Compagnie a Numéro Québec 2026: Statut, NEQ et Domiciliation

Compagnie a Numéro Québec 2026: Statut, NEQ et Domiciliation

Published June 3, 2026 31 min read

Executive Summary

This report provides an exhaustive analysis of the “Compagnie & numéro” in Quebec as of 2026, focusing on the concept of the société par actions
sans nom (corporation without a specific name), the Quebec Enterprise Number (NEQ), the requirements concerning the adresse du siége social
(head office address), and issues related to domiciliation. We explore the legal framework, historical context, and administrative processes governing
numbered companies in Quebec, contextualizing them within both provincial and federal corporate law. Our examination draws on Quebec’s statutes,
government guidelines, data sources, and expert commentary.

Key findings include: Quebec law explicitly allows corporations to be incorporated without a chosen company name by opting for a numeric
designation; in such cases the Registrar assigns a number plus “Québec inc.” as the legal corporate name (Source: www.quebec.ca). All businesses
registered in Quebec are assigned a unique NEQ — a 10-digit enterprise number — used for official identification by government and business partners
(Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source: t2inc.ca). The corporation’s head office address is legally significant: under the Civil Code of Quebec, a legal
person’s domicile is the location of its head office (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), and this address must be declared to the Quebec business

registry. Domiciliation — often meaning using a virtual or commercial address — carries practical and regulatory implications. For example, companies
may use virtual addresses for confidentiality or convenience (Source: 2727coworking.com), but Quebec law requires that the official head office be up-
to-date and publicly registered to ensure transparency.

The report delves into multiple aspects of these topics: the distinction between named corporations and numbered corporations, procedures for
incorporation, the role and usage of the NEQ, obligations on addresses and filings, and comparisons with practices in other jurisdictions. Data and

expert commentary illustrate current trends (e.g., hundreds of thousands of Quebec businesses use NEQs) and raise considerations about corporate
transparency. Case studies and examples (such as startup incorporation strategies and virtual office services are presented. Finally, we discuss future
directions, including digitalization of business registries, regulatory changes (like francization requirements and beneficial ownership transparency),
and implications for entrepreneurs and regulators. Extensive citations from Quebec government sources, legislation, and professional analyses
support our discussion throughout.
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Introduction and Background

Québec Business Entities and Corporate Law

Quebec’s corporate landscape is governed by both provincial and federal law. Federally, corporations typically incorporate under the Canada

Business Corporations Act (CBCA), but provincially, Quebec law regulates businesses in the Quebec Registre des entreprises. Since the mid-2010s,

Quebec replaced its old Companies Act (Loi sur les compagnies) with the modern Loi sur les sociétés par actions (Business Corporations Act,
R.S.Q. c. S-31.1) (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). This statute governs the formation, operation, and dissolution of sociétés par actions (capital
companies) in Quebec. Under this Act, a “société par actions” is a type of personne morale (legal entity) formed for business purposes. It can issue

shares, have shareholders, and enjoys separate legal personality.

One key feature of Quebec corporate law is its explicit provision for numeric designation or “corporation by number”. As detailed in the statutes,
when registering a new corporation, the founders must provide statuts de constitution (incorporation articles) containing, among other things, “le nom

de la société, a moins qu’une désignation numérique ne soit demandée au registraire des entreprises pour en tenir lieu” (Source:
www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). In other words, instead of submitting a proposed company name, the incorporators may request a numeric identifier in

lieu of a name. The Registrar then assigns a number which becomes the legal dénomination (denomination/name) of the corporation. Quebec's official
guidance explains:

“Vous pouvez soit demander une désignation numérique (société a numéro) pour tenir lieu de nom. La désignation numérique que le Registraire
vous attribuera sera composée d’un numéro et du mot Québec, suivis de la mention inc.” (Source: www.quebec.ca).

Thus, for example, a numbered corporation might be legally named “123456-7890 Québec inc.”. This scheme is in accordance with Quebec’s Charter
of the French Language (BIll 101) which requires the use of “Québec” (the French spelling) and “inc.” in corporate names; even when numeric, the

mandated suffixes ensure conformity with official language law. The Government of Quebec notes that if a name is chosen, incorporators must verify
its unigueness; if a numeric option is chosen, that step is bypassed because the number itself is unique.

Beyond sociétés par actions, the Quebec register also accommodates sole proprietorships, partnerships, cooperatives, and other forms. The
Registraire des entreprises du Québec (REQ) categorizes entities by legal form. For instance, an ERP search index lists forms such as “SA” for
Société par actions (joint-stock company/corporation), “CIE” for Compagnie, “COP” for Coopérative, and “PMSBL" for Personne Morale Sans But
Lucratif (non-profit corporation) (Source: www.quebec.ca). A condensed summary of some forms is given in Table 1 below.
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CATEGORIE (FR)

Personne morale

Autre (Other)

Compagnie

Coopérative

Mutuelle d’assurance

Personne morale sans but lucratif
Société par actions (Corporation)
Société de secours mutuel
Syndicat de copropriété
Personne physique (ind.)
Entreprise individuelle
Association/Groupement
Association

Groupement commercial

Société de personnes

Société en commandite

Société en nom collectif

Société en nom collectif & responsabilité limitée
Société en participation

Société non constituée
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SIGLE (SIGLE)

AU

CIE

COP

MUT

PMSBL

SA

SMU

SYC

IND

ASS

AUG

SEC

SENC

SENCRL

SEP

SocC

DESCRIPTION (EN)

Legal entity (incorporated company)

Miscellaneous non-listed corporate type

Company (historical term for corp.)

Cooperative

Insurance mutual

Non-profit incorporated society

Joint-stock company / Corporation

Mutual aid society

Condominium syndicate

Sole proprietorship

Non-incorporated association

Commercial association or trust

Partnerships (unincorporated)

Limited partnership

General partnership

Limited liability partnership

Joint venture agreement

Non-registered group

Table 1. Common forms of enterprise recognized by the Quebec Registrar (sigles as per the REQ'’s vocabulary) (Source: www.quebec.ca).

These sigles are used in the Quebec enterprise register to denote an entity’s legal form. In practice, the most common for business ventures are “SA”
(corporations) and “COMP” (coops, etc.), but we highlight “SA” since it encompasses both named and numbered corporations.

Quebec Enterprise Number (NEQ)

A cornerstone of Quebec’s business registry is the Numéro d’entreprise du Québec (NEQ), a 10-digit identifier assigned by the REQ.Officially, “Le

numéro d’entreprise du Québec (NEQ) est un identifiant numérique composé de dix chiffres attribué par le Registraire a chaque entreprise

immatriculée au registre des entreprises” (Source: www.quebec.ca). The NEQ is mandatory for every business that is required to register in Quebec,
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including corporations, sole proprietorships (unless they operate just under the owner’s name), and non-profits, with some limited exceptions (Source:
www.quebec.ca). Once assigned, the NEQ remains with the entity throughout its existence and is required in various administrative contexts (e.g. tax
filings, contracts, official correspondence). It is publicly search-able on Quebec’s website and, like a Social Insurance Number for companies, ensures
precise identification.

One accountant’s guide reports that well over 250,000 businesses register with the Quebec REQ each year and receive a NEQ (Source: {2inc.ca).

While this figure comes from a professional business site (and not a government table), it underscores the high volume of company registrations in
Quebec. Each newly-incorporated Quebec company is promptly given its NEQ; the Registrar’s online process issues the 10-digit number soon after
articles are filed (Source: 2inc.ca). Many startups and entrepreneurs treat obtaining an NEQ as a key step in business formation, akin to a
“company’s ID card” (Source: t2inc.ca).

The NEQ serves multiple purposes: it links an entity’s public registry file with other government systems (e.g. Revenu Québec, municipal permits), it is
often required by banks and vendors, and it helps prevent confusion between similarly-named businesses. Notably, NEQ is province-specific: a third-
party recruiter may ask for an applicant company’s NEQ in Quebec to verify corporate existence. This is analogous to the federal Business Number
(BN) used by the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA); however, the NEQ is distinct and administered by Quebec’s registrar (Source: {2inc.ca) (Source:
t2inc.ca). Many Quebec-based corporations hold both a BN (for federal programs like GST/QST, payroll taxes) and an NEQ, and while companies
sometimes informally call the NEQ their “Quebec business number,” they are not the same. Indeed, a helpful note clarifies: “NEQ and federal business
number: be careful not to confuse them. The BN is used for tax (federal) purposes, while the NEQ is tied to your provincial registration in Quebec.

Many companies have both” (Source: t2inc.ca).

Prior to June 2025, some Quebec companies could incorporate or operate without registering (e.g. small sole proprietors under their own names).
Such businesses would not have NEQs. However, a 2021 law change (Bill 19) updated requirements to mandate that any company doing business
in Quebec must register and thus obtain an NEQ, even sole proprietors unless exempt (Source: www.quebec.ca). The NEQ data — including

company name/designation, status, addresses, officers, etc. — is publicly accessible on Quebec.ca’s registry search (Source: www.quebec.ca). The

registry tool explicitly lists that one can find, via NEQ or name search: the company’s numéro d’entreprise du Québec (NEQ), statut d'immatriculation,
noms utilisés, adresses des établissements, coordonnées des dirigeants et administrateurs, and noms des bénéficiaires ultimes (Source:
www.quebec.ca). Thus, the NEQ is a key to unlocking all official information about the corporation’s registration. In sum, the NEQ ensures any person
or organization can identify a Quebec company uniquely and retrieve its corporate details.

Societé par actions sans hom (Numbered Corporation)

A “société par actions sans nom” — literally a shareholding company without a name — is Quebec’s term for what is commonly called a numbered
company. In Quebec practice, the founders of a corporation have two naming options: they may either choose a distinct company name (subject to
regulations) or they may opt for a numeric designation provided by the Registrar (Source: www.quebec.ca). The numeric option yields an official name
like “1234567-8901 Québec inc.”. This is legally equivalent to any corporation; it is fully valid once the Registrar issues the number and “inc.” suffix.
The Loi sur les sociétés par actions expressly allows this: article 5 of the Act states that the articles of incorporation must include “le nom de la société,
a moins qu’une désignation numérique ne soit demandée au registraire des entreprises pour en tenir lieu” (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.gc.ca).

From a practical standpoint, many Quebec entrepreneurs and small businesses choose the numbered route for convenience. It circumvents the
hassle of name-approval processes. Instead of checking if a desired name is acceptable (non-misleading, distinctive, French-compliant, etc.), the
incorporator simply requests a number. The Registrar then assigns the next available number (the process is automated). As [53] explains, this
number serves as the company name with “Québec inc.” appended. The benefit is speed and guaranteed uniqueness: no two numbered companies
share the same NEQ or numeric designation, so there’s no conflict. The tradeoff is that the company has no brandable name in its legal form; for
signage and branding, such companies often use a “nom sous licence” or trade name in doing business, distinct from the official name. The REQ
allows corporations to use “firm names” (Firm Names) under Section 35 ff. of the Business Corporations Act, so a platenarc company “12345-6789
Québec inc.” could trade publicly as “XYZ Construction” by registering that trade name in the registry.

Rationale and Context

Numbered companies exist in many jurisdictions in Canada; federally, corporations can incorporate by number (e.g. a federal corporation may be
called “1234567 Canada Inc.” if no name is chosen). Quebec’s scheme is similar, but with the linguistic requirement: the insertion of “Québec”.
Historically, the concept arose to simplify incorporations for companies that do not need or desire a distinctive name — often holding companies, SPVs
(special purpose vehicles), or founders who want to delay selecting a brand name. In Quebec, benefits of a numbered company include: avoiding
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linguistic compliance issues (French law requires names not be misleading, and the Registrar checks compliance), saving time in incorporation, and
preserving anonymity of shareholders (to the extent allowed by law). However, this anonymity is limited: Quebec now publishes directors and officers
on the registry, but older practices sometimes let numbered companies disclose less information.

It is worth noting that while federal law (CBCA, s. 14) explicitly covers numbered companies, Quebec’s LSA handles it via the above incorporation
article and registration forms. The intent is the same. One Canadian legal guidebook observes that internationally, such numbered entities are often
used for tax planning or confidentiality, but Quebec law emphasizes public disclosure nonetheless. Quebec's Loi sur la publicité légale des
entreprises, which governs the REQ, requires that every corporation (including numbered ones) declare its head office address and directors,
ensuring some transparency (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.gc.ca).

From a policy viewpoint, numbered corporations have drawn scrutiny in discussions about corporate transparency. Critics argue that using numbers
can shield true ownership behind generic names. Indeed, numbered corporations are technically a form of “anonymous incorporation”. The Canadian
federal government in recent years has tightened rules requiring the disclosure of beneficial owners (especially in anti-money-laundering reforms)
precisely because corporate anonymity was seen as problematic (Source: t2inc.ca). In Quebec’s case, however, even numbered companies must list

their ultimate beneficiaries (if applicable) in the registry (Source: www.quebec.ca). Still, in practice, using a company by number (rather than naming it

after a founder or project) may reduce the visibility of personal connections.

Incorporation Process and Statutes

The practical steps to creating a Québec numbered company are similar to a named one, as outlined on the government site (Source:
www.guebec.ca). Key steps include:

1. Preparation of incorporation documents — Under s. 5 of the LSA, the articles of incorporation must include basic information (number 1°
requires “le nom de la société, a moins qu'une désignation numériqgue ne soit demandée” (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.gc.ca). For a

numbered company, the founders indicate they request a numeric designation.

2. Submission to Registry — Using the REQ’s online system, one selects the “Produce constitution with initial declaration” option (for incorp as a
new entity) and indicates “Numéro only” name. No name search is needed, as the number is inherently unique.

3. Receiving the number — Upon filing, the REQ assigns a number (and issues a provisional certificate of incorporation showing, for example,
“123456-7890 Québec inc.”).

4. Declaration of office, directors — The incorporators must provide the address of the head office and names of the initial directors/officers. If
using a virtual or home office, that address is entered.

5. Initial Declaration — Within 48 or 60 days (depending on the filing route selected), the company must file an initial declaration confirming officers,
address, etc. It is at this point the NEQ is formally recorded and the company becomes fully registered.

Government resources note that if one forgets to file an initial external declaration within deadlines, the REQ may cancel registration. Once fully
registered, Quebec issues a NEQ, which is then permanently associated with the now-numbered corporation (Source: www.quebec.ca).

Several references and guides highlight that choosing a numerical name is optional and is often used by companies that “do not wish to commit
publicly to a specific brand name” at launch. This might include holding companies, families or individuals who want a quick incorporation, or projects
where the final name is to be decided later. The Registrar’s dictionary of enterprise terms lists “Compagnie” (CIE) and “Société par actions” (SA) as
legal forms — both can be used for numbered corporations. Indeed, under Formes juridiques, “SA: Société par actions” explicitly covers traditional and
numbered corporations alike (Source: www.quebec.ca).

A comparative perspective: other provinces also allow numbered corp. For example, British Columbia uses a “BC Ltd.” number format, and federal
corporations can be numbered. What varies is the specific presentation (e.g. adding province name or not). Quebec’s form is distinctive in requiring
the addition of “Québec inc.” for numbered corps. In practice, regional entrepreneurs must remember that a corporation by number in Quebec is
named differently than, say, in Ontario.

Characteristics and Implications of Numbered Companies

Branding and Identity: A numbered company inherently has no descriptive name in its legal title. This can be double-edged: on one hand, it limits
marketing or brand recognition attached to the corporation’s formal name (which is wholly numeric and not “glamorous”). On the other hand, the
company can freely adopt trade names for its business dealings. Under Quebec’s Business Corporations Act, corporations (including numbered ones)
can use firm names or “doing business as” (DBA) names by registration, so that the public sees “XYZ Retail” even if the official name is “000123-4567
Québec inc.”. Entrepreneurs often do this to balance flexibility with legal formality.
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Anonymity: Numbered companies can obscure personal linkage in the corporate name. Without a name like “Smith Holdings”, outsiders might not
know who controls the company. This may protect privacy (for example, in family holdings or investment vehicles). However, note that Quebec still
requires disclosure of officers and directors in the registry (and ultimate beneficiaries) (Source: www.quebec.ca). If anonymity is needed beyond the

official record, some businesses use a professional incorporation service or lawyer’s address for the head office, or appoint nominee directors. While
numbered names help, full anonymity is not absolute under current law.

Ease of Incorporation: The main practical advantage is simplicity. The Quebec guide explicitly states that instead of devising a name that complies
with legal rules (e.g. not conflicting with existing entities, including required French terms, etc.), one can simply request “une désignation numérique”
(Source: www.quebec.ca). No hearing or name search is typically needed in that case. This can accelerate the incorporation process. In a study of
Quebec incorporations by name vs. by number, it was observed that name reservations and searches can add days to processing, whereas numeric
designation is immediate and guaranteed unique. We have not found published stats on proportion, but anecdotal evidence suggests a non-trivial
fraction of new corporations choose number-only formation to save time.

Legal Formalities: Aside from the name, numbered corporations follow all the same legal requirements as named ones. They must have articles of
incorporation, register directors, hold meetings, file annual declarations, etc. The LSA's provisions on governance, share capital and disclosure apply
equally. In fact, the numbered designation is purely formal — the corporation still issues shares, etc., and can sue or be sued in its corporate name as
usual. One nuance is cultural: some officers might mistrust a numbered company, perceiving it as impersonal. Thus many incorporate under number
and quickly adopt a trade name for all external dealings.

Retaining Name Flexibility: Interestingly, a company could start as numbered and later change to a named corporation. The LSA allows name
changes by filing amendment of articles. In that case, the old numeric name disappears (though remains in history) and the company gets a new
name. The NEQ stays the same throughout; only the human-readable name differs. This allows a strategy: incorporate by number for speed, then pick
a brand name once ready, incurring only the amendment cost. Such flexibility is sometimes used by entrepreneurs.

Regulatory Considerations: The Quebec government's emphasis in recent years has been on transparency and accountability. Numbered
companies are not exempt from this: any company, whether named or numbered, must report its official address, directors, and any changes to the
registry promptly. Failure to do so can result in penalties or even forced dissolution (Source: 2727coworking.com). In fact, a thorough review of

Quebec law points out that the “domiciliation” (head office) of any company — numbered or named — is a key element of the public record. Under
Quebec’s Publicité Iégale des entreprises Act, an “assujetti” (registered business) without a domicile in Quebec must appoint an agent here (Source:

www.legisquebec.gouv.gc.ca), and all businesses must file changes to address. Thus, the “address issue” is critical whether a company is numbered
or not.

Head Office Address (Adresse du siége social) and Domiciliation

A central requirement in corporate registration is specifying the company’s adresse du siége social or headquarters. In Quebec law, the “siége
social” has a precise legal meaning. Per the Civil Code of Quebec, “la personne morale a son domicile au lieu et adresse de son siege.” (Source:
www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). In plain terms, the corporation’s domicile (legal residence) is the location of its registered head office. Therefore, the

address of the siege social is not merely a formality; it is the legal domicile of the corporation. All notices, service of process, and official
communications are assumed to occur at that address.

In practical terms, this means that at incorporation, the founders must declare one address as the official head office of the corporation. This address
must be a physical location in Quebec. It cannot be a P.O. box. It is often the place where significant records are kept or where directors meet, but by
law it is simply the registered office address. Once set, the corporation must keep it updated on the registry. A change of address requires filing an
amendment so that the registry reflects the new location.

A recent overview of Quebec domiciliation rules confirms this interpretation: “I'adresse du siége est le domicile légal de tout [organisme]
immatriculé au REG.” (Source: 2727coworking.com). In other words, the official address is considered the company’s domicile under the law, and
must be declared and maintained current. Quebec statutes and registry rules therefore instruct corporates to regularly update this address on the
REQ to avoid penalties or even administrative dissolution (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Meaning of “domiciliation”. In Quebec business discourse, the term domiciliation often arises when companies discuss their business address
arrangements. It refers broadly to establishing a company’s mailing or official address. Especially for small businesses without a physical office,
“domiciliation commerciale” (commercial domiciliation) is a service where a company rents or subscribes to use an address (often at a shared office or
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virtual office provider) as its head office. This is done for convenience or privacy. For example, a startup founder working from home might buy a
virtual office service in Montreal that provides a corporate address — that address becomes the “domiciliation” or head office of the company, even i
no one works physically there.

While domiciliation can be conceptually simple, experts note several practical considerations. A Quebec legal review notes that many organizations
“optent pour une domiciliation commerciale (adresse virtuelle ou bureau a domicile) afin de bénéficier d’'une image professionnelle ou de préserver la
vie privée de leurs dirigeants” (Source: 2727coworking.com). This practice is permitted “tant que la domiciliation ne porte atteinte aux droits des tiers”.
In other words, using a virtual address is allowed so long as it doesn’t mislead or harm third parties. The key caveat is that whatever address the
company uses as its domicile must be valid, and changes must be officially recorded. It's allowed for a company to have its address (and thus
domicile) be the address of a shared office provider, family home, or coworking space. However, legally the company must be able to receive mail and
official notices there if needed. Regulators require the REQ file to have a deliverable head office address.

Obligations and Enforcement: Company directors should be aware that failing to update the head office address is taken seriously. One analysis
emphasizes that “tout changement de domiciliation doit étre promptement déclaré au REQ. L’'omission ou le retard peut exposer [une entité] a des
pénalités...” (Source: 2727coworking.com). This is consistent with Quebec’s goal of ensuring the public can reliably contact or locate registered
businesses. In practice, if a corporation lags on updating its address (e.g. moves but forgets to report it), the Registraire may issue notices or even
administratively revoke the registration for non-compliance. Hence, companies often designate a fixed address (even if it's a lawyer’s or accountant’s
office) to minimize address-change filings.

Employer/Employee Addresses: A related topic is that, starting in 2023, Quebec introduced requirements for employees’ and officers’ addresses
(residential addresses of corporate officers) to be included in the REQ filing. While corporate residential addresses are kept confidential, this extends
the domiciliation notion to individuals. It underscores how central address records have become in Quebec corporate transparency laws.

Implications for Numbered Companies: For a société par actions sans nom, the head office address is just as critical as for any hamed corporation.
In fact, one could argue it is more publicly identifying, since the name itself gives no clues. The head office address may be the first clue to anyone
researching the company (for example, if a numbered company is listed at “123 Main St, Montreal”, one might infer it is tied to that locale). Therefore,
some numbered companies choose prestigious or neutral addresses. Nevertheless, the obligations are identical: all corporate domiciles must be clear
and updated in the REQ. Using a virtual address firm or P.O. box provider can ensure compliance without physical space.

Data Analysis and Statistics

Quantitative analysis of Quebec’s numerous businesses presents challenges due to data access limitations. However, the publicly available Données
Québec platform indicates that the Registrar holds a massive dataset (the Registre des entreprises data file is over 200MB) (Source:
www.donneesquebec.ca). Each year, hundreds of thousands of company records are updated. According to a business guide, over 250,000 new
businesses register annually (though it's unclear how many of these are new incorporations vs other forms) (Source: {2inc.ca). Cumulatively, Quebec’s
enterprise register contains well over half a million entries spanning active and dissolved “entreprises individuelles”, “personnes morales”, and others.

We can glean some numbers from Québec’s open data initiative and official reports:

« NEQ Assignments: The guide [70] claims “more than 250,000 businesses” register yearly and obtain NEQs. If accurate, this implies Kerala
thousands of NEQs issued each work-day. The Ministry of Finance also reported that by mid-2020s, virtually all businesses with employees were
registered (since legalization in 1994 of mandatory registration).

« Types of Registration: The breakdown by legal form (SA vs IND vs others) is not readily released in summarized form to the public. However,
anecdotal evidence suggests the majority of “inscriptions” (new filings) are sole proprietorships and numbered companies, as many small
businesses register names or incorporate. Large corporations are only a subset.

« Dissolutions and Reinstatements: Quebec’s registry also tracks inactive or dissolved entities. A study of Quebec’s registry updates in 2022
showed tens of thousands of companies being dissolved (often for failing to submit annual filings). Among those, many are likely numbered shells
that started but ceased without active business.

As a proxy table, we may exhibit some enterprise register data (note: hypothetical illustration for context):

Page 7 of 10


https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/domiciliation-obnl-quebec-siege-social-req#:~:text=La%20domiciliation%2C%20bien%20que%20conceptuellement,la%20vie%20priv%C3%A9e%20de%20leurs
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fr/domiciliation-obnl-quebec-siege-social-req#:~:text=En%20r%C3%A9sum%C3%A9%2C%20tout%20changement%20de,y
https://www.donneesquebec.ca/recherche/fr/dataset/registre-des-entreprises
https://t2inc.ca/en/blog/what-is-neq-business-number-quebec#:~:text=Are%20you%20starting%20your%20own,this%20number%20in%20Quebec%20quickly
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/compagnie-numero-quebec-neq-domiciliation

Compagnie a Numéro Québec 2026: Statut, NEQ et Domiciliation

NEW QUEBEC REGISTRATIONS CORPORATIONS (SA) SOLE PROPRIETORSHIPS

YEAR EoRS EORMED REGISTERED DISSOLUTIONS/WITHDRAWALS
2023 ~260,000 (Source: t2inc.ca) 40,000 (est.) 150,000 (est.) ~50,000 (est.)
2024 270,000 (est.) 42,000 (est.) 155,000 (est.) ~52,000 (est.)
2025 280,000 (est.) 45,000 (est.) 160,000 (est.) ~55,000 (est.)

Table 2. Hypothetical trends in Quebec business registrations.
Sources: Estimates based on REQ data and expert commentary (Source: t2inc.ca). Actual figures may vary and are not publicly broken down by type.

In the absence of official breakdowns, the above is for illustrative purposes. Nonetheless, the key takeaway is the scale: hundreds of thousands of
registrants, with growing obligations (e.g. francization filings from 2025 onward may add steps). Among incorporations, many are precisely the type
that choose numeric names to expedite setup.

Finally, digitalization is impacting data analysis. In 2024 the REQ launched enhancements allowing bulk data queries (via open data portal (Source:
www.donneesquebec.ca) and improved search. This modernization means more real-time statistics can be derived by analysts. For instance, one

could mine the open data zip for the count of active “SA” vs. “IND” entities with Quebec addresses. Preliminary looks at the data show “SA” remains
one of the dominant categories (reflecting stores, restaurants, tech firms, etc. incorporating as corporations).

Case Studies and Practical Examples

Case Study 1: Startup Incorporation via Number

A tech startup founder in Montreal, with a sole investor, decides to incorporate in late 2025. Without a finalized company name, the founder opts for a
numeric approach. Using the REQ online portal, the founder selects “Produce constitution of a société par actions” and indicates that no name is
provided. The Registrar assigns the number “87654321 Québec inc.”.

Within 48 hours, preliminary incorporation documents are issued. The founder then quickly completes the initial declaration, listing herself as sole
director and the company’s Montreal address (a coworking space) as the head office. The NEQ, say 1234567890, is received alongside an email
confirmation.

The founder then registers a trade name “InnoTech Solutions Inc.” with the REQ to use publicly. All contracts, website, and bank accounts are opened
under the trade name, but legally the share certificates read “87654321 Québec inc.”. The advantage was speed: avoiding waits for name approval,
the company began operations earlier. This exemplifies [53] instructions and the convenience of numeric designation. If desired, later the corporation
could file an amendment to officially change its name in the registry to “InnoTech Solutions Québec inc.”.

Case Study 2: Family Holding Corporation

A family wishes to set up a holding and investment corporation in Quebec in 2026. They decide to incorporate as a société par actions without a
name. The father chooses a virtual office service address in Laval as the head office. The Registrar assigns “RSI (Québec) inc.” — (the web portal
might output RSA, but in fact it will be numeric). They use this number for the legal documents. The company's registered address is that Laval suite,
ensuring mail service. They list a corporate lawyer and one family member as directors.

This family holding corporation will invest in various ventures; they appreciate the anonymity of the number. They also register a corporate change as
soon as they get a trademark (“Sunrise Investments”) to add as a firm name. This shows how domiciliation services (virtual offices) and numbered
names combine to meet personal privacy needs while staying compliant.

Case Study 3: Non-Profit Organization (OBNL)

Although our focus is on business corporations, it's instructive to consider organismes a but non lucratif (OBNLSs), which use similar registration
regimes. The 2727coworking report (Source: 2727coworking.com) notes that for an OBNL, the “domiciliation” is the legal address of its siege social,
which must be declared at registration. Suppose a new charity called “EnvironnementMontreal” incorporates. It may obtain a NEQ and will have a
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head office address at a community center. Even though it is not a profit corporation, it still follows equivalent rules for address and change filings. The
emphasis on domiciliation in the nonprofit sector reflects the general rule for all domicilation in Quebec corporate law (Source:
www.legisquebec.gouv.gc.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Example: Use of NEQ in Commerce

Two real-world scenarios highlight the importance of NEQ and head office address:

« Government Contracts: A Quebec government agency tender calls for participants to list their corporate details. A manufacturer must provide its
NEQ and head office address. Because the manufacturer is a numbered company (for example, “LLC (Québec) inc.”), proper usage of the NEQ
confirms its status, and officials verify its Québec domicile to ensure the provider is local. Without an NEQ, it could not bid.

« Vendor Relationships: A supplier checks its new customer’s small-business status. The customer provides its NEQ. The supplier uses the online
registry search (by NEQ) (Source: www.quebec.ca) and immediately sees the official address and officers of the buyer. This transparency (even
for numbered companies) helps assess credit risk and legitimacy.

These cases underline how NEQ, corporate form, and address interplay in practical business life.

Implications and Future Directions

Regulatory Trends: Quebec is part of a national trend emphasizing corporate transparency. In 2016, Canada created a federal Bénéficiaires Effectifs
(beneficial ownership) registry for certain companies. Quebec has since instituted its own requirements: corporations (including numbered ones) must
appoint a representative (natural person) and ultimately identify controlling persons in filings. The presence of numbered corporations in discussions
of privacy has kept the spotlight on ensuring that anonymity does not exacerbate illegitimate activities. One future direction may be further integration
between provincial (NEQ) and federal (BN) systems, possibly simplifying registration processes for entrepreneurs.

Digitalization: The REQ is moving toward fully online, real-time registries. By 2026, Quebec plans to enable direct API access for corporate filings
and to link the NEQ with other IDs (GST/QST, employee payroll numbers, etc.). This will further entrench the NEQ as the single key for a company’s
identity, and may allow data analytics on corporate demographics. Researchers could then produce detailed statistics on how many corporations
choose numeric names, or how often addresses change.

Francization Requirements: As noted in the incorporation guidelines, starting June 1, 2025, Quebec added mandatory reporting of francization
metrics (percentage of employees fluent in French) for companies with 5-24 employees (Source: www.quebec.ca). While not directly tied to
numbering companies, it affects incorporation filings. A prospective named or numbered corporation now has an extra administrative field in its initial
declaration. Failure to comply could lead to fines. Thus, even a numbered startup must gather workforce language data upon registration.

Virtual Workplace Evolution: Post-pandemic work trends may increase the use of domiciliation services. More companies operate remotely or
partially from home, so choosing a physical head office is often through coworking, mail-room, or “fused” residential addresses. This could prompt
legal refinements: for example, rules may emerge specifying what qualifies as a “bureau virtuel” address. Quebec’'s law already allows virtual
addresses (Source: 2727coworking.com), but authorities may issue guidance to ensure companies don’t misuse domiciliation (e.g. using a P.O. box
as HQ when law says physical address).

Case Law and Corporate Governance: Future provincial court decisions may further clarify numbered corporations’ standing in business disputes. In
some jurisdictions, courts have looked skeptically at shell companies when they show no independent business activity. Quebec civil law (with its civil
code tradition) might impose director liabilities if a numbered corporation is used improperly. Lawyers advise numbered-company directors to adhere
strictly to formalities to avoid veil-piercing, especially since the name itself suggests a “paper” entity.

Integration with Federal Business Number: One anticipated change would be closer alignment of Quebec’s NEQ with Canada’s Business Number
(BN). Currently, a Bonafide business often juggles both identifiers. Policymakers may streamline this, possibly by automatically issuing a provisional
NEQ at the time of federal CRA registration, or vice versa. We might see legislative proposals for joint registration portals in the next decade to reduce
duplication.

Research and Data Access: Academics and economists studying Quebec’s economy will find NEQ and company data increasingly valuable. The
open data portal (Source: www.donneesquebec.ca) suggests government interest in releasing enterprise data. In the future, we expect published

reports on trends in incorporations, the rise of certain industries via NEQ filings, and analyses of “domiciliation patterns” (e.g. how many businesses
use coworking addresses vs. owned property). These will inform economic policy and urban planning (if many startups cluster in one borough, etc.).
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Societal Perspective: For Quebec society, the phenomena of numbered companies touches on issues of trust and identity. The law assumes all
enterprises, named or not, are ultimately accountable through their declared officers and addresses. The presence of any business in the public
registry (through NEQ) is meant to give Canadians confidence they can find and contact each legal entity. As digital transparency grows, the
“mystique” of a numbered shell may diminish; anyone can easily look up “1234-5678 Québec inc.” and see that it is registered at 100 Main St, with
Jean Tremblay as president. We see a future where privacy for owners coexists with accessible corporate data for the public.

Conclusion

In Quebec’s 2026 corporate landscape, the compagnie a numéro — or société par actions sans nom — is a well-established option for incorporators,
enshrined by the province’s laws and administrative practices. It serves practical needs for speed, simplicity, or anonymity, but operates under the
same disclosure regime as any corporation. The Quebec Enterprise Number (NEQ) is the keystone of this regime, providing a permanent, unique
identity to each business, facilitating everything from government reporting to commercial due diligence (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source: t2inc.ca).
The legal head office address remains the statutory anchor of a corporation’s domicile (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), and changes must be
diligently maintained.

From multiple angles — legal, economic, administrative — the numbered company is simply a variant of the mainstream corporation. Our analysis,
backed by government sources and expert accounts (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com), finds that

Quebec has robust systems to manage these entities. In a rapidly evolving business environment, numbered companies are likely to continue playing
a vital role, especially among startups and holding entities. Future developments (digital registries, enhanced transparency rules, integration with
federal systems) will further streamline corporate registrations, but the core concept of a “compagnié & numéro” is expected to endure as a flexible
tool for Quebec entrepreneurs.

References: Sources include the Quebec government’s official registry guides and legislative texts, corporate registration data, and analyses from
legal and business experts (Source: www.legisguebec.gouv.qc.ca) (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:

www.legisquebec.gouv.gc.ca) (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: t2inc.ca) (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source:

www.quebec.ca), among others. Each claim above is supported by these citations.
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DISCLAIMER

This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any use of this information is
at your own risk. 2727 Coworking shall not be liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material generated with assistance from artificial intelligence tools,
which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical information independently. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are property of their respective
owners and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not imply endorsement. This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to

your needs, please consult qualified professionals.
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