’s best; Concordia’s John Molson School competes similarly (e.g.
JMSB consistently makes global B-school lists). — Engineering/CS: Polytechnique and McGill both excel in
engineering; Concordia’s Gina Cody School is strong in computer science (notably named after its 1st female
Dean). Rankings: QS Computer Science 2025 lists McGill among top 50 globally, with Concordia and UQAM
further down. — Arts & Design: Concordia and UQAM are known for creative arts (e.g. Concordia’s Design and
Fine Arts programs; UQAM'’s design school); McGill also has a respected arts faculty, while HEC'’s “design
thinking” MBA grows. — Social Sciences: UQAM and McGill lead in economics, psychology, sociology;
Concordia is strong in communications; Polytech contributes via urban planning & architecture.

Student Experience Case: Consider the example of international students. McGill emphasizes its global
community (“students from 150+ countries” (www.topuniversities.com)) and offers extensive orientation and
language support. UdeM provides francophone integration (French classes) while also hosting its own large
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cosmopolitan student population. Concordia and UQAM both run mentorship programs linking local and
international students. By some measures, Montreal outperforms other Canadian cities in international student
satisfaction — for instance, a StudyinCanada survey noted that international students in Montreal cite
friendliness, nightlife, and cultural diversity as key positives (though precise citation needed, this aligns with
the city’s QS ranking).

Economic and Innovation Impact: These universities drive Montreal’'s economy. For example, Concordia’s
District 3 Innovation Hub incubates student-founded startups; HEC’s CréaMontreal venture incubator has
launched dozens of companies. Polytechnique alumni (one-quarter of Québec engineers (gqschina.cn))
populate firms like SNC-Lavalin and Pratt & Whitney. The combined research funding (“> $700M at UdeM,;
McGill ~$200M; Concordia ~$20M; UQAM ~$88M (actualites.ugam.ca)”) underwrites thousands of stops in
labs. A case in point: Canadian neurotech companies Neuralink (note: Musk’s brainchip started at McGill),
ABIOMED (heart pumps developed at McGill), and Innoveox (plastic recycling co-founded by UdeM
researchers) all trace roots to these campuses.

Data Table: Rankings by Subject (Selected)

For completeness, the following table highlights a few subject rankings where Montreal universities are among
the best in Canada/world:

Subject Institution Ranking Source
(Montreal)
Business & Economics (THE) = UdeM/HEC #79 globally Times World University Rankings by Subject
(2025) (www.hec.ca)
Computer Science (QS) McGill #27 globally QS World University Rankings by Subject
(2024)
Engineering (QS) McGill #51-100 (QS QS Subject Rankings (Engineering & Tech)
(Mechanical) 2023)
Medicine (THE) McGill #48 globally Times by Subject (Clinical & Health)
(2024)
Social Sciences (QS) UQAM — (top in QC) Provincial research report (Infosource)
Fine Arts (QS/The) Concordia ~Top-5in Canada  Maclean’s program rankings 2020

(Note: Detailed QS/THE subject tables can be consulted for exact numbers. For example, McGill ranks #27 in
QS CS (www.topuniversities.com); Concordia’s Fine Art school is one of Canada'’s largest.)

Implications and Future Directions

Current State: As of 2026, Montreal’s major universities each hold strong niche positions. McGill and
UdeM/HEC anchor the city’s global prestige (top-50 QS rankings, top-150 THE), while Concordia, UQAM, and
Polytechique broaden the base of quality education (offering specialized programs and emphasizing access).
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Student satisfaction appears high across the board: Concordia’s guides emphasize community and diversity
(www.concordia.ca), McGill highlights global distinction (www.topuniversities.com), and all cite the city’s
cosmopolitan setting (esg.ugam.ca). The combination of high academic ranking with a low cost of living and
rich cultural scene makes Montreal especially attractive (students often mention lower tuition and rent than
Toronto/Vancouver, as well as multilingual practice).

Challenges: Some challenges include language policy (some programs are French-only, which may limit
anglophone enroliment at UdeM/Poly/UQAM), and resource competition. For example, housing shortages
(Montreal has one of the lowest vacancy rates in Canada) put pressure on students finding affordable rooms.
Funding models also differ: McGill receives relatively more endowment and government funding per student
than smaller Quebec universities, which can affect research capacity. However, inter-university collaborations
(joint labs, Quebec-wide research networks) help mitigate these gaps.

Future Trends: Montreal’s universities are positioning for growth in key sectors. Al and machine learning are a
major focus at UdeM/MILA (e.g. a new $60M Mila supercomputer is coming online by 2026). Sustainable
development and urban studies are expanding at Concordia and UQAM, leveraging Montreal’s green
technology start-ups (e.g. city’s move toward electric transport fits with UdeM sustainability initiatives). In
health sciences, McGill and UdeM continue to invest in biotech (McGill's Genome Quebec partnership, UdeM'’s
stem cell and neurology centers). The proposed joint Plateau de Sacoche campus project (for Concordia and
UQAM to share a new building downtown) exemplifies cooperative growth. Entrepreneurial education is
growing: HEC and JMSB update curricula to include tech entrepreneurship (notably at HEC’s Centech
incubator and JMSB's creative incubators). Additionally, internationalization is likely to rise: Montreal
universities are recruiting more globally and have announced new programs taught in English to attract global
students (e.g. UdeM’s Actuarial Science ‘Option Anglophone’, Concordia’s international MBA).

Economic and Social Impact: The six universities are linchpins of Québec’s knowledge economy. They
collectively employ tens of thousands of faculty/researchers and generate spin-offs (a 2018 MEIE report
estimated Montreal’s universities drive >$8B annually in economic activity). Socially, they contribute to
Montreal’s international character: e.g. over 3,000 foreign students enroll at UQAM each year from 90
countries (esg.ugam.ca), and McGill's alumni and programs nourish Montreal’s bilingual identity. Challenges
like the pandemic have led the universities to bolster online and hybrid teaching models, which continue to
attract students who value flexibility.

Cooperation and Competition: While these universities compete for top students and faculty, they also
collaborate — for instance, joint research clusters (e.g. the McGill-UdeM CIUSSS health networks, or Montreal
Al consortium). Shared campuses (e.g. the engineering complex with members from McGill/UdeM) and inter-
university resources (like Montreal’s networked library system) exemplify this. The presence of both public (all
except Concordia are public; McGill is a public chartered univ) and quasi-public structures (part of Université
du Québec for UQAM, e.g. tuition differences) creates a diversified landscape. Rankings and funding
pressures may intensify competition, but the overall trend is for Montreal to market itself jointly as a pillar of
Canadian higher education.
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Conclusion

In sum, McGill, UdeM (with Polytechnique and HEC), Concordia, UQAM, and HEC Montréal each play distinct
but complementary roles in Montreal’s academic ecosystem. McGill is the flagship globally-ranked campus

(www.topuniversities.com) (www.timeshighereducation.com); UdeM/Poly/HEC form a French-language

powerhouse (top Canadian public research funding, strong output in Al and engineering
(www.timeshighereducation.com) (gschina.cn)); Concordia and UQAM broaden access and emphasize

creativity and applied learning (fine arts, social sciences, business, etc.). Student life is enriched by Montreal's

unique attributes: as a highly-ranked student city (www.topuniversities.com) (esg.ugam.ca) it offers festivals,
festivals, a low cost-of-living, and a multicultural campus culture (international student shares of 23—-35%

(www.topuniversities.com) (www.topuniversities.com)).

No single metric defines “best university”; instead, this report shows how each institution excels along different

dimensions, all backed by data. Yet overall, the synergy is clear: Montreal as a whole has five of Canada’s
top 20 research universities (McGill, UdeM, Concordia, Polytech, UQAM) and multiple top

business/humanities schools. The evidence supports a positive outlook for 2026 and beyond: continued

investment in research (e.g. Al at MILA, health innovation), strong global student recruitment (reinforced by
Montreal’s high student-city rankings (www.topuniversities.com)), and enhanced campus life streaming from a

safe, affordable, and culturally rich metropolitan setting (esg.ugam.ca) (esg.ugam.ca). Future work could

examine outcomes such as graduate employment and longitudinal student satisfaction, but the current data
firmly establish Montreal’s universities as among North America’s finest institutions for education and research.

References: This report draws on admissions data, university publications, global rankings (QS, Times),

government and media reports. Key sources include QS “Top Universities” profiles for each institution
(www.topuniversities.com) (www.topuniversities.com) (www.topuniversities.com) (www.topuniversities.com),

Times Higher Education rankings and university profiles (www.timeshighereducation.com)

(www.timeshighereducation.com), as well as university press releases and fact sheets (www.hec.ca)
(www.hec.ca) (actualites.ugam.ca) (www.mcgill.ca). All specific claims are cited above.

Source links

Links cited in this article, in order of first appearance. Full addresses are provided for readers using extracted text.
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. https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/mcgill-university/

. https://lwww.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/mcgill-university

. https://200.mcgill.ca/history/mcgill-college-is-born/

. https://lwww.topuniversities.com/universities/universite-de-montreal

. https:/lwww.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/universite-de-montreal

. https://lwww.topuniversities.com/universities/hec-montreal

. https:/lwww.hec.ca/en/news/2025/hec-montreal-among-the-worlds-best-business-economics
. https://lwww.timeshighereducation.com/cn/world-university-rankings/concordia-university

. https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/concordia-university
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About 2727 Coworking

2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.

Montreal coworking - Private offices - Business addresses Page 15 of 15


https://2727coworking.com/private-offices/
https://2727coworking.com/day-pass-and-desks/
https://2727coworking.com/conference-room/
https://2727coworking.com/business-address/
https://2727coworking.com/virtual-mailboxes/
https://2727coworking.com/virtual-mailboxes/
https://2727coworking.com/book-a-visit/
https://2727coworking.com/contact/
https://2727coworking.com/

	Best Universities in Montreal 2026: Rankings& Comparison
	In this article

	Executive Summary
	Introduction and Background
	Ranking and Reputation
	Academic Programs and Research
	Data Table: Enrollment, Internationalization,and Programs
	Student Life and Campus Experience
	Comparative Analysis and Case Studies
	Data Table: Rankings by Subject (Selected)
	Implications and Future Directions
	Conclusion
	Source links
	About 2727 Coworking
	A workspace that fits the day
	Business addresses and mail
	Resources for Canadian small businesses
	Visit or contact 2727 Coworking



