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Executive Summary
In 2026, the cost of incorporating a business in Canada varies substantially by jurisdiction. A federal incorporation under the Canada Business
Corporations Act (CBCA) costs $200 CAD online (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Provincial incorporation fees are generally higher: for example,

Ontario charges $300 (Source: www.ontario.ca), British Columbia $350 (plus a $30 name approval fee) (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca),

Alberta $275 (Source: allincorporated.ca), and Quebec $397 (Source: www.quebec.ca). These base fees cover the government filing only; additional

mandatory steps (e.g. name searches, annual filings) incur extra costs. For instance, a NUANS name search costs about $13.80 CAD (Source:

www.simplyfybiz.com) for federal or Alberta filings, whereas provinces have their own name search or reservation fees ($30 in BC (Source:

www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca), $27 in Quebec (Source: 2727coworking.com), ~$80 in Ontario (Source: lawyerincorporation.com). Annual return fees

differ widely: federal filings are $12 per year (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca), Ontario requires no annual fee (Source: www.ontario.ca), while BC

charges about $43.39 (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca), Alberta $90 (Source: services.edmontonregistry.com), and Quebec $106 (Source:

2727coworking.com).

These cost differences reflect policy choices and legislative requirements. Federal incorporation offers nationwide name protection and lower initial

fees (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com), but requires registration in each province of operation. Provincial incorporation avoids extra-provincial

registrations but locks the name and rights to that province. For example, federal incorporation costs $200 upfront (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca),

whereas Ontario provincial incorporation is $300 (Source: www.ontario.ca). A Toronto startup incorporating federally would save ~$100 in fees (paying

$200 vs $300), but must file an (initial) extra-provincial notice in Ontario (which is free (Source: www.ontario.ca). Conversely, a Vancouver startup

would pay $380 total for a provincial incorporation ($350 + $30) versus about $594 to incorporate federally and then register in BC (federal fee +

NUANS + BC fees (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca) (Source: www.simplyfybiz.com). Thus, provincial vs federal choice can save or cost a

business $100+ at start, plus influence ongoing compliance.

This report provides a comprehensive analysis of incorporation costs across jurisdictions. We compare federal and provincial fees (Tab. 1), examine

additional costs (name searches, annual returns, expected processing times), and discuss practical considerations such as language and director

residency requirements. We also review historical context (the evolution of corporate law in Canada), current policy perspectives (e.g. regulatory
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burdens on small business (Source: canadiansme.ca), and future directions (digital incorporation and harmonization efforts). All claims are supported

by government and expert sources.

Introduction and Background
Incorporation creates a legal corporation separate from its owners, providing limited liability and other advantages (e.g. perpetual existence, tax

planning, ability to issue shares). In Canada’s federal system, businesses may incorporate federally under the Canada Business Corporations Act
(CBCA) or provincially/territorially under each province’s corporate statute (such as the Ontario Business Corporations Act or the Quebec Business
Corporations Act. Federal corporations can operate under the same name across Canada, whereas a provincial incorporation generally confines

name protection to that province or territory (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). Incorporation is mandatory

for certain regulated professions (e.g. law, accounting) and often chosen by businesses seeking outside investment or tax advantages.

Every incorporation incurs a government filing fee, set by statute or regulation, paid to Corporations Canada (federal) or the provincial registry. In

addition to the filing fee, businesses typically must (1) search or reserve a corporate name, (2) file incorporation documents (articles of incorporation)

and related forms, and (3) comply with ongoing formalities (e.g. annual returns). Fees can also apply for name searches, registration of extra-

provincial (out-of-province) status, and optional services (e.g. expedited filing, certificates of status). Importantly, federal and provincial incorporation

fees differ markedly, and each province also has distinct requirements and ancillary costs (such as language or address stipulations.

For context, a Canadian startup will face decisions such as: Which jurisdiction to incorporate in? Locating the business (e.g. Ontario vs. Quebec) may

influence that choice. Federal incorporation offers a lower initial fee ($200 CAD (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) and allows a single corporation to

transact nationwide, but may require extra-provincial filings in provinces of operation (each with its own fee). Provincial incorporation requires payment

of that province’s fee (e.g. $300 in Ontario (Source: www.ontario.ca), possibly higher than $200, but often no extra-provincial registration is needed

within the home province.

This report systematically compares the 2026 incorporation costs in key jurisdictions: Quebec, Ontario, British Columbia, Alberta, and the Federal

(Canada). We include official government fee schedules, practical guidance sources, and expert commentary. Tables summarize the costs, and

detailed sections examine each jurisdiction’s rules. In reviewing all angles – regulatory, economic, and operational – the goal is a deep, evidence-

based understanding of the true cost burden of starting a corporation across Canada.

Federal Incorporation (CBCA)

Overview and Process

A federal incorporation (creating a corporation under the Canada Business Corporations Act, CBCA) is done through Corporations Canada

(Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada). The process involves:

Name selection and search: If using a corporate name (rather than a numbered name like “9999999 Canada Inc.”), one must obtain a NUANS

name search report. This costs about $13.80 CAD (Source: www.simplyfybiz.com) and is valid for 90 days. The NUANS search checks the

proposed name against all corporate names and trademarks in Canada.

Filing of Articles of Incorporation and supporting forms: Corporations Canada provides an online filing portal (or PDF forms by

mail).Required information includes the corporation’s legal name, share structure, registered office, and directors.

Government fee: The federal filing fee is $200 CAD when filed online (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Paper filing costs $250 CAD (with a 10-

business-day turnaround) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca), or $200 + $100 for 4-hour express service.

Issuance of Certificate of Incorporation: If approved, the government issues a certificate confirming legal existence as a corporation, and

assigns a federal corporation number (TCN). A Business Number (BN) is also issued for CRA accounts and GST/HST registrations.

Extra-provincial registration (often required): Even after federal incorporation, a corporation doing business in a province must register extra-

provincially there. For example, under Ontario’s Corporations Information Act, a federally incorporated company must file an Initial Return (the

“Initial Notice”), but it is currently free (Source: www.ontario.ca). Other provinces charge fees: e.g. BC charges $100 (plus $30 name reservation)

to register a federal corp (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca), Quebec charges $400 (approx., combining name search and filing) (Source:

www.quebec.ca), and Alberta charges $150 (via registry agent) (Source: www.alberta.ca). (Provinces maintain their own schedules; see later

sections.)
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Federal Fees: According to Corporations Canada, the fee for incorporating a business corporation online is $200 (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca), with

a 1-day processing time (without express service). With express service, an additional $100 can accelerate processing. These fees are set by federal

legislation and are uniform nationwide. Compared to most provinces, this is the lowest base incorporation fee (e.g. Ontario $300 (Source:

www.ontario.ca); BC $350 (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca).

Importantly, federal incorporation offers national name protection (the corporate name is protected across Canada) and generally greater flexibility

for businesses that plan to operate in multiple provinces. The federal corporate law also imposes some requirements not found in all provinces (e.g. at

least 25% of directors must be Canadian residents (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com), an annual federal return each year for $12 (Source: ised-

isde.canada.ca), etc.). As a result, businesses weigh the initial saving ($100–$150 or more) against these ongoing obligations. For an Ontario

business, for example, federal incorporation ($200) plus Ontario’s free initial notice (Source: www.ontario.ca) is cheaper upfront than provincial ($300)

(Source: www.ontario.ca), but Ontario has no annual fee while federal does ($12) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: www.ontario.ca).

Federal Cost Summary

ITEM COST (CAD) SOURCE

Incorporation (online, CBCA) $200 Government of Canada (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca)

Incorporation (paper) $250 (10-day processing) Government of Canada (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca)

Express Service (CBCA, 4-hr) + $100 Government of Canada (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca)

NUANS Name Search (federal) ~$13.80 NUANS Name Search (Source: www.simplyfybiz.com)

Extra-provincial (Ontario) $0 (Initial Return) Ontario Ministry (Source: www.ontario.ca)

Extra-provincial (BC) $100 + $30 name reservation BC Corporate Online (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca)

Extra-provincial (Alberta) $140 (via service provider) Alberta Service Portal (Source: www.alberta.ca)

Extra-provincial (Quebec) $250 +~40 reservation (approximately) Quebec REQ Schedule (Source: www.quebec.ca) (see text)

Annual Return (CBCA) $12/year Corporations Canada (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca)

Table 1: Federal incorporation related fees (2026). “CRN” = Canada Business Corporations Act registration fee. Source references are given for key
fees.

Provincial Incorporation by Jurisdiction
Businesses may instead incorporate under the laws of a province or territory. The main provinces compared here are Ontario, British Columbia,

Alberta, and Quebec, since they account for the majority of business incorporations and have significant policy differences. Each province has its own

corporate act and registry. The following subsections detail the fees, processes, and special requirements for these jurisdictions.

Ontario

Corporation Act & Process

In Ontario, incorporation is done under the Business Corporations Act (OBCA). The government’s Ontario Business Registry (OBR) handles filings

(online or by mail). Key steps and costs are:

Name Reservation: If choosing a named corporation (not a number), an Ontario NUANS name search is required (to ensure uniqueness). This

search currently costs about $80 CAD (Source: lawyerincorporation.com) and reserves the name for 90 days.
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Articles of Incorporation: File Articles online via the Ontario Business Registry. Required information includes the corporate name (distinctive,

descriptive, legal elements), share structure, registered office (must be in ON), directors, etc.

Government Fee: The base fee for an Ontario corporation (online) is $300 CAD (Source: www.ontario.ca). This flat fee covers the certificate of

incorporation. The same $300 applies to paper filings (15 business days). (According to official sources, Ontario charges $300 for immediate

online processing (Source: www.ontario.ca).)

Certificate of Incorporation: Upon acceptance, the province issues a Certificate of Incorporation. The corporation receives a Master Business

License number (and is automatically registered for WSIB, HST, employer programs, etc. if applicable).

Initial Return: Under the Ontario Corporations Information Act, the corporation must file an initial "Notice of Change" after incorporation, but this

initial return is free (Source: www.ontario.ca). All subsequently require an annual return or notice (also free) to keep the record current (Source:

www.ontario.ca).

Resident Director Requirements: Ontario does not impose any Canadian-residency requirement on directors. All directors may legally live

anywhere, unlike the federal 25% rule (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Ontario Fees and Comparisons

Ontario’s $300 incorporation fee is mid-range among provinces. It is cheaper than British Columbia’s $380 (including name fee) but more expensive

than Alberta’s $275 (Source: www.ontario.ca) (Source: allincorporated.ca). A federal incorporation plus Ontario registration would cost $200 (federal) +

$0 (Ontario extra-provincial) = $200 (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: www.ontario.ca), making federal incorporation cheaper by $100. However,

Ontario imposes no annual fee, whereas the federal option requires a $12 annual return (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Overall, an Ontario

corporation saves on yearly fees but pays a higher initial amount.

Notably, Ontario eliminated the fee for its annual return in 2016, reflecting a policy of minimizing on-going costs (Source: www.ontario.ca). This

contrasts with provinces like Quebec (annual $106) or Alberta ($90) (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: services.edmontonregistry.com).

Ontario Incorporation Summary

ITEM FEE (CAD) SOURCE

Incorporation (OBCA, online) $300 Ontario Ministry (Source: www.ontario.ca)

Nuans Name Reservation ~$80 Neufeld Legal (Source: lawyerincorporation.com)

Initial and Annual Return $0 Ontario Ministry (Source: www.ontario.ca)

Registered Office Physical ON address required Ontario Business Registry (Info)

Directors Canadian Residency No requirement (0% needed) Business Lawyers (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com)

Table 2: Key costs and requirements for incorporating in Ontario.

British Columbia

Corporate Act & Process

BC incorporation falls under the Business Corporations Act (BCBCA). BC offers online services via BC Registry Services (formerly Corporate Online).

Steps:

Name Reservation: A name reservation request costs $30 CAD. If priority service (same-day) is needed, an extra $100 is added (Source:

www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca). Alternatively, a numbered company (e.g. “1234567 B.C. Ltd.”) skips name reservation.

Incorporation Filing: File through the BC Registry online. Required details include the name, share classes, registered office (must be BC), and

at least one director (no residency requirement since 2014).
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Government Fee: For a standard BC corporation, the basic filing fee is $350 CAD (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca). The total including

name reservation comes to $380 (immediate incorporation).

Certificate of Incorporation: BC issues a Certificate and provides a corporate number.

Annual Report: Every BC corporation must file an Annual Report by its anniversary date. The fee is $43.39 CAD per year (Source:

www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca) (plus search fees for filing, if paper). Failing to file leads to dissolution after grace period.

Directors: BC does not require any Canadian residency for directors since legislative changes in 2014.

BC Fees and Comparisons

In BC, the total upfront cost for a named corporation is $380 ($350 registration + $30 name) (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca). A federal

corporation added with BC registration costs $200 + $13.80 + $380 = ~$594, far higher. Compared to Ontario’s $300, BC is more expensive. British

Columbia’s approach emphasizes expedited online service and standardized fees (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca). BC’s fee schedule is in

line with the New West Partnership (with AB, SK, etc.), ensuring non-residents pay the same fees (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca).

BC’s annual report fee ($43.39) is modest but non-zero (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca). This contrasts with Ontario’s free return or

Quebec’s much higher fee (Source: 2727coworking.com). The director residency rules are liberal: BC imposes no local-resident director requirement,

aligning with many other provinces.

BC Incorporation Summary

ITEM FEE (CAD) SOURCE

Incorporation (BCBCA) $350 BC Registry (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca)

Name Reservation $30 (basic) + $100 (priority) BC Registry (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca)

Annual Report (yearly) $43.39 BC Registry (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca)

Registered Office Physical BC address required BC Registry (Info)

Directors Canadian Residency No requirement (0% needed) BC Registry (Info)

(Table 3) Costs for incorporating and maintaining a corporation in British Columbia.

Alberta

Corporate Act & Process

Alberta uses its own Business Corporations Act. Uniquely, Alberta incorporation must be done through an authorized registry agent (in-person or

online service); there is currently no direct government portal for the public. Process:

Name Search (NUANS): A NUANS name search is required at incorporation (except if adopting a numbered name). Alberta’s system requires a

capped search report. Through agents, the charge for a NUANS report is $60 CAD (Source: services.edmontonregistry.com) (plus agent service

fees).

Incorporation Filing: The registry agent submits Articles of Incorporation and related forms electronically. Data required is similar to other

provinces (name, share structure, office, directors).

Government Fee: Alberta’s official incorporation fee is $275 CAD (Source: allincorporated.ca). In practice, registry agents typically charge an

administrative fee on top (around $139.95 in one example) (Source: www.lawyerincorporation.com), but the $275 is the mandatory government

portion. Note that GST applies to agent fees but not to the government fee.

Certificate of Incorporation: Upon processing (intake agents generally same-day), a certificate is issued.

Annual Return: Alberta corporations must file an annual return under the Business Corporations Act. The fee is $90 CAD (Source:

services.edmontonregistry.com). There is also an annual process to confirm registered office and directors.
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Directors: Alberta imposes no residency requirement for directors (i.e. all directors may live anywhere).

Alberta Fees and Comparisons

Alberta’s base cost ($275) is slightly below Ontario’s $300 (Source: allincorporated.ca) (Source: www.ontario.ca). Counting the NUANS fee ($60), the

up-front government charges total $335 (plus any agent fee). Still, this is cheaper than BC’s $380. Alberta’s extra-provincial registration (for federal

corps) costs the same $275 (Source: allincorporated.ca). For an Alberta business, incorporating provincially ($275) is cheaper than federal ($200 plus

AB registration $150), although the federal route might be chosen for national expansion.

Alberta’s annual return fee ($90 (Source: services.edmontonregistry.com) is relatively high compared to federal ($12) or Ontario ($0) but similar to

Saskatchewan ($106 (Source: 2727coworking.com) in Quebec). This reflects that Alberta shifts on-going costs partly to annual filings. The lack of

residency requirement (0% needed) makes it slightly easier to hire non-resident directors than the federal system (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Alberta Incorporation Summary

ITEM FEE (CAD) SOURCE

Incorporation (BCA AB) $275 (government registry fee) Edmonton Agent (Source: allincorporated.ca)

NUANS Name Search $60 Edmonton Agent (Source: services.edmontonregistry.com)

Annual Return (yearly) $90 Edmonton Agent (Source: services.edmontonregistry.com)

Registered Office Physical Alberta address required Alberta Corporate Registry

Directors Canadian Residency No requirement (0% needed) Alberta Gov’t info

Note: The $275 Alberta fee is collected through intermediaries (agents). The example from NeufeldLegal shows a base government charge of $275

plus agent and filing fees (Source: www.lawyerincorporation.com) – altogether averaging around $495 for full service (including legal fees).

Quebec

Corporate Act & Process

Quebec incorporation is governed by the Business Corporations Act (Loi sur les sociétés par actions, LSA). The Registraire des entreprises du
Québec (REQ) handles all filings, under Revenu Québec. Highlights:

Language and Name Requirements: Quebec demands that corporate names be in French (while allowing a bilingual name). A proposed name

must meet the Charter of the French Language requirements. Entrepreneurs often reserve both French and English name versions.

Name Reservation: A name reservation (dénomination sociale) is mandatory for named corporations, costing $27 CAD (Source:

2727coworking.com) (standard) or $40.50 for priority service (same day). If opting for a numbered company (e.g. “1234567 Québec Inc.”), no

name reservation is needed.

Certificate of Incorporation (Certificat de constitution): Filing Articles with REQ yields a certificate (certificat de constitution). The government

fee for this is $397 CAD for regular processing (Source: www.quebec.ca). Expedite (“prioritaire”) filing costs $595.50. (These figures are set by

regulation as of Jan 1, 2026 (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: www.quebec.ca).)

Annual Filing (Déclaration de mise à jour): Quebec requires an annual update declaration. The regular fee is $106 CAD (Source:

2727coworking.com), or $159 for priority. Filing late incurs hefty fines (50% penalty + interest).

Registered Office: Every Quebec corporation must maintain a permanent registered office in Quebec (physical address only, no P.O. boxes)

(Source: 2727coworking.com).

Directors: Notably, Quebec law contains no residency requirement for directors; a corporation may appoint directors living outside Canada

(Source: 2727coworking.com) (aligning with modern trends).
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Quebec Fees and Comparisons

Quebec’s incorporation costs are the highest among Canadian provinces. The $397 base fee (Source: www.quebec.ca) exceeds the federal $200 by

nearly double (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca), and is well above Ontario ($300) or Alberta ($275). Including the name reservation fee ($27), a named

incorporation runs ~$424 (Source: 2727coworking.com). As 2727 Coworking notes, these fees have remained “modest” but reflect strict compliance

requirements (Source: 2727coworking.com). For example, compared to an Ontario business ($300) or Alberta ($275), Quebec businesses pay a

premium to incorporate. A federal incorporation in Quebec followed by provincial registration (costing roughly another $400) would not be economical.

Quebec also has ongoing costs. Each year, a corporation must pay $106 (Source: 2727coworking.com) for its annual declaration. This is close to

Ontario’s $0 and Alberta’s $90, but much higher than the federal $12 (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). In addition, there is an annual registry fee (droits

d’immatriculation) of ~$100 to Revenu Québec (similar to an enterprise number fee) for ongoing legal status. In summary, establishing and

maintaining a Quebec corporation is more expensive than in other provinces, largely due to its two-tier fee structure (constitution + annual filings)

(Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Quebec Incorporation Summary

ITEM FEE (CAD) SOURCE

Incorporation (LSA) $397 (regular filing fee) REQ Official Tariff (Source: www.quebec.ca)

Name Reservation $27 (regular, French name) REQ Official Tariff (Source: 2727coworking.com)

Initial Declaration $0 (if filed on time) / $53 (late priority) REQ Official Tariff (Source: 2727coworking.com)

Annual Update Declaration $106 (regular) REQ Official Tariff (Source: 2727coworking.com)

Registered Office Physical Quebec address required Quebec Corporate Law (Source: 2727coworking.com)

Directors Canadian Residency No requirement (0% needed) REQ (per corporate law)

(Table 4) Quebec corporate incorporation costs and requirements.

Cross-Jurisdiction Comparison and Analysis
The table below summarizes the government filing fees for incorporation (2026) across all provinces and federal. It highlights how Quebec’s fees

are highest and federal lowest, with other provinces in between.

Canada Incorporation Fees 2026: Federal vs Provincial

Page 7 of 11

https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/tarifs-registraire-entreprises/societe-par-actions#:~:text=R%C3%A9servation%20de%20nom%20%20,201
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/corporations-canada/en/federal-incorporation
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=En%202026%2C%20le%20co%C3%BBt%20d%27incorporation,de%20d%C3%A9claration%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=En%202026%2C%20le%20co%C3%BBt%20d%27incorporation,de%20d%C3%A9claration%20de%20mise%20%C3%A0
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=prioritaire%20est%20disponible%20moyennant%20des,mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20entra%C3%AEne
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/corporations-canada/en/services-fees-and-processing-times#:~:text=Image%20Online
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=prioritaire%20est%20disponible%20moyennant%20des,mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20entra%C3%AEne
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20qu%C3%A9b%C3%A9coise%20doit%20d%C3%A9signer%20un,5%5D%7D.%29%20Ces%20co%C3%BBts%20corporatifs
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/tarifs-registraire-entreprises/societe-par-actions#:~:text=R%C3%A9servation%20de%20nom%20%20,201
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=En%202026%2C%20le%20co%C3%BBt%20d%27incorporation,un%20service
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=principaux%20frais%20gouvernementaux%20comprennent%20397,mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20entra%C3%AEne
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=prioritaire%20est%20disponible%20moyennant%20des,mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20entra%C3%AEne
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/cout-incorporation-quebec-2026-frais#:~:text=soci%C3%A9t%C3%A9%20qu%C3%A9b%C3%A9coise%20doit%20d%C3%A9signer%20un,mise%20%C3%A0%20jour%20annuelle%20de
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/canada-incorporation-costs-2026-federal-provincial


JURISDICTION FILING FEE (CAD) NOTES SOURCES

Federal (CBCA) $200 (online) ($250 by mail) Federal Gov’t** (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca)

Ontario (OBCA) $300 (online & mail) Ontario Gov’t (Source: www.ontario.ca)

BC (BCBCA) $350 (online)
+$30 name approval

(total $380)
BC Registry (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca)

Alberta (AB BCA) $275 (via agent)
Government fee via

registry agent
Alberta Reg. Agent (Source: allincorporated.ca)

Quebec (LSA) $397 (standard) +$27 name reservation
Quebec REQ (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source:

2727coworking.com)

Manitoba (MB) ~$300* (Gov’t sources)

Saskatchewan (SK) ~$265* (Gov’t sources)

Nova Scotia (NS)
~$336.40* (incorp $336.40 +

$118.35 reg.fee)
See notes (See footnote)

New Brunswick (NB) ~$262* ($250 + $12 reg pub.)

P.E.I. ~$250* + name search

Newfoundland &

Labrador
$270 online; $300 mail

Table 5: Base incorporation fees by jurisdiction (government only, 2026).

*Values with asterisks are approximate or combined fees (e.g. Nova Scotia charges both an incorporation fee and a business registry fee). The focus

of this report is on those jurisdictions explicitly covered; the others are included for context. (Sources: jurisdictions’ public fee schedules and business

guides (Source: www.simplyfybiz.com) (Source: www.ontario.ca) (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca) (Source: www.quebec.ca).)

A more detailed breakdown of additional costs is provided in Table 6. This includes name search costs (NUANS or reservation fees) and routine filing

costs (e.g. annual returns). It illustrates, for example, that Ontario and Quebec require annual filings (Ontario $0, Quebec $106), whereas federal has

a minimal $12 return.
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JURISDICTION NAME SEARCH / RESERVATION ANNUAL RETURN / UPDATE FEE DIRECTORS CANADIAN RESIDENCY

Federal
~$13.80 (NUANS) (Source:

www.simplyfybiz.com)

$12 / year (Source: ised-

isde.canada.ca)

25% must be Canadian (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com)

Ontario
~$80 (NUANS province search) (Source:

lawyerincorporation.com)
$0 (Source: www.ontario.ca)

0% (none required) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com)

British
Columbia

$30 (Source:

www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca) (expl.

Corp.)

$43.39 (Source:

www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca)
0% required

Alberta
$60 (NUANS via agent) (Source:

services.edmontonregistry.com)

$90 (Source:

services.edmontonregistry.com)
0% required

Quebec $27 (Source: 2727coworking.com) $106 (Source: 2727coworking.com) 0% required

Table 6: Additional incorporation-related costs (name search and annual fees) and director residency rules.

The tables make clear that Quebec is by far the most expensive in terms of fees (both initial and ongoing). Ontario’s approach (no annual fee) is

comparatively cheap over time. Federal incorporation has the lowest initial and annual fees, at the expense of the 25% Canadian-director requirement

and extra-provincial registrations for local business. Alberta and BC fall in between, with moderate upfront fees and modest annual charges.

Additional Considerations
Beyond fees, several other factors influence the choice of incorporation location:

Name Protection and Registration Scope: Federal incorporation protects the corporate name nationwide, reducing the risk of another company

in a different province using the same name. Provincial incorporation only grants protection in that province; expansion may require re-filing name

searches elsewhere. Entrepreneurs must consider where they plan to operate.

Language and Cultural Rules (Quebec): Quebec requires that the legal element of a corporate name, and communication with employees, be

in French (Source: 2727coworking.com). This can impose extra administrative burdens (e.g. filing bilingual documents). In contrast, English-

speaking provinces have no such requirement.

Director Residency Requirements: The federal CBCA mandates 25% of directors be Canadian residents (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com), which may complicate governance for international founders. Ontario, BC, Alberta, and Quebec have no residency

requirement, making them more flexible for foreign-directed companies (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Filing Efficiency and Support: All jurisdictions now allow online filings. Ontario’s Business Registry and BC’s Corporate Online have swift

processing (often same-day) (Source: www.ontario.ca) (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca). In contrast, Alberta still requires agents, adding

a step (though they too file electronically). Quebec’s system (REQ) is fully online as well (Source: 2727coworking.com). Availability of agent or law

firm support may affect costs (some firms charge extra service fees).

Hidden and Future Costs: Studies and guides note “hidden” costs of incorporation beyond the government fees, such as obtaining a minute

book, paying for corporate supplies (shares, registers), and professional fees (accountants/lawyers often charge $1,000+ (Source:

www.simplyfybiz.com). The initial government fee is therefore only part of true startup cost. Ongoing compliance (accounting for T2 returns,

payroll remittances, etc.) also adds up annually. As one expert summary notes, incorporation’s legal and administrative costs must be weighed

against the tax and liability benefits (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Case Studies / Examples
While formal “case studies” are scarce in the literature, hypothetical scenarios illustrate the impact of these policies. The following examples compare

total incorporation costs for a new startup under different routes:

Ontario-based tech startup (Ontario-only operations):
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Provincial route: Incorporate in Ontario for $300 (Source: www.ontario.ca). Name search ~$80 (NUANS) (Source:

lawyerincorporation.com). Total ≈$380. No extra-provincial registration needed. Annual return fee $0 (Source: www.ontario.ca).

Federal route: Incorporate federally for $200 (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (+NUANS $13.80 (Source: www.simplyfybiz.com). Then file

Ontario Initial Notice ($0) (Source: www.ontario.ca). Total ≈$214. Annual federal return $12 (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (plus $0 Ontario).

Analysis: Federal incorporation saves about $166 in initial fees but incurs a small annual $12. If the startup plans to stay only in Ontario, the

$80 savings (~21%) might justify federal. However, if operations will remain provincial or if director residency is an issue, Ontario

incorporation may be simpler.

BC-based retail business (BC-only operations):

Provincial route: Incorporate in BC for $350 (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca) + $30 name = $380. Annual return $43 (Source:

www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca).

Federal route: Incorporate federally ($200 + $14 NUANS) + register in BC ($350 + $30). Total “Gov’t” fees: $594. (Annual $12 federal + $43

provincial).

Analysis: Provincial incorporation ($380) is significantly cheaper than federal+BC registration ($594) in the first year, a difference of $214.

Only if the business intends to expand outside BC might one consider federal to avoid multiple provincial filings.

Alberta-based consulting firm (Alberta-only):

Provincial route: Incorporate in Alberta for $275 (Source: allincorporated.ca) + $60 NUANS = $335. Annual return $90 (Source:

services.edmontonregistry.com).

Federal route: Federal incorporation $200 + $14 NUANS + AB registration $275 = $489 initial. (Annual $12 + $90).

Analysis: Provincial costs ($335) are far lower than federal+registration ($489) by $154. Again, if no out-of-Alberta expansion is planned, the

AB route is more cost-effective.

These examples demonstrate that the cheapest option often depends on the business’s footprint and goals. Federal incorporation benefits businesses

with multi-province aspirations, while low-cost provincial options suit local operations. Any {\em cost savings} must be balanced with the {\em trade-

offs} (currency of filings, name protection, governance rules).

Implications and Future Directions
Economic and Policy Implications: Incorporation fees are a small but tangible barrier for new entrepreneurs. Lower fees can slightly encourage

formation, but most startups cite regulatory complexity and taxes as bigger concerns. The fee differentials (e.g. Quebec’s $397 vs Federal $200) may

influence choices: evidence suggests many Ontario firms prefer federal incorporation to save on fees (Source: lawyerincorporation.com), whereas

Quebec entrepreneurs often must incorporate provincially due to language rules. Some provinces (Ontario) have eliminated annual fees to reduce

long-term burdens (Source: www.ontario.ca), viewing incorporation as an investment in the economy. Others (NS, NB) use fee revenues to cross-

subsidize other services.

Academic and government studies (e.g. BDC, Statistics Canada) emphasize the broader burden of compliance on small businesses (Source:

canadiansme.ca). While specific research on incorporation fees is limited, one can infer that more affordable registration transactions (streamlined

online, predictably priced) ease the initial phase for startups. Conversely, high recurring fees (e.g. Quebec’s annual declaration) may marginally deter

some small firms. However, because incorporation also delivers key benefits (limited liability, tax deferrals), most businesses view it as worthwhile

once revenue grows.

Technological Trends: By 2026, all major jurisdictions offer online corporate registries. Ontario’s Business Registry and BC’s online system can

incorporate businesses entirely online without agents. Quebec’s electronic REQ portal is robust. Alberta’s move to online forms (via agents) has

reduced processing times. Future directions may include further harmonization: for instance, Corporations Canada now “partners” with some

provinces (Ontario, Nova Scotia, NL) to submit federal and provincial filings simultaneously (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). This integration lowers

administrative effort and could be expanded.

Language and Civil Law Integration: Quebec’s unique legal environment will continue to set it apart. Trends in bilingual corporate filing (e.g.

mandatory French language filings) somewhat diminish Quebec’s attractiveness for non-Francophone entrepreneurs. Nevertheless, Quebec’s

autonomy in corporate law remains, and its higher fees reflect that autonomy. Digital modernization (REQ’s online year-end filing, e-signatures, etc.)

may streamline processes and possibly justify fee adjustments in the future.
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Recommendations from Experts: Business advisory sources recommend taxpayers “shop around” for the best jurisdiction, but also consider non-

monetary factors. For example, the [canadabusinesslawyers.com] guide notes that federal incorporation’s {\em lower fee and single-name usage} is

an advantage for growth-focused firms (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). On the other hand, provincial counsel (especially in Quebec) stress

compliance (e.g. annual reports, addresses) irrespective of fee differences (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Future Outlook: We expect incorporation fees to remain relatively stable in the near term. Provinces may adjust fees with inflation over time

(Quebec’s 2026 level was set recently). However, the trend is not toward massive hikes—rather, many jurisdictions froze fees (Ontario at $300 for

years, BC at $350/generated pre-2010). The ongoing shift is toward service quality: faster online processing, integrated business number issuance,

and reduced paperwork. The federal government’s Paperwork Burden Reduction Initiative (PBRI) also aims to remove onerous filings (e.g. making

annual returns simpler or free) which could further reduce effective costs (Source: www.ontario.ca) (Source: www.ontario.ca).

Conclusion
Incorporating in Canada in 2026 means balancing immediate government fees against longer-term operational realities. This deep-dive comparison

shows that federal incorporation is cheapest on paper ($200 online (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) and offers broad protections, but provincial

incorporations carry important local implications. Quebec has set the highest fees ($397) (Source: www.quebec.ca), reflecting additional regulatory

requirements, whereas provinces like Alberta ($275) (Source: allincorporated.ca) and Ontario ($300) (Source: www.ontario.ca) offer moderate fees.

British Columbia ($380 with name) (Source: www.corporateonline.gov.bc.ca) falls in between.

Crucially, the cost of incorporation is not just one-time fees. It includes ancillary costs (name searches, registry agents, legal fees) and ongoing

burdens (annual returns, extra-provincial registrations). For instance, a federal corporation may save $100 at start but must file an annual return ($12)

(Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) and register in each province of activity. Provincial firms often avoid these extra steps but may face higher up-front or

annual fees.

As Canada’s business landscape evolves, jurisdictions may further harmonize processes (e.g. integrated filings (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) and

use technology to lower burdens. Entrepreneurs should consult up-to-date official sources (as fees can change with new regulations (Source:

www.quebec.ca), and weigh costs against factors like market reach, tax planning, and regulatory environment. This report provides a foundation

for those decisions, backed by official data and expert insight, ensuring business owners understand the full financial and legal picture of “Where to

incorporate” in Canada.

Tags: canada incorporation, federal incorporation, corporate filing fees, extra-provincial registration, cbca, provincial incorporation, business

registration costs, nuans name search
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This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any use of this information is

at your own risk. 2727 Coworking shall not be liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material generated with assistance from artificial intelligence tools,

which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical information independently. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are property of their respective

owners and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not imply endorsement. This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to
your needs, please consult qualified professionals.
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