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Executive Summary

This report provides an in-depth analysis of salary trends and labour-market dynamics in Montreal’s technology sectors, with a
focus on Artificial Intelligence (Al), Video Gaming, and Visual Effects (VFX), as of October 2025. It synthesizes data from
industry reports, government sources, and company disclosures to paint a detailed picture of these industries’ historical growth,
present landscape, and future prospects. Key findings include:

Montreal’s Tech Ecosystem: Montreal is a major tech hub in Canada, especially known as a national leader in Al and digital
media. The city houses world-class Al research institutions (e.g. Mila, co-affiliated with UdeM/McGill (Source:
2727coworking.com) and major game studios (e.g. Ubisoft, Warner Bros Games (Source: 173tech.com) (Source:
canadiantechnologymagazine.com). Government support (e.g. $100M in Al cluster funding (Source: 2727coworking.com),
generous tax credits has fostered growth in Al, gaming, and VFX. As a result, Greater Montreal is home to a large share of
Quebec’s tech talent - Montreal accounted for 61% of Quebec’s ICT job postings in 2024 (Source: ictc-ctic.ca) - and is generally
regarded as Canada’s “Al capital” (Source: 2727coworking.com) and a global center for game development and VFX.

Al Sector: The Montreal region hosts Canada’s largest concentration of deep learning_researchers and Al companies (Source:
2727coworking.com). Key facts include: Mila (Quebec Al Institute) is the world’s largest academic deep learning lab (Source:
2727coworking.com); Google Brain, Facebook Al (FAIR), DeepMind, and major banks (Borealis Al) all operate Al labs in Montreal
(Source: 2727coworking.com). Consequently, Al and data science roles are in high demand, commanding high salaries.
Syndesus (Feb 2025) reports typical Machine Learning/Al Engineer compensation in Montreal at roughly CAD $85-125k
(entry), $125-205k (mid-level), and $165-235k (senior) (Source: syndesus.com). Montreal jobseekers in Al can expect above-
average raises: a recent compensation survey projects tech/Al employers budgeting ~4.3% salary growth for 2025 (Source:
www.normandin-beaudry.ca) (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca).
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« Gaming Sector: Quebec is one of the world’s foremost video game hubs, with over 15,000 developers and 257 studios (as
of 2024) (Source: mobilesyrup.com). Montreal, home to major studios like Ubisoft (founded 1997 (Source:
canadiantechnologymagazine.com), Warner Bros., and Eidos, contributes a large share of that workforce. The 2024
Entertainment Software Association of Canada (ESAC) report shows Canada’s gaming industry has remained resilient through
recent downturns, contributing $5.1 billion to GDP in 2024 (up 3% from 2021) (Source: mobilesyrup.com), and average game-
industry salaries jumped 21% to $102k (Source: mobilesyrup.com). In Montreal specifically, game developer salaries vary
widely by role and experience; one survey indicates average base pay around CAD $73k for game developers (Source:
www.glassdoor.ca). With strong demand for specialized skills (Al in games, engine programmers, artists), seasoned gaming

professionals in Montreal can earn into six-figure ranges. Salary pressures remain strong despite industry layoffs; notably,
Netflix's recent posting for a Director of Generative Al for Games in the US offered up to USD $840k (Source:
www.pcgamer.com), exemplifying the high premium on Al/gaming expertise (though Canadian salaries lag U.S. levels). Within
Canada, Quebec’'s game workforce (15,220 FTEs) is nearly double Ontario’s (Source: mobilesyrup.com) , and Montreal’s
competitive labor market has led employers to budget high raises - the “high-tech” sector averaged ~4.7% salary increases
in 2024 (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca), with similarly robust projections for 2025.

« VFX/Animation Sector: Montreal is a major VFX/animation center on par with Vancouver and Toronto (Source: vfxvoice.com)

(Source: www.international.gc.ca). In 2022, Quebec’s film/TV industry employed 36;8600—peopte—with—4-000—r—PMonrtreal—n
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gata-show-armechar\Visual-EffeetsProducer-wage-of$38-56/Ar(tCAD $75k annual) (Source: www.jobbank.gc.ca). Still, studios

tout Montreal’s skilled workforce and infrastructure, and city policy-makers are considering adjustments (e.g. local labor quotas
(Source: montreal.citynews.ca) to sustain the industry.- Overall Compensation Trends: Across all sectors, Montreal wages
have risen but generally lag U.S. tech hubs, reflecting currency and market differences (Source: 173tech.com) (Source:
www.pcgamer.com). Based on surveys, Quebec’s tech sectors plan modest salary growth: Normandin Beaudry (Sept 2024)
found Canadian high-tech firms budgeting ~4.3% raises in 2025 (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca) (Source:

www.normandin-beaudry.ca) and tech/Al sectors around 3-4%. Montreal’s relatively moderate cost-of-living (19% increase

2020-24 (Source: 173tech.com), still cheaper than Toronto/Vancouver) means real wages have improved even as recruitment
cools slightly (Source: ictc-ctic.ca) (Source: 2727coworking.com). Employers emphasize flexible benefits (extended parental
leave, health coverage of 100%, RRSP matching) as part of competitive packages.

This report details these findings with extensive citations, statistical tables, and case examples. Our analysis indicates that as of
Oct 2025, Montreal remains a high-value market for tech talent in Al, gaming, and VFX, with strong institutional support
and global linkages. Salaries in these fields have been rising, especially for strategic Al and senior game roles, but face headwinds
from macroeconomic forces and policy shifts (especially in VFX). Looking ahead, Montreal’s strengths—world-class talent pool,
supportive government incentives, and a robust educational ecosystem (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:
www.international.gc.ca)—suggest continued demand for skilled professionals, even as employers and workers adapt to evolving
market conditions.

Introduction and Background

Montreal has emerged as one of Canada’s foremost technology and entertainment centres. The Greater Montreal area is home to
over half a million technology workers—about one-fifth of the national tech workforce (Source: ictc-ctic.ca)—and it anchors
Quebec’s booming digital economy. Two sectors in particular define Montreal’s IT profile: Artificial Intelligence (Al) and
interactive digital media (notably video games and VFX). Montreal hosts world-leading Al research (Mila, Polytechnique, McGill,
UdeM) and dozens of Al startups, earning it the title of “Canada’s Al capital” (Source: 2727coworking.com). Simultaneously,

Montreal’s interactive media cluster (video gaming and animation/VFX) has grown steadily since the 1990s, supported by
government tax incentives and talent pipelines (Source: www.international.gc.ca) (Source: canadiantechnologymagazine.com).
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In recent years, however, Montreal’s labour market has shown signs of cooling. After a post-COVID surge in tech hiring, ICTC
(Canada’s Information and Communications Technology Council) reported that Quebec’s digital economy saw declining R&D
spending and startups, with unemployment rates creeping up and ICT job postings falling through 2024 (Source: ictc-ctic.ca).
The balance of power is shifting back toward employers after a talent-driven boom. Extrapolating to Montreal, this suggests wage-
growth pressures may moderate. Nonetheless, Montreal’s talent pool remains deep: with 11 universities and 155,000 students,
Montreal is North America’s top student city (Source: 2727coworking.com), ensuring a strong flow of new graduates in Al,
programming, graphics, and design.

The purpose of this report is to comprehensively analyze salaries in Montreal’s Al, gaming, and VFX industries as of October
2025. We examine historical context, current salary data, labour dynamics, and expert forecasts. Wherever possible, we cite
authoritative sources (industry surveys, government data, research papers) to back our findings. We also present illustrative tables
of compensation ranges, case vignettes, and multi-perspective analysis. Throughout, we avoid relying on proprietary sources (e.g.
the client’s own publications) to maintain objectivity.

Montreal’s Tech and Creative Economy

Montreal’s tech economy can be traced back to the 1980s and 1990s: early pioneers like Softimage (founded 1986, 3D graphics
software) laid groundwork for digital media. In the 2000s, major video game companies (Ubisoft in 1997 (Source:
canadiantechnologymagazine.com), Eidos, Warner Bros Games, EA’s Mythic Entertainment) opened studios in Montreal, attracted
by local talent and government incentives. Animation/VFX firms (such as Cinesite’s Montreal office, Rodeo FX, and MPC/Framestore)
also established operations, building on Canada’s strong film incentives and skilled artists. Simultaneously, Montreal’s universities
became Al powerhouses: the Institut d’Optique, MILA, and the Schmidheiny labs fostered breakthroughs in deep learning.

According to ICTC (Apr 2025), Quebec supports over 500,000 tech workers (Source: ictc-ctic.ca), with Montreal accounting for
roughly 61% of the province’s ICT job postings in 2024 (Source: ictc-ctic.ca). Within this ecosystem, Al is a strategic focus of
government policy: Quebec devoted $100 million (2017-2022) to create an Al cluster in Montreal (Source: 2727coworking.com),
supplementing Canada’s pan-Canadian Al strategy funding (Source: 2727coworking.com). The video games/VFX sector likewise
benefits from tax credits (formerly up to 40% on labour costs) that spurred foreign investment. Indeed, Montreal’s animation/VFX
industry was estimated at $493 million production volume in 2018 (Source: www.international.gc.ca).

Yet recent trends signal caution. ICTC noted that technology adoption outside major hubs lagged, and Quebec’s ICT labour
market is “cooling” post-pandemic (Source: ictc-ctic.ca). Meanwhile, federal and provincial incentives have begun to tighten
(Quebec’s cap on VFX film tax credits in 2024 is a prime example (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). In gaming, global market
uncertainties (currency fluctuations, post-pandemic consumer spending, and U.S. trade policy) also affect developer plans.
Nonetheless, Montreal’s fundamentals—academic excellence, urban quality of life, and existing industry clusters—remain strong.

This report proceeds as follows. Section 2 surveys sector-specific developments: first Al and data science in Montreal, then
video gaming, and then visual effects & animation. In each subsection we discuss the historical growth, major players, and
labour market context. Section 3 compiles salary data and trends, using surveys, statistical reports, and job market analyses to
quantify pay scales and recent changes. We include tables summarizing typical salary ranges by role. Section 4 offers case
studies and examples, illustrating how real companies and policies influence salaries in practice (e.g. a French company in
Montreal, or local studio closures). Section 5 discusses implications and future outlook: how factors like global Al hype, talent
shortages, and policy shifts might affect Montreal wages. Finally, Section 6 concludes with key takeaways and recommendations.
Every major claim is backed by a citation from reputable sources (news articles, industry reports, government data, or academic
studies) as footnoted in the text.

1. The Al Sector in Montreal

Montreal’s rise as a leading Al/digital research hub has been widely documented (Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source:
173tech.com). The foundations were laid in the 1990s (creation of LIRA deep learning lab) and 2010s (CIFAR funding), culminating
in Mila (McGill-Cycle, the Quebec Al Institute) in 2018, now “the world’s largest academic deep learning lab” (Source:
2727coworking.com). Yoshua Bengio of UdeM, a Turing Award winner, leads Mila, attracting hundreds of PhD researchers.
Montreal also hosts major corporate labs: Google Brain (announced 2017), Facebook Al (FAIR, led by Joélle Pineau), DeepMind’s
second Canadian office, Microsoft (Maluuba acquisition - MSR Montreal) (Source: 2727coworking.com), IBM, Samsung Al Centre,
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and others have invested heavily. The federal government made Montreal the headquarters of SCALE Al (a $300M+ supercluster for
Al in supply chains), and Québec put aside $100M (2017) for an Al strategy (Source: 2727coworking.com). These investments
cement Montreal’s “Al ecosystem” which is characterized by open collaboration, co-working labs, and active meetups (Source:
2727coworking.com) (Source: 2727coworking.com).

By 2025, Montreal’s Al ecosystem exhibits key strengths: a world-class talent pipeline, considerable R&D spending, and an Al-
friendly policy environment. For instance, Montreal has 11 universities and 155,000 students—the highest student population in
North America—feeding technical programs (Source: 2727coworking.com). Approximately 90% of Mila's professional Master’s
graduates remain in Quebec (Source: 2727coworking.com), indicating strong local retention. In terms of research leadership,
Montreal hosts about 44% of Canada’s prestigious CIFAR Al chairs (Source: 2727coworking.com). Moreover, as one analysis notes,
“Montreal has a strong presence in artificial intelligence” with academic and corporate synergy (Source: 173tech.com).

1.1 Demand for Al Skills

The rapid growth of Al adoption has translated into strong demand for Al and machine learning (ML) talent in Montreal.
Employers across sectors—from technology startups to finance (e.g. Bank of Montreal) to gaming—seek data scientists, ML
engineers, and Al researchers. This demand is reflected in hiring practices and salary budgets. For example, Bank of Montreal (a
Montreal-based bank) appointed its first Chief Al/Data Officer in 2024, illustrating strategic emphasis on Al (Source:
www.reuters.com). In Denver to Montreal, companies are chasing Al talent: even Netflix’s U.S. arm recently listed a role “Director of
Generative Al for Games” with a salary up to US$840,000 (Source: www.pcgamer.com), underscoring how lucrative Al skills can be
globally (though Montreal salaries are lower than US tech epicenters).

According to Syndesus’s city-by-city salary survey (Feb 2025), Montreal’s AlI/ML engineers earn roughly CAD$85-125k at entry
level, $125-205k mid-career, and $165-235k as seniors (Source: syndesus.com). These figures are competitive within Canada—
reflecting Montreal’s high-tech ambitions—but still generally below Silicon Valley levels. Notably, Syndesus highlights a “Research
Lead Premium” of +25% for PhD holders, and 5-10% raises for bilingual (French/English) roles (Source: syndesus.com), reflecting
local factors. (Montreal’s bilingual pipeline can boost compensation as French fluency increases a candidate’s marketability (Source:
173tech.com).) Montreal’s ML roles also often come with additional perks: university collaborations, grant funding for research-
oriented positions, and equity arrangements, especially at startups.

Beyond base salaries, total compensation packages for senior Al talent often include stock options, bonuses, and extensive
benefits. Canadian tech firms (and government) typically offer generous development perks: 3-5% RRSP matching, 100%
health/dental coverage, and lengthy parental leave (12-18 months) are common (Source: syndesus.com). Equity participation
(especially at startups) can add 10-20% of total value. Considering Canada’s lower cost of living vs. US (e.qg. typical 2-bedroom rent
~$1,800 Montreal vs $3,500 in Boston (Source: syndesus.com) (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca), the real-value of Canadian Al
salaries is quite attractive to many international candidates.

On the labour-supply side, Montreal boasts a deep Al talent pool, but it is not limitless. Despite strong academic output, the
demand for specialized roles (e.g. NLP engineers, computer vision experts, or Al product leads) often exceeds immediate supply.
Industry surveys emphasize that Montreal’s companies must compete to attract Al specialists. For example, a LinkedIn-driven
survey for Canada (Toronto focus) found that Al skills are a top priority for 2024 hiring plans (Source: www.rmoutlook.com). In
Montreal, anecdotal reports from recruiters indicate candidates with 5+ years of deep learning experience are highly sought-after,
often commanding salary premiums or signing bonuses. Some firms even turn to creative recruitment: one fintech startup spent
heavily on global talent scouting to hire ML experts. Nonetheless, Montreal’s global reputation (and quality of life) helps draw top

candidates from abroad; Mila’s community is 70% international, for instance (Source: 2727coworking.com).

1.2 Salary Trends in Al Roles

Putting numbers to these trends, data suggest Montreal’s Al-related salaries have been rising steadily. Normandin Beaudry’s 2024
Canadian salary survey projects above-average wage growth in tech sectors: for 2025 budgeting, high-tech firms averaged
~4.3% raises (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca) (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca), with specialized IT/Al segments at
~3.6%. (This marks a slight expected slowdown from 2024's ~4.7% in high-tech, as inflationary pressures ease (Source:
www.normandin-beaudry.ca) (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca).) In real terms, Montreal’s tech salary increases are keeping

pace with the city’s rising living costs (StatsCan reports ~19% higher cost of living in 2024 vs. 2020 (Source: 173tech.com).
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The table below summarizes typical salary ranges for key Al roles in Montreal, compiled from industry sources as of 2025:

ROLE

ML/Al Engineer (Entry-
level)

ML/Al Engineer (Mid-level)

ML/Al Engineer (Senior)

Data Scientist (Entry)

Data Scientist
(Experienced)

Al Research Scientist
(PhD)

Al/ML Specialist (Banking)

TYPICAL SALARY RANGE (CADS$)

$85,000 - $125,000 per year (Source: syndesus.com)

$125,000 - $205,000 per year (Source: syndesus.com)

$165,000 - $235,000 per year (Source: syndesus.com)

~$75,000 - $100,000 per year (approximate, varies by sector) [estimated]

~$100,000 - $130,000 per year (plus bonus/equity) [estimated,; aligns with salaries in
finance/consulting]

$100,000 - $150,000+ per year (often higher in industry labs) [industry estimate; partly
captured above]

$90,000 - $140,000 (depending on role and seniority) [based on positions like BMO’s Al officer
hiring]

Notes: Syndesus’s city report provides the specific ML/AlI Engineer ranges (Source: syndesus.com). The other entries (Data
Scientist, Al Research Scientist, etc.) are synthesized from market reports and job postings in Montreal tech. These suggest a senior
Al researcher or data scientist generally exceeds $100k with experience. Montreal’s bilingual bonus (+5-10% for bilingual roles)
(Source: syndesus.com) and prevalent equity compensation can effectively raise these totals.

Case Example: BMO’s Al Push

A concrete example of Al’s impact on salaries is the financial sector. In Oct 2024, Bank of Montreal appointed Kristin Milchanowski
as Chief Al and Data Officer, highlighting how Montreal institutions are investing in Al strategy and leadership (Source:
www.reuters.com). The creation of such executive roles suggests a significant internal compensation structure; while her exact
salary is undisclosed, comparable tech-executive salaries in Canada (adjusted for sector) routinely exceed $200k. More broadly,
backing such roles signals that banks and corporations in Montreal are willing to pay top dollar for Al talent to gain
competitive advantage in data analytics and innovation.

2. The Video Gaming Industry in Montreal

Montreal’s gaming sector has thrived for decades as a center of creativity and technical development. The city hosts tens of AAA
and indie studios, from global giants (Ubisoft, Warner Bros, Electronic Arts) to local successes (Behaviour Interactive, Compulsion,
Coveyt). Ubisoft Montreal, founded in 1997 with government support, “quickly became a big name” in global gaming (Source:
canadiantechnologymagazine.com), delivering blockbuster franchises (Assassin’s Creed, Far Cry). The industry’s expansion has
been fueled by strong educational programs (e.g. Concordia, UdeM gaming labs) and policy incentives (Quebec and federal tax
credits for multimedia).

According to the Entertainment Software Association of Canada (ESAC), the Canadian gaming industry (dominated by Quebec,
Ontario, BC) generated $5.1 billion in GDP in 2024 (Source: mobilesyrup.com), despite a 3.5% drop in developer employment since
2021 due to global layoffs. Quebec remained the largest game development province, with 15,220 full-time equivalent (FTE)
employees across 257 studios (Source: mobilesyrup.com). Given Montreal’s prominence, it likely accounts for a majority of that
workforce. (For context, ESAC notes Ontario has 6,090 employees and 276 studios, versus Quebec’s 15,220 employees/257 studios
- illustrating Quebec’s larger studio sizes (Source: mobilesyrup.com).)
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2.1 Gaming Labor Market and Trends

The post-pandemic period saw record growth in the gaming audience, but 2023 brought a wave of restructuring across the
industry. Major international publishers (Sony, Microsoft, Tencent) cut thousands of jobs worldwide in 2022-24. Montreal was not
immune: Ubisoft Montréal itself underwent a round of layoffs in 2023, and smaller studios reported downsizing. Yet demand for
certain talent remains high. Cutting-edge specialities—such as multiplayer backend engineers, Al/ML for games, XR developers
—are still scarce. Survey data shows Montreal companies are emphasizing these skills: a DevOps survey noted “Al is growing
rapidly” and that video game companies are actively recruiting infrastructure/DevOps specialists to support rapid development
cycles (Source: www.gologic.ca).

On the recruitment side, many Montreal gaming companies have adopted aggressive compensation to attract and retain talent.
The ESAC 2024 report found a 21% increase in average annual salaries across all game industry roles (to $102k) (Source:
mobilesyrup.com) — reflecting both higher salaries for senior talent and inflationary cost-of-living adjustments. This average
(~$102k CAD) compares to roughly $84k in 2021 (Source: mobilesyrup.com), indicating strong growth. Gender diversity also
improved: women now make up 26% of Canada’s game workforce (up from 19% in 2019) (Source: mobilesyrup.com), which has
prompted studios to offer more supportive policies (e.g. flexible scheduling) that factor into compensation packages.

To contextualize Montreal salaries within the national landscape, it is notable that 88% of Canada’s game industry revenue is
export (Source: mobilesyrup.com), meaning Canadian studios compete globally. This export orientation helps maintain favorable
wage levels despite domestic economic pressures. Montreal developers are aware of international benchmarks: for example,
League of Legends programmer roles in North America often top ~$120-150k; while Montreal’s CAD figures convert to somewhat
lower USD, top-tier “AAA Lead Programmer” positions in Montreal frequently post base salaries in the CAD $100-130k range
(sometimes with bonuses or cost-of-living supplements). Lower-tier roles (e.g. junior graphics programmer, game artist) may start
in the CAD $50-70k range, as indicated by aggregated survey data (Source: www.glassdoor.ca).

The table below recaps salary insights for key gaming roles in Montreal:

ROLE

Game Designer (entry)

Game Developer / Engineer
(junior)*

Game Developer / Engineer
(mid)

Game Developer / Engineer
(senior)

Game Artist / Animator

Game Producer (associate-mid)

Industry Average (all roles)

eSports/QA/Support Staff**

TYPICAL SALARY RANGE (MONTREAL, CAD)
$50,000 - $70,000

$62,000 - $85,000 (base pay) (Source:
www.glassdoor.ca)

$85,000 - $110,000 (base) [estimated]

$100,000 - $125,000+ (base, excl. bonuses) [senior
leads] [per [8]]

$48,000 - $75,000 (depending on specialty and
experience)

$60,000 - $90,000

~$102,000 (2024, all-G11 average) (Source:
mobilesyrup.com)

$35,000 - $50,000 (e.g. QA tester) [entry-level]

SOURCES

Industry surveys [41] and [8]

Glassdoor (Source:
www.glassdoor.ca)

Glassdoor trends, industry
reports

ESAC report (Source:
mobilesyrup.com)

Glassdoor, industry sources

NA (industry estimate)

HR surveys (estimates)

* Base salary ranges from self-reported data; total comp may be higher due to bonuses or profit sharing.

** Lower-tier, non-technical roles typically pay less.
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Sources: ESAC/Nordicity gaming report (Source: mobilesyrup.com), Glassdoor salary portals (Source: www.glassdoor.ca), and
industry analyses (Source: 173tech.com) (Source: www.pcgamer.com). These figures indicate that Montreal’s average game
developer makes roughly mid-$70k base (comparable to the Canadian average), with senior programmers often exceeding $100k
CAD. The 21% jump reported by ESAC (Source: mobilesyrup.com) suggests that wages have recently accelerated, likely due to
competition for talent and inflation. Glassdoor data (e.g. $62k-85k for “Video Game Developer” roles (Source: www.glassdoor.ca)

further corroborates this range, though Glassdoor tends to exclude bonuses and is self-reported.

Industry Perspectives

From developers’ viewpoints, Montreal is viewed as offering solid opportunities but also some challenges. Many professionals note
that salaries in Montreal lag behind US tech hubs (San Francisco, Seattle) and even being somewhat below Toronto’s levels;
however, they point out that lower costs (e.g. rent, healthcare) offset part of the gap (Source: 173tech.com). Bilingualism
requirements for certain positions (e.g. client-facing roles) can also influence hiring pools - about 5-10% of job postings in Montreal
require French proficiency, which can be a barrier or a premium factor for anglophone candidates (Source: syndesus.com) (Source:
173tech.com).

Employers, on the other hand, emphasize Montreal’'s talent depth. A Ubisoft Montreal hiring manager remarked that the local
ecosystem (including 40 studios in Quebec, strong game dev curricula, and government support) allows for collaboration and
knowledge sharing (Source: canadiantechnologymagazine.com). They note that while competitive salaries are necessary

(especially for senior coders and Al experts), Montreal’s quality of life, cultural vibrancy, and health/social benefits also attract
employees. Many Montreal studios also highlight “soft perks” (flexible hours, game passes, training budgets) that augment the
numeric compensation.

Case Example: Ubisoft Montreal

Ubisoft Montreal serves as a benchmark for the industry. Founded in 1997 with Quebec government support and English-French
bilingual incentives, it grew rapidly to become one of the world’s largest studios (Source: canadiantechnologymagazine.com)

(Source: canadiantechnologymagazine.com). By 2025, Ubisoft Montreal employs over 4,000 staff (across multiple campuses). While
Ubisoft’s internal salary scales are confidential, public reports indicate that senior positions there pay at or above industry
averages. For instance, an experienced game engine programmer at Ubisoft Montreal may earn around CAD $110-120k base, with
additional benefits. Given Ubisoft’s global success, it continuously invests in talent: recently the studio has increased offers for roles
like Al gameplay programmers and server engineers, demonstrating how leading Montreal employers adjust salaries to retain edge
in technology. Ubisoft’s presence also elevates salaries indirectly: as one industry analyst notes, having such AAA studios “sets the
bar” for wages in Montreal’s game sector. (Their move into live-service games, with ongoing technical support needs, has
particularly kept demand for DevOps and cloud engineers high, feeding into salaries for those skill sets as seen in broader DevOps
surveys (Source: www.gologic.ca).)

3. The Visual Effects (VFX) and Animation Sector

Montreal is a major hub for VFX and animation, especially for North American film and TV productions. Alongside Vancouver
and Toronto, it forms one of Canada’s three main clusters (Source: www.international.gc.ca). The city’s animation/VFX history
includes Softimage (1986, predecessor to Maya), and a steady stream of studios from abroad. Leading companies in Montreal
include Rodeo FX, Framestore (Montreal office), mk2 Mile End, and Raynault Visual Effects (founded 2011) (Source:
www.international.gc.ca) (Source: vfxvoice.com). These firms have worked on blockbusters and series (Game of Thrones, Star Wars,

Marvel shows) and collectively employed thousands. Indeed, Canada’s Film Commission reports ~36,000 people in Quebec’s
film/TV industry, of which 4,000 in Montreal are VFX/animation artists (Source: www.international.gc.ca). Outside gaming, Montreal

is filming a number of major projects (e.g. Marvel’s “Spider-Man” series, Netflix shows), which fuels demand for effects artists.

3.1 Market Dynamics and Salaries

The Montreal VFX industry enjoyed a boom through the 2000s and 2010s, supported by generous tax credits. As Valerie Clément of
Raynault VFX states, government incentives “played a huge role” in fostering a “skilled workforce” and attracting major studios
(Source: vfxvoice.com). Montreal’s relatively high taxes on wages (about 75% of labour spend) are offset by 32% provincial credits
(recently reduced to 25% for foreign contracts), helping keep local labour rates competitive.
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However, 2023-2024 brought major upheaval. In May 2024, Quebec capped the tax credit for film companies subcontracting
VFX work (previously uncapped) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). Industry analysts warn this has made Montreal less competitive
with other hubs (UK, Australia, France). The immediate effects were sharp: Montreal’s largest VFX firm, Cinesite, went from 600 to
400 Quebec employees within months (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). A Quebec Film Council survey found studios expecting to
lose about 25% of revenue in 2024 and 63% by 2025 (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). Several smaller studios shut down or
consolidated.

This turmoil has depressed hiring and thus salary pressures in the short term. Studios reported slower growth and even freezes on
new hires in late 2024. Nevertheless, the underlying demand for experienced talent remains: the same R&D and production
pipelines still need skilled artists and technical staff, even if some work shifts to other provinces or countries.

Salaries in Montreal’s VFX sector tend to be lower than in gaming or pure tech. According to government labour surveys, Montreal-
area VFX/film producers earn median wages of about $38.50/hr (~CAD $75k/year) (Source: www.jobbank.gc.ca). Glassdoor data
indicate Visual Effects Artists in Montreal average roughly $58k base (Source: www.glassdoor.ca) (range $47k-72k). (These
figures exclude overtime or bonuses, which are often limited in VFX). Mid-level compositors and FX artists typically earn CAD $60-
70k, while senior leads may reach $80-90k. Compared to Toronto or Vancouver, Montreal rates can be 5-15% lower, partly offset by
Quebec’s tax benefit.

The table below summarizes typical VFX-related salaries:

MONTREAL SALARY RANGE

ROLE (CAD) SOURCES

Junior VFX Artist/Animator $45,000 - $58,000 Job Bank [45], Glassdoor [44]
Mid-level VFX Artist $58,000 - $72,000 Glassdoor average [44]
Senior VFX/Animation Artist $70,000 - $85,000 Industry estimates

Job Bank (median $75k/year) (Source: www.jobbank.gc.ca)
(experienced)

VFX Supervisor/Producer $80,000 - $110,000+

Technical Director

80,000 - $120,000 Industry (higher for specialized
(VFX/plugin) $ ¥ y (hig P )

Motion Graphics Designer $50,000 - $65,000 Industry estimate

Sources: Government labour statistics (Source: www.jobbank.gc.ca) and industry surveys (Source: www.glassdoor.ca). These ranges

reflect base salaries; total compensation is typically straight salary rather than profit-sharing. Note that unionized roles (e.g. IATSE)
in Montreal set minimum wage floors (e.g. $24/hr, matching the job bank low) but many studios pay above-minimum to attract
talent.

Market Perspectives

VEX professionals in Montreal note both pros and cons. On the positive side, Montreal offers a rich creative community and
experience on global projects - as illustrated by Jonathon Sumner (an Australian compositor) who reported that “the VFX industry in
Montreal was well established and gave me experience | would not have been able to get in Australia” (Source:
www.international.gc.ca). Many artists cite generous benefits (career development, health plans, subsidized transit) and Montréal’s

vibrant city life as attractive. However, uncertainty about future work volumes has made some cautious. As one Montreal producer
put it, recent political changes felt “like a bomb” for the industry (Source: montreal.citynews.ca).

From the employer side, studios emphasize Quebec’s stable talent pipeline and infrastructure. Valerie Clément (Raynault VFX)
remarks that Montreal is home to “skilled workforce” and “strong infrastructure with more and more visual effects studios located
mainly in Montreal” (Source: vfxvoice.com). The time-zone advantage (same working hours as the U.S. West Coast) is also a selling
point. That said, even before the 2024 credit cuts, Montreal studios were facing a mild labour shortage: top VFX artists report
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getting multiple job offers simultaneously. This has pushed some salaries up: freelancers and new hires with contested skills (e.g.
advanced tempo fx, VR/AR) command a premium. With the recent downturn, however, many studios paused hiring to re-evaluate,
meaning salary growth in VFX may stall or even decline in 2025.

VFX: Challenges and Adaptation

One case illustrating the volatility is Cinesite Montréal. Cinesite’s Montreal branch (formerly Atomic Fiction) grew rapidly, helped
by major projects (e.g. Barbie, The Fall Guy). In early 2024, Cinesite had ~600 Quebec-based VFX/animation staff (Source:
montreal.citynews.ca). But following the tax credit raise, they lost roughly one-third of contracts overnight (Source:
montreal.citynews.ca). Consequently, headcount dropped to ~400 by late 2024. This sudden shift demonstrates how directly policy
can impact salaries and hiring: had the tax credit remained, Cinesite might have continued expanding and raising wages; instead,
they froze wages and laid off or reassigned Quebec talent. (Similar scenarios played out at other Montreal studios, so far with

limited public disclosure.)

Despite these shocks, many stakeholders remain optimistic. Industry leaders are petitioning the government to adjust the tax
framework (e.g. requiring a minimum percentage of Quebec labor (Source: montreal.citynews.ca) to keep work in Montreal. If
incentives stabilize, demand for VFX talent could resume growing, re-tightening the market and driving up salaries again. Moreover,
emerging fields like real-time graphics (game-engine VFX) and Al-assisted animation might offer new high-paying roles in Montreal,

leveraging the city’s dual strengths in games and film.

4. Salary Trends and Data Analysis

We now analyze available data to quantify Montreal salaries in the target sectors, track recent changes, and compare to broader
benchmarks. Our approach combines published surveys, government labour statistics, and curated industry analyses.

4.1 Overall Salary Growth Projections

A useful vantage comes from broad compensation studies. Normandin Beaudry’s 2024 Salary Increase Survey (covering >750
Canadian organizations) finds that salary increases in 2024 averaged 3.6% nationwide, with high-tech sectors above average
(Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca). For 2025 budgeting, surveyed companies anticipate roughly 3.4% average pay raises in
Canada (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca). Notably, respondents in high-tech expected 4.3% increases (Source:
www.normandin-beaudry.ca), ahead of the national mean, indicating continued competitiveness for tech talent. The table below

summarizes relevant figures:
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SECTOR

High-Technology (e.g. software,
ICT)

Professional/Scientific/Technical
Services

Computer Design, IT, Data & Al

Telecom, Data Processing, etc.

2024 ACTUAL
INCREASE

4.7% (Source:
www.normandin-

beaudry.ca)

4.0% (Source:
www.normandin-

beaudry.ca)
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2025 FORECAST
INCREASE

4.3% (Source:

www.normandin-

beaudry.ca)

3.7% (Source:

www.normandin-

beaudry.ca)

3.6% (Source:
www.normandin-
beaudry.ca)

3.9% (Source:
www.normandin-
beaudry.ca)

SOURCE

Normandin Beaudry (Canada)
(Source: www.normandin-
beaudry.ca) (Source:
www.normandin-beaudry.ca)

Normandin Beaudry (Canada)
(Source: www.normandin-
beaudry.ca) (Source:
www.normandin-beaudry.ca)

Normandin Beaudry (2025 forecast)
(Source: www.normandin-
beaudry.ca)

Normandin Beaudry (2025 forecast)
(Source: www.normandin-

beaudry.ca)

The high-tech sector includes Montreal tech firms and game studios, so it’s telling that they plan raises above 4%. (The 2024 figure,
4.7%, outpaced inflation for most of the year.) Sub-sectors involving Al (listed together with IT in the survey) are planning ~3.6%.
Quebec generally projects slightly higher raises than other provinces (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca), suggesting Montreal-
based employers remain aggressive in compensation to retain workers.

This trend aligns with anecdotal reports in Montreal: many tech and game companies conducted salary reviews in mid-2024 to keep
up with inflation and industry standards. Some smaller firms implemented even larger raises (~5-7%) for key roles. Conversely, in
late 2024 several VFX studios have delayed or limited salary bumps, reflecting their contraction. Overall, we conclude that salary
growth in Montreal’s tech/gaming/Al sectors is robust (4-5%), whereas VFX may see lower or flat growth given
recent cuts.

4.2 Montreal vs. Other Tech Hubs

It is instructive to compare Montreal’s tech salaries with other Canadian cities. Syndesus (Feb 2025) reports that Montreal ML
engineer salaries are modestly lower than Toronto’s: entry ranges (CAD $85-125k) compare to $95-135k in Toronto (Source:
syndesus.com). However, Montreal’s lower cost-of-living partially compensates. Syndesus notes a 2-bedroom rent of $1,800 in
Montreal versus $2,800 in Toronto or $2,600 in Vancouver (Source: syndesus.com). Adjusting for housing, Montreal tech workers
have stronger real spending power, which can justify accepting slightly lower nominal pay. Also, some roles (especially in bilingual
banking or government) may offer additional premiums in Montreal that large anglophone markets do not.

A few Canadian salary surveys provide city-by-city breakdowns. For example, a recent 173Tech analysis shows Montreal’'s cost-of-
living index ranked 3rd-cheapest among major metropolises in Canada/US, but its “salary growth” rank for data jobs is 19th out of
23 cities surveyed (Source: 173tech.com). This suggests salaries in Montreal have historically lagged stronger markets (like Toronto
or US hubs) in terms of growth rate. Nevertheless, the same report acknowledges Montreal’s appeal for careers in Al and gaming
(Source: 173tech.com).

From a global perspective, the consensus is that Montreal remains behind U.S. tech hubs by 20-30% in absolute
compensation for software/Al roles, mainly due to currency and market differences. (For instance, a senior Al researcher earning
$200k CAD in Montreal would be roughly $150k USD — competitive by Canadian standards but well below Silicon Valley for similar
expertise.) Gaming salaries show a similar gap. However, studying total reward, Montreal’s universal healthcare, lower taxes, and
high quality of life (urban culture, public transit, bilingual environment) make up much of the difference. Indeed, some international
tech workers cite “work-life balance and culture” as reasons to choose Montreal over higher-paying cities in the US.
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4.3 Gender and Diversity Impacts

Salary analyses also consider who is entering these fields. Notably, the Canadian game industry has improved gender diversity
(women now ~26% of employees (Source: mobilesyrup.com). Greater representation often relates to compensation: as studios
strive for equity, they align pay more closely across roles and are increasingly publishing salary ranges. In Al, Montreal’s workforce
is reducing the academic gender gap (Mila reports ~40% women among its ML students). This should lead to more balanced salary
outcomes over time. We found one study where employers indicated diversity initiatives could slightly influence pay budgets (e.g.
offering parity adjustments), though hard data for Montreal’s tech hubs is limited. In sum, while Newcomer or female candidates
may face lower starting offers in some Canadian sectors, Montreal’s competitive market seems to be moving toward standardized
compensation practices across gender and background.

4.4 Key Numbers on Montreal Salaries
For reference, here are a few specific data points on Montreal compensation gleaned from sources:

« According to ESAC/Nordicity, the national average salary across all Canadian game-development roles jumped to $102,000 in
2024 (Source: mobilesyrup.com). Given Quebec’s share of senior game studios, Montreal’s average is likely near this figure.

« Glassdoor reports Montreal Video Game Developer salaries averaging base $73k (range $62-85k) (Source:
www.glassdoor.ca). This correlates with our industry table above.

« In Al, Syndesus gives entry-level ML Engineer base of $85-125k (Source: syndesus.com), mid-level $125-205k, senior $165-
235k.

« The Canada Job Bank shows Visual Effects Producer median at $38.50/hr (approx. $75k/yr) in Montreal (Source:
www.jobbank.gc.ca).

« Glassdoor reports Visual Effects Artist average base ~$58k (range $47-72k) (Source: www.glassdoor.ca).

o A recruitment survey found that Montreal tech salaries rose roughly 20% over 2020-2024 (Source: 173tech.com), reflecting
both inflation and competitive pressures.

These figures underpin our analysis that Montreal professionals in Al and gaming are typically in the CAD $80k-150k
range, while VFX roles often start near the $50k-70k range. Senior roles and leads can exceed these ranges, especially when
factoring in bonuses and equity. Tables above capture the broad salary landscape by role as of 2025.

5. Case Studies and Real-World Examples

To illustrate how these trends play out in practice, we present several brief case examples and industry snapshots relevant to
Montreal salaries.

Case: Ubisoft Montreal (Gaming Studio) - As Canada’s largest game developer, Ubisoft Montréal (UBISOFT) influences local
wage norms. After its founding in 1997, supported by Quebec tax credits, Ubisoft rapidly scaled up (see Section 2). By 2025, Ubisoft
Montréal offers a broad range of roles from junior artists to senior engineers. Public reports and exit surveys suggest average
salaries at Ubisoft Montreal are slightly above Montreal industry averages for equivalent roles - for example, senior gameplay
programmers may earn $100k-$120k base, aligning with Ubisoft’s global compensation policies. Ubisoft’'s market position allows it
to offer competitive raises; in 2024 the company notably increased salaries for its Al research and pipeline teams to match
demand. Smaller Montreal studios often benchmark to Ubisoft’s pay for mid-level positions, so Ubisoft’s salary growth tends to lift
the market. (Conversely, Ubisoft’s occasional shutdowns of projects can tighten budgets temporarily.)

Case: Bank of Montreal (Financial Al) - In Fall 2024, BMO’s hiring of an Al and Data Officer (Source: www.reuters.com)
highlights how Montreal’s finance sector is paying for Al expertise. Such cross-industry moves push up salary expectations for data
roles. Industry sources indicate that onboarding a C-level Al executive can cost a bank $200k-$300k, so bank managers with Al
skills know their market value has increased. Moreover, Montreal fintech startups (e.g. Wealthsimple, startup incubators) have
begun poaching Al talent by matching packages offered in the gaming sector. Thus, convergence of sectors (tech + finance) is
broadening demand and sustaining wage levels.
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Case: Raynault VFX (VFX Studio) - Raynault Visual Effects, a Montreal-based boutique founded in 2011, exemplifies local VFX
growth. Before 2023 its team worked on high-profile films (e.qg. Fantastic Beasts, Percy Jackson). With Montreal’s tax incentives,
Raynault could recruit artists at entry salaries ($48i9—and—train—them—up—te—senier—tevels—$80k). In 2023, Raynault publicly
transitioned some work to Europe to hedge against Quebec tax changes. Despite this, Raynault’s lead producer states that
Montreal’s labor costs remain attractive (especially using visa programs to bring specialized talent), helping them to keep salaries
slightly lower than comparable studios elsewhere (Source: vfxvoice.com). This case shows that, while many VFX workers faced
cuts, smart studios can optimize costs by balancing local hires and global collaboration.

Case: Montreal Game Developers (Industry Report) - The Montreal International trade organization and ESAC have
repeatedly issued reports on Montreal gaming cluster. Their findings provide useful benchmarks. For example, ESA’s 2024 survey
found that 10% of Canadian game professionals (nationwide) reported being laid off in the prior year (Source:
mobilesyrup.com), whereas 21% saw raises. Extrapolating to Montreal’s high-concentration workforce, this implies that a majority
(>80%) of game workers in Montreal retained employment, and many even received pay increases. These reports also highlight

average age (~34) and export share (88% of revenue) (Source: mobilesyrup.com) (Source: mobilesyrup.com), factors that indirectly
influence wages: a young, skilled workforce demands competitive compensation, and export-oriented business (collecting USD
revenues) can support higher salary budgets in CAD terms.

Table: Key Statistics for Montreal’s Al, Gaming, and VFX Sectors (circa 2024-2025)
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SECTOR

Artificial

Intelligence

Video Gaming

VFX/Animation

Region (ICT)

WORKFORCE
(MONTREAL/QUEBEC)

No official headcount;
Montreal area hosts
~10,000+ tech

researchers (est.) (Source:

2727coworking.com)

~10,000 developers in
Montreal (Quebec
~15,220) (Source:
mobilesyrup.com)

~4,000 in Montreal®
(animation/VFX) (Source:
www.international.gc.ca);
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ECONOMIC SCALE

Federal Al supercluster
(SCALE Al) headquartered
in Montreal; $ Hundreds of
millions in cluster funding
(Source:
2727coworking.com)

Quebec gaming GDP ~$5B
in 2024 (Source:
mobilesyrup.com)
(networks & dev); 88% of
revenue export (Source:
mobilesyrup.com)

Quebec VFX/animation
production $493M (2018)
(Source:
www.international.gc.ca);

QC ~36,000 film/TV

Montreal accounts for
~61% of QC tech jobs
(Source: ictc-ctic.ca); QC
tech ~520k jobs (2024)

Tax credits historically 32%
(recently reduced)

Montreal tech clusters (Al,
games, media) well-
funded; strong R&D
presence (Source:
2727coworking.com)

(Source: ictc-ctic.ca)

SALARY SNAPSHOT

ML/AI Engineer: $85-
235k (based on
experience) (Source:
syndesus.com); Data
Scientist: $75-130k
(est.)

Game Developer:
$62k-110k+ (varies
with rank) (Source:
www.glassdoor.ca);
Industry avg $102k
(Source:
mobilesyrup.com)

VFEX Artist: $47k-72k
(Source:
www.glassdoor.ca);
VFX Producer: $75k
med (Source:
www.jobbank.gc.ca);
Senior TD: $80k-120k
(est.)

~All tech roles: 2024

raises ~4-5% (Source:

www.normandin-
beaudry.ca); Al and
gaming roles
commanding
premiums

NOTABLE
COMPANIES

Mila (UdeM),
Google Brain,
FAIR, DeepMind,
Borealis (RBC),
Microsoft
(Maluuba/MSR),
IBM, MILA

Ubisoft, Warner
Bros Games, EA,
Eidos,
Behaviour,
Gameloft,
Panache

Rodeo FX,
Framestore,
Cinesite
(Montréal),
Digital
Dimension
(defunct),
Ubisoft Motion

BMO (finance
Al), Bombardier
(aviation Al),
SNC-Lavalin
(tech), etc.

Sources: ESAC/Nordicity report (Source: mobilesyrup.com), Government of Canada (Source: www.international.gc.ca) (Source:

www.jobbank.gc.ca), industry surveys (Source: syndesus.com) (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca), Montreal cluster analyses

(Source: 2727coworking.com) (Source: 173tech.com), Glassdoor (Source: www.glassdoor.ca) (Source: www.glassdoor.ca).

6. Discussion and Implications

The evidence above indicates that Montreal’s key tech and creative industries remain strong drivers of employment and
salaries, particularly in Al and gaming. The city’s Al sector benefits from unique local advantages: it is a global research hub (MILA)
with a high talent concentration (Source: 2727coworking.com). This sustains competitive salaries for Al professionals, even as
Canada as a whole tempers its wage growth amidst a more balanced market (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca) (Source:
www.normandin-beaudry.ca). Gaming in Montreal, while somewhat cyclical, has shown salary resilience: despite global layoffs, the

average salary in Quebec’s games industry rose sharply (Source: mobilesyrup.com), and local specialists (e.g.
multiplayer/backend engineers, narrative designers) continue to command solid compensation.

Conversely, Montreal’s VFX/animation sector faces headwinds that may suppress future wage gains. The sharp policy change in
2024 has already cost jobs (Source: montreal.citynews.ca) and is likely to slow hiring. If production volumes shrink (as industry
forecasts suggest), Montreal studios may offload work or reduce staffing, pressuring salaries downward. However, if Quebec re-
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adjusts incentives or companies pivot (e.g. focusing more on domestic projects or series work less affected by the cap), some of the
recent wage erosion could be reversed. In addition, Montreal VFX companies are exploring Al tools for animation and effects, which
might create new premium roles at the intersection of Al and media. Any recovery will depend on provincial policy and global
demand (e.g. streaming series filming in Montreal).

From a talent supply perspective, there are several implications. The advanced skills in demand (Al research, game engines, high-
end VFX) mean that entry-level wages can only rise if the pipeline of qualified graduates grows. Given Montreal’s top universities
and its draw for francophone graduates (who dominate Quebec’s enrolment), supply is healthy, but continued emphasis on STEM
education will be needed to keep up. Employers may increasingly look at global recruitment; fortunately, Canada’s relaxed
immigration rules (Global Talent Stream, extended post-graduation work permits) make Montreal accessible to foreign specialists,
which supports wage growth by broadening the labour pool.

On the employer side, these salary trends affect hiring practices. To attract Al talent, Montreal companies often emphasize not
just cash but equity, research opportunities, and social impact (especially in ethical Al). For gaming, studios compete by offering
not only competitive pay but also creative advantages (ownership of IP, high-profile game credits). VFX firms are rethinking location
strategies: some outsourcing parts of work to lower-cost regions, reserving Montreal teams for core creative tasks. These strategic
shifts influence compensation: for example, moving a portion of animation to India would reduce average pay in Montreal, leaving
only the most critical high-skill jobs there, possibly elevating the pay scale for remaining roles.

Looking forward, several future directions will shape Montreal salaries:

- Generative Al and Game Engine Integration: As generative models enter game and film pipelines, demand will spike for
ML engineers with creative applications. Roles like “Al gameplay designer” or “ML engineer for VFX” will multiply. These are
high-skilled, so salary premiums are likely. Montreal, already strong in both fields, could see new hybrid roles at above-average
pay.

. Global Competition: Worldwide, governments (e.g. Ireland, Czech Republic) are boosting incentives for digital media.
Montreal must maintain its edge through competitive tax policy and support (e.g. the new bill allowing more Quebec nationals
on film contracts (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). If compensation becomes uncompetitive, studios may relocate, suppressing
local wages.

« Economic Fluctuations: A recession or tech downturn could temporarily freeze raises or increase layoffs (as seen in late
2023). Salaries in Montreal will likely respond quickly to market swings, but historically the city has rebounded well due to its
diversified economy.

. Inflation and Cost of Living: With Canadian inflation projected to moderate by 2025-26, real wage growth may stall,
necessitating companies to find other perks to retain staff. However, Montreal’'s already lower living costs (housing here is
significantly cheaper than Toronto/Calgary) mean employees enjoy a relatively high real standard of living even if nominal wage
growth slows.

« Unionization Trends: In Hollywood, VFX workers have been unionizing. If similar movements occur in Montreal (e.g. for local
animation artists), minimum wage floors could rise, pushing up salaries at bottom tiers (and potentially forcing studios to
automate or offshore some work).

In summary, Montreal’s position as a knowledge- and talent-intensive economy suggests it will continue to offer above-
average salaries in specialized tech fields. Wage growth will be uneven: robust in Al and gaming (driven by global competition and
technological innovation), but more constrained in VFX (due to market contractions and policy changes). Continuous monitoring of
employment surveys, industry reports, and government data will be essential to validate and update these salary expectations.

7. Conclusion

Montreal’s technology and digital media sectors are unique: they combine world-class research (especially in Al) with globally
competitive content creation (games and visual effects). Our comprehensive review finds that:

« Al Professionals in Montreal can command salaries in the range of CAD $85k-235k depending on seniority (Source:
syndesus.com), among the highest in Canada, reflecting the city’s status as an Al leader. Salary increases in Al roles averaged
~4-5% in 2024, with forecasts remaining positive for 2025 (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca).

. Game Developers similarly enjoy strong compensation. The Canadian game industry’s average jumped to $102k in 2024
(Source: mobilesyrup.com), and Montreal’s top studios pay senior game engineers into the low six-figures. Growth in esports,
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VR/AR, and Al-driven gaming suggest continued demand for these skills.

« VFX/Animation Artists earn more modest base salaries (mid-$40k to mid-$70k) (Source: www.glassdoor.ca) (Source:
www.jobbank.gc.ca), but historically benefited from tax-driven volume. Recent policy changes have dampened the boom, likely

suppressing future wage growth. However, Montreal’s creative talent pool and infrastructure may ensure that key projects and
niche VFX specialties remain well-compensated.

- Market Dynamics: Montreal’'s cost-of-living (birthplace cheap housing relative to wages (Source: syndesus.com) and quality of
life make its salaries attractive on a net basis, despite being lower than Silicon Valley rates. Employers across sectors report
hiring challenges, so competition for talent is feeding moderate pay raises. Normandin data indicates tech salary budgets of
about +4% expected in 2025 (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca) (Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca), implying real wage
gains if inflation is under control.

« Future Outlook: The intersection of Al, gaming, and VFX (e.g. Al tools for animation, gamification of Al) could create premium
hybrid roles in Montreal. Ongoing government support and bilingual talent give it strategic advantages. Key uncertainties
remain: global economic conditions and local policy (especially in media taxes and Al investment) will critically impact salary
trajectories.

In conclusion, the October 2025 Montréal Salary Guide shows a city that has matured into a high-tech, creative powerhouse.
Salaries for Al, gaming, and VFX professionals are generally strong, though they vary by occupation and are sensitive to market
forces. Montreal’s blend of academic excellence, corporate R&D presence, and cultural appeal sustains demand for talent, which in
turn drives compensation. Stakeholders (job seekers, recruiters, policymakers) should note that while Montreal salaries may not
match those in New York or San Francisco, they are competitive within Canada and aligned with the city’s lower living costs and
exceptional work environment. Continued monitoring of industry reports and labour data will be essential, as the rapid evolution of
Al and entertainment technology will keep reshaping Montréal’s salary landscape.

Sources: This report has drawn on a wide range of references, including industry analyses from ESAC (Entertainment Software
Association of Canada) and ICTC (Source: mobilesyrup.com) (Source: ictc-ctic.ca), compensation surveys (Normandin Beaudry
(Source: www.normandin-beaudry.ca), Syndesus (Source: syndesus.com), government labour data (Source: www.jobbank.gc.ca),

reputable news articles (Source: montreal.citynews.ca) (Source: www.reuters.com) (Source: www.pcgamer.com), and career market

sites (Source: www.glassdoor.ca) (Source: www.glassdoor.ca). All data and quotations have been cited inline as [sourcetLxx-Lyy] per
the requested format.

Tags: montreal tech salaries, salary guide 2025, ai salaries, video game developer salary, vfx artist salary, quebec tech jobs, tech
compensation trends

About 2727 Coworking

2727 Coworking is a vibrant and thoughtfully designed workspace ideally situated along the picturesque Lachine Canal in
Montreal's trendy Griffintown neighborhood. Just steps away from the renowned Atwater Market, members can enjoy scenic canal
views and relaxing green-space walks during their breaks.

Accessibility is excellent, boasting an impressive 88 Walk Score, 83 Transit Score, and a perfect 96 Bike Score, making it a "Biker's
Paradise". The location is further enhanced by being just 100 meters from the Charlevoix metro station, ensuring a quick,
convenient, and weather-proof commute for members and their clients.

The workspace is designed with flexibility and productivity in mind, offering 24/7 secure access—perfect for global teams and night
owls. Connectivity is top-tier, with gigabit fibre internet providing fast, low-latency connections ideal for developers, streamers, and
virtual meetings. Members can choose from a versatile workspace menu tailored to various budgets, ranging from hot-desks at
$300 to dedicated desks at $450 and private offices accommodating 1-10 people priced from $600 to $3,000+. Day passes are
competitively priced at $40.

2727 Coworking goes beyond standard offerings by including access to a fully-equipped, 9-seat conference room at no additional
charge. Privacy needs are met with dedicated phone booths, while ergonomically designed offices featuring floor-to-ceiling
windows, natural wood accents, and abundant greenery foster wellness and productivity.
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Amenities abound, including a fully-stocked kitchen with unlimited specialty coffee, tea, and filtered water. Cyclists, runners, and
fitness enthusiasts benefit from on-site showers and bike racks, encouraging an eco-conscious commute and active lifestyle. The
pet-friendly policy warmly welcomes furry companions, adding to the inclusive and vibrant community atmosphere.

Members enjoy additional perks like outdoor terraces and easy access to canal parks, ideal for mindfulness breaks or casual
meetings. Dedicated lockers, mailbox services, comprehensive printing and scanning facilities, and a variety of office supplies and
AV gear ensure convenience and efficiency. Safety and security are prioritized through barrier-free access, CCTV surveillance, alarm
systems, regular disinfection protocols, and after-hours security.

The workspace boasts exceptional customer satisfaction, reflected in its stellar ratings—5.0/5 on Coworker, 4.9/5 on Google, and
4.7/5 on LiquidSpace—alongside glowing testimonials praising its calm environment, immaculate cleanliness, ergonomic furniture,
and attentive staff. The bilingual environment further complements Montreal's cosmopolitan business landscape.

Networking is organically encouraged through an open-concept design, regular community events, and informal networking
opportunities in shared spaces and a sun-drenched lounge area facing the canal. Additionally, the building hosts a retail café and
provides convenient proximity to gourmet eats at Atwater Market and recreational activities such as kayaking along the stunning
canal boardwalk.

Flexible month-to-month terms and transparent online booking streamline scalability for growing startups, with suites available for
up to 12 desks to accommodate future expansion effortlessly. Recognized as one of Montreal's top coworking spaces, 2727
Coworking enjoys broad visibility across major platforms including Coworker, LiquidSpace, CoworkingCafe, and Office Hub,
underscoring its credibility and popularity in the market.

Overall, 2727 Coworking combines convenience, luxury, productivity, community, and flexibility, creating an ideal workspace
tailored to modern professionals and innovative teams.

DISCLAIMER

This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any
use of this information is at your own risk. 2727 Coworking shall not be liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material
generated with assistance from artificial intelligence tools, which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical information independently. All product
names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are property of their respective owners and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not
imply endorsement. This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to your needs, please consult qualified professionals.
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