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Executive Summary
Montreal has emerged as a major startup and innovation hub, consistently ranking among the top global
ecosystems. Recent analyses (2023–2024) place Montréal’s ecosystem at #39 worldwide, with nearly $39
billion of startup “ecosystem value” created from mid-2021 to 2023 (startupgenome.com)
(startupgenome.com). Key strengths today include world-class AI research (anchored by Mila and related
institutes), a dominant video game industry, and a vibrant creative and cultural scene (shoutex.com)
(shoutex.com). The city’s tech sector is large and growing – for example, in 2022 Montreal’s software industry
contributed $26.7 billion CAD to Quebec’s GDP (zipdo.co), and the region employs over 75,000 software
developers and IT professionals (Canada’s second-largest tech workforce after Toronto) (zipdo.co). Startups
in Montréal attract substantial investment: the city’s tech startups raised $9 billion in VC from 2020–2024
(five active unicorns) (www.digitaljournal.com), and AI ventures alone secured more than $800 million in 2024
(shoutex.com).

Crucially, networking events and conferences play a central role in this ecosystem. Industry observers
emphasize that startup networking events are “crucial,” enabling entrepreneurs to build alliances,
learn, and meet investors (www.startupcity.com). In Montréal, the variety of gatherings – from large-scale
festivals to grassroots meetups – creates continuous opportunities for founders, investors, and innovators to
connect (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). The city hosts iconic events like Startupfest (annual
mid-summer festival for startups), C2 Montréal (creative business conference), and the World Summit AI
Canada, alongside numerous specialized meetups (e.g. Tech Toronto’s Startup Grind Montréal, women-in-tech
networks, sector-specific forums, etc.). These events are not only socially vibrant (“like a music festival, but for
startups” as Reddit cofounder Alexis Ohanian observed (startupfest.com)) but also highly productive – for
example, founders have credited them with securing investment and even startup exits.
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This report provides a comprehensive analysis of Montréal’s summer 2026 business networking landscape,
covering the historical context, current state, and future direction. We document existing summer 2026 events
(the flagship being Startupfest, July 8–10, 2026) as well as year-round gatherings; present data on ecosystem
size, growth, and event attendance; and include case studies of representative events. We also examine the
implications of these networking activities for Montreal’s startup community and for entrepreneurs at large.
Throughout, claims and data are corroborated by authoritative sources.

Introduction and Background
Montréal’s entrepreneurial ecosystem has grown dramatically over the past decade. By late 2024, Montreal
ranked as “one of the top 40 global startup ecosystems”, advancing one spot from 2023 (startupgenome.com).
The ecosystem’s value (a metric combining start-up valuations and exits) rose at a 28% compound annual
growth rate between 2019–2021 and 2021–2023, reaching an aggregate $39 billion from mid-2021 through
the end of 2023 (startupgenome.com). Exceptional areas of strength include life sciences, fintech, and
cleantech, supported by dense talent and research institutions (startupgenome.com) (shoutex.com). Montréal
also enjoys a cost advantage over other North American tech hubs (operational costs 30–40% below
Toronto’s) (shoutex.com) and robust public-private partnerships, all of which fuel startup activity.

Several independent reports highlight Montréal’s innovation profile. One Startup Genome analysis (Dec. 2024)
notes that immigrants and the city’s unique character make Montreal “the most entrepreneurial” city in the
world, according to Shopify President Harley Finkelstein (startupgenome.com). Montréal’s global rank (#39) is
complemented by a top-10 North American ranking for “affordable talent” and “bang-for-buck,” reflecting
superior VC runway and hiring cost efficiency (startupgenome.com). That study, prepared with local
stakeholders (Startup Montréal, Montréal International, Quebec’s economy ministry, etc.), emphasizes
Montréal’s growth trajectory: its ecosystem value grew 28% in the latest period (startupgenome.com), even
as VC investment dipped slightly globally. A Digital Journal summary (June 2025) likewise reported that
Montréal secured $9 billion in venture funding from 2020–2024 (www.digitaljournal.com) and fostered five
unicorn enterprises (Mircosoft, Shopify co-founder Toby Lutke even lauded the “optimism” around Canadian
startups at Startupfest’s 2024 edition (www.startupfest.com)). In sum, Montréal is a large, maturing ecosystem
– Canada’s second-largest and among North America’s top 20 in talent – that embraces both deep-tech (AI,
quantum, biotech) and creative industries (games, culture, design) (startupgenome.com) (shoutex.com).

In this witnesses ecosystem context, networking events become vital accelerators. The Montreal ecosystem
comprises not just firms and investors, but also a dense fabric of community groups and events. Major
global surveys of startup ecosystems routinely cite community confidence as a key factor; Montréal’s
innovation scene “pulses with events big and small,” according to 2727 Coworking’s 2025 Montréal report
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). These gatherings serve as the handshake face of the ecosystem.
They range from the large-scale (multiday conferences drawing thousands) to the grassroots (weekly club
meetups for niche interests), but all share a common purpose: bringing together founders, investors, mentors,
and talent.In the words of one industry commentator, “networking is the catalyst for startup growth and
innovation.” Startups rely on events to “build alliances, learn from peers, and stay updated on industry
trends,” effectively viewing networking as “an investment in the company’s future” (www.startupcity.com).
Investors likewise patrol these events as a “goldmine for scouting new talent and innovative ideas”
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(www.startupcity.com). The Montreal business community reflects this ethos. The array of local events –
conferences, pitch nights, mentor panels, hackathons and more – is designed to maximize serendipity and
connection. For example, official documentation on Startupfest notes that the festival “emphasizes networking
and mentorship”, offering curated content, 1:1 mentor/investor meetings, and startup pitch competitions
(2727coworking.com).

This report explores Montreal’s networking ecosystem in depth. We first outline Montreal’s current
innovation ecosystem and the theory of why networking matters (background). We then provide a structured
survey of events relevant to Summer 2026 (and the surrounding year) – including conferences, workshops,
meetups, and public showcases – with data on dates, formats, and participants. We integrate quantitative and
qualitative analysis: citing statistics on attendance or economic impact where available, and quoting first-hand
testimonials when illustrative (for instance, Startupfest alumni credit). Case studies highlight notable examples
(a startup festival, a youth demo day, a founder panel). Finally, we discuss the implications and future
outlook: how Montreal’s event ecosystem might evolve with emerging trends (AI, Web3, diversity initiatives)
and what it means for startup growth. All claims are backed by credible sources, with citations throughout.

Montreal’s Startup Ecosystem: Growth and
Global Standing
Montreal’s entrepreneurial capacity is underpinned by strong foundations. It is home to leading universities and
research labs that produce talent: for instance, the Mila AI institute (founded by Yoshua Bengio) and centres at
McGill and UdeM feed the AI cluster (shoutex.com). The city’s gaming industry is world-leading (Ubisoft,
Warner, EA, etc.), employing 15,000+ game developers as of 2025 (shoutex.com), which spawns crossovers
into VR/AR and entertainment startup niches. Government incentives – from generous R&D tax credits to
dedicated immigration programs – further enhance Montréal’s attractiveness (shoutex.com). These
advantages translate into concrete scale: Montreal is often cited as Canada’s 2nd-largest tech cluster (after
Toronto) (shoutex.com). In 2022 alone, Montreal’s software industry added about $26.7 billion CAD to
Quebec’s GDP (zipdo.co), and the region exported $9.1 billion in tech products (with software contributing
45%) (zipdo.co). Employment in tech has been surging: between 2020 and 2023 Montreal’s tech sector
expanded by some 11.2% (well above overall job growth) (zipdo.co).

In recent years Montreal has also accumulated startup successes. The Startup Genome 2025 report
(published Dec. 2024) highlights that Montreal’s ecosystem created $39 billion of value from July 2021 to Dec
2023 (startupgenome.com), reflecting sustained exit activity and equity value. The city’s tech startups raised
$9 billion in VC funding over 2020–2024, supporting five official “unicorn” companies
(www.digitaljournal.com). Importantly, Montreal punches above its weight: its median Series A deal (~$10.9M)
surpasses the global average (www.digitaljournal.com), indicating healthier funding rounds than many peer
cities. Major corporate investments have followed – for example, Montréal International reported that foreign
investors injected $2.7B in 2024 alone into Québec industries (www.montrealinternational.com). These figures
illustrate that Montreal’s ecosystem is financially robust.
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At the international level, Montreal’s prospects are widely praised. Startup Genome’s director (JF Gauthier)
celebrated “Montreal’s rise in the top 40 ranking and impressive $39 billion in Ecosystem Value,” crediting
collaborative ecosystem leadership (startupgenome.com). Shopify President Harley Finkelstein put it
succinctly: “I don’t think there’s any city in the world that is more entrepreneurial than Montréal”
(startupgenome.com). The city even leverages its cultural identity: Montreal’s festivals and creative culture
(music, arts, gaming) create a congenial environment for innovation (shoutex.com) (shoutex.com). Economists
note that the “Bang for buck” metric (startup runway per dollar of funding) is among North America’s best for
Montréal (startupgenome.com).

Table 1 (below) summarizes some key indicators and prominent organizations that define Montreal’s
networked startup environment:

Indicator /
Organization

Data / Role Source(s)

Global rank (GSER
2025)

Montréal #39 (up one rank from GSER 2024) Startup Genome
(startupgenome.com)

Ecosystem Value $39 billion (Jul 2021–Dec 2023, +28% CAGR vs prior period) Startup Genome
(startupgenome.com)

VC funding (2020–
2024)

$9.0 billion, five unicorns; median Series A: $10.9M (above global avg) DigitalJournal (GSER
summary)
(www.digitaljournal.com)

# of Developers
(2023)

~75,000 software/IT professionals (2nd-largest in Canada, after Toronto) ZipDo Stats (zipdo.co)

Tech GDP
contribution (2022)

$26.7 billion CAD contributed by software/R&D to Quebec’s GDP ZipDo Stats (zipdo.co)

Major Sectors AI research (Mila, IVADO), Life Sciences, Gaming (15,000+ jobs),
Fintech, Cleantech, Creative Tech

Forbes, Montreal International
(shoutex.com)

Local ecosystem
leads

Startup Montréal (sanctioned ecosystem coordinator); Montréal
International (foreign investment); Québec Tech (provincial tech
association)

Corporate/agency reports

Support
organizations

YES Montréal (entrepreneur support), Centech, Notman House (startup
hubs*), Techstars Montréal, InnoCité MTL, etc.

Various (YES, Centech sites)

*Montréal’s Notman House (long a startup hub) is undergoing restructuring in 2025 (betakit.com).

The upshot: Montreal is a medium-major global tech city with a bustling, well-supported startup
ecosystem, and its success increasingly depends on connection points – networking events – among
entrepreneurs and stakeholders. We now examine how Montreal’s event calendar fulfills that role.
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The Role of Networking in Entrepreneurship
The idiom “it’s not what you know but who you know” has special resonance for startups. Founders often cite
network effects as critical to their success. Academic literature on entrepreneurship underscores that dense
networks increase opportunity discovery and resource access (www.startupcity.com). Practically, networking
events are where “handshakes happen, deals spark, and knowledge is exchanged.” For entrepreneurs, these
events are an essential marketing and education channel: they generate leads, secure feedback, and attract
talent and partners. From the investor’s perspective, events are equally strategic: venture capitalists and
angels regularly attend conferences and meetups to find promising startups before a formal pitch process
(covering “new talent and innovative ideas” as one article put it (www.startupcity.com)).

Industry observers concur that networking is a high-return activity. A recent analysis notes that “Startups
benefit from networking events for alliance building, learning, and staying updated on industry
trends”, calling networking an “investment in the company’s future” (www.startupcity.com). Those authors
explain that networking enhances brand visibility, knowledgeflow, and even talent acquisition, all of which are
crucial for scaling young companies (www.startupcity.com). The same source argues that networking leads to
strategic partnerships and better investor relations, effectively shortening a startup’s path to funding
(www.startupcity.com).

Montreal’s startup community clearly embodies this ethos. The diversity of voices literally speaks to it: as one
organizer put it, Montreal “offers a plethora of events and meetups designed to inspire transformation and
evolution” among entrepreneurs (montrealtips.com). The meta-report by 2727 Coworking (2025) put it thusly:
“Montreal’s vibrant startup ecosystem hosts year-round networking events, from large-scale conferences to
grassroots meetups, bringing together entrepreneurs, investors, and creative professionals”
(2727coworking.com). This broad calendar spans formal conferences (with keynotes, expos, pitch stages) and
informal gatherings (coffees, hackathons, demos), creating multiple networking channels.

The COVID-19 era validated this need: after two years of Zoom fatigue, participants in 2022 emphatically
sought face-to-face meetings. Startupfest’s own recap noted that 2022’s edition was guided by the mantra
“less talking heads, more heads talking,” deploying technologies (like a “matchmaking algorithm”) to ensure in-
person interactions (www.startupfest.com). In other words, the value of in-person networking was reaffirmed,
and organizers doubled down with creative formats to maximize connections. Today, hybrid and live events
coexist, but the emphasis on personal contact remains paramount. Montreal’s ecosystem has poured
resources into this—both in time and money—because networking is seen as a force multiplier for startup
success (www.startupcity.com) (www.startupfest.com).

In summary, networking events are a cornerstone of Montreal’s startup model. As context we note: they
are not ends in themselves, but a means to catalyze entrepreneurship. The rest of this report will detail this
extensive “networking pipeline” in Montreal, especially focusing on Summer 2026, when events like Startupfest
will knit together the ecosystem anew.
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Types of Networking Events in Montreal
Montreal’s event ecosystem can be grouped into several categories. Below we outline the main types and
highlight representative examples (with citations). The ensuing sections then delve into prominent 2026
happenings.

Conferences and Summits
Major conferences and summits draw large attendance and often international audiences. These events are
typically organized by well-known entities and feature multi-day agendas. In Montreal’s case, flagship events
include:

Startupfest (July 8–10, 2026) – Montreal’s premier startup festival. Founded 2011, Startupfest
“welcomed over 15,000 of the world’s leading founders and investors” in its history
(www.startupfest.com), turning the Old Port into a 3-day startup “festival.” Attendees enjoy startup
showcases, keynote stages, party networking and structured speed-meetings. The festival explicitly
“emphasizes networking and mentorship” through curated sessions and one-on-one meetings
(2727coworking.com). It has been lauded by international figures – Alexis Ohanian said “It’s like a music
festival, but for startups” (startupfest.com) – and alumni like Facebook’s Guy Rosen credit it with major
outcomes (pitching Onavo at Startupfest led to a $115M acquisition) (www.startupfest.com). (See Case
Study below for details on Startupfest 2026.)

C2 Montréal (May 2026, recurring) – A high-profile creativity & business summit created by Cirque du
Soleil and Sid Lee. C2 is not strictly “tech-only” but is crucial to Montreal’s creative economy and cross-
sector networking. The 2025 theme (“Motion: The Art of Taking Action”) underscores collaboration. C2
immerses participants in an experiential campus (at the Old Port’s Grand Quay) with workshops, labs,
and networking events (2727coworking.com). It “brings together creative minds, leaders and change-
makers to spark collaboration,” combining business and creativity (2727coworking.com). While next C2
Montreal is held in spring, its planning and networking effects stretch into the summer.

World Summit AI Canada (annual, ~April) – The largest AI conference in Canada. In 2025 it convened
April 15–16 in Montreal (americas.worldsummit.ai). Its agenda (machine learning, ethics, AI in
enterprise) attracts global AI experts (e.g. Yoshua Bengio, Joëlle Pineau, Gary Marcus)
(americas.worldsummit.ai) (americas.worldsummit.ai). Summit AI creates networking across academia,
startups, and corporations in Montreal’s strong AI cluster.

Industry Summits – Various sector conferences occur year-round. For example, Finance Montréal’s
Canada FinTech Forum (Sept annually, e.g. Sept 22–23, 2025) becomes a meeting point for fintech
startups and banks (2727coworking.com). Similarly, Montréal hosts fintech, cybersecurity, biotech and
marketing conferences (as illustrated in [36]), each providing networking within those industries.
Examples: the 2025 Quebec Cybersecurity Conf. (Oct 2025 (globalconference.ca)), the International
Conference on Engineering & Technology (late 2025 (globalconference.ca)), etc. These sector events
often integrate local startups into global dialogues.
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https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20startup%20event
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025#:~:text=Startupfest%20is%20Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20and,The%202025%20theme%20is%20%E2%80%9CAmbition%2B%2C%E2%80%9D
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https://americas.worldsummit.ai/#:~:text=%23%2015
https://americas.worldsummit.ai/#:~:text=After%20the%20huge%20success%20of,a%20better%20future%20for%20all
https://americas.worldsummit.ai/#:~:text=%23%2015
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025#:~:text=Canada%20Fintech%20Forum%202025%20
https://globalconference.ca/top-10-technology-conferences-in-montreal/#:~:text=2
https://globalconference.ca/top-10-technology-conferences-in-montreal/#:~:text=7,Technology


Tech and Innovation Expos – Events like Montréal AI & Big Data Summit or Human of AI (though not
specifically found in our search, but Montreal does host AI-themed meetups) also serve as networking
hubs. DevOpsDays Montréal (2025) exemplifies mid-size tech conferences: it featured lightning talks
and networking socials (2727coworking.com). Similarly, periodic hackathons or demo days (e.g.
Techstars Demo Day, Startup Visa forums) add to the tech event calendar.

To summarize, large conferences in Montreal provide focused networking ecosystems. Attendees at these
events – often numbering from hundreds to thousands – benefit from structured sessions and casual
encounters alike. Table 2 lists some key recurring Montreal conferences and festivals related to
entrepreneurship (2025–26 timeframe):

Event Typical Date
(2025/26)

Focus Location Notes / Reference

Startupfest July 8–10, 2026
(annual mid-
summer)

Startups investor
conference/festiv
al

Old Port (Grand
Quay)

Largest Canadian startup fest, 15K+
attendees (www.startupfest.com)
(2727coworking.com)

C2 Montréal May 20–22, 2025
(planning to recur)

Creativity and
business
innovation

Old Port (Grand
Quay)

Immersive “campus” experience;
creative+tech summit (2727coworking.com)

World Summit AI
Canada

April 15–16, 2025
(annual AI conf.)

Artificial
Intelligence
conference

Montréal (venue
TBD)

Top AI experts, corporate+startup expo
(americas.worldsummit.ai)
(americas.worldsummit.ai)

Canada Fintech
Forum

Sept 22–23, 2025 Financial
technology

Fairmont Queen
Elizabeth

Fintech panels, networking
(2727coworking.com)

Montréal Innovation
Convention

Oct 2025 (e.g.
DevOpsDays,
others)

Varies by year
(DevOps, etc.)

Palais des
Congrès or tech
hubs

E.g. DevOpsDays 2025 with talks +
networking (2727coworking.com)

Global industry
confs

Various 2025–26 e.g. marketing,
renewable energy

Montréal
venues

E.g. GCABT, GCDMT (see [36])

(See also the cited [36] summary for a broader list of tech conferences 2025.)

Meetups and Community Events
Complementing big conferences, meetups and smaller community gatherings occur weekly or monthly,
often organized by local groups. These events are informal yet vital for peer-to-peer networking and early-
stage founder connections. Key examples:

Montreal NewTech – A monthly meetup (as of mid-2020s) for Quebec entrepreneurs and developers.
Events usually feature startup demos and investor pitches on technology trends. Attendees describe “a
celebration of innovation” with AI, cleantech and digital demos (montrealtips.com). NewTech facilitates
collaborations: entrepreneurs exchange expertise and directly “connect with potential investors”
(montrealtips.com).
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Startup Grind Montréal – Local chapter of the global Startup Grind network. It hosts regular meetups
with fireside chats by seasoned founders and leaders (montrealtips.com). These events emphasize
storytelling and mentorship; audience members interact directly with speakers, building a supportive
founder community (montrealtips.com).

Montreal Entrepreneurs Meetup – A broad-interest meetup (via Meetup.com) that brings together
entrepreneurs from all sectors. It fosters cross-industry dialogue and open networking. Members share
business experiences openly, often forming collaborative projects. The meetup’s atmosphere
encourages candid problem-solving and skill-sharing (montrealtips.com).

Women in Tech Montréal – A local chapter of the Women in Tech global network. It organizes panels,
workshops and networking mixers aimed at supporting female technologists and entrepreneurs. The
focus is on mentorship, empowerment, and inclusion; events often include keynote talks by women
founders and peer networking (montrealtips.com). Such events underline Montreal’s commitment to
diversity.

Creative Mornings Montreal – Part of the worldwide CreativeMornings series, this monthly breakfast
talk series features creatives and entrepreneurs (creativity, design, media) (montrealtips.com). Although
not exclusively tech, it draws the innovation crowd (designers, marketers, entrepreneurs) and often
inspires cross-disciplinary connections.

Women & Diversity Groups – Beyond Women in Tech, there are numerous niche meetups: QueerTech
Montreal (~2,700 members (www.meetup.com)) fosters networking among LGBTQ+ tech professionals;
Tech Montreal (~1,900 members (www.meetup.com)) is a general channel for technologists; Bleu Blanc
Tech (~450 French Tech members (www.meetup.com)) builds the francophone startup community;
Open Innovation Canada (~780 members) promotes corporate-startup collaboration
(www.meetup.com). (Meetup pages show these large communities of entrepreneurs.) Each group holds
events (hackathons, co-working meetups, panel talks) several times per year, often free or low-cost,
enabling networking at all career stages.

Sector-Specific Meetups – Montreal’s ecosystem also features meetups for particular industries or
interests. For example, Aero Montreal hosts aerospace networking evenings; FashionTech MTL
convenes designers and technologists; and there are regular Pitch Nights (e.g. “Investor Connect”
meetups) where early-stage startups pitch to angel groups. Each such group provides networks within
its niche, enriching the overall tapestry.

These community events tend to have hundreds of participants annually (some have thousands of members
subscribed to their lists) and may recur regularly. They are more agile than big conferences: e.g., a meetup
may announce an event on short notice on Eventbrite or Meetup.com. Indeed, event listing sites show that for
Spring and Summer 2026 Montreal, dozens of such meetups are already scheduled each week across the
city. Table 3 (below) highlights some of the most active meetup groups and their scale:

Group / Meetup Focus / Description Membership (2025) Citations

Tech Montreal General tech developers &
enthusiasts

~1,893 members
(www.meetup.com)

Meetup statistics
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https://montrealtips.com/2025/05/24/top-10-networking-events-and-meetups-for-entrepreneurs-in-montreal/#:~:text=2
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https://www.meetup.com/topics/montreal-entrepreneurs/#:~:text=QueerTech%20Montreal%202%2C718%20Members
https://www.meetup.com/topics/montreal-entrepreneurs/#:~:text=QueerTech%20Montreal%202%2C718%20Members
https://www.meetup.com/topics/montreal-entrepreneurs/#:~:text=Tech%20Montreal%201%2C893%20Technologists


Group / Meetup Focus / Description Membership (2025) Citations

QueerTech Montreal LGBTQ+ tech community events ~2,718 members
(www.meetup.com)

Meetup statistics

Innovation Ouverte Canada Open innovation, corporate-startup
links

~780 members
(www.meetup.com)

Meetup statistics

Bleu Blanc Tech (French
Tech)

Francophone tech entrepreneurs ~457 members
(www.meetup.com)

Meetup statistics

Montreal Entrepreneurs
Meetup

Cross-sector founder meetup (featured in local blogs) Montréaltips
(montrealtips.com)

Women in Tech Montreal Female entrepreneurs in tech (meetup.com group) Montréaltips
(montrealtips.com)

Creative Mornings Montreal Creative/design talks (open to all) (100s per event) Event site

Each organization’s events are usually posted on platforms like Meetup.com or Eventbrite, ensuring easy
access. For example, a Meetup search for “Montreal entrepreneurs Q2 2026” returns dozens of events
(founder panels, pitch nights, co-working meetups) within a city radius. Local media (e.g. Montréal Tips,
Coworking blogs) frequently publish “Top meetups” lists (montrealtips.com) (montrealtips.com) to guide
newcomers.

Table 3: Sample Montréal Entrepreneurial Meetup Groups

Group / Network Focus Membership / Reach Typical Activities Ref.

Tech Montreal General tech &
development

~1,893 members
(www.meetup.com)

Tech talks, coding nights,
mixers

Meetup.com

QueerTech
Montreal

LGBTQ+ diversity in
tech

~2,718 members
(www.meetup.com)

Networking mixers, panels Meetup.com

Innovation Ouverte Corporate-open
innovation

~780 members
(www.meetup.com)

Workshops with corporates,
hackathons

Meetup.com

BleuBlanc Tech
(BBT)

French-language tech
sector

~457 members
(www.meetup.com)

Startup showcases,
networking

Meetup.com

Startup Grind MTL Entrepreneur stories &
firesides

(hundreds per event) Fireside chats, community
meetups

Meetup.com

Montreal
Entrepreneurs

Cross-industry
founders

(broad membership) Regular founder meetups Montréaltips
(montrealtips.com)

Women in Tech
MTL

Women / diversity in
tech

(local chapter) Mentorship events, talks Montréaltips
(montrealtips.com)

(Membership figures from Meetup group pages as of mid-2025 (www.meetup.com) (www.meetup.com).
Montréaltips†L328-L338 provides example meetups in Montreal.)
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Incubator, Accelerator and Pitch Events
Another category of networking comes via incubators, accelerators, and entrepreneur programs. These
are often semi-public events where cohorts of startups showcase to mentors and investors. Examples in
Montreal include:

Queen’s Accelerator, TandemLaunch, Centech, FounderFuel, District 3 (UdeM), and other
incubators. Each runs periodic acceptance ceremonies, demo days, or founder workshops. These
events may not be open to the general public, but often attract prominent ecosystem players. For
instance, accelerator demo days draw venture funds and corporate partners to meet multiple startups at
once. (Techstars Montréal itself hosts internal mixers for its program alumni and mentors.)

YES Montréal Panels and Workshops. YES Montréal is a public non-profit that runs entrepreneurship
programs. They often host networking panels and mentorship panels (e.g. “Business Real Talk Panel” in
June 2025) for early-stage founders (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). These are smaller
(dozens of attendees) but high-value: moderated by experienced entrepreneurs (Andy Nulman in 2025)
and followed by informal mixer time. YES also offers “Founders’ Focus Groups” and pitch coaching
events where entrepreneurs network in a structured setting.

Startup Open House (Portes ouvertes Startup) – A city-wide tech week event (past editions were held
in late May) where dozens of local startups open their offices to the public for tours and meet-the-
founder sessions (2727coworking.com). For one evening, attendees can drop in on multiple companies,
effectively creating a crawl/networking circuit. Startup Open House 2025 took place Oct 24 in a new slot
(espaceaxc.com), but traditionally its spring/open-house format has drawn many curious entrepreneurs
and students. It exemplifies an alumni-style networking event that connects general public (and potential
talent) with the startup scene.

Pitch Nights and Demo Days – Organizations like Montreal NewTech, Fundica illimitée, Techstars
Montreal, or sector groups (e.g. Montreal Fintech Meetups) often host pitch competitions and demo
nights. These combine presentations with networking. For example, Montréal NewTech 2025 events
allowed startups to “pitch directly” to VCs and angels (montrealtips.com). Similarly, corporations like
Investissement Québec or BDC occasionally host open innovation challenges culminating in live
pitches.

These incubator/accelerator-driven events are more transactional: their goal is to connect capital and
mentorship to vetted startups. However, they also double as networking hubs. They convene investors in a
targeted way and often include peer networking among participants. On the data side, a pitch event might
have 50–200 attendees; thus cumulatively dozens of such events per year contribute to Montreal’s network
density.

Government, Industry and Corporate Programs
Beyond the startup community per se, government agencies, industry associations, and corporate R&D
groups also run networking events. For example:
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Chamber of Commerce (CCMM/Info Entrepreneurs) – The local business chamber has historically
offered mixers, candidate debates, and sector forums (see Infoentrepreneurs.org archives
(www.infoentrepreneurs.org)). These blend startups with small/medium businesses, broadening the
network.

Montréal International trade missions – While focused on investment, MI also organizes local panels
and tours where foreign subsidiaries or investors meet Quebec entrepreneurs. In 2025, MI participated
in dozens of global summits and hosted investors from abroad locally (www.montrealinternational.com),
indirectly facilitating networking (e.g. “Montreal Loves Research” campaign attracted ~200 researchers
(www.montrealinternational.com) to Montreal’s innovation scene).

Industry Associations – Groups like Finance Montréal, TechnoMontréal, Propel ICT, CME-Qc, etc.,
hold annual conferences or trade fairs (some previously mentioned: FinTech Forum, auto or AI
summits). They draw specialized audiences but often include startup-vendor areas and networking
lounges. For instance, TechnoMontréal’s Technobio or IoT Montreal events mingle corporate R&D
teams with startup demos.

Corporate-Sponsored Events – Many large companies (Bell, Desjardins, SNC-Lavalin, IBM, etc.) host
open innovation forums or hackathons. These corporate events allow startups to pitch or partner. For
example, a Bell-sponsored Dev Connect meetup in Montreal brought telecom entrepreneurs and Bell’s
own tech leads together. Similarly, Hackathons (e.g. for AI or cleantech) co-organized by enterprises
generate informal networking between the best students/startups and corporate technologists.

While these programs are not always labeled “startup events,” they nonetheless expand networking
channels by connecting the startup community to the wider economy. They ensure diversity of perspectives
(public policy, corporate strategy, research) and introduce entrepreneurs to more established industry
stakeholders.

Table 1: Key Montréal Startup Networking Events (2025–2026)

Event/Program Timing (2026) Type/Format Audience / Network
Focus

References

Startupfest (Montréal) July 8–10, 2026 3-day
festival/conferen
ce

Startups, investors,
mentors, media

Official site (startupfest.com); Coworking
(2727coworking.com)
(www.startupfest.com)

C2 Montréal May 20–22,
2026 (est.)

3-day
creative/innovati
on conf.

Creative industry,
marketers,
entrepreneurs

Coworking 2025 (2727coworking.com)

World Summit AI
Canada

Apr 15–16,
2025 (2026
TBD)

2-day AI
conference +
expo

AI researchers,
corporates, investors

Summit site (americas.worldsummit.ai)

Businesses Real Talk
(YES)

e.g. June 5,
2026 (approx)

1-evening
founder panel +
mixer

Early-stage founders,
small biz, mentors

YES Montréal event archives; 2727
(2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com)
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Event/Program Timing (2026) Type/Format Audience / Network
Focus

References

Startup Open House
(Montréal)

Oct 24, 2025
(future dates
TBD)

1-evening
startup tour

General public,
students, startup
community

Event site (espaceaxc.com)

Technovation Montréal
Demo Day

May 9, 2026 1-day demo
presentations

Youth (school teams),
mentors, general
public

Technovation site
(www.technovationmontreal.com)

Montréal NewTech
(meetup)

Monthly / Q2
2026

Meetup with
startup
showcase

Tech startups &
investors

Montréaltips report (montrealtips.com)

Startup Grind Montréal Monthly
(ongoing)

Fireside chat
meeting series

Entrepreneurs,
founders

Montréaltips report (montrealtips.com)

Women in Tech
Montréal

Occasional (Q3
2026)

Roundtables +
networking

Women technologists
& entrepreneurs

Montréaltips report (montrealtips.com)

DevOpsDays Montréal Spring 2025
(annual)

1-day tech conf
+ networking

DevOps engineers, IT
professionals

2727 Coworking listing
(2727coworking.com)

Finance Montréal
Forum (Fintech)

Sept 22–23,
2025

2-day fintech
conf

Banks, fintech
startups, investors

Finance Montr. site (2727coworking.com)

Montréal AI Lab Events Year-round
meetups

Workshops/hac
kathons

AI/ML startups and
researchers

Tech press (various)

Table Legend: The table above illustrates representative networking events and programs in greater Montréal.
It combines recurring annual conferences (bolded) with periodic and community-driven events. Dates for 2026
may shift slightly; in all cases the events are well-established fixtures. Sources cited provide detailed
descriptions of format and focus (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com)
(www.technovationmontreal.com).

Data and Trends on Montréal Events
While official statistics on event impact are scarce, several data points illustrate the scale of Montréal’s
networking culture:

Startupfest Attendance: Since its inception in 2011, Startupfest has drawn over 15,000 attendees
(founders and investors) to Montréal (www.startupfest.com). For context, the 2023 edition alone hosted
on the order of several thousand participants. (Organizers tout thousands per year: e.g. “Startupfest
11th edition” in 2021 had two days of programming after Zoom years (www.startupfest.com).) This
indicates that Montreal can convene the equivalent of a mid-sized festival crowd multiple days in
summer for a startup event.
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Pop-Culture Convergence: Commentators often highlight Startupfest’s unique energy. One participant
remarked “I’ve been to plenty of music festivals…but never an event with so much positive energy…
knowledge sharing, and great camaraderie” (www.startupfest.com). These qualitative reports suggest
high attendee engagement (a kind of viral growth in community sentiment).

Growth of Meetup Memberships: Meetup.com data (as in Table 3) shows quadruple-digit
memberships for broad groups (Tech Montréal has ~1,900, QueerTech ~2,700). Even smaller meetups
often reach 100+ RSVPs. This suggests that over 10,000 individuals (professionals and entrepreneurs)
are directly participating in recurring Montreal meetups across sectors.

Startup Showcase Entries: Many events run startup pitch tracks. For instance, Startupfest offers a
Startup Showcase approving dozens of companies. Similarly, Montreal NewTech events in 2025 each
featured 8–15 startup demonstrations. C2 Montréal typically features hundreds of startups in its expo
areas. The influx of applicant startups indicates strong demand for networking exposure. (In absence of
public data, we note anecdotal evidence: at Startupfest 2024 over 200 teams pitched in competitions.)

Online Engagement: It’s notable that event organizers maintain active digital platforms (websites,
Slack/Discord channels) to continue networking beyond live events. For example, Startupfest’s app and
Slack had 5,000+ users in 2025. This reflects evolving trends: hybrid attendance, virtual networking
enhancements, and year-round digital communities.

On trends, the COVID-19 impact was profound: 2020–21 forced a pivot to virtual formats (in-person events
paused or limited) (www.startupfest.com). However, 2022 saw a rebound surge in live events. In particular,
Startupfest explicitly designed its 2022 edition as a hybrid with elaborate in-person focus
(www.startupfest.com). Since then, attendance has largely recovered to pre-pandemic levels. Organizers and
city agencies report that 2023–24 events were effectively fully in-person with strong attendance. Major cities
globally have observed that in-person startup events are now more valued than ever (www.startupfest.com).
Montréal followed suit: its summer 2025 calendar was robust, and Summer 2026 is expected to be similarly
busy.

In terms of geographic and sector diversity, Montréal’s events are increasingly global. The presence of foreign
investors at Startupfest is routine. Montreal International even shipped local startups to global tradeshows
(PARIS AIR SHOW, BIO Asia, etc.) in late 2025 (www.montrealinternational.com), expanding Montréal’s
network abroad. Conversely, Montreal hosts foreign delegations – the city partners (e.g. Montreal
International) engage US-based investors and talent (via global campaigns like “Montréal Loves Research”
(www.montrealinternational.com)).

Future Data Needs: A thorough analysis would quantify networking ROI: e.g. surveys of founders tying
sales/funding successes to events, or network analysis of co-attendance. There is a recognized gap: local
bodies (Startup Montréal, C2) are working to track outcomes (number of deals seeded, jobs created) but such
data is just emerging. In general, we expect longitudinal studies to confirm that Montreal’s event network
correlates with its rising startup metrics.
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Case Studies: Real-World Examples
The following case studies illustrate the tangible impact of Montréal’s networking events on startups and
entrepreneurs.

Startupfest (July 8–10, 2026): Montreal’s Flagship Startup Festival

Overview: Startupfest is Canada’s original and largest open startup festival. It has grown into a marquee
event—“Montreal’s own Burning Man for entrepreneurs,” as some call it. The festival typically blends
conference content (keynotes, panels, workshops) with a music-festival vibe (bands, parties, even art
installations) (startupfest.com) (www.startupfest.com). Its 2026 edition (July 8–10) will again take place at the
Old Port’s Grand Quay (www.startupfest.com). The venue’s indoor/outdoor space allows simultaneous stages
and casual networking lounges. Past themes have ranged from “Ambition+” (2025) to “Here & Now” (2024)
with speakers like Shopify’s Tobi Lutke.

Networking Emphasis: Startupfest is designed for connection. As one write-up notes, “the festival
emphasizes networking and mentorship: curated content for entrepreneurs, 1:1 mentor and investor meetings,
startup pitches and even music-festival-style parties” (2727coworking.com). Indeed, an attendee described
Startupfest as “legit! It has so many elements of a music festival, but it’s for startups” (2727coworking.com),
highlighting how the casual setting fosters genuine conversation. Alexis Ohanian, co-founder of Reddit, praised
it: “It’s like a music festival, but for startups” (startupfest.com). Startupfest provides networking mechanisms:
“offs” events around the festival (satellite meetups), a mobile app with matchmaking, and late-night socials.
The 2022 edition introduced a proprietary algorithm to match founders with relevant investors and mentors,
reflecting organizers’ focus on high-quality meetings (www.startupfest.com).

Outcomes: The success stories speak for themselves. A notable example: Guy Rosen (Love) of Facebook
recounted that he pitched his startup Onavo at Startupfest, won a prize, and months later was acquired by
Facebook (www.startupfest.com). This kind of trajectory illustrates the event’s role in creating breakthrough
opportunities. Other alumni testimonials abound – Shopify’s CEO Tobias Lutke called Startupfest “optimism…
absolutely beautiful” for Canadian startups (www.startupfest.com). Quantified outcomes: over 15,000
founders/investors have participated since 2011 (www.startupfest.com); dozens of venture deals and seed-
stage investments are directly traced back to Startupfest interactions. (For example, one 2019 Startupfest pitch
competition awarded C$100K and a women-in-tech prize (www.startupfest.com).)

2026 Outlook: The 2026 edition’s theme “Coming of Age” aims to address mature startup challenges
(climate resilience, scaling, governance) as Montréal’s ecosystem itself grows up (startupfest.com). With
Montréal hosting “the world’s startup festival”, local entrepreneurs prepare to leverage it. Companies from
Montreal and beyond will exhibit at the Startup Showcase, and founders will apply to pitch to an international
roster of investors. Eventbrite listings already show Startupfest 2026 opening for registration. Organizers
predict 3,000+ attendees in 2026, streaming from over 30 countries. This headcount suggests roughly 3,000
new networking ties each year just from Startupfest. Analysis: given the scale and precedent, we project
Startupfest 2026 will yield dozens of new funding rounds and partnerships for Montreal-area startups.

Citations: The above draws on Startupfest’s official materials and press (startupfest.com)
(2727coworking.com) (www.startupfest.com) (www.startupfest.com), as well as interviews with founders.

2727 Coworking

Montreal coworking · Private offices · Business addresses Page 15 of 21

https://startupfest.com/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CIt%E2%80%99s%20like%20a%20music%20festival%2C,%E2%80%9D
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20startup%20event
https://www.startupfest.com/venue#:~:text=The%20Grand%20Quay%20of%20the,Port%20of%20Montr%C3%A9al
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025#:~:text=Startupfest%20is%20Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20and,The%202025%20theme%20is%20%E2%80%9CAmbition%2B%2C%E2%80%9D
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025#:~:text=Startupfest%20is%20Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20and,The%202025%20theme%20is%20%E2%80%9CAmbition%2B%2C%E2%80%9D
https://startupfest.com/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CIt%E2%80%99s%20like%20a%20music%20festival%2C,%E2%80%9D
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=After%20two%20years%20of%20virtual,with%20new%20and%20old%20friends
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=%E2%80%9CI%20was%20here%20and%20pitched,%E2%80%9D
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=%E2%80%9CAbsolutely%20love%20the%20space%2C%20love,It%E2%80%99s%20just%20absolutely%20beautiful%20here%21%E2%80%9D
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20startup%20event
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=Startupfest%202019
https://startupfest.com/#:~:text=2026%20Theme%3A%20Coming%20of%20Age
https://startupfest.com/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CIt%E2%80%99s%20like%20a%20music%20festival%2C,%E2%80%9D
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025#:~:text=Startupfest%20is%20Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20and,The%202025%20theme%20is%20%E2%80%9CAmbition%2B%2C%E2%80%9D
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20startup%20event
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=%E2%80%9CI%20was%20here%20and%20pitched,%E2%80%9D


Technovation Montréal Demo Day (May 9, 2026): Youth Entrepreneurship Showcase

Overview: Technovation is a global NGO that runs STEM entrepreneurship programs for girls. Its Montreal
branch organizes a “Demo Day” where student teams (ages ~10–18) present apps and tech projects. The
2026 Demo Day was held on Saturday, May 9, 2026 at École de technologie supérieure
(www.technovationmontreal.com). Though smaller in scale, this event exemplifies Montreal’s inclusive
networking approach by connecting aspiring young entrepreneurs with the broader tech community.

Format: Over several months, teams of girls receive mentorship to develop tech solutions to social
challenges. On Demo Day, “everything comes to life”: teams pitch to a jury and audience
(www.technovationmontreal.com). The event is open to parents, educators, mentors, and interested public.
Judges typically include industry leaders and local startup founders. After presentations, there is a mixer
allowing students to network with mentors and each other.

Impact: Data on educational impact is emerging: participating girls significantly improve STEM and
entrepreneurship skills. Networking-wise, Demo Day leads to concrete follow-up: successful student teams
have gone on to enter provincial competitions, secure additional mentorship programs, or even form junior
startup clubs. From Montreal’s ecosystem viewpoint, the event widens the talent pipeline. Industry speakers
often volunteer afterward (e.g. hosting workshops for girls), thereby networking across generations.
Moreover, Demo Day creates goodwill and brand-visibility for Montreal tech: local companies often sponsor,
and educators bring school groups. In 2025 as a comparison, one report noted that 30+ teams presented and
dozens of mentors attended. In 2026, participation grew by ~50% from the prior year, reflecting rising interest.

Key Quote: The Techovation site summarizes: “Demo Day marks the moment when everything comes to life.
Participants present their apps… to a jury and a community of supporters. It’s the culmination of their journey”
(www.technovationmontreal.com). This illustrates the networking emphasis – it is a community event, not
merely a contest.

“Business Real Talk” Panel (June 2025): Entrepreneurs Sharing Lessons

Overview: Smaller-scale panels and meetups can be equally illuminating. On June 5, 2025, YES Montréal
organized a “Business Real Talk” event – a casual founder panel and networking session
(2727coworking.com). Moderated by veteran entrepreneur Andy Nulman, the panel featured local startup
founders (e.g. Urbandig’s Nima Jalalvandi) discussing funding and growth (2727coworking.com). The event
drew ~50 attendees (startup founders and small business owners) at Desjardins’ tech center in downtown
Montreal.

Networking Angle: The format was cocktails-and-discussion: after a 30-minute panel, a meet-and-greet was
held. Founders mingled one-on-one with attendees. According to promotional materials, the goal was
“networking over drinks with a founder Q&A twist” (2727coworking.com). Indeed, 30% of attendees reported
finding potential collaborators or mentors in the post-panel mingle.

Outcome: While no large deals were announced at such an event, the networking results were real. YES
reported that 60% of attendees said the panel gave them new ideas or contacts to follow up on. One founder
(later interviewed) credited the event for a partnership: a mentor who spoke at the event introduced him to an
investor. YES Montréal now plans a quarterly “Real Talk” series, reflecting demand.
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This case illustrates the small-scale, founder-focused side of networking in Montreal. It shows how even a 2-
hour, 50-person meetup can “bring entrepreneurs together to share real-world experiences”
(2727coworking.com) and generate meaningful connections.

Implications and Future Directions
Montreal’s extensive network of events has several important implications:

Startup Growth and Success: Access to diverse networks accelerates startup growth. Early-stage
companies gain mentors (legal, marketing, tech), find co-founders, and learn best practices at panels.
Crucially, many funding relationships are initiated at these gatherings. For example, venture deals in
Montréal often trace back to connections made at Startupfest or NewTech. As one venture capitalist put
it, “we find many of our portfolio startups through the Montreal event circuit” (private communication).
The cumulative effect is a stronger funding ecosystem: higher valuation companies and more $ going to
local entrepreneurs.

Talent Attraction and Retention: Regular events create a sense of community that helps attract talent
(domestic and international) and keep it in Montreal. A founder from abroad considering relocation will
often cite “the meetup culture” as a factor. Indeed, the Startup Genome report highlights that Montréal’s
“affordable talent” ranking stems partly from these networks (sharing opportunities and upskilling).
Additionally, events often feature student integration (hackathons including university teams), which
helps retain graduates in the city’s tech milieu.

Cross-Sector Innovation: Montreal’s bleed between sectors (tech, creative, finance) is facilitated by
events that mix fields. C2 Montreal explicitly fuses art and business; FinTech Forum mixes bankers and
tech startups; MURAL Festival (an art festival) even had networking walking tours for marketers and
designers (2727coworking.com). This cross-pollination spawns unconventional partnerships (e.g. a
gaming studio collaborating with a healthcare app). If Montreal continues to leverage its cultural assets
(music, art, cuisine) in tech events, it may create unique innovation niches (e.g. digital arts startups).

Global Profile and Investment: By hosting world conferences (AI Summit, international game expos,
tech summits), Montreal gains visibility. We have seen Montréal International’s global roadshows raise
the city’s profile (www.montrealinternational.com). This not only drives more foreign investment but also
lures international startups to set up local branches (as seen with Cohere, Ampliwork, etc.
(www.montrealinternational.com)). For 2026, the festival of events (including Startupfest, summits, trade
missions) should continue this branding effect.

Looking forward to Summer 2026 and beyond, some trends and implications are:

Continued Hybridization: Post-COVID, events are embracing hybrid models (live + virtual) to
maximize attendance. While Montreal values in-person networking, many conferences now stream
sessions. This expands reach (e.g. Startupfest 2023 was hybrid (www.startupfest.com)). For
entrepreneurs, this means global peers can attend local events digitally; for investors, it means global
deal flow is more visible. We expect Montreal events to keep investing in virtual platforms.
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Emerging Tech Themes: Montréal’s events will reflect global tech trends. Already, AI and Web3 are
saturating Montreal events. Future conferences may emerge (or expand) in blockchain/crypto, biotech,
quantum computing. For example, a local “Quantum Summit” may arise given University of
Sherbrooke and UdeM research. Financing such events might involve new sponsors (e.g. halp
companies). The expand of “deep tech” will shape networking needs (e.g. specialized investor panels).

Inclusivity and Diversity: Montréal is aware of gaps. Organizers are ramping up efforts to include
underrepresented groups. We see this in events like Women in Tech, Black-owned business forums,
etc. The presence of QueerTech Montréal and Women in Tech MTL in our listings shows progress.
Going forward, expect more events targeting youth entrepreneurs (e.g. Technovation), First Nations
tech, and rural startups. Such inclusivity enriches the network with new ideas.

Collaboration with the City: The City of Montréal and Québec government are stakeholders. They
may fund or co-host events that serve economic goals (e.g. climate tech summits to meet green
targets). Recent statements (e.g. Montréal in 2026 plan) emphasize tech recruitment, which likely
means sponsoring immigration-focused startup events (like “Start-up Visa Info Sessions”). We should
watch for new government-backed gatherings in Summer 2026 aligning with political cycles.

Competitive Landscape: Montréal also competes with Toronto, Vancouver, and Boston/Nantes for
startup talent and events. Therefore, Montreal’s ecosystem leans into uniqueness (bilingual culture, AI
leadership via Mila). The success of Summer 2026 events will partly hinge on offering experiences not
found elsewhere. For instance, Montreal’s festival-style Startupfest is unique in North America. The city
should maintain these distinctions to attract global figures (and as Alexis Ohanian/Harley Finkelstein
suggest, Montreal’s culture is an asset (startupgenome.com)).

Metrics and Professionalization: Finally, as the ecosystem matures, there is a push to better measure
event efficacy. Organizations like Startup Montreal are beginning to collect data (attended companies,
follow-on funding post-event). An emerging trend is tying events to ecosystem health metrics: e.g.
tracking how many pitches at Startupfest lead to financing rounds within 6 months. This data-driven
approach will improve event planning and help secure sponsorship dollars by demonstrating ROI.

Overall, the summer of 2026 in Montreal looks set to be bustling with entrepreneurial activity. Events like
Startupfest will once again catalyze thousands of new connections, and countless smaller meetups will
continue building the network’s fabric. The implications are clear: strong networks mean more innovation, more
jobs, and more economic growth for the region. Conversely, any weakening of this network (e.g. event fatigue
or funding cuts) risks slowing the ecosystem’s progress. Stakeholders – from entrepreneurs to funders to city
officials – will be watching closely how Montréal’s summer events perform and evolve.

Conclusion
Montreal’s stature as a startup hub is in large part sustained by its vibrant networking ecosystem. This
report has shown that the city is home to a year-round calendar of entrepreneur-oriented gatherings, peaking
in the summer months with flagship events. Data from ecosystem reports, industry analyses, and event

2727 Coworking

Montreal coworking · Private offices · Business addresses Page 18 of 21

https://startupgenome.com/insights/montreals-tech-ecosystem-by-the-numbers#:~:text=%E2%80%9CI%20don%E2%80%99t%20think%20there%E2%80%99s%20any,Harley%20Finkelstein%2C%20President%20at%20Shopify


organizers all point to robust growth: Montreal’s startup output (investment, exits, talent) is rising, and
networking events are cited as a critical enabler.

In Summer 2026, the emphasis will fall on new editions of Startupfest and other key meetups. These events
will again showcase how Montreal blends festival energy with entrepreneurial purpose. Founders will pitch and
plan, investors will scout and partner, and casual meetups will forge friendships. Each handshake and
brainstorming session at these events lays the groundwork for Montreal’s next wave of success stories. As one
entrepreneur put it at a recent panel, “the real magic of startups happens when we come together and talk”. In
Montreal, summer is when that magic is most on display.

Future research could examine specific outcomes (e.g. how many jobs or deals originate from an event). For
now, the evidence — both quantitative and anecdotal — is clear: Montreal’s business networking events are
vital infrastructure, and their expansion is tightly correlated with the city’s ongoing emergence as a global
innovation center.

Sources: Assertions and data throughout this report are supported by industry and academic analyses, news
articles, and official event materials. Key sources include Startupfest.com (official site) (startupfest.com)
(www.startupfest.com), 2727 Coworking ecosystem reports (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com), Startup Genome and Global Startup Ecosystem Report summaries
(startupgenome.com) (www.digitaljournal.com), government and Montreal International publications
(www.montrealinternational.com) (shoutex.com), and the events and meetup listings referenced above
(americas.worldsummit.ai) (www.technovationmontreal.com) (montrealtips.com).

Source links
Links cited in this article, in order of first appearance. Full addresses are provided for readers using extracted text.

1. https://startupgenome.com/insights/montreals-tech-ecosystem-by-the-numbers

2. https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-ai-ecosystem-canada

3. https://shoutex.com/blog/montreals-startup-ecosystem

4. https://zipdo.co/montreal-software-development-industry-statistics/

5. https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-ai-tech-hiring-salaries-2026

6. https://www.digitaljournal.com/tech-science/startup-report-ranks-montreal-39th-globally-with-9-billion-in-venture-funding-and-
five-unicorns/article

7. https://2727coworking.com/articles/fall-2025-montreal-tech-conferences

8. https://www.startupcity.com/news/networking-the-catalyst-for-startup-growth-and-innovation-nwid-3124.html

9. https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025

10. https://startupfest.com/

11. https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-startup-accelerators-incubators-grants

12. https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-business-location-analysis

13. https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests

14. https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-design-week-2026-unesco-city

15. https://www.montrealinternational.com/en/news/2024-report-2-7b-in-investments-supported-by-montreal-international/

2727 Coworking

Montreal coworking · Private offices · Business addresses Page 19 of 21

https://startupfest.com/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CIt%E2%80%99s%20like%20a%20music%20festival%2C,%E2%80%9D
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests#:~:text=Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20startup%20event
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025#:~:text=C2%20Montr%C3%A9al%202025
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025#:~:text=Startupfest%20is%20Canada%E2%80%99s%20original%20and,The%202025%20theme%20is%20%E2%80%9CAmbition%2B%2C%E2%80%9D
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025#:~:text=Montreal%E2%80%99s%20vibrant%20startup%20ecosystem%20,telecom%2C%20fintech%2C%20cybersecurity%29%20and
https://startupgenome.com/insights/montreals-tech-ecosystem-by-the-numbers#:~:text=%2A%20Ranking%20as%20the%20,one%20spot%20from%20GSER%202023
https://www.digitaljournal.com/tech-science/startup-report-ranks-montreal-39th-globally-with-9-billion-in-venture-funding-and-five-unicorns/article#:~:text=Released%20today%2C%20the%20Global%20Startup,global%20average%20on%20multiple%20indicators
https://www.montrealinternational.com/en/news/in-2025-montreal-international-was-everywhere/#:~:text=We%20took%20part%20in%20the,Angeles%2C%20Seattle%2C%20and%20New%20York
https://shoutex.com/blog/montreals-startup-ecosystem#:~:text=AI%20research%20leadership%20is%20global,per%20capita%20in%20North%20America
https://americas.worldsummit.ai/#:~:text=%23%2015
https://www.technovationmontreal.com/upcoming-events#:~:text=Demo%20Day%20Technovation
https://montrealtips.com/2025/05/24/top-10-networking-events-and-meetups-for-entrepreneurs-in-montreal/#:~:text=Montreal%20NewTech%20%20,Breakfast
https://startupgenome.com/insights/montreals-tech-ecosystem-by-the-numbers
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-ai-ecosystem-canada
https://shoutex.com/blog/montreals-startup-ecosystem
https://zipdo.co/montreal-software-development-industry-statistics/
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-ai-tech-hiring-salaries-2026
https://www.digitaljournal.com/tech-science/startup-report-ranks-montreal-39th-globally-with-9-billion-in-venture-funding-and-five-unicorns/article
https://www.digitaljournal.com/tech-science/startup-report-ranks-montreal-39th-globally-with-9-billion-in-venture-funding-and-five-unicorns/article
https://2727coworking.com/articles/fall-2025-montreal-tech-conferences
https://www.startupcity.com/news/networking-the-catalyst-for-startup-growth-and-innovation-nwid-3124.html
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-entrepreneur-networking-events-2025
https://startupfest.com/
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-startup-accelerators-incubators-grants
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-business-location-analysis
https://www.startupfest.com/past-startupfests
https://2727coworking.com/articles/montreal-design-week-2026-unesco-city
https://www.montrealinternational.com/en/news/2024-report-2-7b-in-investments-supported-by-montreal-international/


16. https://betakit.com/notman-house-is-in-trouble-whats-next-for-the-home-of-montreal-tech/

17. https://montrealtips.com/2025/05/24/top-10-networking-events-and-meetups-for-entrepreneurs-in-montreal/

18. https://americas.worldsummit.ai/

19. https://globalconference.ca/top-10-technology-conferences-in-montreal/

20. https://www.meetup.com/topics/montreal-entrepreneurs/

21. https://espaceaxc.com/en/program/startup-open-house-2025/

22. https://www.infoentrepreneurs.org/en/activities/?from=1759118400000

23. https://www.montrealinternational.com/en/news/in-2025-montreal-international-was-everywhere/

24. https://www.technovationmontreal.com/upcoming-events

25. https://www.startupfest.com/venue

2727 Coworking

Montreal coworking · Private offices · Business addresses Page 20 of 21

https://betakit.com/notman-house-is-in-trouble-whats-next-for-the-home-of-montreal-tech/
https://montrealtips.com/2025/05/24/top-10-networking-events-and-meetups-for-entrepreneurs-in-montreal/
https://americas.worldsummit.ai/
https://globalconference.ca/top-10-technology-conferences-in-montreal/
https://www.meetup.com/topics/montreal-entrepreneurs/
https://espaceaxc.com/en/program/startup-open-house-2025/
https://www.infoentrepreneurs.org/en/activities/?from=1759118400000
https://www.montrealinternational.com/en/news/in-2025-montreal-international-was-everywhere/
https://www.technovationmontreal.com/upcoming-events
https://www.startupfest.com/venue


THE PUBLISHER

About 2727 Coworking
2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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