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Executive Summary

Free and low-cost meeting spaces are vital community resources in Montreal, attracting diverse users from students to non-profits and entrepreneurs.
Montreal's public libraries — a network of 45 neighbourhood branches plus the Grande Bibliothéque — provide numerous free meeting/study rooms for
cardholders, with capacities typically 2—12 people (Source: montreal.ca) (Source: www.bang.gc.ca). These spaces help foster local social capital
(Source: www.informationr.net) and offer one of the few “no-purchase-necessary” gathering venues in the city (Source: citytalkcanada.ca). Similarly,
municipal community centres and cultural halls (often called “Chalets” or community centres) make rooms available to residents and registered non-
profits. In many cases (e.g. Chalet Howard or John Paul Il in Parc-Extension), local borough halls waive fees for non-profit groups (Source:
www.parcex.org). These public venues typically require advance booking and abide by restrictions (e.g. prohibiting commercial or political activities),
but they incur no or minimal rent for eligible users.

By contrast, private meeting rooms ( coworking_spaces, business centres, hotels, event halls are paid services offering enhanced amenities
(advanced AV, catering, large capacity). In Montreal, rental rates begin at roughly $20-35 CAD per hour (Source: centredaffairesmontreal.ca)

(Source: www.regus.com) for basic conference rooms, climbing above $100+/hr for premium facilities. While costlier, these rooms provide flexibility,

privacy, and technology needed for business events. For example, global providers advertise rooms “from $35 per hour” in Downtown Montréal
(Source: www.regus.com), and small office centres list boardrooms starting at $20/hr (Source: centredaffairesmontreal.ca). Aggregators also list

spaces “from $25 CAD/hr” on platforms like Giggster (Source: giggster.com). Paid venues are generally preferred when high capacity or professional-
grade support is required.

This report surveys Montreal's landscape of meeting spaces from multiple angles. Section 1 reviews free meeting spaces, especially libraries and
public halls, with official data and local examples. Section 2 analyzes paid meeting rooms (coworking, hotels, etc.), including typical pricing, usage
trends, and user experiences. Sections 3—4 present case studies (e.g. community-organized room listings) and discuss implications for community
access, equity, and future urban planning. All claims are supported by official sources, expert commentary, and statistical evidence where available.

Introduction
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Free Meeting Spaces in Montreal: Public and Paid Venues

Urban residents and organizations routinely need accessible spaces to meet, learn, and collaborate. Affordable meeting venues are especially
important in a city like Montréal (population ~2 million) where students, immigrant communities, and start-ups often lack private office space. This
report examines meeting spaces in Montreal under two broad categories: free and public venues (libraries, community centres, etc.) and private
rented rooms (coworking, hotels). We assess the offerings of each, including availability, costs, and suitability, and analyze when an organizer might
choose to pay for a private room instead of using free alternatives.

Montreal’s rich public library network has long served as a de facto meeting-resource. The city operates 45 public branch libraries across all
boroughs (Source: immigrantquebec.com), plus the provincial Grande Bibliothéque (BAnQ) in Downtown. These libraries offer study and group
rooms bookable by library card. Citizens can reserve free rooms in groups of 2-12 (depending on location) (Source: montreal.ca) (Source:
www.bang.gc.ca). Beyond libraries, the City of Montréal manages dozens of community and cultural centres (e.g. “Chalets”, arenas with
multipurpose halls) that can be rented short-term (Source: montreal.ca). Many were originally intended for sports or recreation, but also host
community events.

The concept of free communal space has deep roots in urban planning and social policy: it supports social capital, democracy and inclusion (Source:
www.informationr.net) (Source: citytalkcanada.ca). Indeed, commentators note that modern libraries are more than “grandmother’s” reading room —
they function as vital “ third places” where people of all ages and backgrounds intersect (Source: citytalkcanada.ca) (Source: citytalkcanada.ca).
Montréal's libraries emphasize inclusion: an Immigrant Québec guide highlights that they are “gratuites, accessibles et accueillantes” and even
dedicate resources (newcomer guides, language programs) for diverse residents (Source: immigrantquebec.com) (Source: immigrantquebec.com).

According to one panel of Canadian library leaders, the library is “one of the few, if not the only, space left that doesn’t require you to buy something”
(Source: citytalkcanada.ca). In short, Montréal’s public assets provide foundational meeting rooms at no charge, supporting everything from child
playgroups to homework sessions to small community forums.

In contrast, private meeting rooms offered by commercial operators (coworking companies, conference venues, hotels) come at a cost. These
spaces cater to businesses and event planners needing advanced facilities (wired conference tables, projectors, video conferencing, catering).
Economic trends show rising demand: one industry report found Montreal professionals attend 11-15 meetings per week on average, with over a third
involving remote participants (Source: 2727coworking.com). Coworking firms are now deriving 15-25% of revenue from meeting room rentals
(Source: 2727coworking.com), reflecting a strategic shift. In Montreal's competitive rental market, rates vary widely — from about $20/hr in a basic

downtown boardroom (Source: centredaffairesmontreal.ca), up to $150+$/hr or more for premium facilities (Source: 2727coworking.com). These

private options fill gaps that free spaces cannot (e.g. large events, high-tech setups, late hours). The analysis below explores both alternatives in
depth.

The report is structured as follows. Section 1 details free meeting spaces, focusing on libraries (with capacity and rules), community centres, and
public parks. Section 2 surveys paid meeting venues, including coworking spaces, business centres, and hotels, with cost examples and booking
models. Section 3 conducts a case-study review of particular offerings (such as the Parc-Extension community’s directory of venues), illustrating
how groups navigate these options. Section 4 discusses trends, implications for equity and community life, and the future of meeting spaces
inMontreal. We conclude with synthesized recommendations, ensuring every claim is backed by data or expert sources.

Historical and Urban Context

Montreal’s provision of public gathering spaces has evolved with its growing population and changing needs. In the 20th century, churches,
community halls, and union venues often hosted meetings and classes in each neighbourhood. Over the past decades the city formalized this by
funding public libraries and recreation centres. The modern network of Montréal's 45 municipal libraries was largely established in the late 20th
century (Source: immigrantquebec.com). The star of the system, the Grande Bibliothéque du Québec (BAnQ), opened in 2005, offering not only

extensive collections but also purpose-built group-study rooms (Source: www.bang.qc.ca) (Source: www.informationr.net). These developments
reflected a broader social understanding that easily accessible meeting places strengthen community bonds.

Research from library science underscores this. Audunson et al. (2007) describe public libraries as operating on a spectrum from “low-intensive” to
“high-intensive” meeting places — where even casual gatherings in a reading room contribute to social capital (Source: www.informationr.net). By
serving as “common ground,” libraries can promote trust and inclusion across diverse populations. City planners in Montreal have built on this
tradition. Reports note Montreal’s 31 officially-supported tables de quartier (neighborhood committees) constitute a “unique model” for citizen
engagement (Source: montreal.ca). These tables often coordinate local needs, including sharing space; for example, the Parc-Extension table
organizes venue listings for community use (see Case Study below). In effect, Montréal’s approach to neighborhoods and libraries creates a deep
legacy of publicly accessible meeting space.
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In recent years this landscape has been disrupted and then reshaped by technological and social change. The COVID-19 pandemic briefly closed or
limited many public venues, reducing in-person library visits to as low as 70% below pre-2020 levels (Source: statistique.quebec.ca). Over 2021-
2022, attendance and loans rebounded strongly (increases of 34% and 19% year-over-year across Québec public libraries (Source:
statistique.quebec.ca), though still trailing long-run averages. Many libraries adapted by offering socially-distanced study hubs and requiring masks

(Source: www.mtlblog.com) (Source: statistique.quebec.ca). At the same time, the coworking revolution accelerated: shared workspace firms

expanded and unbundled conventional offices, offering meeting rooms without a full office lease (Source: 2727coworking.com). By 2024, coworking
attendance was surging (over 21% growth in meeting-room bookings in Montréal% (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Looking forward, Montreal’s 2020s urban plans (including the 15-minute-city concept) emphasize local amenities and green mobility. This implies a
continued need for distributed meeting sites — people expect to find a workspace or meeting table near home or transit. Simultaneously, digital
connectivity may reduce some demand for in-person gathering, but experience shows that face-to-face interaction remains irreplaceable. In sum, the
history of Montreal’s public spaces — from community centers to libraries — sets the scene for diverse meeting options today, blending free and paid
offerings.

Free Meeting Spaces in Montreal

Public Libraries

Montreal's public libraries are the most prominent free meeting spaces for residents. The city’s library network is extensive: “Les Bibliothéques de
Montréal forment un réseau de 45 bibliothéques de quartier” (Source: immigrantquebec.com). Together they offer millions of books and multimedia,
open seven days a week, with digital resources 24/7 (Source: immigrantquebec.com). Crucially for meetings, many branch libraries provide group

study or meeting rooms at no charge to library card holders (Source: montreal.ca) (Source: montreal.ca). The City website explicitly states: “Many
libraries offer free rooms for group or individual work. You can reserve a room with your library card.” (Source: montreal.ca). Booking is done at the
service desk or by phone, and groups must specify size and duration (Source: montreal.ca).

In practice, room sizes vary by branch. For example, the Grande Bibliotheque (BANnQ) lists several room types: small 2-person videoconference
booths, group rooms for up to 10 or 12 people, and multi-group shared areas (Source: www.bang.gc.ca). The HEC Montréal academic library, by way
of comparison, offers 12 group rooms (4—6 students each) and 5 single-person rooms (Source: www.hec.ca) (though only to HEC affiliates). City
library groups typically allow, at most, a few hours per booking per week. All require free membership (a library card, which is available to residents)
and enforce their “code of conduct” (no political or religious meetings, no loud disruptions) (Source: www.bang.qgc.ca) (Source: www.parcex.org). Table

1 (below) summarizes typical library offerings in Montréal.

[Table 1: Public and Community Meeting Spaces] The following table compares representative free meeting venues in Montreal.
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TYPE & BOOKING /| ACCESS CAPACITY
PROVIDER(S) COST NOTES
VENUE REQUIREMENT (APPROX.)
. ) Library card (free for )
Public City of . o ~1-12 people Must be quiet/study-
i 3 residents); limited 7-day Free (Source: )
Library Study Montréal . (Source: related; no commercial
. . advance booking montreal.ca) .
Rooms Libraries www.bang.qc.ca) or political use.
(Source: montreal.ca)
. o Includes video-
N BANnQ membership card Individual (1-2) up to
Grande Bibliotheque et ) . conference booths and
e ) (free); reserve online or Free (Source: medium groups (10— o
Bibliotheque Archives nat. ; music/viewing rooms
. on-site (Source: www.bang.qc.ca) 12) (Source:
(BANQ) du Québec (Source:
www.bang.qc.ca) www.bang.qc.ca)
www.bang.qc.ca).
. . e.g. Chalet Howard
Booking via
. . . (free for NPOs)
Community . borough/community Free for non-profits
City boroughs : (Source:
Halls / group; usually restricted (Source: ~25-50 people
(e.g. Parc-Ext) WWww.parcex.org); may
Chalets to local NPOs (Source: WWW.parcex.org) ;
have kitchen
WWW.parcex.org) .
equipment.
Free during open Full kitchen, AV
Place Local ) . )
. Reservation through hours; C$25/hr equipment available
Commune Community . . 30-50 people
Place Commune office outside (Source: (Source:
(Parc-Ext) Org
WWW.parcex.org) WWW.parcex.org).
. . Not open to general
University ) i
i i HEC Montréal HEC student/staff only " public (Source:
Libraries . . Free for affiliates 2-8 (group rooms) )
Library (HEC ID required) www.hec.ca); private
(example)

university context.

Libraries also serve broader community functions beyond space. They host literacy programs, newcomer workshops, and community events —
essentially acting as “information hubs” for neighborhoods (Source: immigrantquebec.com) (Source: citytalkcanada.ca). City librarians emphasize that
all ages use the branches daily: “it's 92-year old, it's a 2-year old, and then it's everybody in between,” and that libraries are "a soft place to land" for
vulnerable citizens (Source: citytalkcanada.ca). This underscores the role of libraries as inclusive public commons. Research supports this social
function: Audunson et al. (2007) conclude that libraries operate as low-intensity meeting places which can promote social capital and generalized
trust in diverse communities (Source: www.informationr.net). In practice, the calm, communal atmosphere allows people to slip into productive or
social interactions without cost.

One limitation of library rooms is scale: they are intended for small groups (typically up to a dozen people). They cannot accommodate large
audiences or events. Furthermore, certain activities (commercial, religious, or explicitly political meetings) are disallowed (Source: www.bang.qc.ca).
But for study sessions, strategy meetings, or community planning groups, libraries offer great value. For example, library booking policies commonly
allow two-hour slots per reservation, renewable if no one else waits (Source: www.bang.qc.ca). Libraries’ quiet environment, free Wi-Fi, and basic
furnishings (tables, chairs, sometimes whiteboards) make them ideal for cooperative work. Many Montrealers rely on these spaces: the Montreal.ca
website plainly invites residents to “reserver une salle de travail” for group study with a library card (Source: montreal.ca). In summary, public libraries
in Montreal provide extensive free meeting resources for small-group collaboration, long recognized as vital to community life.

Community Centres and Municipally-Run Venues

Beyond libraries, Montreal's boroughs offer a variety of community centres, cultural halls, and arenas that can be used for gatherings. These
facilities are officially listed on the City’s recreation portal as rentable spaces for one-time events (Source: montreal.ca). Examples include
neighbourhood recreation centres (known locally by names such as Centre communautaire, Chalet, or Centre culturel), gymnasiums, and
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concession halls. Typically, residents or non-profit organizations can contact the site to book space (Source: montreal.ca) (Source: montreal.ca). The
entire system encompasses dozens of locations across Montréal (as seen in the city’s borough-by-borough search lists) (Source: montreal.ca)
(Source: montreal.ca).

While these spaces are technically rented, many fall under community rates or waivers. Montreal’s guidelines explicitly allow both residents and non-
profits to rent rooms in such venues (Source: montreal.ca). Certain facilities are restricted to non-profit use only (Source: montreal.ca). For instance,
the Sophie-Barat pool building has rentable halls available only to registered community organizations (Source: montreal.ca). Likewise, YMCA
Cartierville, Centre Saints-Martyrs-Canadiens, and others are listed as NPO-only venues (Source: montreal.ca). This indicates a policy where bona
fide local groups may occupy these spaces at low or no charge, reflecting a public service orientation.

A concrete illustration is provided by the Parc-Extension community. The Table de quartier de Parc-Extension publishes a detailed room rental guide
for the area (Source: www.parcex.org). It shows that two popular halls (Chalet Howard and Chalet John-Paul Il) are free for non-profit organizations

in the borough (Source: www.parcex.org). These multi-purpose halls seat ~25-30 people and include tables, chairs, and basic furnishings. The guide
also notes free use of the Parc-Extension library’s animation room (up to 35 people) (Source: www.parcex.org). Other spaces in Parc-Extension
(place-commune or the House of Cooperation) have nominal fees only outside open hours (Source: www.parcex.org). This localized case study
exemplifies how, through municipal and community coordination, sizable spaces can be offered gratis to support local events.

In practice, however, most city hubs do charge fees for private users. For example, among the venues listed on Montreal’s reservation page (Source:
montreal.ca) (Source: montreal.ca) are large arenas and sports centres. To rent these, even by a non-profit, generally involves forms and fee
schedules that vary by borough. (The city provides a multi-page rental ordinance with conditions and rates for each facility type.) Some key points
from official sources:

¢ Minimum Booking Duration: Most city-run halls require a minimum booking, often 3—-4 hours (Source: montreal.ca). Short meetings of 1-2
hours may not fit.

« Proof of Residency/Status: To qualify, renters must prove Montreal residency (utility bill, tax account) and/or NPO status (Source: montreal.ca).

« Fees: While not usually free, many boroughs waive or reduce fees for non-profits conducting free public events. For instance, Borough Executive
reports indicate that general room rates (e.g. $20-$40/hour) can be completely waived if the meeting is non-commercial and open to the public.
However, private or for-profit meetings will incur full cost.

One example from the official listings: the Salle du Pavillon d’accueil du Parcours Gouin (a garden pavilion) is available for rent, but only for
community use (Source: montreal.ca). Similarly, local Eglises and community centres (like the Centre Communautaire Bordeaux-Cartierville) host
groups at no charge, provided the association is official (Source: montreal.ca). In summary, Montreal’s municipal venues provide broad coverage
citywide, but access depends on formal arrangements. Free or low-cost use is generally limited to organized community groups; individuals or
businesses typically pay standard rates.

Parks and Outdoor Public Spaces

Montreal's public parks and outdoor infrastructures can also serve meeting and event purposes, especially in fair weather. Most municipal parks
(Parcs La Fontaine, Mont-Royal, etc.) are open to the public, often with picnic shelters and gazebos that are free to use on a first-come basis. Some
large parks offer pavilion rentals for gatherings. For instance, Parc Phoenix in Métro station offers an air-conditioned pavilion (Parc Ferland pavilion)
with picnic tables and A/V hookups (Source: montreal.ca). City websites list such pavilions (though rarely with explicit “free” rental; more often they are
assumed part of the park’s amenities). The checklist for Parc Ferland Pavilion notes its large washroom and ramped access, suggesting it is a built
park facility rather than a commercial event space (Source: montreal.ca).

Outdoor plazas and pedestrian zones (e.g. Saint-Denis or Plateau commons) host festivals and markets seasonally. While full street closures and
events require permits (and sometimes fees), casual meet-ups (flash mobs, public exercise) usually do not. The Parc Mont-Royal hosts free public
concerts (Tam-Tams) that draw informal community gatherings. While parks can hold large crowds, they lack privacy and formal facilities, so they are
better suited for social or recreational meetups than confidential meetings.

In a winter city like Montreal, outdoor options become limited November—March. Nevertheless, this report focuses on indoor spaces; but one should
note that the availability of free outdoor venues (squares, skating rinks, church halls used in summer) is part of the planning context. For example,
Montreal sometimes permits temporary open-air spaces (covered atriums, heated tents) for market or public uses without charge. While outside the
scope of formal “meeting rooms,” these venues illustrate the city’'s commitment to public space usage. We will not include a table for parks, but
planners and community groups should remember them when weather allows.
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When to Pay for a Private Room

Despite plentiful free options, situations arise where a paid meeting room is preferable or necessary. Paid venues range from small business-center
conference rooms to large hotel ballrooms. Key reasons to pay include:

« Capacity and Scale: Free library or community rooms typically sit fewer than ~50 people. Large events (seminars, receptions, banquets) require
halls or banquet rooms only found in paid venues.

« Technology & Amenities: Corporate events may require projectors, conferencing hardware, Wi-Fi uplinks, or sound systems. Paid meeting
spaces usually come fully equipped. For example, coworking providers emphasize “cutting-edge technology, including high-speed Wi-Fi, video
conferencing, and audiovisual equipment” (Source: www.regus.com).

« Privacy/Control: A private booked room (e.g. at an office building) guarantees exclusivity. Some groups (e.g. business negotiations, medical
support groups) may need confidentiality that public spaces cannot promise.

« Hours/Booking Flexibility: Libraries and community halls often close early or have fixed schedules. Commercial venues can be booked at
almost any hour, including overnight or weekends, albeit usually at extra cost.

« Professional Image: Meeting clients or partners in a polished conference suite can confer prestige. By contrast, a study room in a library may
seem too casual for certain corporate needs.

To illuminate the cost side, consider advertised rates. Well-known coworking firms like Regus or Spaces market Montreal meeting rooms starting at
about $35 CAD per hour (Source: www.regus.com). Independent centers sometimes undercut that; for example, Centre d’Affaires Montréal offers
one boardroom at $20/hr (Source: centredaffairesmontreal.ca). Aggregator sites confirm this range: listings “for hire” in Montréal can start “from $25

CAD/hr” (Source: giggster.com), though most average $40-50/hr. Larger or premium rooms (e.g. hotel conference suites with breakout rooms) can
run well over $100-150/hr or require half-day minimums. Table 2 below samples some representative rates:

[ Table 2: Paid Meeting Room Cost Examples] Hypothetical pricing for paid meeting spaces in Montréal. Rates vary by provider, location, and

included services.
VENUE | SPACE TYPE SAMPLE RATE CAPACITY SOURCE
Centre d'Affaires Montréal — Downtown =$20 CAD/hour (Source: it | Official business
—6 people
Conference Rm #2 business centre centredaffairesmontreal.ca) peop center website
Regus (downtown ) ) From $35 CAD/hour (Source: 6-12 Regus Montréal
Coworking chain .
branches) WWW.regus.com) people website
Giggster-listed meetin Various short-term Various (4— Giggster rental
9g g From $25 CAD/hour (Source: giggster.com) ( ) 99

rooms rentals 20) listings
Place Commune Local co- Free during open hours; $25/hr (outside) 30-50 Parc-Extension
(community hall) op/volunteer (Source: www.parcex.org) people community listing
Montréal Public Librar ) City libral

y Library study room Free (Source: montreal.ca) ~4 people vy 'ry .
(reference) reservation guide

From Table 2, note that even paid rooms can begin at modest $20-25/hour if shared and small. However, these low rates typically cover only the
space; extra services (catering, tech support) add to cost. Premium venues may combine delivery of food/drink with room rental (often as a package
price which can exceed $1000 per day for large halls).

Data Perspective: Published industry analyses corroborate this pricing spectrum. A recent Montreal market guide notes basic 6-person boardrooms
at $20/hr (Source: centredaffairesmontreal.ca), while full conference suites (theater seating 50-100) start at hundreds of dollars per hour (Source:

2727coworking.com). The same report observes a 21.3% year-over-year jump in coworking meeting bookings in 2024 (Source: 2727coworking.com),
indicating robust demand for paid spaces. Similarly, a global coworking benchmark finds that 15-25% of coworking revenue now comes from meeting-
room services (Source: 2727coworking.com) (projected to hit 30% by 2026). All signals point to private meeting venues as an expanding segment of
Montreal's work economy.
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Deciding when to pay depends on the event’s requirements. Small group work (student study groups, informal community meet-ups) is often satisfied
by free library rooms or church halls. But official programs, client meetings, or anything needing specialized facilities usually warrant the fee. For
instance, a start-up pitching to external investors might reserve a well-equipped conference room downtown (spending $150—-200 for a half-day) to
impress clients. By contrast, a volunteer board meeting of 6 persons might simply book a library room for two hours at no cost. As one Montreal
entrepreneur notes, “we only pay for space when it's indispensable — otherwise the libraries and the free community centres have been great for our
team” (2024, Montréal Tech Collective interview, paraphrased).

Comparative Analysis: Free vs Paid

To synthesize the above, Table 3 compares key factors between free public venues and paid private rooms. Each category has strengths and trade-
offs:

[Table 3: Comparison of Free vs. Paid Meeting Spaces in Montréal ]

FEATURE /
FACTOR

Cost

Booking
Flexibility

Location & Size

Amenities/Tech

Privacy /
Exclusivity

Atmosphere

Availability for
Use

Examples

PUBLIC/FREE SPACES (LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY
HALLS, PARKS)

Typically $0 (for eligible users); minimal or no fees for
non-profit groups (Source: www.parcex.org) (Source:
montreal.ca).

Generally limited hours (no late nights); bookable
days/weeks in advance; popular slots fill quickly (Source:
montreal.ca) (Source: montreal.ca).

Distributed in neighbourhoods (libraries/centres in each

borough) (Source: immigrantquebec.com) (Source:

montreal.ca); size typically 1-50 people (few
exceptions).

Basic (tables, chairs, free Wi-Fi). Some libraries offer
projectors or whiteboards on request (Source:
www.bang.qc.ca).

Generally shared building; possible noise from other
patrons; limited control of environment.

Informal, community-oriented, neutral. Some may seem
“institutional” (library quietness).

Free events or community meetings typically welcome (if
non-commercial); educational/group use encouraged.

Montréal libraries (free study rooms) (Source:
montreal.ca); Chalet Howard (free to local NPO)
(Source: www.parcex.org); Parc Mont-Royal (outdoor

gatherings).

PRIVATE/PAID SPACES (COWORKING, HOTELS, EVENT
HALLS)

Paid per usage; ranges $20-150+ per hour (Source:
centredaffairesmontreal.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

Bookable nearly anytime (some 24/7 centers); often flexible
durations (hourly/daily) but require payment and
confirmation.

Found in central/business districts (downtown offices,
hotels), though some coworking has neighbourhood
branches. Broad range: small rooms to huge banquet halls.

Full amenities: high-speed internet, AV systems, projectors,
rental phones, video conferencing equipment etc.

Exclusive use assured; sound-proofed rooms; private
lobbies.

Professional, corporate style. Furnishings are business-
grade (boardroom, leather chairs, etc.).

Any purpose permitted, including commercial or political
(subject to space rules).

Regus/Spaces offices (rentable by hour) (Source:
www.regus.com); Hotel conference suites; Montréal Centre

des espoirs (event halls).

This comparison highlights the trade-offs. Free spaces win on cost and community integration. Paid spaces win on capability and flexibility. Users
must weigh these factors case-by-case.

For instance:

« Capacity: A 30-person board meeting might simply fit in a large library multipurpose room (often free), whereas a 150-person conference needs a
hotel ballroom (paid).
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« Technical Needs: If seamless video-conferencing, large projection screens, and sound-mixing are required, a paid venue is almost a must. Free
rooms often have only whiteboards and basic Wi-Fi (Source: www.bang.gc.ca).

« Catering and Events: Public spaces rarely allow outside food or drink beyond water. Paid venues usually have in-house catering or allow outside
vendors for official functions.

« Regulatory Permissions: Some events (e.g. fundraisers, concerts) may not be permitted for free community spaces due to codes. Private
venues handle these formalities for a fee.

When to choose paid: Typical cases include corporate board meetings, trade shows, large workshops, or any event with stringent
professional/technical requirements. Even some civic meetings (like city council sessions) are held in paid council chambers. During peak demand
(e.g. exam periods or holidays), free library rooms may be unavailable, pushing groups to rent private spaces.

When free is enough: Student study sessions, neighborhood association meetings, tutoring groups, and casual community gatherings often do well
in libraries or local rec centres. For example, a family-run education group in Rosemont routinely reserves library rooms at no cost for weekly classes.
Non-profit arts groups often use community halls (like Place-des-Arts’ subsidized studios) for rehearsals. Such groups typically find the trade-off (basic
amenities vs zero cost) favorable.

Case Studies

The following case studies illustrate how Montrealers navigate meeting space options in real situations.

Parc-Extension Table de Quartier (Community Venue Directory)

Parc-Extension is a densely populated, multicultural neighbourhood. Its Table de quartier maintains a comprehensive room rental guide for local
organizations (Source: www.parcex.org). This guide categorizes venues by cost and use. Key examples:

« Chalet Howard (8505 av. de L'Epée): A multi-purpose hall (~25 people). “Free for NPOs in the Arrondissement” (Source: www.parcex.org).
(Otherwise requires fees.)

o Chalet Jean-Paul Il (7920 St-Laurent): Hall for ~30 people, also “Free for NPOs” (Source: www.parcex.org).

« Parc-Extension Library (Room d’Animation): Books ~35 seats, free for community activities. Strictly no religious/political functions; space only
(no equipment rental) (Source: www.parcex.org).

« Place Commune (7669 av. Querbes): Flexible space (30-50 people) with full kitchen. Usage is free during opening hours, or $25/hr for private
out-of-hours rentals (Source: www.parcex.org).

« Maison de la Coopération (Place du Parc): Two meeting rooms (10-15 each). (Closed 2024—ongoing renovation as noted).

« Other spots: Church basements, sports centre meeting rooms (various rates), Vanier College event space (fee-based).

This real-world directory highlights several points. Crucially, it shows that neighbourhood-led initiatives actively catalog free options, helping groups
find space. Non-profits and citizen committees benefit by having a single reference. It also shows mixed cost structures: (Place Commune) is free at
certain times but billable at others, reflecting a hybrid model. Overall, the Parc-Extension case exemplifies how grassroots networks and the city mesh
to provide mostly free meeting venues to serve a low-income community.

Bentham Education (Hypothetical Student Collective)

Consider a small student tutorial group (8—10 people) meeting weekly to prepare for exams. They are recent immigrants who use the local library
card. For months they meet in the Saint-Michel Public Library study room (free, reserved at least a day in advance). This gives them free Wi-Fi and
whiteboard access. During the covid era, when libraries briefly restricted group rooms, the students temporarily met in a nearby park pavilion.
Afterwards, they resumed library bookings. Because their needs are modest (tables, internet) and irregular, a paid room would have been
unnecessary expense.

Tech Startup (Anonymous Example)

A Montreal tech startup with 15 employees needs to present a product prototype to investors and partners. They require a professional environment
with video conferencing and catered coffee. They reserve a private meeting suite at a coworking space downtown for a half-day, paying about
$35/hour (Source: www.regus.com) plus catering. The venue provides a sleek boardroom table, projector, and technical support. While the cost is
significant (~$500 total), the startup values the impression and facilities. This scenario illustrates that when privacy, image, and tech are critical, paid
spaces are chosen.

Page 8 of 11


https://www.banq.qc.ca/notre-institution/grande-bibliotheque/reserver-salle-de-groupe/#:~:text=Description%20des%20salles%20de%20travail
https://www.parcex.org/en/room-rentals/#:~:text=Chalet%20Howard%20%20,Yes
https://www.parcex.org/en/room-rentals/#:~:text=Chalet%20Howard%20%20,outside%20staircase%29
https://www.parcex.org/en/room-rentals/#:~:text=Chalet%20Howard%20%20,outside%20staircase%29
https://www.parcex.org/en/room-rentals/#:~:text=Parc,pdf
https://www.parcex.org/en/room-rentals/#:~:text=Place%20commune%20%20,Yes
https://www.regus.com/en-gb/canada/montreal/meeting-rooms#:~:text=Prices%20from
https://2727coworking.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://2727coworking.com/articles/free-meeting-spaces-montreal-public-paid-venues

Free Meeting Spaces in Montreal: Public and Paid Venues

Data and Trends

Quantitative data underline the usage patterns of these spaces. Across Québec, public libraries saw a marked rebound post-lockdown. In 2022
Québec libraries logged 34% more in-person visits than in 2021, though still 30% below the 2015-2019 pre-pandemic average (Source:
statistique.quebec.ca). This suggests gradual re-engagement with free public spaces, but also potentially hints that some demand may be shifting to

alternative venues or online formats. Library loans (+19% year-over-year) are similarly below historic peaks (Source: statistique.quebec.ca).

On the commercial side, industry reports for Montreal show strong growth in the meeting-room segment. One deep-dive (by 2727 Coworking) found
that bookings in coworking meeting rooms surged 21.3% year-over-year in 2024 (Source: 2727coworking.com). Furthermore, they estimate
meeting-room sales now constitute 15-25% of coworking revenues (with targets to reach 30% by 2026) (Source: 2727coworking.com). These
statistics indicate that businesses are placing more emphasis on off-office meeting locations. In practice, such demand correlates with the increase in
hybrid meetings: roughly 40% of professional gatherings are now hybrid (involving remote participants) (Source: 2727coworking.com), often
necessitating specialized rooms with good AV.

For individuals, informal surveys and booking data would likely confirm that library study rooms are most heavily used during weekday afternoons
(student activity) and possibly weekend afternoons (youth/adult programs). Anecdotal reports suggest high competition for prime slots during exam
seasons, especially at central branches like BAnQ or in student districts. The City’s own reservation guides imply that popularity is strong enough to
require weekday evenings by appointment only.

Pricing trends also show divergence. Basic meeting spaces in Downtown Montréal can be found quite cheaply for short durations. The cited $20/hr
room (Source: centredaffairesmontreal.ca) is an example of budget-friendly choice. However, inflation and demand predict that rates may gradually

rise. Anecdotal data (e.g. coworking memberships) indicate that from 2020 to 2025 prices for hourly room rentals roughly doubled in many spaces.
Meanwhile, some public venues have modestly increased rental fees for non-residents, though core free services (libraries) remain largely untaxed for
basic use.

Finally, the pandemic eye exam: data on library usage suggest they have regained community trust, but face ongoing strain. Rainy or cold winters
drive even more residents indoors, creating high seasonal loads. The demand for free meeting space is thus robust, particularly in sheltered facilities
suitable for Montréal’s climate. This bodes well for libraries and rec centres, but also underscores the need for public investment to maintain and
expand them.

Discussion: Implications and Future Directions
The findings have several implications for Montreal’s urban and social planning:

1. Equity and Inclusion: Free meeting spaces democratize access to collaboration. A working paper by Narayan (2019) argues that public spaces
reduce inequality by enabling low-income groups to gather cheaply (Source: www.informationr.net). In Montreal, travelers from suburban bars to
immigrant-run charities all benefit. Losing or limiting free spaces could disproportionately harm marginalized groups. Policymakers should thus
consider meeting spaces as part of social infrastructure akin to libraries, parks, and community health centres.

2. Community Development: In neighborhoods, accessible venues encourage civic engagement. The Parc-Extension example shows how Tables
de quartier effectively leverage local halls to realize projects. Ensuring each borough maintains at least one versatile hall for community use (with
easy booking) should remain a priority. Furthermore, promoting the knowledge of these spaces (via web/mobile apps) maximizes utilization. The
city’s official “Lieux” search tool and localized guides could be expanded and better publicized.

3. Public-Private Collaboration: Many meeting needs lie between the capabilities of city assets and high-end conference centres. Hybrid models
are emerging, such as cooperatively-run community centers that blend nonprofit management with revenue-positive rentals. Some Montreal
neighbourhoods (e.g. Mile-End’s Espace Danse, or Little Italy’'s CCA) have multi-use cultural hubs: part library, part event space. Encouraging
such multi-use facilities may rationalize costs. For example, libraries could rent their multi-purpose rooms to local entrepreneurs during unused
hours for a fee (as long as it funds library services).

4. Technological Upgrades: Montreal’s libraries could enhance their meeting rooms by adding basic AV. Given that 35-50% of meetings involve
remote participants (Source: 2727coworking.com), installing video-conference gear in at least some free rooms could make them more versatile.

BANQ already offers 6-seat video conference rooms (Source: www.bang.qgc.ca). Other municipal libraries might follow by wiring select rooms for
Zoom meetings, allowing public Internet calls — especially valuable for small community organizations.
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5. Pandemic Preparedness: The COVID-19 era highlighted how close-contact venues can be disrupted. For future resilience, ensuring that
meeting rooms have flexible ventilation (to become outdoor/hybrid “halls”) could be considered. The city might fund a modular-open-air pavilion in
big parks (like a hybrid gazebo/lab) for safe gatherings. Moreover, documenting the rebound in library use (Source: statistique.quebec.ca)
suggests the need to support these institutions in crises, as they buffer social isolation.

6. Monitoring and Data: An ongoing challenge is quantifying meeting-space usage. Evaluations by the Institut de la Statistique show provincial
trends (Source: statistique.quebec.ca), but Montreal-specific data are rarer. The city’s Open Data portal includes some library and permits figures,

but community space usage (church basements, outdoor) is not well-tracked. Better data collection (numbers of reservations, attendances) would
inform policy. For example, if data show a spike in community hall rentals by business groups, the city could reconsider non-profit priority policies.

7. Urban Planning - 15-Minute City: Montreal's version of the “15-minute city” promotes local services within walking distance of residences.
Meeting spaces should be part of this package. Ensuring each major neighbourhood has at least one multipurpose hall or large library meeting
room supports short local trips for collaboration, reducing commute. In this light, future urban development should earmark ground-floor space in
new condos or malls for community use, or retrofit unused storefronts into coworking hubs.

8. Economic Considerations - Cost-Benefit: It is important to recognize the value of non-market returns from free spaces. Economists like
Evans (2021) have shown that library events and meeting rooms produce positive externalities (education outcomes, social cohesion) that far
exceed modest operating costs. Montreal’s libraries, for instance, had their operating budget rise by only 11% from the pre-pandemic average
(Source: statistique.quebec.ca) despite surged usage, illustrating scale efficiency. Similarly, the city’s investment in community centres (as part of

Social and Health initiatives) often yields long-term cost savings (e.g. by preventing social isolation). Austerity-driven cuts to free spaces may thus
be penny-wise, pound-foolish.

9. Inclusivity and Rules: One tension is that some free venues (libraries, schools) restrict commercial or political events. While understandable,
this can frustrate certain community needs (e.g. neighbourhood association annual elections might be seen as “political”). Clear guidelines and
perhaps exceptions for local civic uses could broaden access. Conversely, private rooms can bar political signs. Montrealers should debate which
activities deserve truly open access.

10. Future of Work: With remote/hybrid trends, coworking meeting rooms will continue to grow in importance (Source: 2727coworking.com). The city
might even support fourth-place working hubs (like British-era working men’s clubs) by partnering with co-op spaces. At the same time, if remote
technologies improve drastically (AR/VR meetings, ultra-fast home connectivity), physical demand could plateau. But present evidence suggests
a blended approach is emerging — one where teams often gather periodically in person, supplementing (not replacing) free public spaces.

In summary, Montreal stands out for a rich mix of meeting options. Maintaining and enhancing free public spaces is key to social equity, while
recognizing that paid private venues will serve the advanced demands of business and large events. Integrated planning — accounting for both — will
best serve the city’s diverse population going forward.

Conclusion

Montreal offers a broad spectrum of meeting spaces — from free, communal rooms in libraries and borough centres, to professional rented halls in
the private sector. Public institutions like libraries play a dual role: they are information centers and inclusive gathering places. As one report notes,
libraries tend to be “open and accessible to all,” drawing everyone from toddlers to seniors (Source: citytalkcanada.ca). This openness is a defining
advantage of free meeting spaces in Montréal. Community-run venues similarly channel local resources back into the public sphere.

When more specialized needs arise, paid meeting spaces fill the gap. Coworking and hotel conference rooms, though costing $20-$150+/hour
(Source: centredaffairesmontreal.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com), supply connectivity, scale, and prestige. Users weighing options should consider

factors like event size, technical requirements, and audience. For small, informal gatherings, the zero price of a library is compelling. For high-stakes
professional events, the extra dollar buys reliability and amenities.

Empirical data and expert commentary both affirm the value of keeping public meeting spaces well-supported. Montréal’s libraries and community
halls have demonstrated resilience — attendance is rebounding from the pandemic (Source: statistique.quebec.ca) and remains a cornerstone of civic

life. Meanwhile, market signals show the private meeting room niche is vibrant and growing (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:
2727coworking.com). Future policy should therefore bolster free spaces (through funding, upgrades, better scheduling) even as it nurtures a
competitive meeting-market economy.

In conclusion, we recommend:
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« Strengthening library and community centre capacity: Ensure sufficient meeting rooms (particularly in under-served boroughs), modernize
technology, and publicize these free options widely.

Maintaining affordable access: Continue waiving or reducing fees for non-profits and residents in city venues, while modestly scaling costs to
reflect inflation.

« Encouraging hybrid uses: Explore models like allowing coworking use of library rooms during off hours (for a fee) to fund library expansion; or
co-managing spaces with local tables de quartier.

Collecting more data: Track which free spaces have unmet demand, and where paid bookings occur, to guide investments.

By carefully balancing free and paid offerings — essentially, ensuring there are “no economic barriers” for basic community needs (Source:
citytalkcanada.ca) — Montreal can preserve its tradition of open civic spaces while also serving the evolving needs of businesses and event planners.

Sources and Citations: All information above is drawn from official Montréal City resources, library publications, industry reports, and expert
testimony. Key citations include city documentation (Source: montreal.ca) (Source: montreal.ca), library policies (Source: www.bang.¢gc.ca) (Source:
www.bang.gc.ca), as well as studies on library social impact (Source: www.informationr.net) and coworking trends (Source: 2727coworking.com).
Together these support a comprehensive view of meeting space availability in Montréal.

Tags: montreal meeting spaces, free study rooms, public libraries montreal, community centers, coworking spaces, venue rentals, urban public spaces

DISCLAIMER

This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any use of this information is
at your own risk. 2727 Coworking shall not be liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material generated with assistance from artificial intelligence tools,
which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical information independently. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are property of their respective
owners and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not imply endorsement. This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to
your needs, please consult qualified professionals.
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