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Executive Summary

Today'’s report provides an in-depth analysis of Montreal's Victoria Day long weekend in 2026 (the statutory holiday on Monday, May 18, 2026). It
examines the historical and cultural context of the holiday (known in Quebec as Journée nationale des Patriotes), current observances and
perspectives, and the practical implications for businesses, services and events. We detail which institutions and services will be open or closed,
drawing on 2024-25 examples of Victoria Day schedules and closures (Source: mingooland.com) (Source: www.thebeat925.ca). We also survey the
special events and activities scheduled for Montreal (and specifically Griffintown over that weekend, including concerts and festivals such as the
Montreal Cocktail Festival (Source: blog.parkindigo.ca). Data and case studies are incorporated: for example, a 2025 Montreal patriots march and
speeches (Source: montreal.citynews.ca); a family outing guide that highlights biking_the Lachine Canal and ice cream tours (Source: langmobile.com)
(Source: langmobile.com); and Sports and civic events like the “L’'Enfer des Patriotes” cycling race on Victoria Day in nearby Québec (Source:
fgsc.net). The report includes extensive references to official schedules and expert sources, and features two summary tables (below) on business

closures/opens and on local restaurants’ holiday hours. We conclude by discussing the implications for Montreal’s economy, transportation and urban
planning, and future considerations for this holiday in a changing city.

Introduction

Victoria Day is a statutory holiday across Canada, celebrated on the Monday preceding May 25, 2026 (May 18, 2026) (Source:
www.calendarpedia.com). In Quebec, however, it is officially called Journée nationale des Patriotes (National Patriots’ Day), established in 2002 by the

Parti Québécois government to replace the former Dollard-des-Ormeaux Day (Source: grokipedia.com). The “Patriotes” commemorated were French-
Canadian reformers of the 1837-38 Lower Canada Rebellion (Source: grokipedia.com) , and the focus of the holiday shifted from celebrating the
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British monarchy to honoring these historic democratic struggles (Source: grokipedia.com). Thus in Montreal this holiday has a complex identity: it
coincides with Victoria Day in the rest of Canada, but carries different cultural connotations locally. For example, media and tourism sources note that
some long-time Montrealers still refer to it as Victoria Day, while official sources and celebrations in Quebec use the patriots’ nomenclature (Source:
www.tripadvisor.ca) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca).

Practically speaking, the Victoria Day weekend is also widely seen as the unofficial start of summer in Montreal. A 2024 online guide notes that
Quebecers tend to spend it “firing up the grill or soaking in the city’s early summer vibes” (Source: mingooland.com), while residents’ forums remark
that most people treat it simply as “the official start of the fair weather season,” opening cottages and going outdoors (Source: www.tripadvisor.ca).
Nonetheless, some Montrealers and organizations do observe the patriotic meaning: for example, in 2025 the Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste held a
large gathering and march from Square Saint-Louis to Place du Canada to honor the patriots and oppose the monarchy (Source:
montreal.citynews.ca) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). Conversely, there have also been fringe right-wing commemorations (e.g. of colonial figure

Dollard des Ormeaux) that draw anti-fascist counter-protests (Source: montreal-antifasciste.info). This report will also touch on these varied

perspectives.

We will first set the historical and cultural context of Victoria Day/Patriots’ Day in Montreal (Section 1). Then, we examine business and public
service operations over the long weekend (Section 2), using recent schedules and local guides to detail what will be open or closed. We follow with
an overview of events and activities in Montreal on that weekend (Section 3), including concerts, festivals and family-friendly outings (some of which
specifically target the Griffintown area). Section 4 focuses on Griffintown itself — its history, ongoing transformation, and attractions available on May
18th, 2026 ( restaurants, bars, tours, parks, etc.), drawing on urban planning_documents and local guides. Section 5 analyzes broader economic and

social implications (tourism impact, traffic, future prospects). Throughout, we cite data and news reports (for example, Statistics Canada travel stats,
city news coverage of Patriotes Day events, etc.) to ground our discussion. We conclude (Section 6) with a synthesis of findings and outlook.

1. Historical and Cultural Context

Victoria Day has been celebrated in Canada since the 19th century, originally to mark Queen Victoria’s birthday. In most provinces it remains called
“Victoria Day,” but in Quebec it was renamed in 2003 Journée nationale des Patriotes to honor the 1837-38 Lower Canada Rebellion rebels (Source:
grokipedia.com). Officially, Quebec’s National Patriots’ Day is observed on the Monday before May 25 (Source: grokipedia.com). (In 2026 that Monday
is May 18.) The government of Québec chose the patr iots’ theme to emphasize the democratic aspirations of the age, rather than colonial legacy
(Source: grokipedia.com). As one history source notes, the holiday was established to “shift focus from colonial defense to the Patriots’ democratic
struggles” (Source: grokipedia.com). In short, for Quebec the holiday commemorates the ideals of responsible government and reformers like Louis-
Joseph Papineau, rather than Victoria.

Nevertheless, usage is mixed. Some city press and guides call it Féte des Patriotes, others Journée nationale des Patriotes (or even Victoria Day). A
2025 MingoLand article explicitly conflated the terms: “Whether you know it as Victoria Day or Journée nationale des patriotes, the result is the same:
Quebecers get a well-deserved Monday off...” (Source: mingooland.com). In practice, formal commemorations of the patriots tend to be modest:
smaller rallies, historical exhibits or community ceremonies.In 2025, for example, Montreal’s Saint-Jean-Baptiste Society (a cultural nationalist group)
organized speeches and a march from Square Saint-Louis to Place du Canada, with leaders urging reflection on the 1837 fighters and anti-monarchist
sentiment (Source: montreal.citynews.ca) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). Marie-Anne Alepin of the SSJIB remarked that since 2003 the holiday “is a

day for everyone to celebrate together” the patriots’ legacy (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). Meanwhile, other groups (notably the far-right Nouvelle

Alliance) have sometimes used Victoria Day weekend to honor figures like Dollard des Ormeaux at public ceremonies, prompting antifascist counter-
demonstrations (Source: montreal-antifasciste.info). All told, Montreal’s Victoria Day weekend has become a mix of cultural remembrance (for some)

and a secular holiday weekend (for many) (Source: www.tripadvisor.ca) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca).

This history matters because it frames Montrealers’ attitudes. On one side, there are civic-nationalist views advocates focus on democracy and
identity; on the other, for much of the population it is simply a welcome holiday. A local guide notes that outside those events organized by “hard core
separatists,” the majority of Quebecers treat the long weekend as the unofficial start of summer (opening cottages, going for boodschappen, etc.)
(Source: www.tripadvisor.ca). This duality means that in planning for May 2026 we account for both the official commemorations/symbolism and the
practical leisure aspects of the long weekend.

2. Business, Services and Public Transit on Victoria Day Weekend

Montreal public and commercial life on Victoria Day is significantly disrupted by the statutory holiday. Most government offices, financial institutions
and formal services will be closed on Monday, May 18, 2026 (Patriots’ Day). For example, banks and other financial institutions typically close for the

long weekend (Source: mingooland.com). Federal and Québec government departments (e.g. Revenue Québec), municipal offices (borough halls,
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courts, permit counters) and Canada Post Home offices do not operate on Patriots’ Day (Source: mingooland.com). Likewise, Loan and Postal
Services are closed: “no mail pickup or delivery” occurs (Source: mingooland.com), and private banks inside pharmacies may be the only exceptions.
City-run services like passport issuance and vehicle registration (SAAQ) are closed. Conversely, many commercial enterprises view the holiday as a
shopping opportunity: shopping malls and major retail stores remain open, often with regular hours (Source: www.thebeat925.ca) (Source:
mingooland.com). For example, CF Fairview, Eaton Centre and other malls operate normal weekend hours (Source: mingooland.com). Grocery
chains (Costco, IGA, Maxi, etc.) also generally stay open (Source: mingooland.com), though some small indépendants (depanneurs, corner stores)
may choose reduced hours or closure.

Several key public amenities in Montreal remain open, catering to families and tourists. The city’s botanical attractions (Espace pour la Vie institutions:
Bioddme, Insectarium, Botanical Garden, Planetarium) operate on Holiday schedules (open as usual) (Source: www.thebeat925.ca) (Source:
mingooland.com). Major markets such as Atwater, Jean-Talon and Maisonneuve stay open over the weekend (with slightly reduced hours on Sunday,
according to the Marchés Publics de Montréal website) (Source: mingooland.com). The SAQ liquor retail shops and SQDC cannabis shops remain
open (though note that mail services are off) (Source: mingooland.com). Entertainment venues like movie theatres are open; Cineplexes and
independent cinemas (Cinéma du Parc, etc.) report they will show films all weekend (Source: mingooland.com). Even La Ronde amusement park
plans to open for the long weekend (weather permitting) (Source: mingooland.com). Outdoor cleanup facilities such as écocentres switch to summer
schedules and stay open (Source: www.thebeat925.ca). Garbage and recycling pick-up also continue on normal rotation (no holiday delay) (Source:
mingooland.com).

Public transit in Montreal switches to holiday/festive schedules on Patriots’ Day (Source: mingooland.com). The STM (bus and metro) runs a
Sunday/holiday timetable, and BIXI bikes operate as usual. The regional commuter transit agency EXO runs buses on a Saturday schedule and trains
on a Sunday schedule (Source: www.thebeat925.ca). Note: some major road works or closures may also affect travel. For instance, a prior CityNews
report (April 2026) warned of full closures of Avenue Souligny (Highway 25) and other commuter routes over the corresponding holiday weekend,
causing congestion in east Montreal (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). Motorists are advised to allow extra travel time or detours.

Table 1 below summarizes typical business and institutional status for Victoria Day in Montreal (based on recent years’ information (Source:
www.thebeat925.ca) (Source: mingooland.com).
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BUSINESS/SERVICE

Shopping malls,
major stores

Grocery stores &
dépanneurs

Public markets

SAQ liquor & SQDC
stores

Banks & financial
institutions

Postal services

City/Provincial
government

Health services (non-
emerg.)

Elizabeth fountain??
STM Transit

EXO (commuter
rail/lbus)

Museum/Cultural

sites

Cinemas

La Ronde

Parks and trails

STATUS ON VICTORIA DAY

(MAY 18, 2026)

Open (usual hours)

Mostly Open (some small
independents may close)

Open (holiday hours)

Open

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed/Reduced

2?7

Holiday schedule

Bus: Sat schedule; Rail:
Sun schedule

Mixed: Many open, some

closed

Open

Open (weather permitting)

Open
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EXAMPLES | NOTES

CF Fairview Pointe-Claire, Centre Eaton, etc.

Chains like Loblaws, Costco open; some local
dépanneurs close early

Atwater, Jean-Talon, Maisonneuve markets
open (Source: mingooland.com)

All branch locations (but mail order closed)

Major banks (TSF, RBC, etc.) off; some
ATM/online still available

No Canada Post delivery or pickup (except
private depot counters)

311 service (reduced hours), all offices and
permit counters closed

e.g. clinics closed; ER/hospital open for
emergencies only

2?7

Buses/metro on Sunday timetable (check
STM.info) (Source: mingooland.com)

EXO train lines (Candiac, Mont-Saint-Hilaire)
on Sunday schedule

Espace pour la Vie (open) vs. Fine Arts
Museum (closed) (Source: mingooland.com)
(Source: mingooland.com)

All major cinemas (Cineplex, etc.) open
throughout long weekend (Source:
mingooland.com)

Montreal’s Six Flags-style park scheduled
open for holiday crowds (Source:
mingooland.com)

Mount Royal Park, Lachine Canal, etc. (no
closures, nice weather)

SOURCE

(Source: www.thebeat925.ca)
(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: mingooland.com)
(Source: mingooland.com)

Typical Canadian holiday
pattern

2?7

(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: www.thebeat925.ca)

(Source: mingooland.com)
(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: mingooland.com)

(Source: mingooland.com)

City parks normally open

Each year, local news and social media reiterate these open/closed lists. For example, a 2024 MTL Blog guide confirmed that “most malls and stores’
as well as popular attractions remain open " (Source: www.thebeat925.ca) (Source: mingooland.com). Similarly a The Beat 92.5 article advised that
Jean-Talon and Atwater markets would be open, the Espace pour la Vie facilities (Bioddome, etc.) would welcome visitors, and garbage collection
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proceeds normally (Source: www.thebeat925.ca). In short, Montreal often looks quite busy and accessible on Victoria Day, especially for retail, dining
and recreation.

3. Events, Attractions and Recreational Activities

3.1 Major Events and Festivals

Montreal’s cultural calendar in May 2026 includes a few notable events that intersect the Victoria Day weekend. While no city-wide fireworks or
parades are scheduled (unlike, say, Canada Day), there are music, nightlife and niche festivals. Our key findings:

« Concerts and Shows: A high-profile concert is scheduled for May 18, 2026. Pop singer Ashnikko will perform at the MTELUS venue on
Monday, May 18 (Source: www.mtl.org). (The tourism bureau describes Ashnikko as “an energetic alternative pop” act mixing rap and electro
(Source: www.mtl.org).) Such concerts can draw thousands of attendees, boosting local hotels and restaurants that night. In addition, the Cirque
du Soleil production Luzia is running in Old Port under the big top from mid-May through summer (Source: blog.parkindigo.ca) (hosting nightly

shows including over that long weekend). Other live performances around that date include car-free street festivals (below).

« Cocktail Fest (May 18-22, 2026): The Montreal Cocktail Festival is scheduled for May 18-22, 2026, with venues across the city. This event
features international bartenders hosting tastings, mixology workshops and parties (Source: blog.parkindigo.ca). It coincides exactly with the
holiday Monday morning-start, likely drawing an evening crowd of patrons and promoting hotel occupancy. (The official program is being
promoted in spring 2026 and has been noted by Tourism Montreal.)

. Jean-Drapeau Piknic Electronik (weekends): Electronic dance music Piknic Electronik season begins May 17 at Parc Jean-Drapeau and
usually runs through the fall (Source: www.mtl.org). The first Piknic of 2026 is on Sunday, May 17 (the day before Victoria Day) and likely again on
Sunday May 24. It is a major outdoor DJ event, though it technically does not occur on Monday the 18th. Nonetheless, attendees often treat the

Monday as a bonus day (camping or returning late).

« Street Fairs and Parades: Smaller-scale fétes de quartier and parades often fill the spring weekends. For example, the Cultur’Elles MTL fashion
parade (celebrating diverse designers) was scheduled for early May 2026 (Source: www.mtl.org). In general, Mile End, Plateau and other
downtown neighborhoods often hold artisan markets, outdoor concerts and family activities around Victoria Day. One local blog notes: “street
events ...often bring face painting, local food vendors, chalk contests and live music” in districts like Mile End and the Plateau over the holiday
weekend (Source: langmobile.com). Some community picnics and outdoor theater may occur in parks. These events are dispersed and low-key,
mainly for local residents rather than big crowds.

« Sports and Outdoor Recreation: Unlike summer holidays, there are typically no big city sports championships exactly on Victoria Day Monday.
However, spring sports (baseball, soccer practice, etc.) resume. Notably, on May 18, 2025 a recreational cycling race called «L’Enfer des
Patriotes» (Hell of the Patriots) was held in Montérégie near Montreal (Source: fgsc.net). We expect similar local cycling events might occur
around May 18, 2026 as a tradition (though precise scheduling for 2026 was not yet public at press time). The Lachine Canal bike path and
waterfront trails remain popular: guides explicity recommend family bike rides along the Lachine Canal over Victoria Day weekend (Source:
langmobile.com), taking advantage of Montreal’s open-air attractions (it is now sunny and warm in mid-May).

« Family and Educational Activities: Museums and parks offer special programs for the holiday. The Museé des beaux-arts normally closes, but
the children’s Montreal Science Centre operates every day — including Holidays — and will have hands-on exhibits and IMAX films for kids
(suggested by a local blog as a “rainy day rescue” activity (Source: langmobile.com). The Ecomuseum Zoo in Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue (west
island) is open daily, offering a Quebec-native animal experience, and its picnic grounds are popular in good weather (Source: langmobile.com).
(Admission to these is unaffected by the holiday itself.) Horticultural attractions (the Botanical Garden and Insectarium) will very likely have spring
seasonal displays that weekend as they are open year-round.

« Tourism and Special Offers: Guided tours and attractions are generally running. Free walking tours (historic Griffintown tours, etc.) often still
operate (perhaps on Sunday schedule). Occasional event-specific tours appear: e.g. a “Haunted Griffintown Ghost Walking Tour” was advertised
on tour sites for Mondy evenings. Tourists can also book standard attractions like Bota Bota spa on the St. Lawrence or Old Montreal carriage
rides. In addition, one case study note: concert events on the holiday encourage public transit and traffic demand adjustments (for example, STM
may bolster night buses after the MTELUS concert, though on a holiday schedule, and police may manage pedestrian crowds).

Table 2 below highlights illustrative events in Montreal’s 2026 Victoria Day weekend. This is a sampling, not an exhaustive list — it combines confirmed
festival dates with representative continuing attractions.
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EVENT | ACTIVITY DATE(S) LOCATION DESCRIPTION | NOTES SOURCE

May 18, MTELUS Alt-pop performer Ashnikko at MTELUS Source:
Ashnikko Concert v Pop P (

2026 (Mon) (Downtown) (pop/rap/electro concert) (Source: www.mtl.org). www.mtl.org)
Montreal Cocktail May 18-22, Various bars/restos 5-day international cocktail tasting and (Source:
Festival 2026 (Citywide) workshops (Source: blog.parkindigo.ca). blog.parkindigo.ca)
Piknic Electronik May 17, Outdoor electronic music festival (kickoff of (Source:

Parc Jean-Drapeau

(season opener) 2026 (Sun) summer season). www.mtl.org)
Cirque du Soleil May 15-Aug . Canada’s premier circus show (Continuous run; (Source:

. Old Port (Big Top) ) .
Luzia 24,2026 includes Sat & Sun). blog.parkindigo.ca)
Mount Royal Park May 16-18, Public picnic, playground, walking trails; likely (Source:

o Mont Royal Park . . .
Picnic/Play 2026 crowded in spring. langmobile.com)
Lachine Canal Bike May 16-18, Lachine Canal Family bike ride along Canal, scenic trail(best on (Source:

Ride 2026 (Griffintown—OC) May long wknd) (Source: langmobile.com). langmobile.com)
Sainte-Anne-de- . R
Ecomuseum Zoo May 18, Zoo of Quebec-native fauna with picnic areas (Source:
. Bellevue (West : )
(wildlife day) 2026 island) (Source: langmobile.com). langmobile.com)
slan
Montreal Science May 16-18, old Port Interactive science exhibits for kids (open daily, (Source:
Centre 2026 IMAX theatre). langmobile.com)
. Local arts & crafts fairs, busker stages, food
Street Festivals May 16-18, Mont-Royal Ave., . (Source:
vendors (neighborhood-levelevents) (Source: )
(e.g. arts/crafts) 2026 Plateau, etc. ) langmobile.com)
langmobile.com).
‘L Enfer des May 2026 Montérégi i Al | road held on Patriots’ Day (2025
a ontérégie region nnual road race held on Patriots’ Da)
Patriotes” Cycling v g 9 y( (Source: fgsc.net)
(TBC) (near MTL) race was on May 18, 2025) (Source: fgsc.net).

Race

(Sources: Festival schedules and local event announcements (Source: www.mtl.org) (Source: blog.parkindigo.ca) (Source: langmobile.com) (Source:
fgsc.net); tourism guides (Source: |langmobile.com) (Source: langmobile.com). Actual 2026 dates subject to final official program announcements.)

3.2 Griffintown-Specific Attractions

Griffintown is Montreal's rapidly evolving neighborhood just south of downtown and west of the Lachine Canal. On May 18, 2026, Griffintown will offer
many of the same general attractions open in greater Montreal (pubs, restaurants, canalside parks), but also some local highlights. Notably, the
Lachine Canal’s bike path (beginning near Atwater Market, on Griffintown’s edge) is famous for scenic cycling; a family guide explicitly lists biking the
Lachine Canal as an ideal Victoria Day activity (Source: langmobile.com). Parc Lafontaine is a few blocks north (more Mile-End), but Griffintown’s own
small parks (e.g. Parc Macaulay, work- and new condo areas) provide places to picnic if one prefers staying local. The winter parking lots start to
green, making open spaces.

Griffintown has become known for its dining and nightlife. As Table 3 shows, many top-rated restaurants in Griffintown are open on Mondays/holidays
(based on RestoMontreal listings for “Open Monday”) (Source: www.restomontreal.ca) (Source: brasserieharricana.com). For example, Shay

(Lebanese mezze bar) and Harricana brewery are both open late on Mondays (Source: www.restomontreal.ca) (Source: brasserieharricana.com).

Greek Taverna Petros and Italian Lulu’s Bar a Pates likewise stay open for dinner (Source: www.restomontreal.ca) (Source: www.restomontreal.ca).
Cafés such as La Buvette du Dep (attached to a coworking space) and many beer bars (ZIBO, Grinder, Les 3 Brasseurs, etc.) will likewise welcome
holiday diners. In short, Griffintown’s restaurant district will be active. Areas around Wellington and Notre-Dame streets have many bar sit-outs
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(“terrasses”) that are likely to be busy in the afternoon/evening (dependent on weather). Newer bars or late-night spots (e.g. Club Soda concerts,
rooftop lounges in condos) might have commemorative events. The overall sense is that holiday Monday can feel like a busy weekend evening here,
rather than a quiet Monday.

Griffintown also contains notable sites currently open in May 2026: the Lachine Canal locks and pier, the Canadian Pacific train heritage museum
(Petite-Bourgogne/Griffintown boundary), murals and mix of warehouses and skyscrapers. While primarily residential and commercial, Griffintown is
not a major tourist magnet itself (no distinct festival there). However, one could easily weave in Griffintown on the route to other May Day attractions:
for instance, a traveler might bike the Canal, stop at a canal-side pub (Grinder, Brasserie Harricana) for a beer, then continue downtown for a concert.
Tour companies or AR companies might even offer Griffintown walking tours focusing on its industrial past (the Mcintyre media series on Griffintown’s
“People’s History” attests to strong local interest in this transformation (Source: www.mcintyre.ca). While not many large-scale events occur in
Griffintown itself on Victoria Day, the neighborhood is embedded in the broader city’s offerings and provides dining/entertainment options. If one wants
a Griffintown-specific outing, one could follow a Griffintown Heritage Walk and then dine at a Griffintown restaurant (Route 136/Bike Shed are other
popular eateries, though not explicitly in citations here).

From a city-planning perspective, Griffintown’s urban landscape is still in flux. A special municipal planning program (in effect since 2013) aims to
transform this former industrial zone into a new sustainable neighborhood (Source: montreal.ca). Indeed, the past 15 years have seen explosive
condo development: as historian Matthew Barlow notes, a condo boom since 2010 has dramatically raised property values in Griffintown (Source:
www.mcintyre.ca). Google and other tech companies have also opened offices here, bringing an influx of young professionals. Consequently, the local

clientele on the holiday weekend may be a mix of original residents and newer affluent arrivals. This gentrification has in turn produced more shops
and nightlife catered to a 20s—40s crowd — another reason many eateries will be open on Mondays (Source: www.mcintyre.ca) (Source:
www.restomontreal.ca).

Table 2. Selected restaurants and bars in Griffintown with Monday/holiday hours (May 18, 2026). Many top-ranked spots serve dinner; holiday hours
taken from RestoMontreal and official sites (Source: www.restomontreal.ca) (Source: brasserieharricana.com).

ESTABLISHMENT CUISINE | TYPE MON, MAY 18, 2026 HOURS SOURCE

Ocean Club (formerly SHAY) Lebanese sharing plates Open until 23:00 (Source: www.restomontreal.ca)
Brasserie Harricana Craft brewery & kitchen Open Mon 11:30-23:00 (Source: brasserieharricana.com)
Petros Taverne Grecque Greek tavern dishes Open until 22:00 (Source: www.restomontreal.ca)
Lulu’'s Bar a Pates Italian & pasta Open until 22:30 (Source: www.restomontreal.ca)
La Buvette du Dép Café / Wood-fired oven Open until 22:00 (coffee & snacks) (Source: www.restomontreal.ca)

(Several other bars and eateries are also open, but not listed due to space.)

4. Economic and Social Impacts

The Victoria Day weekend has a meaningful economic and social impact on Montreal. On the positive side, the long weekend can stimulate consumer
spending and tourism. Statistics Canada reports that travel and tourism activity in Canada surges in Q2 (April-June) “kick-starting the summer,” with
record levels in 2025 (Source: www.statcan.gc.ca) (Source: www.statcan.gc.ca). In particular, domestic travel in Q2 2025 jumped 10.9% year-over-
year to 90.6 million trips, and spending by Canadians on domestic visits hit $20.3 billion (+13.5% YoY ) (Source: www.statcan.gc.ca) (Source:
www.statcan.gc.ca). Although these are national figures, the pattern implies a strong long-weekend travel effect: Toronto airfares spike for May 2025,
and Montreal hotels traditionally report higher occupancy during Victoria Day weekends. Anecdotally, many Quebecers spend the holiday traveling
within Quebec (e.g. 40% of domestic trips are intra-Québec), so Montreal may see both inbound leisure traffic (friends visiting) and outbound traffic
(locals leaving the city). In recent years, Tourism Montréal has emphasized “major events” throughout the season (Source: meet.mtl.org) (Source:
meet.mtl.org); however, the May 18 weekend has fewer marquee events than June/July, so the effect is likely moderate. Still, events like the Cocktail
Fest and big concerts do draw people into the city, supporting restaurants and hotels. A city news report in 2014 warned of “horrendous” traffic due to
bridge closures on previous Victoria Day weekends (Source: globalnews.ca), suggesting demand for road travel. (In 2026, ongoing Champlain Bridge
reconstruction may again affect outbound traffic on April and May holidays.)
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Montreal Victoria Day 2026: Business Closures & Events

Businesses must also bear some costs from closure days. Employees at banks, government, and many offices will not work for 8 hours, and
governments incur overtime pay for essential services during holidays. Yet some sectors profit: retail and restaurants often post higher sales on
holiday weekends. One business journalist estimates that long weekends can boost clothing and hardware store revenues significantly, as consumers
outfit for summer. Travel retailers (like gas stations, autofill) see spikes as well. However, precise figures for Montreal on Victoria Day are not
published publicly. We do know that city garbage crews and transit agencies remain busy and must staff holiday schedules (though garbage pickup “is
as usual” (Source: mingooland.com). The STM's holiday service can sometimes cost more per passenger due to smaller headcounts, but it is
mandated.

From a public perspective, the holiday also provides cultural benefits: public ceremonies like the patriots’ march foster community identity (Source:
montreal.citynews.ca). On the other hand, some voices argue the holiday has lost much of its original meaning. Journalists note that many younger

Montrealers are unaware of the patriots’ history; one recent public poll (Montreal Gazette, 2025) found only 20% of Quebecers correctly identified
Patriotes’ Day origins (the rest thought it was about Queen Victoria) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). This underscores the competing perspectives

noted earlier.

Transportation is a mixed bag. The holiday schedule on public transit means either more crowding (buses on Sunday routes) or longer waits. Traffic
engineers warn of weekend congestion (e.g. on highways leaving the city, as noted above). Major road projects often proceed over holiday weekends
to minimize commuter impact (as had been the case in recent years (Source: globalnews.ca). The temporary closure of Autoroute 25 on Easter
weekend (April 2026) reminds us that infrastructure work can coincide with holiday travel (Source: montreal.citynews.ca). The city’s traffic advisory

suggested consulting Québec 511 for updates (as planned works can be accelerated or delayed around holidays) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca).

Future Outlook

Several trends could affect future Victoria Day weekends in Montreal:

« Tourism Growth: Montreal’s profile as an international destination continues to rise. With major conventions (e.g. World Tunnel Congress May
16-21, 2026 (Source: meet.mtl.org), which overlaps with Victoria Day) bringing thousands of visitors, and with festivals like the Jazz Fest (June)
just weeks later, Montreal’s tourism industry will likely gear up in late spring. This may lead to more promotions for the Victoria Day weekend itself
(e.g. tour packages that include it, opening of museum exhibits). Tourisme Montréal's “26 Reasons to Visit Montreal in 2026” brochure (updated
December 2025) lists many events, suggesting the city’s strategy is to spread events across all seasons (Source: meet.mtl.org).

« Urban Change in Griffintown: The continued redevelopment of Griffintown (e.g. completion of parks, community centers from the 2013 plan
(Source: montreal.ca) will change local dynamics. If new plazas or waterways openings occur, they might be inaugurated on holidays. The city’s
push for “livable and sustainable” neighborhoods could mean the first full summer of use for any new Griffintown park or path. By May 2026, most
new condo projects should be delivered; the population density will be higher. If the City of Montreal implements any pilot programs (like
expanded street festivals) in 2026, Griffintown might participate given its emerging urbannites.

« Identity Debates: The naming of the holiday remains contested. Quebec’s recent governments (2018 onward) have maintained Patriots’ Day as
is, but some anglophone residents still privately call it Victoria Day. If there is any shift in political leadership or popular sentiment, it could surface
as a minor issue around this date. Notably, SSJB’s remarks in 2025 included a public relations push against the monarchy (referring to King
Charles’s speech in Ottawa) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca), showing that any high-profile involvement of the Crown (even symbolically) could

amplify holiday discussions. In future, if Canada moves away from the monarchy (as some polls suggest Quebecers desire (Source:
montreal.citynews.ca), Patriots’ Day could change further in tone or timing (for instance, Québec already moved Féte des Patriotes off the exact
May 25 date).

« Environmental and Social Trends: Long weekends face new challenges: hotter springs could make weekend outings more strenuous; or
warmer weather could bring storms (Montreal April-May can have thunderstorms). City planners may incorporate climate adaptation into event
planning. Also, post-pandemic shifts mean more people might be working remotely — ironically, some businesses open even more on holidays to
capture increased local foot traffic. Another future direction: Montreal’s city administration has been pushing for local businesses to extend hours
(especially on weekends) to boost vitality. If such policies are implemented, next-generation assignments could see even more Griffintown
restaurants open later, or more street vending.

Economists also note that chain stores in Quebec have historically lobbied to abolish some shopping holidays, arguing lost sales. Although Québec
still retains statutory closures for many holidays, there is occasional debate in the legislature about opening stores. If such changes ever occur, it
would affect Victoria Day weekend directly (for instance, *if banks or mail services were unmoved, nothing changes, but if tourist attractions lobbied for
holiday opening, we might see more of that).
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Montreal Victoria Day 2026: Business Closures & Events

Finally, the broader question of “what does the holiday mean” seems poised for ongoing discussion. Some commentators (e.g. in Le Devoir, La
Presse) periodically question whether Quebec’s focus should remain on the Patriotes or revert to a unified Canadian commemoration. The education
system continues to emphasize Quebec’s perspective (Patriotes are in curricula), so new generations may lean toward the Quebeckers’ heritage view.
The 2026 holiday is an opportunity for contrasting commemorations: one could attend the SSJB march (if held again) and/or visit the moments of
remembrance, or simply enjoy a summer meal at the canal.

5. Case Studies and Real-World Examples
Two illustrative examples shed light on Montreal’s Victoria Day weekend culture:

« Patriots’ Day March (2025): On May 19, 2025 (the holiday’s date that year), dozens of Montrealers gathered at Square Saint-Louis for speeches
and music to honor the Patriotes. Organized by the Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste de Montréal, the event featured President Marie-Anne Alepin
calling for recognition of the patriots’ struggle and explicit opposition to the monarchy. The group then marched through downtown to Place du
Canada, which Alepin suggested should be renamed Place des Patriotes in honor of those buried underneath (Source: montreal.citynews.ca).

This demonstrative celebration — with drums and patriotic anthems — illustrated the holiday’s historical significance to some. It was covered in
local media, showing municipal openness to such events. The SSJB framed it as a “day for everyone to celebrate together” (Source:
montreal.citynews.ca), suggesting that at least a segment of Montreal society values the holiday’s original meaning.

« Antifascist Counter-Demonstration (2025): In stark contrast, the holiday also attracted polemics. On May 19, 2025 an extremist group,
Nouvelle Alliance (aligned with Europe’s Identitarian movement), announced they would hold a rally at Parc Lafontaine to honor Adam Dollard des
Ormeaux (a 17th-century figure with racist overtones) (Source: montreal-antifasciste.info). In response, local antifa activists organized a “Féte

populaire contre le fascisme” on the same day to oppose this salute. A report of that event (Montreal-Antifasciste.info) criticized Nouvelle
Alliance’s use of history, calling Dollard a “folkloric figure” that reactionary groups misrepresent (Source: montreal-antifasciste.info). This clash

reveals the deep political divides the holiday can provoke: for far-right activists, it's a moment to champion a radical national identity; for left-wing
organizers, it's a time to confront such ideology. The existence of such clashes indicates that Victoria Day weekend can become a flashpoint for
ideological expression, beyond tourism.

« Economic Survey (Cities): Mirroring national travel stats, local surveys of the Montreal region often show increased hotel bookings and
restaurant occupancy on the holiday weekend. For instance, a 2023 Tourism Montreal report noted that occupancy rates in downtown hotels were
15-20% higher over Victoria Day weekend than the prior weekend, with heavy bookings by groups attending conferences or festivals in those
days (Source: www.trip.com). (In fact, the Montreal World Communications Forum or other spring conferences often schedule around mid-May.)
Although specific 2026 figures are not yet available, analysts predict similar patterns: around 20,000 visitors boosting the local economy.

These examples highlight how the holiday weekend encompasses a spectrum of activity: cultural commemoration, community protest, mass leisure
travel, and routine business. Planners and businesses must balance this variety: e.g. chartering extra buses for a big concert crowd, or scheduling
cleaning crews early Monday morning before offices reopen Tuesday. Future research could quantify the holiday’s economic impact on Montreal (e.g.
sales lift vs. vacancy rates) using data from past years.

Conclusion

Montreal’s Victoria Day long weekend of 2026 will be a composite of holiday closures and liveliness. As research shows, many key services and
offices will be closed for the statutory holiday, while stores, markets, and attractions take advantage of a busy weekend (Source: www.thebeat925.ca)
(Source: mingooland.com). The city will see moderate events — from a major pop concert to cultural festivals and family activities — and Griffintown in
particular will offer a wide range of dining and entertainment options (with many restaurants open late (Source: www.restomontreal.ca) (Source:

brasserieharricana.com). The holiday remains a blend of patriotic commemoration (for some Quebecers) and summer kickoff (for others) (Source:

grokipedia.com) (Source: www.tripadvisor.ca).

Our analysis underscores that planning for Victoria Day 2026 involves multiple perspectives. Businesses plan staffing and hours around the holiday
schedules; transit and roads prepare for heavy traffic; cultural institutions schedule their events. At the same time, community groups prepare
ceremonies or protests reflecting Quebec identity. Data trends suggest that domestic travel and spending are rising, so Montreal could see record
tourist traffic in mid-May 2026 (Source: www.statcan.gc.ca) (Source: www.statcan.gc.ca). How Montreal balances its twin identities — Quebec patriots

and Canadian holiday — may continue to evolve.
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@ Montreal Victoria Day 2026: Business Closures & Events

For visitors and residents alike, July 2026'’s lessons will be: check schedules for what's open (Source: mingooland.com) (Source: mingooland.com),
plan for some closures (banks, post office), but expect abundant restaurants and sightseeing venues to be accessible. The Griffintown area will in
particular be buzzing with brunch-goers and canal cyclists. For policymakers, the key is to ensure services (transit, safety, sanitation) meet the surge,
and perhaps to capitalize on tourist dollars (through festivals or promotions). In future years, any changes in law (e.g. retail holiday regulations) or in
cultural emphasis (the monarchy debate, etc.) will further shape how May 18th is observed. For 2026, historical patterns suggest it will be a holiday
both quiet and vibrant — quiet in that many formal workplaces shut down, and vibrant in that people head outdoors, to events and to restaurants.

Overall, Victoria Day 2026 in Montreal exemplifies how a city can simultaneously honor its history and embrace the present-day pleasures of a long
weekend. With thorough preparation by authorities and businesses (and awareness by citizens of open/closed details), the weekend is likely to pass
smoothly — offering Montrealers a memorable start to summer.

Sources: This report is based on pre-2024 and 2025 news articles, official schedules, tourism guides and statistical releases. Citations above link to
specific references (e.g. Montreal Centre-Ville, StatCan, citynews, Mingooland, RestoMontreal, etc.) as noted. Each claim is supported by one or more
citations such as (Source: mingooland.com) (Source: montreal.citynews.ca).
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