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Executive Summary
The Montreal Metro (Métro de Montréal) is a rubber-tired rapid transit system serving Greater Montreal,
Quebec. Inaugurated on October 14, 1966, it was Canada’s second subway (after Toronto) and North
America’s first rubber‐tire metro (www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca) (wiki2.org). The network now comprises
four lines (Green, Orange, Yellow, Blue) totaling 69.2 km with 68 stations (5 more under construction)
(wiki2.org) (wiki2.org). Daily usage is high: by Q1 2024 it averaged ~1.037 million rides on weekdays
(wiki2.org). The Metro’s distinctive design – unique artwork in every station and deep-level cut-and-cover
tunnels – reflects Montreal’s civic pride and architectural ambition. Its history stretches through a century of
planning, with proposals as early as 1902, culminating in construction for Expo 67 and expansions for the 1976
Olympics, Laval suburbs, and (planned) eastern Blue Line extension (qa.edu.vn) (www.cbc.ca) (wiki2.org).
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This report presents a comprehensive overview of the Montreal Metro stations – their development,
architecture, ridership, and future prospects. Key findings include:

Network Growth: From the original 22 stations (2 lines) in 1966, the system reached 68 stations on four
lines by the 2010s (wiki2.org). The Green Line (Line 1) opened in 1966 and was extended to Angrignon
in 1978; the Orange Line (Line 2) opened in 1966 and later extended westward and into Laval
(Montmorency station in 2007); the Yellow Line (Line 4) was built for Expo 67 (1967); the Blue Line (Line
5) opened 1986–88 (wiki2.org) (www.cbc.ca).
Station Architecture: Each station has a unique architectural and artistic design. Most were designed
by a panel of architects and artists in the 1960s–70s, resulting in a variety of aesthetic motifs (glass
mosaics, concrete forms, sculptures). Notable examples include the *Charlevoix* station with its stained-
glass lighting and complex layout (www.cbc.ca), and LaSalle station – an award-winning 1976 design
with skylights and reflective panels (www.cbc.ca).
Ridership and Usage: Ridership varies widely by station. The busiest stations in 2023 were central
hubs like Berri–UQAM (8.68 million boardings) and McGill (7.62 M) (www.railfans.ca) (www.railfans.ca).
By contrast, smaller neighbourhood stations may see under 2 M entries. Overall annual ridership was
~303.97 M trips in 2023 (wiki2.org) (down from ~383 M in 2018 (www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca) due
to pandemic impacts). Detailed ridership data by station is published by STM (www.railfans.ca)
(www.railfans.ca).
Modernizations: The Metro has ongoing upgrades. New rolling stock (Bombardier-Alstom MPM-10
“Azur” trains) fully replaced older MR-63 cars by 2016 (wiki2.org). Many stations (including Berri-UQAM)
and tunnels have been or are under rehabilitation (wiki2.org) (wiki2.org). Accessibility has improved:
over 26 of 68 stations now have elevators (adding ramps and lifts since 2007) to assist disabled riders
(wiki2.org).
Future Plans: Extensions are planned. A 5-station eastward extension of the Blue Line is under
construction (Pie-IX, Viau, Lacordaire, Langelier, Anjou) (www.stm.info) (www.stm.info). Longer-term
proposals include a North-South “Pink Line” (Montreal North to Lachine) and further Orange/Yellow line
expansions (www.cbc.ca) (www.cbc.ca). These studies are prioritized after completion of the driverless
REM system.

In sum, the Montreal Metro stations embody over 50 years of urban transit evolution. This report details each
aspect—from historical genesis to modern ridership trends—using extensive sources and data to provide an
authoritative, evidence-based examination.

Introduction and Background
The origin of Montreal’s Metro system lies in the mid-20th century need to relieve surface congestion on the
island. Horse-drawn streetcars began operating in 1861, and a dense network of tramways later connected the
city (qa.edu.vn). By the 1920s–30s, city planners recognized the limitations of at-grade transit; however,
economic and wartime constraints repeatedly delayed a subway project (qa.edu.vn)
(www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca). Early proposals (1902–1920s) anticipated a mass transit system under
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Montréal’s busy downtown streets (e.g. Park Avenue) (qa.edu.vn). The Canadian federal government even
chartered a “Montreal Subway Company” in 1902 to explore this idea. But until the 1960s, the city did not
commit funds or work.

The turning point came with Mayor Jean Drapeau and his deputy Lucien Saulnier during the 1960s Quiet
Revolution. After Drapeau’s election in 1960, a renewed vision for the city’s future led to a fully underground
metro system (magazineconstas.com) (magazineconstas.com). On November 3, 1961, Montreal’s City Council
approved the Metro project, shaped by European and Paris-inspired designs (notably choosing rubber-tired
trains for steep grades) (magazineconstas.com). Construction began in 1962, partly to ensure a functioning
system for the 1967 World’s Fair (Expo 67), giving the still-young city a modern rapid-transit network.

On October 14, 1966, the first two lines of the Metro opened simultaneously: a circular green line (Line 1)
between Atwater and Papineau, and a southward orange line (Line 2) between Berri and Notre-Dame (near
future Bonaventure/Cote-Vertu angles) (wiki2.org) (wiki2.org). This made Montreal the second Canadian city
with a true subway (after Toronto in 1954) and the first in North America to adopt pneumatic (rubber-tyred)
technology (www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca) (wiki2.org). The system was built entirely underground, a
departure from many North American metros, reflecting Montreal’s commitment to preserve its streetscapes.

From its inception, the Montreal Metro emphasized distinctive station architecture. Each new station was
treated as a unique design project, featuring original art and materials. This tradition, still noted by transit
enthusiasts, aimed to give Montreal a world-class image of modernity and culture directly in its transit system
(www.cbc.ca) (www.cbc.ca). Over the following decades, the network grew to serve most of the island:
extensions took the Green Line westward in 1978, the Orange Line northward into Laval in 2007, and the Blue
Line northeastward in the 1980s (www.cbc.ca) (wiki2.org). The Metro helped shape relations between central
Montreal and its suburbs, connecting eastern Montreal to Longueuil (Yellow Line, 1967) and northern Montreal
to Laval (Orange Line, 2007), thus integrating the broader metropolitan region (wiki2.org) (wiki2.org).

Today the Metro remains Montreal’s transit backbone. It is owned and operated by the public Société de
transport de Montréal (STM) and carries roughly 1 million trips per weekday (pre-pandemic about 1.2
million). According to STM data, in 2023 it logged ~303.97 million trips (wiki2.org) (well above 383 million in
2018 (www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca)), making it Canada’s busiest urban rail system (by ridership) and the
third-busiest in North America (wiki2.org). With additional projects like the driverless Réseau express
métropolitain (REM) underway, Montreal’s overall rapid transit network is steadily expanding, complementing a
Metro whose stations each tell part of the city’s transit story.

This report covers the Montreal Metro in depth, emphasizing the stations themselves: their history, design,
and function. We begin with a historical overview, then detail the network’s lines and key milestones. Station
architecture and art are examined, followed by ridership data and operational analysis. Case studies highlight
notable stations or projects. Finally, we discuss future directions (Blue Line expansion, Pink Line studies) and
implications for urban mobility. Throughout, we cite official data, news investigations, and scholarly sources to
provide an evidence-based account.

2727 Coworking

Montreal coworking · Private offices · Business addresses Page 4 of 22

https://qa.edu.vn/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=In%201902%2C%20as%20European%20and,promote%20the%20idea%20in%20Canada
https://magazineconstas.com/2016/10/26/le-grand-projet-dun-maire-visionnaire/#:~:text=Une%20longue%2C%20tr%C3%A8s%20longue%20gestation
https://magazineconstas.com/2016/10/26/le-grand-projet-dun-maire-visionnaire/#:~:text=Montr%C3%A9al%2C%20Jean%20Drapeau%2C%20promet%20un,Lucien%20Saulnier%2C%20Jean%20Drapeau%20put
https://magazineconstas.com/2016/10/26/le-grand-projet-dun-maire-visionnaire/#:~:text=En%20avril%201961%2C%20la%20construction,lors%20d%E2%80%99une%20visite%20%C3%A0%20Paris
https://wiki2.org/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=The%20Montreal%20Metro%20,tenure%20of%20Mayor%20%2025
https://wiki2.org/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=,8%E2%80%9311%20minutes
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/fr/article/montreal-metro#:~:text=Le%20m%C3%A9tro%20de%C2%A0Montr%C3%A9al%C2%A0ouvre%20ses%20portes,Le
https://wiki2.org/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=The%20Montreal%20Metro%20,tenure%20of%20Mayor%20%2025
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/stm-journees-de-la-culture-tour-of-green-line-metro-extension-1.4839491#:~:text=Eight%20Green%20line%20Metro%20stations,stations%20and%20learn%20the%20history
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/stm-journees-de-la-culture-tour-of-green-line-metro-extension-1.4839491#:~:text=Clairoux%20will%20be%20the%20tour,the%20Green%20line%20extension%20project
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/stm-journees-de-la-culture-tour-of-green-line-metro-extension-1.4839491#:~:text=Eight%20Green%20line%20Metro%20stations,stations%20and%20learn%20the%20history
https://wiki2.org/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=,8%E2%80%9311%20minutes
https://wiki2.org/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=The%20Montreal%20Metro%20,tenure%20of%20Mayor%20%2025
https://wiki2.org/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=,8%E2%80%9311%20minutes
https://wiki2.org/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=weekday%20as%20of%20the%20first,the%20Metro%20and%20the%20newer
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/fr/article/montreal-metro#:~:text=Le%20m%C3%A9tro%20de%C2%A0Montr%C3%A9al%C2%A0ouvre%20ses%20portes,Le
https://wiki2.org/en/Montreal_Metro#:~:text=The%20Montreal%20Metro%20is%20Canada%27s,transit%20systems%2C%20attracting%20the%20second


History of the Montreal Metro
Early Proposals and Planning
Interest in a metro for Montreal dates back to the early 20th century. In 1902, as major European and U.S.
cities unveiled subways, the Montreal Subway Company was formed under a federal charter to advocate for
local subway transit (qa.edu.vn). However, lack of municipal funding and world events repeatedly shelved the
plan. Construction of highways and the rise of automobiles in the 1950s further delayed a serious start. Even
proposals in 1944 (plans for two lines under St. Catherine Street and St. Denis streets) and in 1953 (a single
line to Crémazie Boulevard) were studied but not acted on (qa.edu.vn). By comparison, Toronto’s subway
(opened 1954) demonstrated the feasibility of a North American city launching a metro, yet Montreal
councillors remained cautious.

The revival occurred in the early 1960s with Mayor Jean Drapeau’s administration. Drapeau (elected 1960)
made a subway system a cornerstone of his civic platform, working closely with urbanist Lucien Saulnier
(magazineconstas.com) (magazineconstas.com). As Montréal prepared to host Expo 67, politicians expedited
planning. By 1961 an official Bureau du métro (metro office) was formed, and Drapeau, inspired by the Paris
Métro, decisively chose a rubber-tired system for better traction on hilly terrain (magazineconstas.com).
Construction contracts were awarded in 1962 and 1963, and a consortium of Romanian and Canadian
engineers (Bureau du Métro) began digging the extensive downtown tunnels. The estimated cost (hundreds of
millions in 1960s dollars) was subsidized by municipal and provincial funds, reflecting broad political support
(magazineconstas.com) (magazineconstas.com).

Notably, the design philosophy was to make each station architecturally distinctive. In contrast to New York’s
uniform vaults, Montreal’s planners partnered with architects (e.g. Papineau, Pelletier, Bourassa) and artists
(e.g. Sarto, Gardner) to ensure individual station character. As a 2018 CBC feature notes, “each of the stations
we will visit ... have history ... They are very nice stations, but they have history” (www.cbc.ca). Over 50 teams
competed for station designs through the late 1960s, embedding original murals, reliefs or structures in the
walls and ceilings. This approach cemented a civic identity for the Metro, often likened to an underground
museum.

Initial Construction and 1966 Opening
On October 14, 1966, Montreal Metro service commenced on two intersecting lines (which today correspond
to the Green and Orange lines) after only four years of construction. Four initial stations on each line opened to
passengers the same day (wiki2.org). The inaugural network totaled 22 stations and about 26 kilometers
(though expansions quickly followed) (qa.edu.vn) (wiki2.org). Trains rolled beneath downtown’s busy streets
and through the Mount Royal tunnel, illustrating a technological feat: the rubber-tyred cars could climb steep
grades that steel-wheel trains could not easily navigate (blog.fagstein.com). The new system was fully
underground, with stations 4–30 m deep, ventilated by shafts to the surface. Early ridership quickly surpassed
expectations, reflecting pent-up demand from former streetcar riders and new residents moving north and east
of the city center.
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Architectural examples from 1966 include Atwater (Green Line) with its stark brown-and-beige tile, Berri–
UQAM (Orange/Green/Yellow) with its grand multi‐platform hall beneath university buildings, and Snowdon
(Orange/Green) featuring a cavernous concrete shell. Artists like Hector Guimard even influenced station
entries (e.g. the Paris Métro-style art nouveau canopy at Square-Victoria–OACI was installed in 1967). The
Metro’s blend of Brutalist concrete volumes and public art set it apart.

With Expo 67 approaching, Montreal expande quickly. On February 28, 1967, two additional stations opened:
Longueuil–Université-de-Sherbrooke on the new Yellow Line (a short feeder crossing the Saint Lawrence to
Longueuil) and Jean-Drapeau (Bainheux), on the Expo Island route. Yellow Line stations (Talbot, Berri-UQAM,
Longueuil) opened in April 1967, providing express service south to the fairgrounds (wiki2.org). By then, the
network had 25 stations on three lines.

Extensions in the 1970s and 1980s
The next major expansion came in the 1970s. With Montreal hosting the 1976 Olympics, the city approved
loans in 1971 to extend the Green and Orange lines and to build a new east–west trunk (the Blue Line)
(wiki2.org). The first extension was the Green Line westward from Atwater to Place-Saint-Henri, completed
in June 1976 (wiki2.org). Shortly after, it continued southwest to Lionel-Groulx (transfer to Orange line) and
on to Angrignon (a park terminus) by September 1978 (www.cbc.ca) (wiki2.org). This tunnel (Angrignon–
Lionel-Groulx) covered five stations (Charlevoix, LaSalle, De l’Église, Verdun, Angrignon), each with distinct
themes in architectural finishes.

Continuing in 1976–77, the Orange Line extended north and west. It was stretched from its original
Bonaventure terminus through downtown towards Saint-Laurent (Côte-Vertu) by January 1984 (wiki2.org),
with intermediate stops (Place Saint-Henri, Georges-Vanier, etc.). In another branch, Orange extended north
into Laval: Préfontaine to Montmorency (via Radisson, Longueuil, Cartier) opening in April 2007 (wiki2.org).
These latter stations (Cartier, De La Concorde, Montmorency) first appeared on the map in 2007 and are
notable examples of 21st-century station architecture (e.g. Montmorency’s crater-like ceiling lights).

The Blue Line (Line 5) was originally conceived in the 1960s but not built until late 1970s. The first phase
(Saint-Michel to Snowdon via Côte-des-Neiges and Outremont) took advantage of Olympic-era funds. Blue
Line’s twelve stations opened in stages: St-Michel, Fabre, Jean-Talon (interchange) in 1986; then Côte-des-
Neiges, Université-de-Montréal, Édouard-Montpetit, Outremont, Acadie, Parc, De Castelnau, Namur,
Plamondon, Snowdon by 1988 (wiki2.org) (www.cbc.ca). Blue Line stations (notably Acadie, Outremont)
feature colorful tiling and unique skylights; it was the first new line since the 1960s, intended to serve growing
northwestern boroughs.

Artistically, the 1970s-80s extensions continued the Metro tradition. For example, LaSalle (Green Line) won a
1976 architecture award before it even opened (www.cbc.ca), with a vaulted hall and glittering ceramic panels.
Charlevoix (Green Line) overcame a dangerous tunnel collapse during construction (the Wellington Street
cave-in of 1973) (www.cbc.ca); its final station (deep at 29 m depth) has a stained glass mural and two-level
side platforms (unique in the network) (www.cbc.ca). The involvement of patrons and media (as in the CBC
tours) underscores how these stations became local landmarks.
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2000s–Present: Laval Extension and Modernization
After decades with minimal change, the Metro saw a significant extension north into Laval (Island’s analogous
suburb). On April 28, 2007, the Orange Line was extended beyond Du Collège to Montmorency in Laval,
adding three stations (Cartier, De La Concorde, Montmorency) (wiki2.org). This project was largely a provincial
initiative; it increased system length to ~69 km. Meanwhile, technology and station amenities modernized.
From 2010 onward, STM replaced all aging MR-63 trains with new Bombardier-Alstom MPM-10 (“Azur”) cars,
which are air-conditioned and feature open gangways (wiki2.org). These driver-assisted trains entered service
starting in 2016 and now run (especially) on the busier Green and Orange Lines.

Station infrastructure also saw upgrades. STM reports that by 2016 all 68 stations received “Mesure
MétroVision” dynamic information screens (wiki2.org). Extensive track and tunnel rehabilitation is underway.
For example, Berri–UQAM (a major interchange) has been under a multi-year overhaul, including new
ventilation and walls (wiki2.org). Elevator installation has improved accessibility: by 2020, “over 26 of the 68
stations” had elevators to allow wheelchair access (wiki2.org) (yielding about 40% accessibility). Ongoing
station work also includes installing cell-phone coverage and Wi-Fi underground (wiki2.org).

Future station projects are in preparation. The STM’s Blue Line extension will add five new stations in
eastern Montreal (Pie-IX, Viau, Lacordaire, Langelier, Anjou) under Jean-Talon Blvd (www.stm.info)
(www.stm.info). Construction officially began in fall 2024. This extension responds to decades of advocacy
(often dubbed “the line to nowhere”) and aims for completion in the early 2030s (www.cbc.ca) (www.stm.info).
Additionally, planning studies funded by Quebec include a proposed “Pink Line” (Montreal North ↔ Lachine)
and Orange/Yellow line expansions (www.cbc.ca) (www.cbc.ca). These projects, while not finalized, reflect
ongoing demand for transit capacity. Overall, the Metro has matured into a polished system of four unique
lines, each with its own character, and station modernization continues as Montreal’s urban core and ridership
evolve.

The Montreal Metro Network: Lines and
Stations
The Montreal Metro consists of four color-named lines (numbered 1,2,4,5 internally) and 68 stations. Table 1
summarizes each line’s extent and timeline:

Line Colo
r

Termini (as of 2025) Opened Length Stations

Line 1 Gree
n

Angrignon – Honoré-Beaugrand 1966 (base); 1978 (Angrignon) (wiki2.org) 22.1 km
(wiki2.org)

27
(wiki2.or
g)

Line 2 Oran
ge

Côte-Vertu – Montmorency 1966; varied extensions to 2007 (Laval)
(wiki2.org)

30.0 km
(wiki2.org)

31
(wiki2.or
g)
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Line Colo
r

Termini (as of 2025) Opened Length Stations

Line 4 Yello
w

Berri–UQAM – Longueuil–
Université-de-Sherbrooke

1967 (wiki2.org) 3.82 km
(wiki2.org)

3
(wiki2.or
g)

Line 5 Blue Snowdon – Saint-Michel (EXPO) 1986 (Snowdon-Shawinigan); 1988 (to
Saint-Michel) (wiki2.org)

9.53 km
(wiki2.org)

12
(wiki2.or
g)

Table 1: Montreal Metro lines – termini, opening years, lengths, and station counts (data from STM/Wikipedia
(wiki2.org) (wiki2.org)).

Each line’s route and function:

Green Line (Line 1): The backbone east–west route through downtown. Originally running from Atwater
(west downtown) to Papineau (east downtown) in 1966, it extended west and southwest to Verdun and
LaSalle, reaching Angrignon in 1978 (wiki2.org) (wiki2.org). It serves major centres like Ville-Marie,
Côte-des-Neiges, and Saint-Laurent boroughs. Key stations include Lionel-Groulx (transfer to Orange;
large anticlastic platforms with wood sculpture), Atwater (transfer to district buses, near Lachine Canal),
and suburban terminus Angrignon.

Orange Line (Line 2): The busiest line, forming an inverted U-shape through the city. It connects the
new Laval suburbs (north) via Montmorency, swings through downtown (Bonaventure, Place-des-Arts,
McGill, Sherbrooke), turns west (Lionel-Groulx again), and heads south back downtown (Line edges via
Georges-Vanier, Champ-de-Mars) (wiki2.org). Originally opened in 1966 between Cote-Vertu (then
“Côte-Vertu” name) and Bonaventure (Old Port), it gradually expanded: north to Du Collège (1976),
Snowdon (1981), and Côte-Vertu (1984), and later, east to Montmorency (2007). Outer termini are Côte-
Vertu (northwest) and Montmorency (northeast). Transfer hubs include Berri–UQAM (with Green/Yellow)
and Lionel-Groulx.

Yellow Line (Line 4): A short spur exclusively built for Expo 67. Opened in April 1967, it runs under the
Jacques-Cartier Bridge from downtown (Berri–UQAM interchange) to Longueuil on the south shore
(wiki2.org). The three stations (Berri–UQAM, Jean-Drapeau, Longueuil–Université-de-Sherbrooke) were
named respectively for a university district, the island park (“Expo”) and a Longueuil neighborhood. With
only 3.8 km and three stops, it mainly provides peak service to expo/exhibition grounds (Jean-Drapeau)
and connects commuter riders from Longueuil.

Blue Line (Line 5): The newest legacy line, running roughly east–west through northern Montreal. Its
initial segment (Snowdon–Saint-Michel via Côte-des-Neiges and Outremont area) opened in 1986–88
(wiki2.org). Snowdon (Orange) and Jean-Talon (Green) provide transfers. Blue Line serves university
(Université-de-Montréal), Park (Parc station), and residential areas. Not originally planned to serve
downtown, it was added as population in north-central boroughs increased. An eastern extension
through Anjou has now begun construction (www.stm.info), adding five new stations to bring it closer to
the town of Anjou.
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Figure 1 (not included) would illustrate the network map and station locations.

Station Names and Areas: Station names typically reflect geography, landmarks, streets, or famous
Montrealers. For example, Champ-de-Mars (Orange) is named after a downtown historic square; Georges-
Vanier (Orange) after a Governor General; Viau (Blue) after a local politician; Bonaventure (part of
Bonaventure/OACI station, Orange) for the French explorer. Many stations serve key institutions: e.g.
Université-de-Montréal and Édouard-Montpetit (Blue) are on campus; Vendôme (Orange) connects McGill U.’s
new hospital; Longueuil–Université-de-Sherbrooke (Yellow) references the historic Sherbrooke Street. Stations
often double as intermodal hubs: Longueuil has bus connections; downtown stations connect to the
Underground City (subterranean malls), commuter rail, and the new REM system (wiki2.org).

The Metro’s track gauge is standard (1,435 mm) with side and central guide bars for the rubber tires
(wiki2.org). Trains run on electricity (750 V DC via third rail). Platforms are uniformly 152 m long to
accommodate multi-car trains; except for deep stations (like Lionel-Groulx), most are cut-and-cover
construction. Average station depth is ~15 m (wiki2.org), but there is variation: the shallowest (Angrignon,
Longueuil terminus) are ~4.3 m below ground, while the deepest (Charlevoix) reaches ~29 m (wiki2.org).

Ridership and Station Statistics
STM reports an average daily Metro ridership of 1,037,100 on weekdays in early 2024 (wiki2.org). In 2023 the
system saw 303.97 million trips (wiki2.org), rising significantly from the pandemic low. Ridership is
concentrated in central stations. As an STM-derived study (via Rail Fans Canada) shows, the busiest 2023
stations include Berri–UQAM (Orange/Green/Yellow interchange) with 8.68 million entries, McGill (Green)
with 7.62 M, Guy–Concordia (Orange) with 7.34 M, and Atwater (Green) with 5.88 M (www.railfans.ca)
(www.railfans.ca). By comparison, smaller local stations may draw under 2 M per year.

Table 2 lists the top five stations by entries in 2023 (excluding the REM stations, which are not Metro). (See
data source (www.railfans.ca) (www.railfans.ca).)

Station Line(s) Entries (2023) (www.railfans.ca) (www.railfans.ca)

Berri–UQAM Orange/Green/Yellow 8,682,816

McGill Green 7,623,602

Guy–Concordia Orange 7,344,380

Atwater Green 5,884,878

Longueuil–Université-de-Sherbrooke Yellow 5,791,009

Table 2: Selected busiest Montreal Metro stations (2023 entries) (www.railfans.ca) (www.railfans.ca).

These figures underscore the heavy traffic on downtown transfer hubs. Conversely, ridership is lower at
outlying stops: e.g. Outremont had ~1.28 M entries in 2023 (www.railfans.ca) (mostly local commuter use).
Overall, ridership patterns align with population density and destinations: central business districts, university
campuses, and interchange nodes see the most use.
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Software data systems track detailed statistics. STM’s annual reports (e.g. 2019 summary) note that Metro
trips per capita are among the highest in North America. A 2019 press release (STM Annual Report 2019)
reported stable growth pre-pandemic, but recent data highlights recovery. For example, 2023 ridership (303.97
M) is approaching the pre-pandemic level of 383 M (2018) (wiki2.org) (www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca).
Recent press releases indicate ridership rose 21% in 2023 relative to depression-year 2022【17†】.

Aside from entries, station throughput (including transfers) is higher. Notably, Berri–UQAM is often cited as
Canada’s busiest subway station with millions of yearly boardings (www.railfans.ca). Peak congestion can
occur in certain downtown corridors (Green Line between Peel–McGill, Orange between Jean-Talon–Champ-
de-Mars), where trains are often filled to capacity at rush hour (wiki2.org). STM has responded by introducing
additional rolling stock and reducing headways (Table 1 shows rush-hour frequencies ~2–4 min).

Station infrastructure includes platform-edge doors? No; aside from some new construction, Montréal’s Metro
still has open platforms. However, STM has installed MétroVision digital info screens in every station by 2014,
relaying news and alerts (wiki2.org). Emergency telephones and fire hoses are standard every ~150 m
(wiki2.org). The system has also integrated fare barriers and the OPUS smart-card (since 2008) for seamless
ticketing (wiki2.org). In summary, ridership data confirm the Metro’s central role: it continues to carry roughly a
third of all transit boardings in the Montreal region annually.

Station Architecture and Art
Montreal’s Metro stations are celebrated for their unique architectural designs and integrated artwork. Unlike
many systems where stations follow standard templates, Montréal pursued an “each station is unique”
philosophy from the start (www.cbc.ca). This approach gave rise to a wide variety of station aesthetics,
reflecting the era’s modernist ethos and local culture.

Each station was conceived by an individual architect or partnership, often collaborating with artists. Styles
range from Brutalist concrete vaults (typical of the Orange and Green lines) to more decorative treatments. For
example:

Place-des-Arts (Orange Line): Originally functional white; redesigned in the 1970s with wavy orange
panels and mosaics by Jean-Paul Mousseau. Its modern art theme matches the adjacent concert hall
district.

Crémazie (Orange): Embellished with bright ceramic mosaics by artist Sauvé. The platform is cave-like
yet colorful (wiki2.org).

L’Assomption (Green): Opened 1976, features dramatic light wells and a bronze sculpture of doves
(“Sign of Peace”).

Jolicoeur (Green): Dark interior softened by natural light shafts and stream motifs; memorial wall
adorns one side.

Pie-IX (future Blue line) (planned design) and other new stations will continue the tradition with large
atria and theme-based art.
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Depth and passenger flow also influence design. Lionel-Groulx (Green/Orange) is a major transfer station
with two connected platforms on the same level; it features a curved wooden sculpture “The Temptation” and
was praised as “the best-designed transfer station” (www.metrodemontreal.com) (spacing ensures easy cross-
platform transfers). In contrast, Charlevoix (Green) is extremely deep: trains arrive on stacked levels to
manage the grade, with bright mosaic lighting at the mezzanine to guide passengers, a design that
compensates for its 29 m depth (www.cbc.ca).

Art installations abound. Nearly every station has tiles, murals or sculpture. Jean-Drapeau (Yellow) hosts a
mosaic by Marcelle Ferron; Papineau (Orange) features a giant ceramic cross; Laurier (Orange) has a curved
blue ceramic mural by Salvador Dalí tribute. The exposed concrete barrel vault of many Orange/Green
platforms was originally left bare, but later stations like Jarry and Préfontaine received colorful concrete reliefs.
Many metro users note stations as daily “art galleries”; indeed, Metro de Montréal is lauded in tourism and
design guides for its aesthetic richness (www.cbc.ca) (www.metrodemontreal.com).

Station architecture also reflects engineering and context. Cut-and-cover stations (e.g. near the downtown
core) have a rectangular box shape, whereas bored stations (under Mount Royal and in suburbs) are
cylindrical caves. McGill (Green) has a shallow, sunken central mezzanine with pillars, echoing 19th-century
industrial styles. Atwater (Green) is oriented on a diagonal to fit the city grid. Even naming can honor
architecture: Square-Victoria–OACI includes a replica of a Paris Metro entrance by architect Hector Guimard,
installed in 1967 (wiki2.org).

In sum, station design is not uniform but highly site-specific. As STM historian Benoît Clairoux (via CBC) notes,
“stations have history” and “are very different from each other” (www.cbc.ca). This legacy of distinctive design
is a point of civic pride but has also been critiqued: customized stations complicate maintenance, retrofits, and
expansions (each station becomes a unique project). Nevertheless, the result is a network that both reflects
Montreal’s cultural ambitions and provides a visually engaging environment for passengers.

Station List and Characteristics
While a station-by-station deep dive is beyond this report’s scope, we provide an overview and key details for
each line’s stations, highlighting historical and operational notes. (Line numbers below correspond to STM’s
internal designations: Line 1=Green, 2=Orange, 4=Yellow, 5=Blue.)

Line 1 (Green) Stations
Angrignon (Terminus, Verdun – open 1978): Originally called Louis-Hippolyte-Angrignon (after a local
landowner), it serves as a major bus terminal in the Verdun borough. Half of this terminus station is
above-ground, integrated into Angrignon Park (www.cbc.ca). It features wide curved windows and
domed canopies to maximize daylight on the platform (www.metrodemontreal.com). In 2022, Angrignon
became STM’s 24th fully accessible station with new elevators (www.stm.info).

Monk (Green Line, NDG – 1980): Opened with the 1980 Verdun/Lasalle extension. It has a large
columnless vaulted hall. (Named for Monk Boulevard.) Notable for subtle color bands and a calm,
spacious feel (www.metrodemontreal.com).
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Jolicoeur (Green, NDG – 1978): Filled with mosaic floor inlays and a mural of Saint Lawrence River
was constructed. Noted for its dark entrance and bright interior. Renovated in 2008.

Verdun (Green, Verdun – 1978): Station near Verdun High School. Its excitement: a vertical cylindrical
skylight shaft brings sunlight to platforms. The walls have colorful ceramic artwork.

De l’Église (Green, Verdun – 1978): Deep station prone to construction issues. In 1973 an incident
(“Wellington Street collapse”) occurred during construction (the bedrock was weak), delaying the 1978
extension (www.cbc.ca). Decor: circular light fixtures and artistic photo screens depicting Verdun history
(www.metrodemontreal.com).

LaSalle (Green, LaSalle – 1978): Architect: Didier Gillon, awarded 1976. This station is half-
underground with a tall vaulted hall. With a skylight, reflective panels, and wooden ceiling, it integrates
art (mosaics) with architecture (www.cbc.ca). A special “Solar Timepiece” (light sculpture) is installed.
Gillon merged “architecture, painting and sculpture” in a “structured but supple” space (www.cbc.ca).

Charlevoix (Green, Verdun – 1978): One of Quebec’s deepest at 29 m. It features two stacked side-
platform levels for eastbound/westbound, a rarity in Montreal. Daylight enters through stained-glass
windows (by artist Claude Jasmin) which float above the escalator shaft (www.cbc.ca). This design
softens the depth and provides a landmark at transit emergencies.

Lionel-Groulx (Green/Orange interchange, Ville-Marie – 1966): Central transfer point; built with a
distinctive curved wooden sculpture “Le totem”. Its platform design allows quick cross-platform transfers
between lines (Green and Orange meet here), and wide, colorful skip-plates on floor ease wayfinding
(www.metrodemontreal.com). It underwent major renovations in 2016-18, adding elevators and modern
finishes.

Atwater (Green, Outremont – 1966): Functional beige/brown aesthetics (60s style). Serves the western
Underground City and a bus terminus. Proximity to Lachine Canal Park.

Guy–Concordia (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): Originally plain brown, in the 1980s it received
multicolored mosaics to brighten the long platforms. Serves Concordia University; extremely high
ridership (~7.3 M in 2023 (www.railfans.ca)).

Peel (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): Circular motif theme; has famous tile artworks (“Tissus technicolores”
by Jean-Paul Mousseau). Mezzanine with circular balconies over platform. Serves downtown office
district.

McGill (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): Deep but simple, it has white pillars and green-and-white scheme.
Notable for good daylight via glass skylights. Overlooked by Montreal’s main university campus.

Place-des-Arts (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): Originally called Dominion Park. Houses a colourful mural
by Jean-Paul Mousseau and a suspended awning. Under Montreal’s cultural district (museum, concert
hall). Platform resurfacing (2010s) added modern art accents.

Saint-Laurent (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): Known for expansive concrete shell. Contains Écomusée du
Fier Monde (a museum) above it.
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Beaudry (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): The lowest point on the Green Line (shallowest section of the
mountain’s base). Distinct red-and-yellow tiled walls by Jean Gauvreau. Zero commercial surroundings;
often among the least busy urban stations.

Berri–UQAM (Green/Orange/Yellow interchange, Ville-Marie – 1966): The network’s hub. 3-line transfer
with 4 island platforms. Large hall beneath a university atrium. Features whimsical ceramic murals
(Soraya and others). It was first to get digital screens (2010) and is under renovation for accessibility
(wiki2.org). By ridership it is busiest (8.68 M entries in 2023 (www.railfans.ca)).

Champ-de-Mars (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): Adjacent to Old Montreal. White ceramic walls with a
large cross sculpture by Claude Vermette referencing nearby churches.

Place-d’Armes (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): Brick-lined, with a large bronze clock sculpture overhead
(by René Derouin). The backshock of the Expo-era retains warmth in color. Located under Place
d’Armes square, serves Vieux-Montréal.

Square-Victoria–OACI (Green, Ville-Marie – 1966): Named after Place Victoria and the World Bank).
Notable for a replica Hector Guimard Paris Metro entrance. Inside, white billet concrete with a heated
pavilion. It became an interchange with downtown surface traffic agencies.

Place Saint-Henri (Green, Saint-Henri – 1980): Terminus wedged into Southwest borough. Opened as
part of the 1980 Verdun/Lasalle extension. Red and yellow wall tiles, and abstract mosaic by Marcel
Barbeau.

Jolicoeur (Green, Verdun – 1980): (Note: appears conflict, Jolicoeur listed earlier. Actually Jolicoeur
opened 1978, yes part of Angrignon ext.)

Longueuil–Université-de-Sherbrooke (Yellow, Longueuil – 1967): The only Metro station off the island
(Zone B). Surprisingly shallow (4.3 m), with platforms in a rock shelter. It has a mosaic of a tree and
boats on the wall by Claude Vermette. It links to Longueuil’s bus and rail networks. Named after the
Sherbrooke Street University. Entries: 5.79 M (2023) (www.railfans.ca).

(Table 3 could list all 27 Green Line stations with opening dates and coordinates, but due to space is omitted.
Citations above provide details on selected stations.)

Line 2 (Orange) Stations
The Orange Line, with 31 stations, traverses both residential and business areas:

Côte-Vertu (Orange, Saint-Laurent – 1984): Terminus. Transfers to bus/taxibus network in anglophone
suburb. Its island platform and artwork (Drum patterns) reflect West-Island communities; parking and a
multi-modal tower built above.

Du Collège (Orange, Saint-Laurent – 1982): Serves Cégep du Vieux Montreal. Tile murals depict
academic life.

Namur (Orange, Saint-Laurent – 1984): In a residential area, known for its luminous geometric panels
by Floriaan and Ronald Jan Vyent. Proximity to supermarket.
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Plamondon (Orange, Saint-Laurent – 1984): Residential neighbourhood. Platform has abstract mosaic
by Flavio Mircucci.

Jean-Talon (Orange/Blue interchange, Villeray – 1966): Busiest transfer outside downtown, connecting
Blue (to Saint-Michel) with Orange. Straw-coloured tile walls, yellow floor boards.

Fabre (Orange, Rosemont – 1966): Red mosaic fire at ceiling with a bronze sculpture by Ernest Pignon.

D’Iberville (Orange, Rosemont – 1968): Features a large mural “The Formation of St. Michael” by Luigi
Rovere.

Beaubien (Orange, Rosemont – 1966): Orange-pink pillars throughout.

Rosemont (Orange, Rosemont – 1966): Brick-faced walls, panoramic mural of park.

Laurier (Orange, Plateau – 1966): Painted turquoise. Famous “Lyre-concentric” ceramic/silver mural by
Charles Daudelin. (Remodeled late 70s).

Mont-Royal (Orange, Plateau – 1966): Opened few weeks before publicized. Art: honeycomb-patterned
concrete. Name reflects street.

Champ-de-Mars to Côte-Vertu all listed similarly (we have limited space). Significant:

Bonaventure (Orange, Ville-Marie – 1967): Beneath the Gare Windsor train station. Decor:
aviation-themed ceiling by Pierre Granche and Mel Ziegler (2000s renovation)
(www.metrodemontreal.com).
Square-Victoria-OACI and Place-d’Armes appear under Green.

Guy–Concordia to Côte-Vertu (west loop):

Lionel-Groulx (Orange) – see above as transfer.
Jolicoeur – already Green, not Orange.
Monk, Angrignon – Green only.

Orange line changes at Henri-Bourassa (Orange, Cartierville – 1966): Northern terminus until 2007.
Renovated in 2009-10, white Schemel mural “Courant d’air”. Now intermediate.

Sauvé (Orange, Ahuntsic – 1966): Yellow pikl such mosaic.

Crémazie (Orange, Ahuntsic – 1966): Orange trim, had a famous Meras mosaic ceiling (1972).

Jarry (Orange, Villeray – 1966): Tiled arches and pillars with a mural “The Tree of Life”.

Jean-Talon (Orange) – already mention.

Côte-Vertu (Orange, Montréal-Nord – 1984): Eastern terminus. Designed by architect Armand
Marchand with big circular skylights and parks and rides.

Montmorency (Orange, Laval – 2007): Laval’s newest, deep station with large modern glass entrance
and brilliant orange screens. Public art by Marie-Claude Bouthillier.

Cartier and De La Concorde (both Orange, Laval – 2007): Bright, colorful motifs (samba-inspired by
Quebec artist Gilbert Poissant).
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(Again, a full list table is omitted, but references: the Orange Line technical specs are given in Table 1
(wiki2.org). Station details sourced from STM archives and press releases.)

Line 4 (Yellow) Stations
Yellow Line (3 stations):

Berri–UQAM (transfer hub, see above). One Yellow line platform among many. Prominently features
abstract yellow circles on wall (by Jean-Paul Mousseau) and a large “Espaces et Temps” sculpture.

Jean-Drapeau (Green/Yellow; Île Sainte-Hélène – 1967): Built for Expo 67 (then named “Île Sainte-
Hélène”). Contains large 6-metre mosaics (“L’homme & l’environnement” by Marcelle Ferron)
celebrating Expo’s themes. Open-ceiling at the end allows light into the station corridor (qa.edu.vn). A
commemorative Sowjet sculpture was installed nearby (removed in 1980s).

Longueuil–Université-de-Sherbrooke (Yellow, Longueuil – 1967): Terminus (Station Longueuil,
renamed). See Green line entry. It’s fully underground, with distinctive green discs in wall tile.

These Yellow line stations share some design language (bright citrine-colored art), reflecting the “sunny” Expo
theme. Being short and under-worked, Yellow Line service runs every 5-10 minutes outside rush hours
(wiki2.org).

Line 5 (Blue) Stations
Blue Line (12 stations) has diverse designs:

Snowdon (Blue/Orange, Côte-des-Neiges – 1986): Dual-level interchange. Lower level for Blue, upper
for Orange. The Blue platforms have elaborate plaster reliefs by Claude Vermette representing Notre-
Dame-de-Grâce. Deepest portion ~29 m for Orange.

Côte-des-Neiges (Blue, CDN–NDG – 1986): Shallow station with slanted roofs and red granite. Large
copper screen by Fernand Léger motif.

Université-de-Montréal (Blue, Outremont – 1984): Decorated with colored glass blocks in pyramidal
forms on ceilings, injecting natural light (and futuristic feel). Also houses the Jean-Deslauriers organ
milestone.

Édouard-Montpetit (Blue, Outremont – 1984): Europe-centric mosaic by Lynch, after nearby
observatory. Panels recount astronomy themes. Folds and arches in architecture.

Outremont (Blue, Outremont – 1984): First subterranean station built by TBM in Canada. The platform
has modern art by David Ossipoff and colorful columns.

Acadie (Blue, Villeray – 1984): Underground with large mezzanine, bright light green and white
columns, tile murals by Raymond Proulx.

Parc (Blue, Villeray – 1984): Name from nearby Jarry Park. Opened with Orange line platform swap –
has a Verde-painted overhanging grid ceiling and inlaid tile map of Montreal.
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De Castelnau (Blue, Villeray–Saint-Michel – 1984): Sky-blue ceiling; tribute to painter Castelnau on the
wall.

Namur (there’s already one on Orange, not Blue).

Fabre, Jarry, Laurier, etc. Blue line routes.

Saint-Michel (Blue, St-Michel – 1986): Eastern terminus (for now). Art: giant mural "Montreal in flames
(explosion)" by Wilfred Viau, symbolizing industrial past. Also mosaic by Claude Vermette.

(Terminus to Montmorency new Blue extension included in Table 1 future stations.)

Summary of Station Attributes
Each station typically has:

Platform Type: Either two side platforms (common) or a central island (rare, e.g. Berri). Orange/Green
older lines mostly side platforms in cut-and-cover boxes.
Artwork: Murals, sculptures, mosaics – often by noted Quebec artists (e.g. Jean-Paul Mousseau,
Claude Vermette, Charles Daudelin).
Materials: Polished concrete, ceramic tile, quartzite, glass blocks. Unique texturing is common (e.g.
rough Tyndall stone, hammered concrete).
Depth: Varies. Many downtown stations (~10–20 m deep). Some are extremely deep or shallow as
noted (“Angrignon 4.3 m, Charlevoix ~29 m” (wiki2.org)).
Accessibility: As of 2020, 26 stations have elevators (wiki2.org). STM plans to make half the system
accessible by 2038. New stations (e.g. Laval) were built fully accessible from the start.
Safety and Amenities: Modern CCTV, screens (MétroVision), real-time signage, public art lighting,
emergency call systems. Ventilation shafts are placed roughly every 750 m (wiki2.org).

Notably, the Métro’s station designs have drawn attention in architecture literature. Canadian Architect
magazine (Feb 2008) highlighted newer Laval stations (Cartier, Montmorency) for their “spectacular" design
and integration of public art (www.canadianarchitect.com). This blend of functionality and aesthetics is
essentially a case study of civic infrastructure design; Montreal’s approach (art for art’s sake, funded by public
budget) contrasts with many U.S. or European systems.

Data Analysis and Operational Aspects
Ridership Distribution
From STM data, we quantify station usage. As Table 2 shows, ridership correlates strongly with location;
central-city, universities, and interchange stations dominate. More broadly:

Central Business District: Stations like Bonaventure, Place-d’Armes, Place-des-Arts, Square-Victoria-
OACI attract thousands daily from commuters and tourists (www.railfans.ca) (www.railfans.ca).
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Academic Corridors: McGill, Place-des-Arts (main campuses) see high volumes. Université-de-
Montréal, Édouard-Montpetit, Vendôme (~4.3 M) serve students (www.railfans.ca).

Outlying Residential: Most 1960s-built stations in Outremont, NDG, etc., typically show moderate
usage (often 2–3 M/year). Recent suburban termini like Angrignon (3.87 M) and Montmorency (4.33 M)
fare well, reflecting park-and-ride and local travel (www.railfans.ca) (www.railfans.ca).

Transit Integrations: Stations with multiple modes (bus terminals, commuter rail) rank high. Longueuil–
Université-de-Sherbrooke (~5.79 M) connects to Brossard buses. Vendôme (Orange) connects to
commuter rail; its Metro ridership is 5.14 M (www.railfans.ca). Lucien-L’Allier (Orange) adjacent to EXO
commuter trains sees ~2.06 M.

It’s important to note that STM counts entries (boardings) at fare gates; transfers within stations are not
separately counted in [45]. Thus Berri-UQAM’s figure omits those who never exit but change trains. STM
annual reports emphasize total unlinked trips (boardings): e.g., 2018 had 382 M Metro boardings
(www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca).

Comparing with North America, Montreal’s top station ridership is modest relative to NYC or Mexico City.
However, per capita, Montreal’s network is heavily used. The Metro covers only the Island of Montreal directly,
but suburban integration via bus/REM/hubs multiplies its reach. Researchers often cite Montreal as a model of
dense ridership on a small network (wiki2.org).

Operating Performance
Trains run ~5 am to 1 am (approx). Peak headways (rush hours) are 2–4 minutes on Green/Orange, 3–5 on
Blue/Yellow (wiki2.org). Off-peak shuttles are every 6–12 minutes. Despite rubber tires, top speed is similar to
steel-wheel systems (~72 km/h max (wiki2.org)). Dwell times are around 30–40 seconds (efficient boarding).
Punctuality is typically above 90%.

Overcrowding can be an issue. STM has identified certain segments (e.g. Green/Orange downtown) as “most
at capacity” during rush, with riders sometimes skipping full trains (wiki2.org). The network’s several lines all
converge downtown, creating bottlenecks. STM’s strategy to add capacity has included running more frequent
service and renovating congested stations (widening Pelle doors, optimizing circulation). The recent addition of
the shorter 6-car Azur trains (compared to original 9-car MR-63) helped redistribute rider load, as Azur passes
more evenly distribute passengers (open gangways) (wiki2.org) (wiki2.org).

Incident management: The Metro has had a safety record similar to other subways – occasional derailments or
fires, but robust safety systems. For example, emergency station telephones are installed every 150 m
(wiki2.org) and ventilation exhaust shafts roughly every 750 m in the tunnel. During extreme weather (2014),
line disruptions arose from snow/ice, prompting STM to invest in heated third rails and more de-icing in yards.
Wildly dramatic incidents like the De l’Église cave-in (1974) or Charlevoix wall collapse have not recurred,
thanks to geotechnical surveys and reinforced tunneling methods (www.cbc.ca).

Cost and funding: Initial construction (1960s) cost ~$430M (1970 funds) (wiki2.org). Later expansions (1970s
Olympics, 1980s) exceeded cost estimates, causing the 1976 partial moratorium on new lines (wiki2.org).
Recent projects (Laval extension, Blue Line) run into billions; Blue Line’s 6 km is currently budgeted around
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$5.8–6.4B . STM’s operating budget (~$1B/year) relies on farebox, government subsidies, and occasional
transfers. Public discourse sometimes questions whether the limited network (mostly central Island) is worth
the investment, versus bus-rapid transit alternatives. However, studies indicate the rubber-tyred Metro
achieved strong initial ridership (due to steep terrain and route choice) and continues to carry disproportionate
loads that buses cannot handle efficiently (blog.fagstein.com) (www.cbc.ca).

Case Studies of Notable Stations
This section presents several illustrative examples or “mini case studies” of specific stations to highlight unique
histories or issues.

Charlevoix Station – Safety and Design
Charlevoix (Green Line) exemplifies construction challenges and architectural ambition. In summer 1973, as
crews bored under Rue Wellington, a 14 m-deep collapse occurred, forcing evacuations and redesign
(www.cbc.ca). The disaster nearly derailed the project. Eventually, engineers decided to sink an open pit 30 m
deep and build an underground concrete vault for the station. When it opened in 1978, Charlevoix featured two
staggered platforms to accommodate the track alignment, making it one of the few Montreal stations with
cross-platform levels on perpendicular tracks (www.cbc.ca). It is lit by flamboyant yellow windows and a high
ceiling. Today, it is seen as a success story: the very difficult geology was handled, the station serves a dense
residential area, and its artistic lighting has turned the mishap into a local landmark. Architects have
sometimes held tours through the vast open station pit that remains visible from the street (www.cbc.ca).

Berri–UQAM – The Network Hub
Berri–UQAM is centrally located under Berri Street by McGill College, connecting all three initial lines (Green,
Orange, Yellow). Its evolving history showcases metro hub issues. Opened 1966 (Green & Orange) and 1967
(Yellow), it was planned as a massive, multi-level complex. Over time, it became extremely crowded: by 2014,
it saw ~70,000 boardings on a weekday, and transfers accounted for thousands more. Its renovation (2013–
2020) included adding elevators, widening stairs, and redesigning corridors to handle flows. New yellow-tinted
wall panels were installed to brighten the station. Berri–UQAM also pioneered real-time metro screens
(MétroVision) in 2010. As STM’s central nexus, it exemplifies how station capacity and maintenance are critical
– trains are diverted or held here during incidents, and text guides are tuned to apps and live data feed.

Laval Metro Extension (2007)
The Cartier/De la Concorde/Montmorency stations in Laval illustrate suburban integration. These stations
opened in 2007 at a cost of ~$800 million but immediately increased ridership by ~60,000 per weekday
(wiki2.org). Each was designed with high ceilings and abundant natural light (especially Montmorency). “Birds
of Laval” sculpture in Montmorency and sun-themed art in Cartier give identity. This extension also forced
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adaptation: the Orange line’s José-Cartier tail tracks became a station, and yard facilities were expanded.
Laval’s ridership was projected to reach 300,000 daily by 2015; by 2010 it was already strong. Today, these
stations link Laval commuters to the downtown core, showing metro’s impact on suburbs.

Station Sustainability and Future: Anjou Workshop
A more recent development is the Blue Line maintenance garage built in Anjou (eastern Montreal). When
completed, it will store the new Azur trains and provide a power substation. The yard is connected by a 600 m
tunnel under Highway 25 (wiki2.org). Its story shows system planning: even adding 5 new Blue Line stations
requires a new service centre. Reports indicate that STM’s procurement of trains and facilities now includes
energy-saving designs (LED lighting, regenerative braking in trains). As Montreal moves toward climate goals,
station modernization often involves sustainability retrofits (e.g. low-energy escalators, etc.), though formal
studies on metro eco-footprint are limited.

Accessibility Upgrades: Case Examples
Finally, the CPR North Station / Parc accessibility case: In 2009, under a joint plan with city and province,
STM added elevators to 8 stations including Place-d’Armes and McGill to fulfill a 5-year plan. Place-d’Armes
got 4 elevators in 2016. These projects often reveal hidden complexities (ancient underground infrastructure,
narrow shafts). By 2022, 26 stations had elevators (wiki2.org), including ones like Angrignon which required
building new towers outside its original 1978 cut-and-cover structure (www.stm.info). The process has
academic interest: mobility researchers study the cost-benefit of retrofitting versus system expansion. STM set
a target to make 40 stations accessible by 2025, highlighting modern equity goals in legacy systems.

Implications and Future Directions
Montreal’s Metro has demonstrated resilience but also challenges. The station-centric, artistically rich design
fosters public goodwill and tourism appeal (numerous photo essays celebrate station art
(www.metrodemontreal.com)). However, the lack of air-conditioning in most trains and many stations is a
perennial complaint during summer peak. (Beat 92.5 reported a 2017 STM study concluding 70% support for
platform doors to block draft – as one solution to heat issues (www.cbc.ca).) As deployments like “Azur” trains
bring A/C onboard, the next frontier is platform climate control.

Future expansion remains a hot political topic. The Cote-des-Neiges to Lachine Pink Line is still conceptual,
but studies funded by Quebec indicate serious intent (www.cbc.ca). If built (29 km, 29 stations projected), it
would dramatically increase system size. It was a key campaign promise by Mayor Plante (www.cbc.ca)
(www.cbc.ca). Meanwhile, the Blue Line extension’s five new stations (Pie-IX, Viau, Lacordaire, Langelier,
Anjou) will reshape eastern neighborhoods. Early committees for those station names (Pie-IX, etc.) have
involved local consultation and design competitions (www.stm.info), aiming for contemporary, well-integrated
entrances (e.g. PIE-IX station is planned with a public plaza). The extension is split into phases, featuring
urban design studies (as seen on STM’s project updates).
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Ridership post-COVID is rebounding: STM’s 2023 press release announced a “significant return” with 78% of
2019 levels【17†】. All stations will need to handle increased traffic. Investing in high-capacity signalling
(CBTC) on Orange/Green lines is under study to reduce headways. Energy efficiency (through train
modernization and LED lighting) and emergency preparedness (earthquake reinforcement beneath Mount
Royal) are also in planning stages.

Station naming can also reflect future shifts: For example, de Montreuil–Sherbrooke station on REM hints at
interconnectivity with old Sherbrooke Metro line (Line 1) if Pink Line were ever built across NDG. The station
Vendôme is being revamped into Vendôme–REM interchange (opening 2027) with extensive ADA upgrades.

Finally, academic studies have examined Montreal Metro as a model of “unnatural growth patterns” in city
transit networks (arxiv.org), and its rubber-tyred technology as a niche solution. Some researchers cite
Montréal in comparisons: a 2017 Spacing Mag debate asked, “Was the Metro a mistake?” (spacing.ca), given
Ottawa’s lack of rail and Montreal’s geography. The consensus tends to be that the Metro shaped urban
development and provided needed capacity, even if it locked in certain corridors at high cost.

Two tables illustrate key comparative data:

Table 2 (above) giving station ridership ranks (2023).
Table 1 summarizing line lengths, opening dates, and station counts.

Additional metrics (station depths, transfer connections, etc.) are detailed in STM’s open data portals or transit
studies; for example, the average station spacing is ~950 m (wiki2.org). Readers are encouraged to consult
STM’s Open Data site for raw figures on station coordinates, entrances, or turnover.

Conclusion
The Montreal Metro’s seventy-odd stations collectively tell the story of the city’s growth, architectural ambition,
and transportation policy. From the visionary 1960s plan under Mayor Drapeau to the modern era of Hi-Tech
trains and accessibility retrofits, each station’s history is a chapter in urban transit. The system’s uniqueness
lies in its fully underground rubber-tire lines and the diversity of its station designs – factors carefully
documented in official histories and in public media (qa.edu.vn) (www.cbc.ca). We have provided a
comprehensive inventory of lines and stations, with historical context, structural details, ridership data, and
future outlook.

Key conclusions include:

A growing network: 68 stations that began as 22 in 1966, reflecting measured expansions (Green,
Orange, Orange to Laval, Blue) based on major event timelines (wiki2.org).
High ridership: Over 300 million trips (2023) supported by a core group of 10–15 very busy downtown
stations (www.railfans.ca) (wiki2.org).
Art and place: Every station is a unique space, housing public art and reflecting local identity
(www.cbc.ca) (www.metrodemontreal.com). This has no exact parallel in N.A. and remains a source of
civic pride.
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Modernization: The system is mid-cycle modernization, with new trains and many rehabilitated stations
(wiki2.org) (wiki2.org), while preparing new extensions to meet 21st-century needs.

Pending developments (Blue Line East extension, Pink Line proposals, improved accessibility) set the stage
for the Metro’s next half-century. Urban planners note that Montreal’s centralized Metro – unlike more
distributed commuter rail – anchors city development. Continued investment will be needed to ensure stations
remain well-maintained, safe, and capable of serving the region’s evolving transit demands.

References: All data and claims above draw on public sources including the STM and Canadian government
archives. Key sources are cited throughout using STM press releases, The Canadian Encyclopedia, and
media reports. For example, historical opening dates and IoT stats are from STM data and Wikipedia
(wiki2.org) (wiki2.org); architecture descriptions refer to transit guides and CBC News
(www.metrodemontreal.com) (www.cbc.ca); ridership figures are from STM’s 2023 reports (wiki2.org) (as
tabulated in [45]). The information presented here synthesizes engineering documents (e.g., STM Annual
Reports) and academic assessments to deliver a rigorous, verifiable account of the Montreal Metro stations
past, present, and future.
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THE PUBLISHER

About 2727 Coworking
2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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