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Executive Summary
Griffintown is a historically working‐class, post‐industrial district immediately south of downtown Montréal that
has undergone dramatic change over the past two decades. Once a grimy network of warehouses and
tenements along the Lachine Canal, Griffintown is now one of the city’s most rapidly redeveloping
neighbourhoods. A 2013 Montréal special planning program explicitly targets Griffintown for transformation into
“an innovative, livable and sustainable neighbourhood” (montreal.ca). This report examines the area’s
evolution, current character, and prospects, with detailed data, case examples, and sources throughout.
Historical context is provided (from its 19th-century Irish founder Mary Griffin through industrial rise and decline
to recent renewal), followed by analysis of demographics, housing, business and employment, food and
culture, recreation (especially the Lachine Canal area), infrastructure, and social/environmental issues. The
City’s and community’s interventions – planning initiatives, infrastructure projects, public consultations – are
described in depth, as are key metrics (e.g. population growth, real-estate demand). The report also considers
multiple perspectives: municipal planners, developers, longtime residents, artists, and newcomers. Notable
examples include the repurposing of industrial buildings into cultural hubs (e.g. the Darling Foundry and
Arsenal art centre), and controversies such as strong housing demand, soaring rents, and questions of
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affordability. Finally, we discuss implications and future directions, based on official plans and consultations. All
claims are supported by extensive citations to official documents, news reports, scholarly and professional
analyses, and expert commentary.

Introduction and Background
Griffintown is located in the borough of Le Sud-Ouest, immediately south and west of Montréal’s historic
downtown (Ville-Marie). Its approximate boundaries are the Bonaventure Expressway (Route 10) to the east,
Georges-Vanier Boulevard to the west, Notre-Dame Street to the north, and the Lachine Canal to the south
(www.go-montreal.com). This strategic location – adjacent to the city’s core and including significant waterfront
– underlies much of Griffintown’s recent appeal. Historically, the district grew up along the canal (opened 1825)
as a hub of factories and worker housing. The canal itself today is a federally managed National Historic Site:
built to bypass the Lachine Rapids for shipping, it was designated of national significance as early as 1929 and
now serves as a protected urban park and recreational waterway (parks.canada.ca) (2727coworking.com).
Modern Griffintown benefits greatly from the canal’s green corridor of parks and multi-use paths (part of the
Lachine Canal National Historic Site), which supports walking, cycling and boating year-round
(parks.canada.ca) (2727coworking.com).

As a result of decades of decline and disinvestment in the mid-20th century, and then rebirth in the 21st
century, Griffintown today is markedly different from its early profile. It has become a “vibrant” mixed-use
neighbourhood, attracting a growing number of residents and businesses. A tourism guide notes that
Griffintown “has revitalized itself and become one of the most vibrant and exciting neighborhoods in Montreal,”
buoyed by an influx of artists, technology firms and entrepreneurs (www.go-montreal.com)
(2727coworking.com). City planning documents likewise emphasize the area’s rebirth: the Montréal
“Griffintown project” (adopted 2013) presents a vision to remake this “former industrial area” into an urban
district of innovative housing, commerce and parks (montreal.ca) (montreal.ca).

In recent surveys and reports, Griffintown has led Montréal in population growth and development activity. One
industry analysis found that the neighbourhood’s population “grew by an astonishing 642% between 2011 and
2021”, making Griffintown “the fastest-growing neighborhood in the Montreal metropolitan area,” largely driven
by a new generation of young professionals (2727coworking.com). This demographic change underpins much
of the current dynamics discussed below, from real estate demand to the restaurant boom. In summary,
Griffintown today is a rapidly densifying, highly desirable district with good transit access, canal-side paths,
and a dense mix of loft condos, offices, and cultural space (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

Historical Context
Early Origins (17th–19th Century)
The history of Griffintown begins with the Fief de Nazareth, a 1654 land grant by Jeanne Mance and Paul de
Chomedey de Maisonneuve of Ville-Marie (Montréal’s colonial name). In 1792 the Irish merchant Thomas
McCord acquired a portion of this land from the Hôtel-Dieu sisters and became its seigneur, farming the estate
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and renting a mill (lesquartiersducanal.com) (2727coworking.com). While McCord was away in the early
1800s, his associate Patrick Langan illegally sold the lease to Robert and Mary Griffin – a transaction McCord
later successfully contested in court. Nevertheless, Mary Griffin quickly subdivided the area adjacent to the
canal and the Ville-Marie downtown, spurring development of worker housing (www.tfcg.ca). By the 1810s,
new streets (King, Queen, Prince, Griffin/Wellington, and Ottsego (later Ottawa) and De la Commune) were
carved through the subdivision, and the new section was colloquially dubbed “Griffintown.” Mary Griffin is still
regarded as the neighbourhood’s de facto founder (www.tfcg.ca). (After legal battles, a Montreal court in 1814
restored McCord’s claims, but the name “Griffintown” had already become entrenched in local usage
(www.tfcg.ca).)

From roughly 1815 onward, Griffintown began to transform under industrialization. The construction of the
Lachine Canal (1821–25) brought waves of mainly Irish labourers to Montréal, many of whom settled in
Griffintown’s cheap lodging. Over the 19th century, the canal’s presence catalyzed one of North America’s
earliest industrial districts. Factories and tanneries proliferated along Griffintown’s streetcar grid, making it one
of the pivots of Montréal’s burgeoning 19th-century economy (lesquartiersducanal.com). Indeed, one heritage
summary notes that Griffintown “became a working class community in transition – mainly Irish immigrants –
and one of the pivots of Canada’s industrial revolution” (www.tfcg.ca) (lesquartiersducanal.com).

Industrial Maturity and Decline (Late 19th – Mid 20th Century)
By the late 1800s, Griffintown was densely built with substandard housing and heavy industry. Rapid growth
had a dark side. Montreal historian reports describe how hastily built tenements in the early 1900s lacked
proper water and sewers, and the area was periodically plagued by fires, flooding, and epidemics
(lesquartiersducanal.com). The working-class environment was harsh: in its heyday, households produced
soot and odors from heaps of horse manure and industrial waste, and infringing on regolatory oversight.
Importantly, Griffintown’s fortunes waned as industrial operations modernized.By the mid-20th century, many
factories closed or relocated, and Montreal’s focus shifted. The Lachine Canal itself was closed to navigation in
1970, effectively severing Griffintown’s direct link to the port and contributing to a prolonged decline
(lesquartiersducanal.com). Infrastructure decisions also isolated the area. For example, the construction of
elevated highways (the Bonaventure Expressway at the canal’s eastern edge) created a physical barrier
between Griffintown and downtown, discouraging investment.

In this period, populations fell and Griffintown took on a reputation as a grim ghetto. The official timeline notes
that the neighbourhood was largely “abandoned” through the 1960s–90s, with significant depopulation
interrupted only by wartime industry shifts (lesquartiersducanal.com). By 1990, Griffintown was sparsely
inhabited, its old mills empty. Civic neglect and contaminated lots were common: even the City of Montréal is
aware that many sites were deemed contaminated under Quebec’s Environment Quality Act (which came into
force in 2003) (montreal.ca). In short, by late 20th century Griffintown was very nearly a brownfield
neighbourhood with few new projects.
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Revival (1990s–Present)
The turnaround for Griffintown began in the 1990s. One key catalyst was the establishment of the École de
technologie supérieure (ÉTS) on Notre-Dame Street in 1997 (lesquartiersducanal.com). This technical
university campus (converted from old Tannery buildings and warehouses) brought thousands of students,
faculty and new businesses to the area, helping to animate a corridor that had long been dormant.
Concurrently, Montréal’s downtown tech boom – dubbed “Cité du Multimédia” – began spilling into Griffintown.
By the early 2000s, municipal planners and developers were actively promoting Griffintown as a high-tech
corridor. Indeed, the neighbourhood was even branded part of the Cité du Multimédia, intended to cluster
software and telecommunications firms (lesquartiersducanal.com). Quintessential “creative economy” players
arrived: start-ups, design studios, and cyber cafés.

This institutional and commercial influx triggered an ever larger ripple: as tech workers and students moved in,
demand for housing surged. Gradually, massive condominium and loft apartment projects were announced on
Griffintown’s formerly vacant lots. Year by year, the skyline began changing. By the 2010s the area was
packed with cranes and construction sites. Demand remained so strong that one reports notes Griffintown’s
real estate demand was “hot” well into 2023 (though that report was a sponsored CTV piece
(www.ctvnews.ca)). The City of Montréal recognized that the decade of the 2010s constituted a turning point.
In 2013, after extensive local consultation, the city formally adopted a Special Planning Program for Griffintown
(the Programme particulier d’urbanisme, or PPU). This plan laid out a comprehensive blueprint to “transform
this former industrial area into an innovative, livable and sustainable neighbourhood” with mixed housing,
parks, and amenities (montreal.ca) (montreal.ca).

Our Table 1 below summarizes key historical milestones from these origins up through the present planning
framework. It highlights how Griffintown has repeatedly been reinvented – from farmland to industrial hub to a
modern urban mixed-use district.

Year / Era Major Events in Griffintown’s Development

1642–1792:
Colonial era

Land was part of the Fief de Nazareth (Hôtel-Dieu hospital holdings) (www.tfcg.ca) (lesquartiersducanal.com).
(Not yet “Griffintown.”)

1792 Irish merchant Thomas McCord acquires part of the Nazareth fief and establishes residence
(lesquartiersducanal.com).

1800–1810 McCord’s associate Langan illegally sells McCord’s lease to Mary Griffin; Mary Griffin subdivides the land,
naming the area “Griffintown.” Settlers (mainly Irish immigrants) begin moving in (www.tfcg.ca)
(lesquartiersducanal.com).

1814 McCord wins lawsuit, recovering rights; by this time the name Griffintown is already entrenched (www.tfcg.ca).
City approves Mary Griffin’s 1811 street grid plan.

1815 Massive influx of Irish immigrants; Griffintown emerges as a key industrial workers’ district, housing canal and
factory laborers (lesquartiersducanal.com).

1825 Lachine Canal opens (1.5 m depth initially); Griffintown waterfront factories boom. (First St. Patrick’s Day parade
in Canada – reflecting Irish community – runs through Griffintown in 1824 (www.tfcg.ca).)

1825–1880s Canal enlarged and deepened; Griffintown thrives amid Montréal’s industrial golden age. (Irish heritage remains
dominant in this period.)
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Year / Era Major Events in Griffintown’s Development

Late 1800s–
1900

Rapid growth leads to overcrowding and poor housing. By early 20th century, many buildings have decayed into
slums, with frequent fires, floods and public health hazards (lesquartiersducanal.com). Industrial decline at
century’s turn.

1960s Lachine Canal closes; exodus of industry accelerates decline. Many factories shutter; Griffintown largely
abandoned (lesquartiersducanal.com). Construction of Bonaventure Expressway (Route 10) to the east further
severs the link with downtown.

1988 Parks Canada designates the Lachine Canal a National Historic Site (Canada); canal revitalization begins. St-
Gabriel locks and basin become heritage parks.

Mid-1990s École de technologie supérieure (ÉTS) opens (1997); jumps starts local activity along Notre-Dame
(lesquartiersducanal.com). Concordia University plans major new campus buildings in adjacent district (Quartier
Concordia).

2000s Griffintown marketed as part of Cité du Multimédia high-tech cluster (lesquartiersducanal.com). Condominiums
and loft conversions break ground; restaurants, cafés, galleries appear. (Population growth accelerates.)

2010–2020 New condominium towers proliferate. In 2013 Montréal adopts a Special Planning Program (PPU) for Griffintown
to guide ongoing redevelopment (montreal.ca). Infrastructure renewal and park projects begin.

2023–2025 City commissions public consultation (OCPM) on PPU implementation (incorporating climate, affordability and
mobility) (www.oidp.net) (www.oidp.net). Major streets and plazas are rebuilt (see Table 2). Griffintown
approaches full “maturity” as a mixed-use urban district.

Sources: Chronological details are drawn from heritage and planning documents (notably Montréal’s
Griffintown PPU (montreal.ca) and local histories (lesquartiersducanal.com) (www.tfcg.ca)) and synthesize
expert commentary (www.tfcg.ca) (www.tfcg.ca).

Geography and Environment
Geographically, Griffintown lies on the western flank of downtown along the south bank of the St. Lawrence
River outlet (Lachine Canal basin). The Canal flows east–west along the neighbourhood’s southern edge;
north of it rise downtown high-rises. The neighbourhood is interwoven with remnants of 19th-century industrial
fabric – old brick factories and lofts – many of which have been repurposed. The topography is generally flat,
part of the St. Lawrence lowlands. Soil contamination is an ongoing concern (reflecting its industrial past); the
City maintains a registry of “contaminated lots” under the Québec Environment Quality Act (montreal.ca), and
developers routinely conduct soil remediation during construction.

Despite past pollution, the present environment is improving. Urban design now favors green spaces, tree
canopies and waterways. The Lachine Canal itself is a ribbon of parkland, fully rehabilitated by Parks Canada
over the last 30 years (parks.canada.ca). Historic locks (e.g. Saint-Gabriel and Cote-St-Paul locks) are
maintained as heritage sites and public spaces. Along the canal’s banks, multi-use paths cater to pedestrians
and cyclists, and new waterfront parks (such as the planned Parc du Bassin-à-Bois) are being developed. The
City’s recent plans even emphasize doubling down on the canal theme: Montréal now brand a regional “Canal
District” that includes Griffintown, Little Burgundy and Saint-Henri – all canal-adjacent quarters. A local
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business association (SDC Les Quartiers du Canal) notes that Griffintown now boasts thriving independents
and “trendy restaurants,” design shops and art galleries against a backdrop of historic façades
(lesquartiersducanal.com).

However, environmental groups note challenges remain. Air pollution occasionally spikes due to traffic
corridors (e.g. the Bonaventure artery to the east). The canal water quality is closely monitored, since
stormwater runoff and upstream contaminants accumulate in the basin. Montréal’s official plans now integrate
climate resilience into Griffintown’s vision; for example, new streets will include bioswales and increased
vegetative cover, both to beautify and to manage stormwater sustainably. In sum, while Griffintown’s heavy-
industry legacy posed serious environmental issues in the 20th century, the current redevelopment
emphasizes parks, green design, and ongoing remediation (with support from federal Parks Canada for the
canal site (parks.canada.ca)).

Demographics and Socioeconomics
In the recent transition, Griffintown has become heavily populated by young urban professionals and affluent
renters/owners. As noted, one coworking-industry analysis reports that the neighbourhood’s population “grew
by an astonishing 642% between 2011 and 2021,” making it the fastest-growth area in the Montréal CMA
(2727coworking.com). The report implies that the socioeconomic profile shifted: the influx brought “a young,
professional demographic” that in turn has driven demand for condos and offices (2727coworking.com).
Official census data (Sud-Ouest borough) indicate a sharp rise in households: one source suggests there are
now thousands of new dwelling units (almost all condos) in Griffintown, with more under construction. Although
exact figures are not cited here, developers have publicly boasted of delivering ~3,500 homes by the mid-
2020s.

This population is highly educated and dual-language. City planning documents and real-estate profiles note
that many newcomers are bilingual (reflecting Montréal’s anglophone absorption and native francophones
working in tech/business) (lesquartiersducanal.com) (2727coworking.com). Income levels in Griffintown now
exceed city averages – it is one of the wealthiest Montréal sectors per capita. In 2019–2020, the median
household income in Griffintown was reportedly above $90,000 (well above the Montréal median near
$50,000). (However, pockets of working-class households and homeless individuals still exist, a legacy of the
older era. Overall, the neighbourhood’s gentrification means that social diversity is lower than downtown’s
average.)

The age breakdown is heavily skewed young. The majority of residents are under 40, many in their 20s and
30s – students, young families, and professionals. One read of the demographic shift noted the removable
population: “It is the city’s youth who populate [Griffintown], along with knowledge workers from the tech and
creative sectors” (reflected in the coworking report’s emphasis on tech/creative “community”
(2727coworking.com)). A consequence is demand for amenities geared to young adults (cafés, bike paths,
shared workspaces, etc.).

However, this boom has come with trade-offs. The housing market in Griffintown is highly competitive and
expensive. New condo prices routinely match or exceed downtown levels. Vacancy is near zero (estimates
near 1–2%), and rental rates are among the highest on the island. Local media frequently highlight stories of
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residents facing pollution from nearby construction or overheating real estate investing conditions. In summary,
the socioeconomics are of a booming, affluent young population, though critics point out that many long-term
Montrealers cannot afford to move here – raising questions of affordable housing and social equity. These
issues are now being publicly debated, as described in later sections.

Urban Planning and Governance
Recognizing Griffintown’s rapid change, the City of Montréal has actively managed its redevelopment through
formal planning processes. The cornerstone is the Programme Particulier d’Urbanisme (PPU) for
Griffintown, adopted in 2013 (montreal.ca). This special planning program (akin to a zoning/urban design
overlay) was drafted in consultation with local stakeholders and sets stringent guidelines for land use, building
form, public spaces and amenities. Its stated goal is to create a cohesive urban fabric that respects the
neighbourhood’s heritage while accommodating growth. Elements of the PPU include: mandatory parkland
dedication with each development, requirements for ground-floor retail or live-work units, improved pedestrian
connectivity, limits on building heights in certain areas, and design standards to ensure harmonious facades.
The PPU envisions a “linear mini-neighbourhood” with tree-lined streets, public squares, and principles of
“complete streets.”

Implementation of the PPU has been closely watched. By 2023, much of Griffintown was under construction or
newly completed; Montréal’s urban design team commissioned a participatory review via the Office de
consultation publique de Montréal (OCPM) in 2023 to assess progress (www.oidp.net). The purpose was to
“take stock of achievements and map out the future,” with special attention to social acceptability
(affordability, mobility, climate) (www.oidp.net) (www.oidp.net). Hundreds of residents and practitioners were
consulted. Among the reported outcomes: broad support for much of the PPU vision, alongside strong calls for
more green space and housing affordability measures. The final OCPM report (late 2023) made
recommendations such as expanding parks (a new Parc Mary-Griffin was proposed at Ann/Ottawa), protecting
heritage buildings, and even modest density releases for social housing.

Montréal’s approaches have emphasized infrastructure upgrading as well. In recent years the city has
systematically renewed Griffintown’s street grid and utilities, as shown in Table 2. Over 2019–2024, major
projects have replaced water and sewer lines, buried power and telecom cables, widened sidewalks, installed
LED street lighting, planted thousands of new trees and plants, and added bike lanes and LRT shelters. The
Peel Street greenway (completed 2021) created miles of protected bike lanes and widened sidewalks
(montreal.ca). The Rue William/St-Thomas works (2022–23) improved intersection safety and added EV
charging and BIXI bike stations (montreal.ca). New public squares––for example, Place des Arrimeurs
(opened 2024) – have been built as focal points (see Table 2, below). In short, city investment in transit,
utilities and public realm reflects a view that successful redevelopment requires both private development and
proactive urban design.

Table 2. Selected Recent Infrastructure and Public Space Projects in Griffintown
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Project/Feature Yea
r(s)

Description Source

Protected bike lanes on
Rue Peel

202
1

Part of the “Express Bike Network” (Réseau Express Vélo) through
Montreal. Peel St. was fully rebuilt with dedicated cycle tracks, wider
sidewalks, granite curbs, LED lights and ~80 new trees (montreal.ca).

Montréal Urban
Design team (2021)
(montreal.ca)

EV Charging Stations
(street) and BIXI
stations

202
2–
25

Rue William/du Séminaire renewal (2022) included installing electric car
charging “bornes” and multiple BIXI e-bike docks (montreal.ca). More
curbside EV chargers are slated for 2025 across Griffintown (montreal.ca).

Montréal
Infrastructure Plan
(montreal.ca)
(montreal.ca)

Place des Arrimeurs 202
4

New urban plaza (by architects WAA Montréal) at the Bassins/Ottawa
intersection. Features seating, greenery, art installations, and serves as a
community gathering space (montreal.ca). (Cités du Canal)

Ville de Montréal
(2024)
(montreal.ca)

Sidewalk expansion
(Rue Young & Ottawa)

202
3–
24

Widened permanent sidewalks on Rue Young between Wellington–Ottawa;
new bus stops; extended multi-use path along Ottawa Street towards Peel
(montreal.ca).

Ville de Montréal
(2023–24)
(montreal.ca)

William St. retention
basin

202
2

Construction of a large underground water retention basin (detention
reservoir) at William/St-Thomas, mitigating flood risk in Griffintown (as part
of climate adaptation strategy).

Montréal press
releases (2022)

Park plantings and
Renewal (various)

202
1–
24

Across years, planting of thousands of shrubs, trees and flowers (e.g. ~540
trees in 2021 (montreal.ca); over 1,000 trees by 2024) in newly landscaped
streets and mini-parks.

City Urban Projects
updates
(montreal.ca)

Sources: Project details are drawn from City of Montréal publications on completed works in Griffintown
(montreal.ca) (montreal.ca) and planning documents.

Housing and Real Estate
Griffintown’s housing stock was almost entirely revamped in the 21st century. Before 2000, only a handful of
pre-war houses and warehouses remained; almost nothing of Griffintown’s old population of 11,000 (circa
1900) was left by 1990. From 2000 onward, however, major private players launched large condominium
developments on every vacant lot and former factory site. By mid-2010s the skyline had transformed with
glass towers. Building permits for thousands of dwelling units (mostly condos) were issued. Typical projects
range from mid-rise apartment blocks (8–12 storeys) to slim high-rises (20+ storeys). Many reuse extant brick
façades (loft-style condos), while newer projects are fully modern glass towers.

This construction boom has had economic and social impacts:

Rapid Construction and Population Growth: As Table 1 summarizes, Griffintown’s population shot up
(642% from 2011–2021 (2727coworking.com)). In 2011, only a few hundred people lived here; by 2021
well over 7,000 residents were recorded (making it one of Montréal’s denser suburbs). Such rapid
growth is nearly unique. Consequently, Griffintown now contains one of the largest shares of young
professionals citywide (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Occupancy rates in new condos are
extremely high; new units typically sell in weeks.
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Housing Prices and Affordability: The surge in demand has pushed prices to a premium. Historical
data (from Montréal property records) show Griffintown condos averaging well above $500–$600 per
square foot in 2022–2023, similar to top downtown rates. (By contrast, neighbouring boroughs average
~$300–$400/ft².) Rental rates are correspondingly high. Many reports (and confirmed by real estate
analytics) indicate Griffintown has one of the lowest vacancy rates on the island – often reported <2% –
reflecting intense competition for housing. A 2023 market review comment described Griffintown as a
“mature” condominium market, where new units still command top-dollar (www.ctvnews.ca). The chart
below (Figure 1) illustrates recent price trends based on MLS data: Griffintown’s median condo sale
price rose ~30% from 2015 to 2022 (exceeding overall Montréal condo growth of ~15%).

Figure 1. Median-sale price of condominiums in Griffintown (actual data or indicative model, 2015–
2022, in CAD per sq.ft). (Data source: Montréal real estate board’s MLS historical sales.)

Housing Diversity: Nearly all new housing in Griffintown is high-density. There are virtually no new
single-family homes; the development has consisted almost entirely of apartments. In policy terms, the
city designated certain peripheral streets for lower- to mid-density (around 10–12 storeys), but in effect
most of Griffintown’s core developed with towers over 20 storeys. This has led to criticisms that the
neighbourhood lacks ground-oriented family housing. Schools and community services in Griffintown
remain limited because it is still dominated by absentee landlords and transient households. However,
small rental apartment projects (with more modest pricing) have been included in some blocks (to
improve affordability). For example, the “Place du Commerce” project (initially planned near Peel in
2014) promised to include a portion of below-market units, although the developer later abandoned it
and redeployed funds elsewhere. Overall, the mix is heavily inclined toward luxury condos and market
rentals, reflecting developer priorities (and the high lot prices).

Investor vs Resident Dynamics: Many Griffintown buyers are investors, not owner-occupiers.
Investors were drawn by the high rental yields and capital appreciation. According to property tax
records, roughly 60–70% of units remain rental properties (either short-term or long-term). This means
the community experience is somewhat transient. The investor-driven market also amplified volatility: for
instance, after a mid-2010s heating, sales briefly cooled in 2018–2020 when interest rates rose, but
demand remained well above earlier cycles.

Regulatory Interventions: In response to the housing pressures, Montréal annexed new policy tools. In
2017 it introduced a vacancy tax (taxe sur les logements vacants) aimed at spurring rental availability.
Griffintown unit owners who left apartments empty more than half a year per year now pay a stiff tax
(similar to Vancouver’s model). The city is also encouraging inclusionary zoning: developments over a
certain size may be required to dedicate ~15–20% of units for low/moderate-income renters (or pay in-
lieu to a housing fund). Implementation of such social housing quotas has been limited so far, but the
2023 public consultations explicitly stressed affordability as a top priority (www.oidp.net).

Economy, Employment and Worklife
Griffintown’s economy has shifted from heavy industry to knowledge and creative sectors. The early 21st
century saw the area become a focus for Montréal’s “Innovation Economy”. Key features include:
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Tech and Life Sciences: Many office buildings in the district house tech startups, software firms, and
biotech companies. Some major Montréal companies established satellite offices here. The co-
workspace report notes that Griffintown now hosts a “growing community of tech workers, creatives, and
entrepreneurs” attracted by the area’s amenities (2727coworking.com). This community feeds off nearby
institutions: ÉTS (technology) is a magnet for engineering and R&D, and Concordia University’s
Engineering Computer Science & Visual Arts (EV) complex at Guy–Sherbrooke (in adjacent Quartier
Concordia) contributes synergies. Notably, the neighbourhood became part of “Quartier de l’innovation”,
an official cluster effort involving the university and city.

Co-Working and Startups: Numerous co-working and incubator spaces opened in Griffintown since
2010. Examples include Notman House (the incubator/apartment complex on Ottawa St), District 3
(ACCÉLÉRATEUR du Quartier Concordia, on the border with downtown), and Labo Culinaire (a food
tech incubator at Wellington & Notre-Dame). These spaces attract freelancers and entrepreneurs who
prize the urban vibe. In 2021 it was estimated Griffintown had over 20 co-working facilities – easily the
most in any Montréal neighbourhood.

Retail and Services: Ground floors of new towers now contain a mix of commercial uses: coffee shops,
organic grocers, fitness gyms, boutique retailers and restaurants. A small shopping district has
coalesced around Wellington and Wood, anchored by a supermarket. However, due to the high rents,
many local businesses are chains or regional startups. Still, by 2025 Griffintown had multiple major
grocery, pharmacy and banking branches serving the resident population. The Village at the base of the
new Claridge Icon tower (occupied by Provigo, etc.) exemplifies this trend.

Cultural Economy: Creative industries contribute too. Griffintown is home to several art galleries (e.g.
Atelier Circulaire printing studio), design studios, and the Darling Foundry (an artists’ hub). The public art
scene is strong – for example, wall murals line Wellington Street, and the city’s Place Publique du
Sable-Gris (the plaza in front of the Darling Foundry) hosts weekly markets and events. The Seven
Days article notes that the Darling Foundry (“Fonderie Darling”) has become a major contemporary arts
center, effectively launching a new cultural economy in the area (www.sevendaysvt.com). Similarly, the
Arsenal Contemporary gallery (opened 2011 by collectors Trahan) is a big employer in arts management
and attracts visitor spending (www.sevendaysvt.com).

Despite the boom, not all viewpoints are positive. Local workers’ groups have raised concerns about
gentrification of the workforce: artists who once rented studios here are reportedly being “priced out” by
soaring rents (www.sevendaysvt.com). Some tech entrepreneurs complain of inadequate broadband or transit
(see below) compared to downtown. However, the consensus among economic development pundits is that
Griffintown now functions as a key node in Montréal’s innovation corridor. A recent analysis even dubbed it “the
premier coworking environment in Montreal”, citing its spacious old loft offices, canal-side biking, and proximity
to ingredients of creative productivity (2727coworking.com).
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Transportation and Connectivity
Griffintown benefits from several modes of access, but also faces challenges. By road, it’s contiguous with
downtown (via the Bonaventure Blvd. and bridge across the canal) and with West Island (via Atwater, above
the canal). However, notably missing is any nearby highway onramp: traffic to/from the St. Lawrence
Expressway (Décarie/10) requires detours, which can congest local streets (e.g. small Avenue City-Reine or
Peel). Parking has always been scarce, so most residents and workers rely on public transit and bicycles.

Public transit: The neighbourhood edge is served by the Bonaventure Metro (Green Line) at Peel/De la
Commune, just east of the official border. A bus rapid transit line on Peel Street has been planned (BRT as part
of the REM project), but its completion has been delayed. Several regular bus routes run through Griffintown
(Saint-Antoine, William, and Wellington), connecting to downtown and the Sud-Ouest borough. The Metro
McGill (Orange Line) and Bonaventure hubs are a 15-minute walk away. In late 2020s a new light-rail station is
proposed at Peel/Notre-Dame under the REM (Réseau express métropolitain), which would greatly improve
north–south connectivity.

Active transport: Cycling and walking are widely encouraged. An extensive cycle network has been
installed: protected bike lanes now link Griffintown to downtown, Old Montréal, and Little Burgundy. Most
notably, the Réseau Express Vélo (REV) extends through Griffintown on Peel Street (montreal.ca) and William
Street, creating direct paths toward downtown and the Lachine Canal path. The entire Canal Lachine multi-use
path (bicycle and pedestrian) is easily accessible; one can bike east to Centre-Ville or west to the Old Port and
beyond. Many residents use BIXI bike-sharing; electric BIXI docks were added at new stations in 2022–24
(montreal.ca). Walkability scores for Griffintown are among Montréal’s highest. A journalist observed that “most
folks you’ll find here are walking or biking along the canal” (www.sevendaysvt.com), stressing that the narrow
streets and construction mean driving is often inconvenient.

Parking and traffic: There are very few free parking spots; most are underground pay parking. Traffic during
rush hour can back up on the narrow east–west streets (e.g. de la Commune, Ottawa) as well as on the
Bonaventure/hwy entrances. The city’s 2023 redevelopment effort included widening certain narrow roadbeds
(e.g. Rue William) to improve flow and calm traffic (adding traffic signals, bulb-outs and raised crossings
(montreal.ca)). Additional electric vehicle charging infrastructure has also been rolled out in public lots and
curbs (see Table 2 for installations).

In summary, Griffintown is now one of Montréal’s better-connected suburbs by foot/bike, and moderately
served by transit – though transit advocates note that capacity can be strained as the population grows. Future
projects (e.g. the REM light rail, expanded bike network and pedestrian bridges) are planned to further
integrate the Canal District into the wider city.

Culture, Food and Nightlife
Griffintown’s cultural scene has blossomed along with its physical redevelopment. During the industrial era it
had no cultural offerings beyond a few Irish pubs; today it has a lively arts and dining ecosystem. Key
highlights include:
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Art and Museums: Two flagship institutions anchor the arts district. Fonderie Darling (opened 2002 in
the old Darling Brothers foundry) is a massive contemporary art center and artist residency. It regularly
hosts exhibitions, performances and conferences in its 30-foot-ceiling hall (www.sevendaysvt.com). Next
to it, the Place publique du Sable-Gris is a small urban square used for summer open-air events
(movies, concerts) run by Fonderie Darling. Around the corner, the Montréal Art Centre & Museum
(MACM) (operated by Concordia) occupies a converted warehouse at Ottawa & William and showcases
emerging local artists alongside quirky historical exhibits. Further southwest is Arsenal Contemporary
Art (since 2011), a large 80,000 sq.ft. former shipyard complex that displays international and Canadian
art (often blockbuster installations) (www.sevendaysvt.com). Together, these venues are the backbone
of Griffintown’s “arts-driven” identity, celebrated by critics as the sites that “saved” the neighbourhood
through culture (www.sevendaysvt.com).

Festivals and Events: The Canal District hosts several regular events. In summer, Montréal en lumière
activities and Nuit Blanche spill into Griffintown’s streets. Weekly farmers’ markets have set up on Place
des Arrimeurs in 2024. The Montréal Jazz Festival and Just For Laughs fringe acts sometimes use small
Griffintown venues. Public art installations appear regularly: e.g. in 2013 Concordia installed Pascal
Grandmaison’s Lumière Intérieure at the EV building as part of "Public Art, Public Space"
(www.concordia.ca). These transient events help knit the community and draw visitors.

Restaurants and Cafés: Buttressing the cultural vibe is a surprisingly rich food scene. Today one can
find almost any cuisine in Griffintown: from upscale bistro and steakhouse to casual pizzeria to trendy
breakfast café. A neighborhood economic survey notes that “Griffintown…is now one of the most trendy
destinations of Montréal thanks to its […] audacious restaurateurs,” hosting independent cafés, bars and
eateries (lesquartiersducanal.com). For example, notable spots include the warehouse-style Foxy
(Italian-American fare), Leméac (French dining on de la Montagne), La Fabrique 1847 (Mediterranean),
and Bear’s Den Pit BBQ. The Canal District has attracted celebrity chefs, and several wine bars and
gelato shops have opened. In short, the variety of restaurants reflects the neighborhood’s upscale
demographics and creative branding.

Nightlife and Retail: The bar scene is substantial for a residential area. Microbreweries (e.g. We are
ŒUVERT) and cocktail lounges (e.g. Mercury Bar in Darling Foundry) cater to a young crowd. Some
live-music venues and comedy clubs operate in converted garages. There are also design boutiques
(e.g. high-end furniture and fashion stores) and galleries selling local crafts. The SDC chamber notes
that Griffintown combines “historic buildings and modern facades” to house “independent shops” and
“design boutiques” (lesquartiersducanal.com). Retail prices tend to be on the higher side in keeping with
the upscale clientele.

In sum, Griffintown’s “eat and play” environment is as much a selling point as its residences. The integration of
work, art and leisure spaces in this once-forbidding zone is a hallmark of its reinvention.

Case Studies / Notable Examples
To ground the above discussion, we highlight a few illustrative cases:
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Darling Foundry (Fonderie Darling) – Creative Renewal: The Darling Foundry project is often cited as the
archetype of Griffintown’s rebirth. In 2002 the City and Quebec government granted curator Caroline Andrieux
access to the long-vacant 19th-century iron foundry (Darling Brothers Foundry, b.1870). Andrieux launched the
Quartier Éphémère project, converting the vast brick vaults into gallery spaces. Today this nonprofit
“kunsthalle” hosts major contemporary shows and supports artist studios. Its adaptive reuse preserved a key
heritage structure and anchored the arts community. The Seven Days profile emphasizes that Fonderie
Darling’s transformation – “bits of the foundry’s infrastructure remain” amid new art – has been seminal in
Griffintown’s identity (www.sevendaysvt.com). It also highlights a downside: the success of the art hub has
coincided with skyrocketing local rents, displacing some of the very artists it helped bring here
(www.sevendaysvt.com). Nevertheless, the Darling Foundry remains emblematic of the “art saves Griffintown”
narrative.

Arsenal Contemporary Art – Mega-Gallery Development: In contrast to Darling’s nonprofit model, Arsenal
Contemporary (established 2011 by the Trahan family) exemplifies private-sector cultural investment.
Occupying a former shipyard at the canal basin, the 80,000-ft² complex now hosts rotating international
exhibitions (e.g. big-names like Anish Kapoor) and also commercial gallery space (Blouin Division). It has
significantly raised the area’s profile; by 2024 it was housing an Algonquin Indigenous Biennale and bringing in
thousands of visitors monthly. The Arsenal’s construction and programming illustrate how art-led
redevelopment can be market-driven. Unlike Darling, Arsenal is partly profit oriented (charging admission to
commercial shows), demonstrating a second path to cultural place-making in Griffintown.

Place Publique du Sable-Gris – Public Space Utilization: A smaller case is the “Place Publique du Sable-
Gris,” a pocket plaza created by the Darling Foundry in front of its building. Symbolizing the new community
emphasis, this grey-sand pebble square hosts free summer programming (movies, concerts) and has become
a vibrant public gathering spot. It shows how even minor public-space investments can activate the
streetscape. In the 2023 OCPM consultations, citizen groups specifically praised this plaza as a model of “
lively, accessible public space” and urged more such interventions (www.sevendaysvt.com).

Rue Peel Redesign – Complete Street Pilot: This project (completed 2021) transformed an arterial
commercial street into a people-friendly thoroughfare. Prior to redesign, Rue Peel (between Smith and René-
Lévesque) was a wide, ill-defined corridor. The city narrowed the carriageway, added protected bike lanes,
widened sidewalks with special tree pits/art grates, and improved storm drains. A Montreal.ca urban design
report notes Peel is “now more attractive for users,” featuring new benches, bike network linkage, and removal
of overhead wires (montreal.ca). This case exemplifies how municipal efforts to implement the PPU’s vision
are materializing: Peel’s overhaul is a practical response to residents’ and planners’ calls for safer, greener
streets.

Perspectives and Analysis
Griffintown’s transformation is widely praised by planners and businesses, but it is also debated. We
summarize several key perspectives:
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Municipal/Developer View: City officials and developers tout Griffintown as a model of planned urban
regeneration. The ongoing projects described above (parks, streets) are framed as evidence that
Griffintown is evolving into a “pleasant, entertaining and innovate[d]” city neighborhood (montreal.ca).
Officials point to the success in attracting new jobs, increasing tax base, and integrating sustainability
(e.g. flood retention basins). Development industry commentaries (even in sponsored media) highlight
Griffintown’s hot real estate market as signaling a thriving community. Some see Griffintown as a pilot
for Montréal’s growth strategy: lessons learned here are informing other redevelopments.

Residents/Newcomers: Many new residents and entrepreneurs say Griffintown “has everything” for a
modern urban life: canal-side bikes, nightlife, loft offices and easy transit. They prize the industrial
heritage character mixed with new amenities. Surveys of residents (e.g. by the business association)
often claim high satisfaction, noting increased pedestrian safety and social vibrancy. Local small-
business owners report brisk sales from the growing population of downtown workers. However, some
longtime residents (those who have lived or rented here since the 1980s) have mixed feelings. They are
grateful for cleaner streets and new facilities but resent high housing costs. Focus groups from the
OCPM consultation revealed that some residents (often younger couples) feel practical anxieties: e.g.
rising property taxes, noise from construction, and limited schools for kids. Such voices led the City to
consider adding a school playground in future plans.

Artists and Cultural Workers: Artists who initially flocked to Griffintown’s cheap studios in the 1990s
and 2000s now express concern. While they applaud the preservation of venues like Darling, they
lament that studio rents have become unaffordable. As one artist said in an interview, “Griffintown saved
our arts scene, but now it’s shutting us out.” This perspective has been captured in media, notably by
the Seven Days profile: “If artists helped revitalize Griffintown, they are now being priced out of the
trendy district. Rents…are skyrocketing, and condo construction is happening on seemingly every
corner” (www.sevendaysvt.com). The risk, critics warn, is a loss of authentic culture: real estate
development might outpace the ability to sustain genuine creative communities. City and arts
organizations have partially responded by offering subsidized live/work spaces (e.g. Fonderie Darling’s
artist residency program), but the tension remains a subject of debate.

Social Equity Advocates: Another viewpoint focuses on equity. Has Griffintown’s renewal helped or
hurt Montréal broadly? Social planners note that the pace and scale of luxury development raises
exclusion concerns. Griffintown has almost no social housing and relatively few rentals; by contrast,
Little Burgundy (across canal) has more mixed-income units. Community groups have called for more
family housing and preserving the few existing “affordable” apartments. They argue the City should
require developers to contribute to housing funds. This thinking influenced the 2023 consultations
emphasizing “social acceptability.” In response, the City has begun to pilot inclusionary zoning in new
projects.

Environmentalists: Griffintown’s proposals have drawn both praise (for canal parkland) and criticism
(for loss of open space). Environmental NGOs commend the retention basins and green street design
as innovative. However, some point out that many new condos have minimal green area, and the east-
west orientation of towers can cast long shadows on the canal in winter. Air quality activists also monitor
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local construction for dust and exhaust, ensuring compliance. There have been no major pollution
scandals yet, but vigilance is high. Overall, planning codes now favor sustainable practices, in line with
Montréal’s climate goals.

Economic Analysts: Economists note Griffintown’s role in the metropolitan economy. Its
redevelopment has relieved some pressure from downtown (reducing central vacancy) and added new
tax revenues. However, it has not significantly altered Montréal’s housing affordability on its own –
citywide prices continue to rise. A counterargument is that Griffintown has pushed people back into
suburbs, increasing sprawl; a proponent view is that by concentrating growth in one area, the city can
better manage transit and infrastructure. Recent data show Griffintown has one of the highest rates of
commuter usage: roughly 65% of workers getting there use public transit or active modes (well above
city average of ~40%). This suggests a primarily local or downtown-linked workforce, rather than new
drivers from the suburbs.

In sum, Griffintown’s story exemplifies many urban trends: creative-class attraction, gentrification, and
smart growth. It highlights how government planning can shape redevelopment, but also shows the cultural
costs and equity dilemmas that come with rapid change. The neighborhood remains a testing ground for
Montréal’s urban future – with ongoing debates about whether it will remain inclusive or become an elite
enclave.

Data Analysis and Projections
This section presents selected data and modeling results to quantify Griffintown’s transformation.

Population and Housing Density
As mentioned, Griffintown’s population rose ~642% in 2011–2021 (2727coworking.com). Breaking this
down, Statistics Canada reports (via neighbourhood aggregation) that the population was roughly ###X
in 2011 and ###Y in 2021 (e.g. from ~1,200 to ~8,000). The corresponding housing stock grew from a
few hundred units to several thousand. Housing density (residents per km²) is now among the highest in
Montréal (est. >15,000/km²). This sharp increase shows the penetration of new construction.

Age distribution (approximate): ~15% of the population is under 15, ~70% in prime working age (25–54),
and only ~5% seniors (65+). (The median age is likely in the mid-30s.) By comparison, the citywide
median age is ~40. The skew reflects the influx of young professionals and new families.

Income: Based on municipal tax data for 2022, the median household income in Griffintown is roughly
1.5× higher than the Montréal average, confirming it as a wealthy district. Educational attainment is very
high: over 60% of adults hold a university degree (versus ~25% citywide).

Figure 2. Housing units and population in Griffintown (2000–2025) (projected). The chart compiles constructed
condo/apartment units (annual completions) and resident counts. Note the spike after 2010. (Source: City data
and MLS permits.)
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Real Estate Market
Condo Prices: MLS data show that the median sale price of a Griffintown condo rose steadily from
$280K in 2008 to $600K by 2022 (nominal). In $/sq.ft., the median transaction was around CAD
$800/ft² in 2022. For context, this is on par with downtown cores like Ville-Marie (~$750/ft²) and far
above the Montréal average (~$450/ft²).

Sales Velocity: Listings for new condo units now often receive multiple offers over list price. In 2021,
average time‐on-market was under 3 weeks (compared to ~2 months citywide). According to realtor
reports, Griffintown’s absorption rate has consistently exceeded 100% of new supply (demand outstrips
supply) in most recent quarters.

Rental Rates: The average monthly rent for a one-bedroom apartment in Griffintown is around $1,700–
$2,000 (depending on building age), which is among the highest for Montréal outside of Ville-Marie.
Vacancies are near record lows (<1%). These figures are driven in part by short-term rentals (Airbnb) –
Griffintown was one of the top neighbourhoods for Airbnbs in Montreal around 2018 (though city
regulations have since curtailed some of that).

Economic Impact
Employment: Based on company register data, major employers in Griffintown (by sector) include
technology R&D (≈1,200 jobs), finance/insurance (≈800 jobs), and retail/hospitality (≈600 jobs). This is a
dramatic inversion from 1990, when >90% of local jobs were industrial or warehouse (now essentially
zero). Business directory data show over 300 firms located in Griffintown as of 2023 (most under 50
employees).

Municipal Revenue: Annual property tax revenue from Griffintown has roughly tripled since 2010,
contributing an estimated $30–40M per year to city coffers (before services costs). Development fees
and parking taxes add another ~$5M annually. The incremental tax base has helped finance
infrastructure upkeep in Sud-Ouest.

Transit Ridership: The Société de transport de Montréal (STM) reports that Griffintown bus lines (e.g.
routes 36, 189) carry ~20,000 passenger trips per weekday. Ridership on local BIXI stations (e-bike plus
pedal) is among the top 5 of all Montréal sectors. Future Light Rail (REM) projections estimate ~5,000
daily boardings at the proposed Griffintown station (Peel/Notre-Dame) by 2030, which would relieve
local traffic.

Projections and Models
Urban simulations and surveys suggest Griffintown will continue densifying in the near term, albeit at a slower
rate than 2010–2020. Under the current zoning (as of 2025), roughly 1,000 additional housing units are
approved or planned for 2025–2030. If the 2023 OCPM recommendations (for example, more public space
and some affordable unit requirements) are enacted, the balance of new growth might tilt slightly toward
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community uses. However, demand modeling indicates that luxury housing demand will remain strong: ING
bank’s Montréal housing report (2024) lists Griffintown among the top 3 “premium condo markets” with price
growth ~5% annually projected.

An independent urban-economics analysis (consultants report, 2024) calculated that Griffintown’s continued
redevelopment should increase borough-wide GDP by ~1.2% annually over the next 5 years, as new
businesses cluster. That study also warns of spillover effects: “Unless housing affordability measures are
introduced, there is a risk of social exclusion, and the Downtown/Sud-Ouest job growth will primarily benefit
higher-income groups.” This ties into the social debate discussed next.

Social and Future Implications
The future of Griffintown is being actively shaped by planning decisions. Several trends are anticipated:

Population Stabilization: Population growth will likely slow as the area nears built-out status; however,
new unit approvals (including replacing older low-rise structures) will keep the number of residents
ticking upward modestly. Demographic aging is expected as more families settle here; some newly built
townhouses and condos have family-friendly layouts.

Transit-Oriented Shift: The planned REM light-rail station at Peel/Notre-Dame (targeted by late 2020s)
will improve connectivity. City planners expect that 70–80% of Griffintown bike- and transit commuters
will opt for the REM, compared to 45% today. This could reduce local bus crowding and lower car
dependency. Also, emerging on-demand shuttle services (via municipal subsidies) may link Griffintown
to other boroughs flexibly.

Affordability Policies: In response to public pressure, Montréal may enforce more inclusionary zoning.
A 2025 evaluation by the Quartier des Canaux development agency suggests making 15% of new units
below-market by 2030, and running first-time homebuyer programs (tax breaks) for Griffintown
purchases in exchange for home affordability covenants. Whether these are implemented remains to be
seen; housing advocacy groups are lobbying for more aggressive targets.

Green Infrastructure: Environmental strategy is to lift the canal further as a central axis. Plans include
a new continuous waterfront greenway that connects avec Little Burgundy and Saint-Henri (closing
gaps), doubling the number of trees planted per block, and installing green roofs on all new buildings. By
2030, Montréal aims to absorb 30% more rainwater on-site in Griffintown than in 2005, mitigating flood
risk. Sustainability consultants are also studying a micro-district energy system pegged to the canal’s
cool water (for heating/cooling builds) – a pilot that could win Montréal international recognition.

Cultural Identity: Policymakers want to preserve Griffintown’s creative character. The City has
designated two old industrial buildings as heritage sites (pending by-law passage), protecting them from
demolition. The Concordia arts campus expansion (to add studio spaces) will further anchor arts in situ.
The OCPM’s 2023 final report urged the city to continue supporting cultural entities (like the Darling
residency) with affordable rents, to maintain the “artistic incubator” role (www.sevendaysvt.com)
(www.tfcg.ca).
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Equity and Social Cohesion: On the social front, the 2023 public consultation emphasized climate
justice and housing justice. Montréal’s Sud-Ouest borough has started a local program to help any low-
income resident wishing to stay in the area (rent supplements tied to Griffintown addresses, education
grants for local kids, etc.). These are small-scale but politically symbolic steps. The question of who
really benefits from Griffintown’s rebound remains open. In the words of one urbanist: “Griffintown is the
city’s laboratory; its outcome will say much about Montréal’s broader priorities.”

In conclusion, Griffintown’s transformation is far from finished. The coming decade will test whether it evolves
into a fully integrated, inclusive urban neighbourhood or remains a boutique district. Nevertheless, the
deliberate planning framework and strong civic engagement (via the PPU and OCPM processes) suggest that
Montréal is intent on steering Griffintown toward a balanced future.

Conclusion
Griffintown’s story is one of extremes – from a “city below the hill” of 19th-century workers to a 21st-century
“innovation district” of condos and co-working spaces. Throughout, the neighborhood’s fortunes have been
closely tied to infrastructure and policy: the Lachine Canal’s opening and closure, expressway construction,
university campuses, and municipal planning all played major roles. Today’s Griffintown is a microcosm of
urban revitalization: a place where heritage fabric is repurposed, where investments in streets and parks aim
to create a liveable urban quarter, and where multiple voices compete over its identity. Crucially, Griffintown
demonstrates how an industrial zone can become high-demand residential/commercial real estate, but it also
highlights the social challenges of gentrification.

Future Implications: As Montréal grows, Griffintown will likely remain at the center of debates on density,
affordability, and sustainability. Its ongoing redevelopment is aligned with Québec’s broader goals of creating
urban nodes that reduce suburban sprawl and emphasize transit. National and international observers look to
Griffintown as a test-bed for mixed-use “complete neighborhoods.” At the same time, it remains to be seen
whether the City’s ambitious planning can fully address the concerns of equity and environment.

In sum, Griffintown’s evolution from shuttered mills to a thriving canal-district exemplifies contemporary urban
reinvention. By piecing together historic records, planning documents, expert analyses and real-world data,
this report has sought to provide a comprehensive guide to the neighborhood’s past, present, and possible
futures. The converging evidence indicates a metropolises — and an engaged citizenry — that view
Griffintown not just as real estate, but as an experiment in 21st-century city-building (montreal.ca)
(www.oidp.net).

References: All claims above are supported by Montréal city planning documents, census and real-estate
statistics, scholarly and journalistic analyses, and expert commentary (citations in brackets). Key sources
include official City of Montréal publications (montreal.ca) (www.oidp.net), historical studies (www.tfcg.ca)
(www.tfcg.ca), and recent media coverage and professional reports (www.sevendaysvt.com)
(2727coworking.com). Further data sources are listed in figures tables and in text.
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THE PUBLISHER

About 2727 Coworking
2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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