
Federal Incorporation Canada 2026: Costs & Quebec Rules
Published May 15, 2026 32 min read

Federal Incorporation in Canada (2026): Costs, Registered Office Rules, and
Comparison with Quebec Incorporation
Executive Summary: Federal incorporation under the Canada Business Corporations Act (CBCA) creates a corporation with Canada-wide status,

offering advantages like national name protection and the ability to operate in any province. As of 2026, the government filing fee for federal

incorporation is $200 online (or $250 by paper) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com), notably lower than most provinces (e.g. Ontario $300, BC

$350) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). Additional costs include a NUANS name search (~$60) for a named corporation (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com), lawyer or service fees (typically $1,000–$3,000+ for full incorporation packages) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com), and extra-provincial registration fees if the corporation does business outside its chosen province (e.g. ≈$330 in

Ontario). Federal corporations must file an annual return (online fee $12 (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) and, since January 2024, an

Individuals with Significant Control (ISC) register at no fee (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com).

A key requirement is the registered office address: it must be a physical street address in the Canadian province designated in the articles of

incorporation (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), and cannot be a P.O. Box (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca)

(Source: 2727coworking.com). (The federal CBCA mandates a registered office in the specified province (Source: laws.justice.gc.ca).) For example, if

incorporating with Ontario as the specified province, the registered office must be a street address in Ontario; a P.O. Box or an address outside

Ontario is not acceptable (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Similarly, Quebec’s Business Corporations Act (QBCA) requires that a Quebec corporation’s

head office be permanently located in Québec (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). Quebec’s enterprise registrar (REQ) enforces that every

Québec corporation use a legitimate Québec street address (P.O. Boxes alone are not allowed) (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:

2727coworking.com).

In comparing federal vs Quebec incorporation, several differences stand out (Table 1). Federal incorporation costs are lower (e.g. $200 vs Québec’s

$397 certificate fee (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: www.quebec.ca) and require a minimal annual fee, but impose a 25% Canadian-

resident director requirement (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com). Quebec incorporation (under the QBCA) does
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not require Canadian-resident directors (Source: 2727coworking.com), which is attractive to foreign entrepreneurs (Source: 2727coworking.com)

(Source: 2727coworking.com), but imposes higher provincial fees (incorporation $397, annual $106) (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source:

www.quebec.ca) and French language/name requirements (Source: 2727coworking.com). Federally incorporated businesses enjoy Canada-wide

name protection; Quebec corporations have protection only within Quebec. Both jurisdictions disallow P.O. Boxes as registered addresses (Source:

ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com). Notably, Quebec law now even requires that any company without a Québec address must

appoint a Québec-based agent (“mandatary”) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

In practice, the choice of incorporation depends on strategic priorities. Tech startups and exporters often prefer federal incorporation for its national

scope and investor familiarity (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com), while entrepreneurs with primarily

Québec markets or without Canadian-resident directors may choose Québec incorporation (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:

2727coworking.com). Employers benefit from virtual office solutions: as e-commerce and remote work have boomed, many business owners use

private mailbox or virtual office services to meet address rules while minimizing physical office costs (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:

2727coworking.com). Case studies illustrate these nuances: for example, one Montréal startup “MapleMatrix” first listed a coworking-space address

and ran into banking and tax hurdles until it obtained proof of occupancy (Source: 2727coworking.com), whereas an e-commerce founder

“BoxCuisine” successfully used an UPS-mailbox street address for her Québec registration (Source: 2727coworking.com).This report provides an

exhaustive analysis of federal incorporation (2026), including legal requirements, fees, procedures, and practical considerations, and it contrasts these

with Québec’s incorporation system. It integrates legal texts, official guidelines, empirical data, and expert commentary, and the discussion reviews

future trends (e.g. transparency reforms and virtual business tools).

Background: Incorporation in Canada

Incorporation creates a separate legal entity with its own rights and liabilities. “When incorporating, you create a new legal entity called a
corporation. In Canada, a corporation has the same rights as a person” (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Corporations enjoy limited liability,

perpetual existence, and can sue, own property, and enter contracts under their own name (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source:

2727coworking.com). In Canada, businesses may incorporate either federally under the Canada Business Corporations Act (CBCA), administered by

Corporations Canada (a branch of ISED), or under a provincial/territorial corporations statute (e.g. Québec’s Business Corporations Act, QBCA,

CQLR c. S-31.1) (Source: 2727coworking.com). Federally incorporated companies can operate in all provinces (though they must still register extra-

provincially where they carry on business), whereas provincially incorporated companies are “domestic” only in their home jurisdiction (outside of

which they may be treated as a foreign extra-provincial corporation) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Federal incorporation became available in 1917 (under the Canada Corporations Act) and was substantially revised into the CBCA in 1975. The CBCA

has evolved with amendments (most recently effective in 2024) to update governance and transparency rules. Since 2024, for example, all federal

(CBCA) corporations must maintain and file a register of Individuals with Significant Control (ISC) – persons who own or control 25% or more of

shares – in order to combat money laundering (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). Québec corporations,

in parallel, operate under Québec corporate law (QBCA) and must register with the provincial business registry (Registraire des entreprises du

Québec, REQ), obtaining a Québec Enterprise Number (NEQ) (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com). Both federal and Québec

regimes demand transparency, including public disclosure of directors and registered office addresses, and both explicitly prohibit using only a P.O.

Box as the address of record (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Today’s incorporation environment is increasingly digital and entrepreneur-friendly. Name searches are done online, filings submitted electronically,

and services integrate processes (e.g. the federal online filing automatically does a NUANS search) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source:

ised-isde.canada.ca). Nonetheless, incorporation decisions still hinge on comparing jurisdictional rules. Key factors include government fees and

steps, director residency requirements, address requirements, and the strategic scope of the corporation’s operations. This report will first detail

federal incorporation (2026) – its process, costs, and address rules – and then analyze Québec incorporation to highlight differences. Throughout,

we cite statutes, official guides, commercial services, and real-world examples to ensure accuracy and depth.

Federal Incorporation (Canada): Process, Costs, and Office Address Rules

What It Means to Incorporate Federally

A federally incorporated corporation (a “Canada corporation”) is created by filing Articles of Incorporation under the CBCA with Corporations

Canada. Once validly formed, the corporation exists as a distinct legal person across Canada (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source:

2727coworking.com). It can carry on business, conduct affairs and exercise powers in any province or territory (Source: laws.justice.gc.ca) (Source:
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ised-isde.canada.ca) (subject to extra-provincial registration in those provinces). Its corporate name is protected nationwide against confusion by other

federally incorporated entities (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). A federal corporation receives a Certificate of Incorporation as proof of its

existence and corporation number (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com), and thereafter can open bank accounts,

enter contracts, own property, sue or be sued in any province.

Federal incorporation is often favored by businesses aiming for national or global reach (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com). Investors and lawyers are very familiar with the CBCA framework, which includes strong minority shareholder

protections (e.g. oppression remedies, derivative actions) and no minimum capital requirements (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). Startups and

growth firms typically appreciate the “Canada” identity and broad name protection – once approved, the corporate name can be newly used anywhere

in Canada (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) – a contrast to provincial incorporations where name use is restricted to that province.

Key requirements for federal incorporation include choosing a unique name (or opting for a numbered name), designating a registered office (in a

chosen province), appointing the first board of directors, defining share structure, etc. Notably, at least 25% of the directors must be “resident
Canadians” (for corporations with four or more directors; if fewer than four directors, at least one must be Canadian) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Federal law defines a “resident Canadian” as a citizen ordinarily resident in Canada or a

permanent resident resident in Canada for over one year (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). This residency rule is a major compliance point (for

non-Canadian founders, it may favor alternative jurisdictions like British Columbia or Alberta, which do not impose such a rule). Apart from that, the

CBCA imposes no other residency or citizenship restrictions on owners or directors.

Address requirement: The corporation must have a registered office at all times in some Canadian province specified in its articles (Source:

laws.justice.gc.ca) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). This is the official address for service of documents and the location where corporate records are

kept. The address must be a street address (not a P.O. Box) in the province designated in the Articles (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Corporations

Canada’s official instructions state: “The registered office address cannot be a post office box. The address must be within the province or territory as
indicated in the articles” (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Thus, if a corporation’s articles specify Ontario as its province, its registered office must be a

physical Ontario address.

This requirement flows from CBCA, s. 19(1): “A corporation shall at all times have a registered office in the province in Canada specified in its
articles.” (Source: laws.justice.gc.ca). If the corporation changes its province, it must send a notice to Corporations Canada. The effect is that a federal

corporation chooses one province to anchor its registered office; it may later relocate that office within provinces by filing notices (CBCA, s. 19 & 20)

(Source: laws.justice.gc.ca) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca).

Federal Incorporation Costs (2026)

The direct government fees for federal incorporation are very affordable compared to many provinces. As of 2026:

Incorporation Filing Fee: $200 (online) or $250 (by mail) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). This fee is paid to Corporations Canada when

filing the Articles. By comparison, major provinces charge higher fees (Ontario $300, British Columbia $350, Alberta $275, etc.) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Name Search (NUANS): For a named corporation, a NUANS search is required to check name uniqueness. It costs roughly $60 and is now

integrated into the online filing process (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). (If a numbered name is chosen, no search is needed.)

Escrow/Agent Fees: (Optional) Some incorporators hire lawyers or incorporation services. These professional fees vary widely. A typical

comprehensive legal incorporation package – covering Articles preparation, bylaws, organizational resolutions, share issuance, minute book

setup, extra-provincial filings, etc. – typically runs $1,000 – $3,000 or more (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source:

www.lawyerincorporation.com). For example, a law firm example quotes a $795 base legal fee plus disbursements for an Ontario-headquartered

incorporation (Source: www.lawyerincorporation.com). While optional, many small businesses use such services for convenience, incurring these

additional costs.

Annual Return: Each year, a federal corporation must file an annual return with Corporations Canada. The online filing fee is $12 (or $40 by

paper) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). Filing the return is mandatory for maintaining good standing. (Non-profit CBCA uses forms of filing

too, but the focus here is for business corporations.)

Individuals with Significant Control Register: Since January 2024, the ISC register is required. No extra fee is charged to file this; it is

submitted via the same Online Filing Centre when incorporating and updated with annual returns (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Extra-Provincial Registration: Remember that a federal corporation must still register (“extra-provincially”) in each province/territory where it

carries on business. Those fees vary by province (e.g. Ontario ~$330, BC ~$120, Alberta ~$100, etc.) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com).

This is separate from federal costs and should be budgeted if the company will operate outside its chosen province.
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A summary table of typical expenses (approximate) is shown below:

COST ITEM FEDERAL (CBCA) NOTES

Government
incorporation fee

$200 (online) / $250 (paper) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com)

Via Corporations Canada; lower than most provinces (ON

$300, BC $350) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Name search
(NUANS)

~$60 (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com)
Required if choosing a name (not for numbered corp);

integrated into online process; one-time.

Annual Return
(each year)

$12 (online) / $40 (paper) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com)
Mandatory annual return; online payment cheapest.

Registered
agent/legal fees

$0 (by owner) or $1,000–$3,000+ (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source:

www.lawyerincorporation.com)

Optional professional help cost; depends on complexity.

Extra-provincial
registration

$100–$400 per province (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com)

Required in each jurisdiction where business is carried on

(e.g. ON ~$330, BC ~$44).

*Table 1: Examples of typical federal incorporation costs (2026). All figures approximate. *

These figures show that governmental portion of federal incorporation is quite low. Legal/incidental costs (name search, legal advice, extra-

provincials) can offset these but can often be controlled depending on needs. For a lean incorporation, one can incorporate online for just $200 (plus

small NUANS fee) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). By contrast, Québec incorporation (below) requires

nearly double the base fee.

Step-by-Step Federal Filing (2026)

The federal incorporation process can be done online via the Corporations Canada Online Filing Centre (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). The steps are:

1. Name Selection: Decide on a numbered (e.g. "1234567 Canada Inc.") or word name (by doing NUANS). If a word name, ensure it includes a

legal element (Inc., Ltd., etc.) and is distinctive. The online system checks the name, so incorporators need not separately order a NUANS report

(Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). A numbered name has no search fee.

2. Articles of Incorporation: Prepare the Articles using the Online Filing Centre form. This sets out the chosen name, share capital structure

(classes/series, rights, restrictions), number of directors (min/max), and any corporate restrictions. You can use a basic preset or custom articles

(Source: ised-isde.canada.ca).

3. Registered Office & Directors (Form 2): Enter the initial registered office address and first directors. The address must be street-level in a

Canadian province (as in your articles) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Directors’ information (name, address, residency) must be provided; at

least 25% of directors must meet Canadian-residency criteria (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). Note:

Directors’ addresses (even if residential) are publicly disclosed.

4. Submit ISC Register (if applicable): Under the 2024 reforms, the incorporator must also file the ISC register information during the incorporation

process (or within 30 days) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). This includes listing anyone owning or controlling ≥25% of shares or

controlling in fact. (This is done through the same online portal at no charge.)

5. Pay Fees and File: Submit the forms online and pay the fee ($200). Online filings are reviewed by Corporations Canada and typically processed

within 1–2 business days (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). A paper filing option exists (mail/email) for $250 fee but is slower.

6. Receive Certificate: Once approved, Corporations Canada issues the Certificate of Incorporation (with date, corp. number, etc.) and confirms the

head office address. This document is your corporation’s birth certificate.
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7. Post-Incorporation Tasks: After incorporation, the directors must hold an organizing meeting (often called an “initial meeting”), adopt bylaws,

appoint officers, and issue share certificates (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). The corporation also needs to obtain a federal Business

Number (BN) from the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) and register for corporate income tax, GST/HST, payroll, and import/export accounts as

applicable. Because the corporation is federal, it must also register (via provincial corporate registries) in any province/territory where it carries on

business (see below).

These steps are summarized on Corporations Canada’s website (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) and the linked Forms and Guides. Importantly, the

incorporator (founder) must sign the incorporation forms. The signed application is public record.

Registered Office Address: Detailed Rules

A crucial compliance area is the registered office address. Corporations Canada’s guidance is explicit: the address “cannot be a post office box” and

must include street name, number, city, province/territory, and postal code (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). It emphasizes choosing an address where

the corporation can receive documents reliably, since service at that address is deemed valid by law (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). The CBCA itself

(s.19(2) requires a filed “notice of registered office” in a prescribed form (Source: laws.justice.gc.ca).

If the corporation moves its office (within the same province or to a different province), a written notice must be filed with the Director via Form 2

(Source: laws.justice.gc.ca). This keeps Corporations Canada’s registry current. Importantly, non-compliance has consequences: operating with an

invalid or outdated registered office can lead to penalties and even disable the corporation’s ability to maintain court actions in that province (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com). The federal guide warns of penalties if directors fail to meet address requirements or residency rules (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Virtual or mail-forwarding addresses: In modern practice, many small businesses use virtual office or private mailbox services to satisfy the

street address requirement without leasing a full office. Canadian law permits this provided the address is a real commercial address and the service

provider consents to accept legal documents there (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com). For example, a co-working

provider’s “Suite 100 – 123 Main St” address is acceptable if it’s a real physical office. However, a bare P.O. Box (e.g. “P.O. Box 123”) is not
acceptable (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com). Virtual addresses are explicitly recognized by authorities as valid addresses

for incorporation and banking, as long as there is documentation (e.g. lease or utility bill) tying the company to the address (Source:

2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Table 2 (below) compares address options for a corporate registered office and their compliance status under Canadian law. All share the feature of a

legitimate street address; only the P.O. Box is disallowed.

ADDRESS TYPE
ACCEPTABLE FOR REGISTERED
OFFICE?

EXAMPLE
MONTHLY COST

COMMENTS

P.O. Box (Canada Post)
No (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca)

(Source: 2727coworking.com)
$15–$40

Not allowed as sole registered office; no street

address.

Private Mailbox (e.g.
UPS Store)

Yes (Source: 2727coworking.com)

(Source: 2727coworking.com)
$25–$40

Provides a real street address (with “Suite”

number); widely accepted.

Virtual Office Address
Yes (Source: 2727coworking.com)

(Source: 2727coworking.com)
$50–$150+

Commercial street address at shared

office/coworking; requires proof of occupancy for

banks.

Residential/Home
Office

Yes (if advertised) (Source: ised-

isde.canada.ca)
N/A

Can serve as registered office (must list address

publicly, so privacy issues).

Physical Rented Office Yes
Varies (modest

to premium)

Traditional option; meets street address

requirement directly.

Table 2: Types of business mailing addresses and their compliance for registered offices under Canadian law. (Examples of costs from sources
(Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).)
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The case study “MapleMatrix” illustrates pitfalls: it initially used a coworking-space address (a common “virtual office” scenario), but when applying for

bank accounts and grants, it needed to show a physical lease and utility in its name at that address (Source: 2727coworking.com). Once MapleMatrix

sublet a dedicated suite with utilities, its filings were accepted (Source: 2727coworking.com). This shows that while virtual addresses are lawful,

institutions often require documentation of occupancy.

Other Federal Requirements and Compliance

Director Residency: As noted, at least 25% of directors must be Canadian residents (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). Failure here can

lead to refusal of the incorporation application or out-of-compliance status afterward (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). (Exceptions:

federally regulated entities like airlines have different thresholds, but general CBCA rule holds.)

Language of Filing: Incorporators may submit documents in either official language. The CBCA allows articles and forms in English, French, or

both (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca). (By contrast, Québec requires French names/documents, as discussed below.)

Post-Incorporation Obligations: Within 30 days of incorporation, the corporation must file the ISC register (if not done at incorporation) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com). It must also follow up with any extra-provincial registrations. Corporations Canada and CRA will follow up with

postcards or e-communications to remind the new corporation to file its annual return and register for appropriate tax accounts.

Statutory Records: Under CBCA s.20, the corporation must maintain the minute book at its registered office (or another Canadian location)

(Source: laws.justice.gc.ca). If records are kept outside Canada by directors’ officials, they must still allow inspection in Canada (Source:

laws.justice.gc.ca).

In summary, federal incorporation is straightforward and relatively inexpensive, with low filing fees and minimal substantive restrictions (aside from

directors’ residency). The corporate only requirement at the outset is to designate a proper street address (in Canada) and comply with minimal filing

rules. The CBCA’s emphasis is on federal reach (nationwide name protection and business rights) and on standardized governance (with protections

for shareholders and creditors).

Québec Incorporation: Process, Costs, and Address Rules

Québec Corporate Law Overview

In Québec, incorporations are governed by the Business Corporations Act (commonly referred to as “QBCA”, CQLR c. S-31.1). This civil-law statute

parallels many federal provisions but has distinct rules, reflecting Québec’s legal framework and policies. A Québec business corporation (société par

actions) must register with the Registraire des entreprises du Québec (REQ), obtaining a Québec Enterprise Number (NEQ) on formation (Source:

2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Under the QBCA, only the “head office” of a Québec corporation needs to be in Québec (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), and at least in name.

The head office (“siège social”) is effectively synonymous with the corporation’s domicile address in Québec (Source: 2727coworking.com). Québec

law explicitly states: “The head office of a corporation must be permanently located in Québec.” (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). Thus, every

Québec corporation must furnish a real Québec street address for its head office upon registration (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:

2727coworking.com).

Notably, Québec’s law does not impose any requirement for Canadian-resident directors. As one analysis notes, Québec (like Ontario) permits 100%

foreign ownership and directors for private corporations (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com). This means a U.S. founder can

form a Québec corporation without any Canadian directors (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com), a flexibility not granted by

the federal CBCA (or by Ontario’s rules). This is a key reason foreign entrepreneurs often choose Québec jurisdiction if they want full control without

domestic director presence (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Québec also has its own language regime: the company’s name and official documents must be filed in French or be bilingual (Source:

2727coworking.com). The Charter of the French Language effectively requires a French or bilingual name on the articles (e.g. a Québec incorporation

would typically give a French version of its name). However, for our focus on addresses and costs, the primary Québec specialties are:

Head office domicile in Québec (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

No Canadian director residency requirement (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Mandatory business number (NEQ) with the Registraire (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Higher provincial fees (see below).
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A Québec-specific annual filing (declaration de mise à jour) and language compliance.

Québec Incorporation Process

Forming a Québec corporation involves filing articles of incorporation with the REQ. This is done through an online platform or paper forms provided

by the Quebec government (Source: www.canada.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com). The founder must:

1. Name Reservation: Request a corporate name, which is checked against existing Québec names (Registraire). A distinct name, including a

French element, is required. (Quebec allows numbered names as well.)

2. Articles of Incorporation: Prepare articles including: the corporation’s name, purpose (if specified), share structure, classes/series, and the

head office address (the “adresse du domicile” (Source: 2727coworking.com) in Québec, as well as the minimum/maximum number of directors.

The legislation (CQLR S-31.1 s. 27) specifically requires including “notice of the address of the corporation’s head office” in the articles (Source:

www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

3. Initial Declaration (Déclaration d’immatriculation): File this declaration with the REQ at the time of incorporation (Source:

2727coworking.com). It includes information on directors (names and domiciles) and the head office address. Under Québec’s enterprise publicity

law (L.R.Q., c. P-44.1), this initial declaration (with director list and address) is effectively submitted along with the articles (Source:

www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

4. Pay Québec Fees: Submit the required Québec incorporation fee (see costs below) and any signature formalities.

5. Receive Certificate: The REQ issues a Certificate of Incorporation (Certificat de constitution) and assigns an NEQ (Numéro d’entreprise
du Québec) (Source: 2727coworking.com). As of the date of registration, the NEQ uniquely identifies the company in all enterprise registers and

tax accounts in Québec (Source: 2727coworking.com).

If instead a foreign/extra-provincial corporation (e.g. a representative of a U.S. C-corp) wants to do business in Québec, it must file an

“immatriculation” (extra-provincial registration) within 60 days of starting activities in Québec (Source: 2727coworking.com). This filing requires

providing a Québec address or, if none is available, appointing a mandatary (local agent) to accept service (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:

2727coworking.com). The extra-provincial company also obtains an NEQ from Québec authorities upon approval (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Québec Incorporation Costs (2026)

Québec’s government fees for incorporation and annual maintenance are significantly higher than federal fees (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source:

www.quebec.ca). The Registraire des entreprises publishes its fee schedule publicly (Source: www.quebec.ca) (Source: www.quebec.ca). Key costs

include:

Name Reservation: $27 (regular) (Source: www.quebec.ca). (Similar to a NUANS search at federal level, this fee reserves the chosen name in

Québec.)

Certificate of Constitution: $397 (regular) (Source: www.quebec.ca). This is the primary incorporation fee, payable to the REQ.

(Rush/incorporation priority is available for $595.50.)

Initial Filing: There is no separate fee for filing the initial declaration if done on time (Source: www.quebec.ca) (filing is mandatory, but the fee is

included in the certificate charge).

Annual Update (Déclaration de mise à jour): $106 (regular) (Source: www.quebec.ca) each year, to validate the annual declaration and pay

annual registration rights. (Late filing incurs fines on top.) These rights can be paid at corporate income tax time, but effectively the cost is $106

per year.

Comparing these: a Québec corporation pays $397 up front (plus $27 for the name search) (Source: www.quebec.ca), versus $200 at the federal level

(Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). Moreover, Québec’s recurring update fee is $106 annually (Source: www.quebec.ca), far exceeding the $12

fee for a federal return (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). In effect, Québec imposes a high maintenance charge. This difference is summarized

in Table 1 (above) and Table 3 below.
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FEE TYPE FEDERAL (CBCA) QUÉBEC (QBCA)

Incorporation (Certificate) $200 online (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) $397 (Source: www.quebec.ca)

Name reservation
~$60 (NUANS) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com)
$27 (Source: www.quebec.ca)

Annual/Update filing
$12 (online AR) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com)
$106 (Source: www.quebec.ca)

Business Number (CRA) Auto-issued (most provinces)
Not automatic (must register) (Source:

www.canada.ca)

Québec Enterprise Number

(NEQ)
N/A (uses BN)

Issued upon registration (Source:

2727coworking.com)

Table 3: Fee comparison for federal vs Québec corporations (regular rates, 2026).

Besides fees, Québec incorporations involve immediate CRA registration. Unlike Ontario or BC, Quebec does not automatically issue a federal
Business Number (BN) when a corporation is formed (Source: www.canada.ca). New Québec corporations must separately register with the CRA to

get their BN and tax accounts (Source: www.canada.ca). In contrast, some provincial incorporations (e.g. Ontario) automatically generate the BN

(Source: www.canada.ca), but not Québec (Source: www.canada.ca).

Québec Address Requirements

The Québec head office (siège social) rules mirror the federal prohibition on P.O. Boxes. As noted, QBCA s.29 mandates the head office be in

Québec (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). The REQ uses the term “adresse du domicile” for the head office address (Source:

2727coworking.com). By corporate law, the articles and initial declaration must list the head office address (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca)

(Source: 2727coworking.com). Québec’s enterprise register legal guidance emphasizes: the address of the head office is the domicilio; it must allow
inspection and personal service (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Like federal law, Québec expressly forbids using only a P.O. Box. Guidance notes state that “simple mailing boxes or out-of-province offices do not
suffice: a valid address must allow personal service” (Source: 2727coworking.com). As the 2727 Coworking guide explains: “Québec (like Ontario and
other provinces) ‘requires a head office (“siège social”) in the province’ and effectively forbids P.O. boxes as stand-alone addresses” (Source:

2727coworking.com). The Game, Inc. v. OUAC case (jurisprudence) underscores that corporations and sole proprietors alike must have a street

address for registration, not just a box (Source: 2727coworking.com).

In practical compliance, Québec entrepreneurs overwhelmingly use commercial addresses. Options include (Table 2): private mailbox services (UPS,

FedEx mailboxes) or virtual office providers (coworking/mail centers) with a real Québec address. Even residential addresses can serve as the official

address, but only at the cost of privacy. Financial institutions and tax authorities require proof of address. For example, one Montréal Amazon seller

had to secure an actual leased workspace to satisfy banks and CRA (Source: 2727coworking.com). Notably, effective April 1, 2026, Québec law now

requires that if a corporation or enterprise has “neither domicile nor professional address nor establishment in Québec,” it must designate a Québec-

based representative (mandatary) to receive official communications (Source: 2727coworking.com). This means that even if a foreign-registered

company tries to avoid a Québec address, one must still appoint a local agent.

The NEQ (Quebec enterprise number) itself must appear on official documents (contracts, invoices, tax forms) once issued (Source:

2727coworking.com). Failure to provide a valid Québec address (or to give a mandated mandatary) can invalidate filings (Source:

2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com). In short, Québec law enforces the street-address requirement as firmly as federal law: no bare
PO boxes, no foreign addresses. This completes the picture: a Québec corporation’s legal address must be a bona fide Québec street address where

documents can be served or an official Québec agent is designated (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Québec vs Federal: Key Differences and Data Perspective

The critical differences between federal (CBCA) and Québec (QBCA) incorporation can be summarized:
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Jurisdiction & Name Protection: Federal incorporation yields Canada-wide name protection (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com), meaning

no other CBCA corporation can use a confusingly similar name anywhere in Canada. Québec incorporation grants name protection only within

Québec’s jurisdiction. This matters if you plan to expand nationally or franchise outside Québec.

Corporate Scope: A federal corporation may carry on business throughout Canada (though still must register in each province of activity)

(Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). A Québec-incorporated company is legally domestic only to Québec, and is considered a foreign extra-

provincial corporation elsewhere unless it registers provincially in those other jurisdictions.

Director Residency: CBCA requires at least 25% Canadian directors (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com); QBCA has no Canadian
residency requirement (Source: 2727coworking.com). This is a major factor for foreign-founded companies: Québec allows all non-resident

directors (Source: 2727coworking.com), whereas federal mandates at least one Canadian if factoring smaller board size (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com).

Incorporation Fees: Federal filing is $200 online (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (plus name search), whereas Québec’s certificate fee is

$397 (Source: www.quebec.ca). Annual fees likewise differ ($12 vs $106 (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: www.quebec.ca). Table

3 highlights these contrasts.

Address Requirement: Both systems require a physical address (no PO box). Federal law says “registered office in the province specified”

(Source: laws.justice.gc.ca); Québec law demands head office in Québec (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). Functionally, both mean a real

office address is needed (federal in any chosen province; Québec specifically in Québec). For foreign companies, Québec even mandates a local

agent if no Québec address is present (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Language: Federal incorporations may use English and/or French. Québec incorporations legalize primarily in French – corporate names and

filings must comply with Québec’s language charter (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Results of Incorporation: A federal incorporation issues a CBCA Certificate and assigns a corporation number; the company then operates

under that. A Québec incorporation issues a Québec Certificate plus an NEQ number (akin to a business registry ID) (Source:

2727coworking.com). Québec corps must include the NEQ on all official documents (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Business Number (BN): Federally incorporated companies generally receive a CRA BN automatically through the corporate tax system (Ontario

and others link it to incorporation) (Source: www.canada.ca). Québec corporations must separately obtain a BN from CRA after incorporation

(Source: www.canada.ca).

Capital and Shares: Both federal and provincial regimes allow unlimited classes/series of shares, but Québec law requires mandatory par value

accounting for share capital and has specific disclosure rules (which the CBCA does not in the same way). (This is a less visible difference for

new incorporations but denotes structural nuance.)

Corporate Governance: Both allow share capital flexibility and shareholder protections; however, some nuances exist (e.g. transparency

obligations, meeting requirements). In general, the CBCA is seen as more investor-friendly with explicit oppression remedies, while the QBCA

provides similar mechanisms within Québec courts.

From an entrepreneur’s perspective, federal incorporation is attractive for companies planning cross-border expansion or seeking external investment

(especially since many investors are familiar with CBCA entities). Québec incorporation may be chosen by businesses focusing solely on Québec’s

market or by foreign founders wanting an all-foreign board. High-level data reflect these trends: historically, provinces like Québec and Ontario each

had larger numbers of incorporations due to population, but federal incorporations have been growing rapidly. For example, Corporations Canada’s

2020 report noted that federal incorporations spiked by 32% in 2020 (over 2019) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca), reaching record levels amid

pandemic-driven entrepreneurship. The official filings show Ontario, Québec, BC and Alberta as the provinces with the most federal corporates’

registered addresses (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca).

Case Studies: Address Solutions in Practice

MapleMatrix (Montreal Tech Startup): A fictionalized example based on real experience (Source: 2727coworking.com) illustrates address issues.

MapleMatrix, a Montreal-based startup, incorporated in Québec and listed its head office at a busy coworking center’s virtual office address. When

opening a corporate bank account and applying for federal grants, the company hit snags: the CRA rejected filings because the registered address

was merely a mail-handling desk with hundreds of clients, and banks demanded a lease/utility bill to prove a physical presence (Source:

2727coworking.com). Eventually, MapleMatrix sublet an actual small office unit (with utilities billed to the company) and updated its corporate filings

accordingly (Source: 2727coworking.com). Only then did financial institutions accept the address. Lesson: Virtual office addresses are lawful, but

practical acceptance often requires documented evidence of “real occupancy” (Source: 2727coworking.com).
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BoxCuisine (Quebec Meal-Kit E-commerce): BoxCuisine, a Quebec food-startup, chose an inexpensive private mailbox service ($30/month) in

Montreal as its business address (Source: 2727coworking.com). This address (a street-location mailbox) satisfied REQ registration and was publicly

listed. It allowed package deliveries (not just Canada Post mail) and projected a professional image. Officials and auditors did check and tax her

filings, but using a valid street address (even with “Suite 10” in the mailbox) cleared legal requirements (Source: 2727coworking.com). In practice, the

owner collected HST/QST appropriately and the system worked. This shows that a private mailbox with a street address is an effective, permissible

solution for meeting address requirements (for both federal and Québec filings), as also confirmed by multiple guides (Source: 2727coworking.com)

(Source: 2727coworking.com).

Case Study (Hypothetical – Federal vs Provincial Corp): Imagine a tech startup named GlobalApps Inc. with founders in Toronto wanting to serve

clients Canada-wide. Incorporating federally would give GlobalApps a Canada Corporation identity and avoid having to first incorporate in Ontario and

then extra-provincially register to use the name in BC/QC. It would pay $200 to incorporate and later only $12 each year to maintain. However, one

founder is American. Under CBCA, they would need to recruit at least one Canadian resident director (25% of board). If the team cannot easily add a

Canadian, they might instead incorporate in a province without such requirements (e.g. Quebec or BC) and later switch to federal if needed.

Each perspective—branding scope, cost, and founder residency—appears in these examples. The gathered evidence (legal requirements, fee

schedules, and real-life scenarios) informs a business’s jurisdiction choice.

Implications and Future Trends

The landscape of incorporation in Canada continues to evolve. Two recent developments highlight this:

Transparency Requirements: Both federal and Québec systems are implementing stricter disclosure of ultimate owners. Federally, the ISC

register (mandatory since Jan 2024) means that beneficial ownership info must be collected (though not publicly disclosed) (Source:

canadabusinesslawyers.com). Québec has its own Act respecting the legal publicity of enterprises (CQLR c. P-44.1) which also requires

disclosure of qualified owners and issuers (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com). These measures aim to prevent illicit

finance. Entrepreneurs should be aware that extra compliance (in the form of additional filings) is now part of incorporation upkeep in both

jurisdictions.

Virtual and Remote Work Trends: The rise of distributed teams and online businesses is influencing address practices. As discussed, virtual

office providers and coworking spaces have become vital for entrepreneurs (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com). We

expect regulators to continue formally recognizing virtual addresses, provided safeguards (like proof of occupancy) are met. Meanwhile, the 2026

Québec amendment requiring a local mandate if no Québec address exists (Source: 2727coworking.com) responds to the transnational “nomad

companies”. In future, one might see similar rules elsewhere (e.g. if a federal corp had no Canadian presence, though CBCA historically has no

agent requirement).

Digital Filing and Data Access: Corporations Canada’s move to online systems, integration of NUANS, and even open data initiatives (e.g.

Corporations Canada releasing an annual statistics report (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) signal a more data-driven environment. Entrepreneurs

and researchers benefit from clearer statistics on incorporations. We may expect further improvements, such as real-time state registries or

blockchain-based filings.

Interjurisdictional Harmonization: Canada’s federal/provincial division of corporate law is unique. Some stakeholders have suggested greater

harmonization (e.g. merging provincial corp laws or mutual recognition) to ease multi-jurisdiction business. Any such reforms would have major

implications for future incorporations. For now, the choice remains a strategic one for business owners.

Looking forward, Canada’s steadily growing incorporation rates (as seen in recent years (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) combined with sophisticated

corporate compliance demands will mean entrepreneurs must carefully navigate both cost and regulatory obligations. The comparative overview

above should help stakeholders adapt decisions to their needs.

Conclusion

Federal incorporation in Canada (via the CBCA) grants a company national scope and streamlined fees, while imposing a modest residency

requirement and address rules. As of 2026, the federal filing fee is only $200 online (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com), and annual maintenance

is minimal ($12) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). However, federal law mandates that the corporation have a genuine street address in
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Canada and a minimum of 25% Canadian directors (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). In contrast, Québec

incorporation costs more up front ($397 (Source: www.quebec.ca) and annually ($106 (Source: www.quebec.ca), but imposes no residency

requirement (Source: 2727coworking.com) and only Québec address rules (Source: www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

Entrepreneurs must weigh these differences. Federal incorporation is ideal for businesses eyeing multiple provinces or national branding, offering

cheaper fees and Canada-wide name protection (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com). Québec incorporation appeals to those prioritizing a Québec

presence or requiring all-foreign boards (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com). Critical to either choice is compliance with

address rules: all corporations must use a street address–for example, virtual office providers can fulfill this if they supply real Québec or Canadian

addresses (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

In sum, the “federal vs Québec” decision involves trade-offs in cost, compliance, and corporate identity. This comprehensive analysis – drawing on

statutes, government guidance, and real situations – provides the data and context necessary to make an informed choice. As Canadian business law

continues to modernize (e.g. new transparency requirements (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com), Québec’s mandatary law (Source:

2727coworking.com), future entrepreneurs should stay alert to changes. For now, understanding the detailed costs and address requirements gives

companies confidence to structure themselves optimally under either regime.

Sources: Official government sites (Corporations Canada, Registraire Québec), statutes (Canada Business Corporations Act; Québec Business

Corporations Act), and specialist guides (e.g. corporate law firms and industry reports) were consulted to compile all factual details and data (Source:

ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: canadabusinesslawyers.com) (Source: ised-isde.canada.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:

2727coworking.com) (Source: www.quebec.ca). These ensure accuracy of the above analysis.

Tags: federal incorporation canada, cbca, quebec incorporation, registered office address, incorporation costs, corporate law canada, business

registration

DISCLAIMER

This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any use of this information is

at your own risk. 2727 Coworking shall not be liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material generated with assistance from artificial intelligence tools,

which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical information independently. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are property of their respective

owners and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not imply endorsement. This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to

your needs, please consult qualified professionals.
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