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Executive Summary
Griffintown – once an industrial district southwest of downtown Montreal – has rapidly transformed into a
vibrant, residential and culinary hub in the 2020s. By Summer 2026, the neighborhood and its environs along
the Lachine Canal feature an unprecedented surge of new restaurants and expanded terrasse (outdoor patio)
dining options. This report examines the current state and development trajectory of Griffintown’s food
scene, with particular focus on newly opened eateries, outdoor dining (“terrasses”), and notable places to eat
near the Lachine Canal. Drawing on official plans, industry analyses, and empirical data, we show that
Montreal’s urban strategy and Griffintown’s demographic growth are driving a balanced spread of restaurant
concepts in this area (www.montrealtimes.ca) (2727coworking.com). Tourism and local demand, reinforced by
festivals and transit expansions, are further stimulating the market for dining in Griffintown and adjacent
“Quartiers du Canal”. The report provides detailed profiles of new establishments (with case studies of chefs
and cuisine), tables of selected venues, and evidence-based discussion of trends. we conclude by considering
the future implications for urban planning, neighborhood identity, and the city’s culinary economy as
Griffintown’s café and terrace culture matures (montreal.ca) (www.montrealtimes.ca).

Introduction and Background
Griffintown historically was a 19th- and early-20th-century working-class neighborhood on the shores of the
Lachine Canal. Originally settled by Irish immigrants (notably Mary Griffin who subdivided land in 1804) and
later industrialized with factories, breweries, and rail yards, Griffintown waned mid-century after highway
construction and deindustrialization (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). In the 2000s, Montreal’s
urban redevelopment returned to the southern quadrant of downtown. A 2013 Special Planning Program,
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championed by City Hall, set out an ambitious blueprint to transform Griffintown into “an innovative, livable and
sustainable province” of the city (montreal.ca) (2727coworking.com). Over the past two decades, wide tracts of
former factories were rezoned for residential and mixed-use projects. By the 2010s, Griffintown became one of
Montréal’s fastest-growing neighborhoods (2727coworking.com).

Today, Griffintown is characterized by new condo towers, refurbished heritage warehouses, parks and bike
paths along the *Lachine Canal – a national historic site – and a burgeoning restaurant district. Several major
infrastructure projects (notably the forthcoming REM light-train extension) will further integrate Griffintown with
downtown. The population is now largely young professionals and families attracted by the “village feel” of a
canal-side locale with a quick 15-minute metro ride to the core (2727coworking.com). Tourist and resident
interest has eroded previous industrial isolation: “Griffintown’s canal frontage and pedestrian amenities” are
valued, and major events like the Montréal Jazz Festival often spill into Griffintown (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com).

The Lachine Canal itself is a magnet. Declared a National Historic Site of Canada, its waterways and linear
parks draw walkers, cyclists and kayakers: “visitors continue to come in large numbers” to enjoy the canal’s
historical and recreational offerings (parks.canada.ca). Parks Canada acknowledges that the canal now “joins
the ranks as a leading player in the tourism and cultural sphere of the greater Montreal area”
(parks.canada.ca). In summer, amenities like the weekly Marché des Éclusiers (an open-air market and
music venue on the water’s edge) highlight the canal as a summerscape (2727coworking.com).

In short, Griffintown and the Lachine Canal area (sometimes called Les Quartiers du Canal) have become a
festival and dining hub. As one urban analysis notes, “Griffintown’s culinary scene has blossomed, making it a
draw in its own right” – even as global guides invite tourists to Montréal’s “incredible” density of quality
restaurants in this compact neighborhood (2727coworking.com). This report proceeds to analyze this
phenomenon in detail: new restaurant openings, the rise of outdoor terraces, data on dining trends, and
implications for the area’s future.

Urban Context: Development and Planning
Montreal’s municipal and tourism authorities have intentionally fostered a citywide spread of restaurant and
nightlife options beyond the traditional downtown core. Early 2026 data from official sources confirms
“sustained momentum” in new dining venues, with a strategic emphasis on multiple neighborhoods
(www.montrealtimes.ca). In particular, analysts highlight that Griffintown – along with the Plateau, Mile End,
and Old Montreal – is seeing a “balanced spread of concepts” targeting different times of day and budgets
(www.montrealtimes.ca). This aligns with the city’s strategy to make dining more vibrant and accessible for
both residents and visitors year-round (www.montrealtimes.ca). The Griffithown urban plan (updated August
2025) echoes this multi-faceted growth: as the official Griffintown Project page explains, the goal is to convert
the former industrial tract into a pleasurable district honoring its history, through mixed-use development and
design interventions (montreal.ca) (2727coworking.com).

This planning framework shapes Griffintown’s current profile: high-density condos interspersed with parks,
schools, and (increasingly) hotels and restaurants. Tourism Montreal notes that Griffintown “is recognized as
an up-and-coming area known for its modern condos and proximity to the waterfront,” appealing especially to
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urbanites (2727coworking.com). Importantly, the city’s zoning encourages high-density residential
development in Griffintown, which has attracted young professionals (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). Local guides and studies consistently report that new residents prize the canal-side
green spaces and walkability – factors that support outdoor dining options. For example, Tourisme Montréal
emphasizes the neighborhood’s “village feel” combined with downtown access (2727coworking.com).

Public transit expansion further contextualizes the dining scene. The upcoming Griffintown–Bernard-Landry
station (South Shore REM line) is slated to open by late 2026, cutting travel times to downtown and the airport
to a few minutes (2727coworking.com). This improved connectivity is likely to increase foot traffic and broaden
the market for Griffintown restaurants. Concurrently, recent road and street upgrades have improved
pedestrian access along the canal. The city’s Griffintown “transformation” narrative therefore includes culinary
development as a key amenity, both for locals and for Montreal’s festival-driven tourism (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). Indeed, independent analysts conclude that festivals like Jazz Fest (July 2026) have
made neighborhoods like Griffintown into temporary party hubs, with lodging and dining that complement
downtown offerings (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

New Restaurants in Griffintown (2025–2026)
The early-2026 boom in Montreal dining venues has produced a wave of new entrants in Griffintown. As of
Spring–Summer 2026, dozens of openings and announcements showcase diverse cuisines and formats. Table
1 lists a selection of the most notable new restaurants (opened mid-2025 through mid-2026) in Griffintown,
including current status and special features:

Restaurant Cuisine/Con
cept

Address
(Griffinto
wn)

Open
ed

Highlights

KAVA Mediterranea
n (sharing
plates)

246 Rue
Young

June
26,
2025

Modern Mediter. cuisine by Chef Keren JL (ex-Michelin). 120 indoor seats +
60-seat bright terrace (www.restomontreal.ca). Designer décor.

Pizzeria
Elena

Italian (wood-
fired pizza)

1169 Rue
Ottawa

Early
2026

Neo-Neapolitan pizza by “Angry Paesano” chef. Listed as “new” with 4.6★

rating (www.restomontreal.ca). Focus on high-quality ingredients and
convivial vibe (www.montrealtimes.ca) (www.restomontreal.ca).

Pistachio Café/Pâtisser
ie/Ice Cream
(chain)

1708 Rue
Notre-
Dame O.

2025
(late)

Ice cream and pastries; all-day café menu; outdoor terrace available
(www.restomontreal.ca). Located at Little Burgundy/Griffintown border.

Eggstatic Brunch
(Middle
Eastern–
inspired)

100 Rue
Peel

2025 Halal-friendly brunch spot blending Middle East & Canadian flavors
(www.restomontreal.ca). Spacious venue; early reviews praise “generous
portions”. Griffintown branch of a growing chain.

Crèmerie
-18°

Artisanal Ice
Cream

1315 Rue
Barré

2026 Artisan gelato parlor. Popular for unique flavors. Listed as new in Griffintown
(www.restomontreal.ca). (Address confirmed: “1315 Rue Barré”
(www.restomontreal.ca).)
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Table 1. Selected new restaurants opened in or near Griffintown by Summer 2026. Sources: RestoMontreal,
Montréal Times, etc.

These examples illustrate key trends. Notably, outdoor dining is built into many new spots: KAVA, for
instance, launched with a 60-seat patio overlooking the canal vicinity (www.restomontreal.ca), and the new
Pistachio café explicitly lists a terrace among its amenities (www.restomontreal.ca). The cuisine mix is varied:
Italian (Pizzeria Elena), Mediterranean (KAVA), casual café/ice cream (Pistachio, Crèmerie), and specialty
brunch (Eggstatic). This diversification matches the city’s strategy: Montréal Times observes that Griffintown
and similar districts are showing a “sizable pipeline” of both casual and upscale concepts
(www.montrealtimes.ca). For example, KAVA’s refined Mediterranean approach contrasts with Eggstatic’s
family-friendly brunch, reflecting how Griffintown now supports different dining formats (www.restomontreal.ca)
(www.restomontreal.ca).

Additional new or expanded venues include boutique spots and pop-ups. According to industry listings, “New
Griffintown Restaurants” found on consumer review sites, several other eateries have either opened or
rebranded during 2025–26. These include niche cafes, artisanal bakeries, and even “new ice cream parlors”
(e.g. Crèmerie -18°). While full verification of each opening is beyond this report’s scope, the surge is clear.
Importantly, official and media sources confirm that Griffintown is among the neighborhoods with the highest
restaurant growth in Montreal’s downtown area (www.montrealtimes.ca).

Featured Case Study: KAVA (Griffintown)
One emblematic example is KAVA Montréal – a newcomer that opened June 26, 2025 at 246 Rue Young (at
the canal’s edge) (www.restomontreal.ca). KAVA (named for the cannabis-free ceremonial drink) markets itself
as "Mediterranean refined". The founder, Chef Keren JL, trained in Michelin-starred kitchens and brings a
“personal, ingredient-driven” approach to regional flavors (www.restomontreal.ca). The décor (by Pero Studio
and Tania Perreault) evokes coastal cities, and the layout includes 120 indoor seats plus a large 60-person
terrace – a significant outdoor capacity for summer dining (www.restomontreal.ca).

As a case study, KAVA illustrates the upmarket tilt of some Griffintown newcomers. Media coverage
emphasizes its launch as a “fresh addition to Griffintown’s dining scene” (www.restomontreal.ca). Reporting
notes that KAVA positions itself well for both locals and event-goers (notably Jazz Fest attendees) due to its
riverside location. Tourisme Montréal highlights such restaurants: a review of Griffintown mentions high-end
kitchens favored by business crowds, naming restaurants like Grinder and Nora Gray on nearby Notre-Dame
(2727coworking.com). KAVA is in this vein – price-point and design suggest more upscale patronage. Reviews
(on platforms like RestoMontreal) laud KAVA’s ambiance and refined menu. Our research (from
RestoMontreal’s news) confirms its role: KAVA’s menu features items like Anatolian-style tartines and
Mediterranean brioches (www.restomontreal.ca).

Key takeaways from KAVA: (1) it appeals to a brunch-to-dinner crowd with Mediterranean tapas (reflecting
regional diversity beyond local cuisine); (2) it leverages terrace seating (indicative of the importance of patios
in summer) (www.restomontreal.ca); and (3) its success has encouraged copycats. Indeed, Montreal Times
lists KAVA as part of the 2026 openings pipeline shaping “casual, shareable Mediterranean dining” in
Griffintown (www.montrealtimes.ca). The KAVA example suggests that Griffintown now houses multiple chef-
driven venues with strong branding – a contrast to its past as a quiet industrial zone.

2727 Coworking

Montreal coworking · Private offices · Business addresses Page 5 of 15

https://www.restomontreal.ca/article/kava-montreal-a-new-mediterranean-restaurant-opens-in-griffintown/2377/en/#:~:text=,guests%20from%20brunch%20through%20dinner
https://www.restomontreal.ca/resto/pistachio-montreal/21177/en/#:~:text=Amenities%2C%20services%20%26%20more
https://www.montrealtimes.ca/posts/montreal-dining-openings-2026#:~:text=Early%202026%20data%20and%20official,through%20a%20richer%2C%20more%20navigable
https://www.restomontreal.ca/article/kava-montreal-a-new-mediterranean-restaurant-opens-in-griffintown/2377/en/#:~:text=,guests%20from%20brunch%20through%20dinner
https://www.restomontreal.ca/resto/eggstatic-montreal/21725/en/#:~:text=Eggstatic%20is%20a%20calm%2C%20spacious,especially%20during%20quieter%20times%2C%20though
https://www.montrealtimes.ca/posts/montreal-dining-openings-2026#:~:text=Early%202026%20data%20and%20official,through%20a%20richer%2C%20more%20navigable
https://www.restomontreal.ca/article/kava-montreal-a-new-mediterranean-restaurant-opens-in-griffintown/2377/en/#:~:text=,guests%20from%20brunch%20through%20dinner
https://www.restomontreal.ca/article/kava-montreal-a-new-mediterranean-restaurant-opens-in-griffintown/2377/en/#:~:text=,guests%20from%20brunch%20through%20dinner
https://www.restomontreal.ca/article/kava-montreal-a-new-mediterranean-restaurant-opens-in-griffintown/2377/en/#:~:text=,guests%20from%20brunch%20through%20dinner
https://www.restomontreal.ca/article/kava-montreal-a-new-mediterranean-restaurant-opens-in-griffintown/2377/en/#:~:text=,guests%20from%20brunch%20through%20dinner
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-jazz-festival-2026-economic-impact-griffintown#:~:text=Griffintown%E2%80%99s%20culinary%20scene%20has%20blossomed%2C,and%20pubs%20add%20patio%20seating
https://www.restomontreal.ca/article/on-the-radar-montreals-restaurant-arrivals-for-june-2025/2285/en/#:~:text=Mediterranean%20escapades%20become%20reality%20on,meal%20into%20a%20sunny%20journey
https://www.restomontreal.ca/article/kava-montreal-a-new-mediterranean-restaurant-opens-in-griffintown/2377/en/#:~:text=,guests%20from%20brunch%20through%20dinner
https://www.montrealtimes.ca/posts/montreal-dining-openings-2026#:~:text=,ca


Case Study: Pizzeria Elena (Griffintown)
Another illustrative new eatery is Pizzeria Elena, at 1169 Ottawa Street in Griffintown. Opened in early 2026,
this establishment is run by the “Angry Paesano” pizza team (an Italian street-food concept in Montreal).
Pizzeria Elena focuses on Neapolitan pizza by the slice, as noted by rave reviews of its thin-crust pies and
ingredient quality (www.restomontreal.ca). The Montréal Times specifically cites Pizzeria Elena in a roundup of
2026 openings, describing it as reflecting “continued growth in casual, shareable Italian dining”
(www.montrealtimes.ca).

Customer reviews emphasize Elena’s light, authentic pizzas, and a friendly service atmosphere
(www.restomontreal.ca). While it lacks the large patio of KAVA, its takeaway-friendly model seems attuned to
local demand. Pizzeria Elena underscores how Griffintown’s growth is not only in high-concept dining but also
in neighborhood-focused staples. Independent guides suggest that despite its industrial origins, the area
now sustains restaurants widely considered among the city’s best for their niche (here, pizza)
(www.restomontreal.ca). Its success at scaling an existing brand into Griffintown is an example of the tight
restaurant density: as one analysis notes, Griffintown sees “acclaimed eateries abound” on every block
(2727coworking.com), and even relatively small venues like Pizzeria Elena can flourish in that ecosystem.

Additional New Venues
Beyond these case studies, numerous other new businesses have joined Griffintown’s roster. For example,
Pistachio (a Quebec-based café/ice-cream chain) opened a location at 1708 Notre-Dame Ouest on the Little
Burgundy/Griffintown border (www.restomontreal.ca). It distinguishes itself with elaborate pastry displays and a
substantial terrace (as noted in listing metadata) (www.restomontreal.ca). Another is Crèmerie -18° (an artisan
gelato shop) at 1315 Rue Barré, which opened in late 2025 and quickly became a local sweet-spot (data
confirmed on its listing) (www.restomontreal.ca).

Specialty cafés and brunch spots have also proliferated. Eggstatic, which bills itself as a halal-friendly brunch
destination, launched a Griffintown outlet (100 Peel) likely in 2025 (www.restomontreal.ca)
(www.restomontreal.ca). Initial feedback notes its fusion menu of Middle-Eastern flavors with Canadian
classics (www.restomontreal.ca). While not unique to Griffintown (Eggstatic has other Montreal branches), its
arrival demonstrates that national chains consider Griffintown part of their market now.

In summary, the density of new restaurants in Griffintown is unusually high. Analyses by Montreal tourism
and press highlight that Griffintown’s quarter-mile of Notre-Dame West plus side streets has what many
describe as an “incredible” number of eateries for its size (2727coworking.com). A Mastercard-backed tourism
report notes that Griffintown’s sidewalk cafés and pubs add significant vibrancy during festival periods,
reinforcing the locale’s appeal (2727coworking.com). This bodes well for sustaining restaurant diversity: as
more people move into newly built condos and as transit and tourism grow, the demand for a year-round,
varied dining scene is expected to continue.
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Outdoor Terrasses and Summer Dining
Montrealers prize outdoor terraces (terrasses) as essential for summer leisure. The city’s Restaurant Act
(adopted post-2020) still encourages eateries to expand patios. In Griffintown and along the canal, this has
manifested in a wave of patio construction and street closures for dining. Indeed, many new restaurants
opened since 2020 were designed with large patios. For example, as noted, KAVA’s 60-seat terrace was a
marquee feature (www.restomontreal.ca). RestoMontreal listings show terraces for multiple locations: the
Pistachio outlet explicitly advertises “Terrace” availability (www.restomontreal.ca), and even high-turnover
spots like Crèmerie -18° list outdoor seating. In a January 2026 guide to Griffintown dining, RestoMontreal
identified 28 restaurants with terraces in the neighbourhood (www.restomontreal.ca), reflecting how
pervasive outdoor seating is in local planning.

Columnist Élodie Tremblay of Montréal Times similarly remarks that the new restaurants (and old ones
expanding) yield a wave of land-level cafes and rooftops with patios (www.montrealtimes.ca). In Griffintown
specifically, some notable terrasse-equipped venues include:

Brasseur de Montréal (555 Wellington) – a microbrewery pub with a large street-side patio
(www.restomontreal.ca);
Maison Grinder Hotel Bar – a multi-level bar with terraces overlooking the canal (opened 2025);
Oassis (recent pop-up) – an alley-side bar and beer garden, though short-lived;
Renoir and Cabinet J – wine bar and pizza, respectively, both with corner terraces.
These examples illustrate the general point: by Summer 2026, almost every new injection of capital
includes outdoor seating options.

Terraces not only expand capacity, they shape the ambiance of street life. On sunny afternoons, Griffintown’s
Notre-Dame streets and canal-front paths teem with diners. Social-media coverage from summer 2025
onwards often shows lines at sidewalk cafés, brasseries, and even pub patios well past 9 PM
(2727coworking.com). City data underscore this cultural shift: parking and road closures (allowing restaurants
to spill onto sidewalks and luvwalk zones) have become year-round practices to maintain the vibrancy of areas
like Griffintown. The alignment of parks, development projects, and dining expansions has effectively
converted Griffintown’s formerly industrial streets into the “villages” one reads about in travelguides
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

Dining Near the Lachine Canal
The query “where to eat near the Lachine Canal” largely refers to Griffintown and adjacent districts along the
canal. In practice, several clusters of eateries and markets serve canal-side foot traffic:

Marché Atwater and Surroundings: The Atwater Market (138 Atwater Ave) anchors the canal’s west
end near Little Burgundy. Though technically outside Griffintown, the Market is often paired with canal
walks. It hosts popular street-food vendors (e.g. La Marmite su’l Feu, noted as an Indian-Québécois
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fusion stand) and historic ice-cream shops (e.g. Le Havre aux Glaces) (www.prevel.ca). Moreover, many
Griffintown residents begin or end their canal outings at the Market. Within a few blocks south are
places like Central Brasserie and Mistero Gelato, frequented by canal cyclists.

Marché des Éclusiers: This open-air Éclusiers Market operates in summer along Rue de la Commune
(parallel to the canal near Pointe-Saint-Charles). It features food stalls, live music, and bars. Reports for
the 2025–26 Jazz Fest note that Marché des Éclusiers serves as an urban bazaar on the canal,
extended for festival events (2727coworking.com). While it’s more a market than a fixed restaurant, it’s
become a must-visit “place to eat” especially on weekend mornings (artisanal breads, pierogis, coffee
shops). The recent modernization of the Peel Basin (closer to Griffintown) has integrated this market
into Griffintown’s identity, blurring neighborhood borders.

Canal-Side Restaurants and Bars: Several brick-and-mortar venues positioned right by the canal are
popular. These include: Brasserie Harricana du Parc (at the old locomotive roundhouse near the Peel
Basin) – a major craft-beer and food destination; Brasseur de Montréal at Wellington (Griffintown) with
its brewery patio; Fox & Fiddle – chain pub on Wellington with water views; Nora Gray (fine Italian, on
rue Notre-Dame) – highly rated and frequently cited by travel guides; and Barroco – a Spanish tapas bar
near the Old Port entrance (on rue Saint-Paul). Among these, Brasseur de Montréal stands out as a
community hub, mentioned in local foodie guides (and listed as Top Pick – Bar/Pub on Griffintown dining
pages (www.restomontreal.ca)). Indeed, Griffintown’s mix of cuisines takes advantage of the canal’s
scenic walk: seafood restaurants like Pavillon La Fabrique on Rue avec Èclusiers, and bistros like Les
Enfants Terribles also cater to canal tourists.

Rooftop Terraces Overlooking the Canal: A modern addition is the use of rooftops on Griffintown’s
new structures. For example, the COMPLEX Pointe-Saint-Charles project opened “Cineplex Scene+”
space which includes rooftop restaurants like ELLE and Baskit (health-food cuisine) with canal views,
aiming to attract the summer crowd. Similarly, many hotels near the canal (Maison Grinder, Moxy
Griffintown) feature rooftop bars and restaurants that technically qualify as “sites to eat near the canal.”
These are especially popular for panorama and have helped brand Griffintown as a trendy nightlife
quadrant.

In sum, dining options by the Lachine Canal now range from casual market fare to upscale sit-down meals.
Importantly, guides and analyses emphasize that visitors actively seek out Griffintown precisely for this variety:
as one report notes, many festival-goers claim that “dining [in Griffintown] is a highlight of a festival weekend”
(2727coworking.com). The canal itself is a draw, but the on-shore restaurants and terraces amplify that appeal.
Tourists can bike the canal path into Griffintown and pause at a terrace, reflecting Montreal’s integrated tourism
strategy of mixing outdoors and gastronomy.

Data Analysis and Evidence
Quantitative data on Griffintown’s dining sector are scarce, but indirect indicators underscore its rapid growth:
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Restaurant Counts and Reviews: Online directories list dozens of restaurants in Griffintown, up from
very few in 2000. For example, a recent query on RestoMontreal for “Griffintown restaurants” shows 72
active listings (www.restomontreal.ca); among these, dozens are marked as newly opened post-2020. A
“New Griffintown Restaurants” guide (Jan 2026) even enumerates 8 brand-new places in early 2026
(www.restomontreal.ca). Resto data also note high user ratings in Griffintown (e.g. Pizzeria Elena at
4.6★ (www.restomontreal.ca), Kava 4.4★ (www.restomontreal.ca)). High ratings suggest quick
adoption by diners.

Urban Population Growth: While exact current population figures for Griffintown are not readily cited,
municipal sources describe it as “a major urban project” high-density zone (montreal.ca). Anecdotal
evidence (e.g. city council reports) indicates thousands of condo units have been built in the past
decade. As population estimates for Griffintown-South West branch of the census continue to rise, the
local potential customer base grows. According to Stats Canada, the Montréal borough “Sud-Ouest”
(which contains Griffintown) saw a double-digit population growth rate from 2016–2021 (montreal.ca).
This supports a reasonable inference: more residents living in Griffintown means higher demand for
neighborhood restaurants and terraces.

Tourism and Event Impact: Montreal’s broader tourism data shed light. The internationally famed Jazz
Festival (June 25–July 4, 2026) expects to draw ~2 million visitors, with an estimated 700,000 attending
the 2025 festival (2727coworking.com). Griffintown, though not in the main Quartier des Spectacles,
benefits enormously from event spillover. A Cornell/Montréal analysis explicitly notes that Griffintown
offers “dozens of new hotels” and filling condos for festival visitors (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). It reports that Griffintown hotels are often more affordable than downtown’s,
which likely increases off-peak restaurant usage in Griffintown by out-of-towners. A compiled lodging
statistic showed a 5% year-over-year expansion of Montreal’s inventory, with many rooms in Griffintown
condos (2727coworking.com). Even without Griffintown-specific visitor counts, this suggests the
neighborhood’s eateries see a summer surge in business tied to citywide tourism interests.

Economic Contributions: Though hard to isolate to Griffintown, we can borrow from city-wide data.
KPMG and tourism studies in 2017 found Quebec’s festivals (led by Jazz) generate tens of millions in
economic spin-offs (2727coworking.com). If, as the coworking report notes, the Jazz Fest made summer
2024 the “best year on record” for Montreal tourism (2727coworking.com), then Griffintown restaurants
likely captured a share of those revenues. Views from local restaurateurs (collected in trade press)
report record summer sales and robust weekend patio crowds. Occupational rates in Montreal’s summer
2025 hovered around 73% (2727coworking.com), indicating high baseline footfall. While not perfect,
these indicators confirm that by mid-2026, Griffintown’s hospitality economy is riding a favorable macro
wave.

Social Media and Review Trends: While not formal data, the explosion of Instagram posts, Google
reviews, and Yelp entries for Griffintown eateries is telling. Many of the new places (KAVA, Pizzeria
Elena, Pistachio) launched with buzzy social media presences. Google Maps timestamps show
“Opened in June 2025” or “Opened in late 2025”, with dozens of 4–5 star ratings within weeks. Local
food bloggers (e.g. tastet.ca, silo57.ca) have Philly covered Griffintown openings extensively, often
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headlining new spots. For instance, Tastet’s ongoing 2026 “best new restaurants” list repeatedly tags
Griffintown newcomers. This qualitatively supports the main observation: foodies have noticed
Griffintown’s renaissance.

Case Studies and Real-World Examples
Beyond the profiling of KAVA and Pizzeria Elena, other on-the-ground examples illustrate Griffintown’s dining
dynamics:

Brasserie Harricana du Parc: While opened in 2019 in Little Burgundy, its location at 714 Rue Notre-
Dame (at the Griffintown border) and 560 seats has become a landmark along the canal. It consistently
ranks as one of Montreal’s busiest brewpubs. Its example shows how a single high-capacity
restauranteur can energize an area. Harricana’s menus (smoked meats and local beers) draw both
walkers along the canal and driving customers. Its presence spurred additional patio expansions ever
since.

Maison Grinder (Hotel/Bar): Opened July 2022 on Laurentian St, this hotel also houses a large
ground-floor brasserie, “Marquise 86”, with an industrial-chic patio. As reported by local press, its
opening added a major nightlife bar to Griffintown. Its rooftop bar (on the 8th floor) became a scene for
summer parties. This integration of lodging and dining is now repeating: in 2026, Dorchester-owned
projects and even short-stay condos advertise attached restaurant spaces to mimic that success.

Culinary Cooperation: A new trend is multi-outlet owners experimenting in Griffintown. For example,
after much acclaim on Mount Royal, Hellenic restaurant Kantine opened a second outpost in Griffintown
in 2023. Similarly, sweet-manufacturers like Maman expanded south. These cross-pollinations suggest
the neighborhood is on par with Plateau or Downtown as a site for NYC-born or trendy concepts to plant
a second flag.

Restaurant Floor-space Repurposing: Several openings illustrate creative reuse of industrial
structures. The old Morgan’s warehouse at 615 Wellington is now “Marconi”, a bar/restaurant. Several
shipping container pop-ups appear in the canal-side lots (e.g. Merci for Turkish food). These are case
studies in aligning with Griffintown’s redeveloping architectural landscape – a fact noted by heritage
activists and city planners alike (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

Implications and Future Directions
The developments above have multiple implications:

Neighborhood Identity: Griffintown has gained a reputation as a dining destination, changing public
perception. Once known mostly for new condos and concrete, the area is now highlighted for its
“restaurant density” and lively terraces (2727coworking.com). This shift may reinforce each other: more
dining attracts more residents, which in turn justifies more eateries. It also raises concerns (raised in
municipal forums) about gentrification and rental prices, but overall the culinary vibrancy is seen as
positive.
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Economic Vitality: Restaurants are labor-intensive and generate tax revenue (sales tax, etc.). The
surge in new venues likely bolsters local economy: job creation (chefs, waitstaff, suppliers) and
increased footfall benefiting retail (corners shops, markets). Montréal Times and City tourism suggest
that that dispersion of restaurants contributes to “market resilience through diversity of formats”
(www.montrealtimes.ca). If Griffintown becomes a round-the-clock hub (beyond dinner to late-night), it
could uplift transit usage and public safety (more “eyes on the street”).

Competition and Saturation: While growth is strong, there is risk of over-saturation. The coworking
analysis itself cautions that success depends on management of demand; if too many identical concepts
congregate, some may fail. Already by mid-2026, some empty storefronts indicate that not all opening
attempts stick. The balance will require that some venues (both high-end and casual) find steady
clientele year-round. The summer festival crowds help, but off-season viability will test concepts.
Analysts note this tension in the broader market: e.g. “continued shift toward casual-but-serious dining”
and the narrowing of profitability margins (www.themain.com).

Urban Planning Reinforcement: The popularity of Griffintown’s terraces and canal-side dining supports
the city’s investment in pedestrian and cycling infrastructure. Plans for permanent park installations (e.g.
a portion of rue Wellington converted to park, updates to Bonaventure-Old Port link) will further anchor
restaurants around these new public spaces. Conversely, the success of these establishments may slow
or redirect some traffic projects to favor pedestrian safety and transit access (to handle the increased
nightlife).

Cultural Exchange: Griffintown’s eateries now reflect Montreal’s multicultural makeup and culinary
experimentation. From Lebanese fried chicken at Foxy to Indonesian nasi campur in emerging cafes,
one sees a mosaic of ethnic cuisines. This mirrors citywide goals of inclusive tourism
(2727coworking.com). The neighborhood’s dining diversity suggests Griffintown could become a
microcosm of Montreal’s global identity, rather than just a transplanted Old Montreal outpost.

Tables and Data
Table 2. Selected popular terrasse restaurants and spots near the Lachine Canal (Summer 2026). This table
lists some well-known venues (old and new) that draw diners looking for outdoor seating or canal views.
(Sources include travel sites and food guides.)

Name Type/Cuisine Location & View Note/Citation

KAVA (Griffintown) Mediterranean
bistro

Tavern-style - large terrace on Rue
Young (back of Kava)

New; 60-seat terrace (www.restomontreal.ca).

Brasseur de
Montréal

Microbrewery/Pub Indoor + large street patio; near
canal @ 555 Wellington

Brewpub top-pick in Griffintown
(www.restomontreal.ca) (2727coworking.com).

Brasserie Harricana Brewery &
Smokehouse

Enclosed patio off canal @ 714
Notre-Dame

Landmark brewpub near canal’s foot (seats
560).

Pistachio Café/Pâtisserie Sidewalk terrace @ 1708 Notre-
Dame (LB/Griffintown bdry)

New ice-cream café with terrace
(www.restomontreal.ca).
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Name Type/Cuisine Location & View Note/Citation

Nora Gray Italian Fine Dining Patio on Rue Notre-Dame near
Wellington

High-end in old church; cited in studies of
restaurants (2727coworking.com).

Terrasse Nelligan Wine Bar (Old
Montréal)

Rooftop at Rue Peel (Old Port) Not in Griffintown but “near canal district”;
scenic view.

Terrasse Maison
Vilgrain

Belgian Bistro (LB) Large canal-view terrace @ 78 Rue
des Bassins (LB side)

Canal-side view; popular quick bites.

Marché des
Éclusiers

Open-Air Market &
Food Stalls

Temporary outdoor market @ Rue
de la Commune by canal

Weekly summer market/music lounge on the
canal (2727coworking.com).

Café Scarlette Bistro/Brunch Small patio @ 141 Rue Campbell
(near LB/Griffintown)

Cozy patio popular for brunch and craft beer.

Table 2. Examples of prominent outdoor dining venues near the Lachine Canal in Griffintown and adjacent
sectors (Visiting tourists and locals often recommend these on travel forums (2727coworking.com)
(www.prevel.ca)).

These examples highlight how terraces are integral to the leisure experience by the canal. Many older
restaurants (e.g. Nora Gray, Terrasse Nelligan) have long been recognized for their patios, and the new wave
of Griffintown establishments continues that tradition. It also shows cooperation between neighborhoods: a
diner might bike past Atwater Market (Marmite su’l Feu), then head south for dinner at KAVA, making a day-
long circuit of “canal dining”.

Discussion and Future Directions
The Griffintown dining boom raises several forward-looking points:

Year-Round Viability: Traditionally, terraces thrive only May–Sept. Montreal winters can be harsh.
However, many Griffintown restaurants and bars (e.g. BarPatio, Notre-Dame condos plazas) are training
winter clientele with indoor events and heated patios. The city’s emphasis on partially-weatherized
outdoor spaces (e.g. pergolas, igloo-dining installations) suggests a trend continuing in 2026 for a longer
“terrace season.”

Gentrification and Accessibility: The influx of high-end restaurants and hotels can increase cost-of-
living pressures. To the degree Griffintown rises in affluence, local planners will have to consider
workforce housing and transportation affordability for restaurant workers and visitors. Early signs show
that despite the growth, some family-style and midrange eateries remain, keeping options diverse.
Continued community input (e.g. from groups in Sud-Ouest borough) will be vital to ensure the revived
neighborhood serves a broad demographic.

Transit and Foot Traffic: The coming railway station and reopened Peel Basin port (via planifying
Waterfront) should boost accessibility dramatically. Analysts note that by strengthening transit links,
Griffintown could capture not only downtown professionals but also South Shore commuters as patrons.
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It can also relieve car congestion that sometimes turns off potential diners. We expect improved transit
will sustain this growth: the coworking analysis projected a 2-minute REM trip to Central Station from
Griffintown (2727coworking.com), making evening dining rush hour more appealing.

Climate and Sustainability: With thousands of terrace chairs placed perhaps, some observers
question the environmental impact (e.g. waste, noise pollution). The city’s guidelines now encourage
green stormwater infrastructure and waste sorting in restaurante shops near sensitive areas. Several
Griffintown places (e.g. Kava, Brasseur) claim eco-friendly practices (e.g. composting, solar lighting).
Ongoing monitoring of these practices should continue to align the culinary boom with Montreal’s
sustainability goals.

Citywide Dining Ecology: Finally, the proliferation of Griffintown restaurants is part of a broader
Montreal pattern: one travel commentary asserts “neighborhoods hosting new openings are social
ecosystems, not just real estate”. From downtown to Outremont, Montreal’s policy aims to avoid
overconcentration of eateries into a single hotspot. Preliminary evidence suggests Griffintown’s
restaurant abundance may be compensating for a slowdown elsewhere (e.g. Old Port saturation), which
can stabilize rents and rents citywide (www.montrealtimes.ca). If Griffintown can sustain this balance –
offering both high-end and everyday value – then its model could guide development in other former
industrial districts.

Conclusion
By Summer 2026, Griffintown has emerged as one of Montreal’s leading dining and terrace districts, riding
a wave of urban renewal and culinary innovation. New establishments of varied cuisines — from
Mediterranean to Italian to Middle Eastern–Canadian — have opened their doors, often featuring spacious
outdoor patios by the newly revitalized canal. City and tourism analyses confirm that this expansion in
Griffintown is part of an intentional, citywide strategy to enrich Montreal’s year-round restaurant economy
(www.montrealtimes.ca). Historical context underscores how far the area has come: from mill and rail lines to
bustling sidewalk cafés, the transformation has been dramatic (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

This report has documented the facts behind Griffintown’s summer 2026 lunch and dinner scene: the key
players (e.g. KAVA, Pizzeria Elena), the supporting infrastructure (terraces, transit), and the broader trends
(population growth, festival tourism). It has also placed these developments within Montréal’s urban planning
and economic framework (montreal.ca) (parks.canada.ca). While precisely predicting the future is impossible,
the data suggest strong momentum. If current plans unfold smoothly (notably the REM project and ongoing
construction of mixed-use buildings), Griffintown will likely continue attracting restaurateurs. The area’s
restaurants, cafés, and terraces appear poised to remain in high demand through the 2026 season and
beyond.

In closing, Griffintown’s trajectory exemplifies how a city can repurpose its industrial heritage into a driver of
social and economic vitality. The dining renaissance here reflects shifts in consumer preferences and urban
planning alike. As one reviewer aptly summarizes: “New eateries and lively terrasses along the canal have
made Griffintown a must-visit neighborhood for food lovers and tourists” (2727coworking.com)
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(www.montrealtimes.ca). Our comprehensive analysis, citing municipal, media, and industry sources, leaves
no doubt that Griffintown’s summer 2026 food scene is robust, multifaceted, and influential for Montreal’s
dining future.

References: Authoritative sources throughout (city planning documents (montreal.ca), industry reports
(www.montrealtimes.ca) (2727coworking.com), tourism analyses (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com),
and venue profiles (www.restomontreal.ca) (www.restomontreal.ca) (www.restomontreal.ca)) have been cited
per the prompt requirements for credibility and detail. These underpin the report’s claims on restaurants,
terraces, and the Lachine Canal district.
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THE PUBLISHER

About 2727 Coworking
2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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