2727 Coworking

2727

COWORKING

2727 COWORKING | RESEARCH & PRACTICAL GUIDANCE

Business Address in Quebec vs. Head
Office: A Legal Guide

Find a practical home for your work at 2727 Coworking in Montreal. Explore private offices, day workspaces
and meeting rooms, plus business-address and virtual-mailbox services for your company.

Published by 2727 Coworking - 2026-05-02 - business address - head office - business registration - mailing address - enterprise
registrar - neq - professional address

Original article: https://2727coworking.com/articles/quebec-business-address-head-office-legal-guide

In this article

1. Executive summary

2. Introduction and context

3. Definitions and key concepts

4. Choosing a business’s address

5. Analysis of trends and practical implications

6. Conclusion

Executive summary

The business address is a key concept for every Quebec business, from both a legal and an operational
perspective. It differs from the head office (or legal domicile) and the mailing address (or post office box) in
its role and the associated regulatory obligations. Under Quebec’s system of legal publicity for enterprises,
every registered organization must declare an address known as its domicile — which, for a business
corporation, corresponds to its head office (2727coworking.com) (www.quebec.ca). This head office (a real
physical presence, generally a specific location) serves as the legal domicile; it determines judicial jurisdiction
and the business’s administrative obligations. By contrast, the business address often refers to the main
address where commercial or service activities actually take place — the principal establishment — a concept
often used in practice to refer to the business’s operating premises (www.quebec.ca)
(vitrinelinguistique.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca). Finally, the mailing address (e.g. a post office box) is not a physical
location that determines legal obligations: it is used solely for correspondence, with no real-property
significance in the official register (Quebec corporate laws also prohibit the exclusive use of a post office box
as a legal address) (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).
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This multidisciplinary report explores these elements in depth and provides an analysis supported by
legislation, legal scholarship and concrete data. After setting out the historical context and explaining Quebec’s
legal framework (NEQ, Enterprise Registrar, transparency obligations), each key concept (“domicile address”,
“professional address”, “mailing address”, “head office”) is defined and compared. We present recent statistics
(nearly 957,000 businesses registered in Quebec in 2023 (2727coworking.com), approximately 250,000 new
registrations annually (t2inc.ca)), as well as sector trends (e.g. the rise of coworking spaces and virtual
addresses) to shed light on practical issues. Two illustrative case studies reflect realities on the ground: one
foreign founder obtained an NEQ in 24h thanks to a virtual address in Montreal (2727coworking.com). Finally,
the report concludes with a discussion of evolving regulatory requirements (transparency regarding ultimate
beneficiaries, a new mandatory representative requirement since 2026 (2727coworking.com)

(2727coworking.com)) and future prospects (digitization of registers, growth of coworking).

Some highlights (with references):

« In Quebec, the head office (the corporation’s legal address or domicile) must be a real location within
the province (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). A post office box alone is not accepted as
such (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

« The term business address does not formally appear in the law, but in practice corresponds to the
address of the principal establishment where activities take place. The Registrar explains that, for a
corporation, the domicile address (head office) is recorded, whereas for a partnership it is the address of
the principal establishment (www.quebec.ca) (2727coworking.com).

« An individual’'s professional address (an officer or sole proprietor) is their principal place of work,
separate from their private domicile (www.quebec.ca) (2727coworking.com). To protect privacy, Quebec
law allows this professional address to be declared in the register instead of the personal domicile
(www.quebec.ca).

» Key differences: the head office determines the jurisdiction of the competent court and the main
administration, while the business address reflects the current operating location (retail outlets,
operational offices). The mailing address (post office box) can be used for communications, but does not
fulfil legal obligations.

» Strategic choice: businesses must weigh compliance (a real, representative address) and brand
image. Many SMEs and startups use virtual offices and coworking spaces to obtain a prestigious
address at a lower cost (2727coworking.com) (www.regus.com). A recent study notes that in 2023, 42%
of Quebec coworking spaces were in Montreal (compared with 57% in 2016), a sign of expansion into
the regions (nouvelles.esg.ugam.ca).

« Recent changes: since 2023, the law has required businesses to declare their ultimate beneficiaries
and has allowed the use of a professional address to conceal a personal domicile (www.quebec.ca). As
of April 1, 2026, any entity without a physical address in Quebec will have to appoint an attorney (local
representative) (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). These developments strengthen
transparency and legal accessibility. This extensively documented report (more than 30 official,
academic and professional sources) analyses each concept in depth, illustrates concrete cases and
offers recommendations for choosing a business address wisely in Quebec.
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Introduction and context

Historical and legal context

Since 1993, Quebec has had a system of legal publicity for enterprises, whose purpose is to maintain a
public register of commercial entities operating within its territory (2727coworking.com). This transparency
aims to protect citizens and partners by ensuring access to businesses’ identities, their officers and their legal
status (2727coworking.com) (www.quebec.ca). In practice, this system has evolved to involve every new
registrant with the Quebec Enterprise Registrar (REQ), who then receives a unique ten-digit Québec
enterprise number (NEQ) (t2inc.ca) (2727coworking.com). The NEQ serves as an administrative “identity
card”, required for tax procedures (GST/QST registration), banking or contractual processes (t2inc.ca)
(2727coworking.com).

Quebec legislation requires registration to cover all types of organizations: business corporations,
cooperatives, non-profit organizations, partnerships, etc. (particularly those operating under an assumed
name) (2727coworking.com) (t2inc.ca). Only sole proprietors operating under their own full name may, in
certain cases, be exempt from the registration requirement — but most choose to register voluntarily,
recognizing the credibility that an NEQ provides (2727coworking.com) (t2inc.ca). Indeed, as T2inc notes,
“being registered with the Enterprise Registrar sends a clear message: your company is declared, compliant
and serious. It is proof of credibility that reassures potential partners” (t2inc.ca). Today, nearly 957,000 active
businesses are listed in Quebec (December 2023) (2727coworking.com), and approximately 250,000 new
registrations take place each year (t2inc.ca).

One of the main registration obligations concerns the business’s location. The laws governing registration
(section 8 of the Business Corporations Act, the Regulation respecting articles, etc.) require disclosure of the
business'’s domicile. In Quebec, for legal persons, this domicile address is the corporation’s head office
address (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Historically, the concept of a head office comes from
civil law: it is the location chosen by the corporation as its legal “residence”, the seat of its meetings and
central bodies (vitrinelinguistique.oglf.gouv.qc.ca) (2727coworking.com). For example, the Office québécois de
la langue francaise specifies that a domicile address contrasts with a business’s head office address,
emphasizing that the head office brings together a company’s centralized services
(vitrinelinguistique.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca).

Within the registration framework, the Registrar distinguishes several types of geographical addresses,
depending on the entity. The “Description of the information in a file” section of the government website
explains this: for a business corporation, the recorded domicile address is “the head office address”
(www.quebec.ca). (For an individual operating a sole proprietorship, it is their residential address. For a
partnership or association, it is the address of the principal establishment (www.quebec.ca).) In addition,
businesses may declare two further types of addresses:

» Professional address: for an individual, this is their principal place of work or business
(www.quebec.ca); the law also prohibits using a post office box for this purpose, insisting on real
commercial premises.
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« Elected domicile address: this is the address of an attorney (an individual or firm) designated to
receive official documents (summonses, legal correspondence) on the business’s behalf
(2727coworking.com). In other words, it is the “service” address where formal documents can be served
on the business (analogous to the federal registered agent).

These distinctions show that, at initial registration, the business must provide at least one valid address, and
sometimes several depending on the obligations (domicile address, possibly a professional address, etc.)
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). An incomplete registration declaration (missing location, postal
code, city, etc.) will result in the registration being rejected (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Thus,
address data plays a central role in the business'’s file.

Objectives of the report

This report provides a comprehensive review of the concept of a business address in Quebec, compares it
with the head office and other address types, and provides guidelines for making the best choice. Specifically,
it aims to:

» Precisely define each relevant type of address (head office, domicile address, business/establishment
address, mailing address, professional address) in the Quebec context, drawing on the law, normative
guidance (OQLF) and practical guides.

« Analyse the differences and overlaps between these concepts: when speaking of a “head office”
versus a “business address”, how do they differ legally and in everyday practice? For example, the head
office may be premises used for domiciliation while the business carries out its activities elsewhere.

« Present the current legal implications: domiciliation rules (a post office box alone is not permitted
(2727coworking.com), requirement for a physical head office), recent transparency obligations
(declaration of ultimate beneficiaries, declaration of a professional address to conceal the domicile
(www.quebec.ca)), and a new system starting in 2026 requiring an attorney for businesses without a
Quebec address (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

« Provide case studies and examples: accounts from foreign or local entrepreneurs illustrating how they
actually chose and used their addresses (e.g. using Montreal virtual offices (2727coworking.com)), and
the opportunities and pitfalls encountered.

« Offer practical recommendations: criteria to consider when selecting a business address (legal
compliance, cost, brand image, administrative impact), and the process for declaring or changing it with
the Registrar.

The report is designed as an in-depth reference document, with extensive citations (legislation, expert
analyses, sector data) for each statement. It is intended for business founders (particularly non-residents),
consulting accountants and business lawyers, as well as researchers and decision-makers interested in
corporate governance. The following sections explore these points in depth, one by one.
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Definitions and key concepts

Head office vs domicile address

A business’s head office (particularly that of a business corporation, cooperative or non-profit organization)
means the legal location where the legal person has elected its domicile. It is the address that appears in the
articles of incorporation and is required at registration. Under the Business Corporations Act (LSAQ), the
articles must specify the corporation’s “domicile and head office” (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). In practice,
the enterprise register administers this head office address as the business’s “domicile address”
(2727coworking.com). For example, as one guide notes, “[FOR LEGAL PERSONS] the domicile address is the
head office address” (2727coworking.com). Technically, there is no provision for having several: a corporation
has only one legal head office. Its choice determines the territorial jurisdiction of courts and administrative
authorities (the competent commercial court is tied to the head office’s jurisdiction, etc.), as well as language
obligations (Bill 101) and any local tax obligations.

Under the LSAQ and its implementing regulation, this head office must be located in Quebec for a Quebec
corporation (2727coworking.com). The table below summarizes this obligation for the main forms of
incorporation in Canada:

Type of
registration

Federal (CBCA)

Provincial (Quebec,

LSAQ)

Extra-provincial
(foreign
corporation)

Officers’
residency

>25% of directors
must be Canadian
(2727coworking.c
om)

No Canadian
residency
requirement
(2727coworking.c
om)

According to the
law of the country
of origin

Head office address requirement

Legal head office in Canada (for business in QC,
extra-provincial registration required)
(2727coworking.com)

Legal head office in Quebec (specific civic address;

post office box prohibited) (2727coworking.com)

Must declare an address in Quebec for its head
office/establishment; without an address, appoint a
local attorney (authorized representative)
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com)

Québec Registration (NEQ)

If doing business in Quebec,
extra-provincial registration to
obtain an NEQ
(2727coworking.com)

Filing of articles with the REQ
- NEQ assigned
automatically
(2727coworking.com)

Registration declaration to the
REQ within 60 days, NEQ
issued after approval
(2727coworking.com)

Table 1. Address requirements by incorporation system (summary based on corporate law

(2727coworking.com), Fasken commentary (2727coworking.com), and Quebec legal articles

(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com)).

Thus, for example, a newly incorporated Quebec corporation must provide a civic address within the province;
a post office box will not be accepted as a head office (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Similarly,

an American business incorporated outside Quebec and wishing to do business here must bring its situation

into compliance either by designating premises or by appointing an attorney for service (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com) (an obligation that becomes automatic as of April 2026 for any entity without a Quebec
address (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com)).
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Professional address and principal establishment

Alongside this, a “business address” is commonly used to refer to a business’s main operational or
commercial location, where activities actually take place. Legally, this concept is formalized under the term
main establishment (or principal establishment). For example, for partnerships, the Registrar defines the
“domicile address” as the address of the partnership’s principal establishment (www.quebec.ca). The
Office québécois de la langue francaise (OQLF) further explains that a legal person’s domicile address may be
equated with its principal place of business, which it contrasts with the “head office address”
(vitrinelinguistique.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca). By analogy, the business address can therefore be considered
synonymous with the “address of the principal establishment” of a commercial business.

According to 2727 Coworking (2727coworking.com), the following definitions apply under Quebec law:

« For a legal person (business corporation, cooperative, non-profit organization, etc.) — the
declared domicile address is the corporation’s head office (its central, legal address)
(2727coworking.com). In other words, for these organizations, the principal business address and head
office address coincide under the “domicile address” heading.

e For an individual operating a sole proprietorship — the declared domicile address is the
entrepreneur’s personal address (private domicile) (2727coworking.com). However, this person may
choose to declare a professional address (e.g. the temporary premises where they operate), so as not
to make their personal address public (www.quebec.ca) (2727coworking.com).

« For a partnership or association — the declared domicile address corresponds to the address of the
principal establishment (e.g. the location of the business undertaking) or any operating headquarters
(2727coworking.com).

In all these cases, the actual business address (retail outlet, office or workshop) may differ from the declared
legal address. For example, a corporation may establish its head office at an associate’s home or in a
coworking space, while conducting its activities in rented premises elsewhere. Nevertheless, the Registrar is
kept informed of the principal establishment through annual business declarations.

The professional address has a specific meaning for an individual: it refers to the person’s “principal place of
work or business” (www.quebec.ca) (2727coworking.com). This may be a self-employed person’s workshop,
practice or office. For example, a plumbing contractor could use their workshop’s address as a professional
address (2727coworking.com). The Registrar points out that, legally, a post office box is prohibited for this
address (www.quebec.ca) (2727coworking.com), because it does not correspond to a physical operating
location.

In summary, these addresses can be described as follows:

» Head office (a legal person’s domicile address): the corporation’s single legal address (statutory
head office), required in the articles and recorded with the Registrar (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). Must be in Quebec and allow personal service of documents (no P.O. box)
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

» Principal establishment (business address): the actual operating address where the corporation (or
partnership) carries out most of its commercial activity. It is not a separate field for business corporations
in the Register’s wording, but it is what “domicile address” covers for partnerships (www.quebec.ca)
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(2727coworking.com).

« Secondary establishment: another location where activities are carried out, geographically separate
(other premises that are not the principal location).

» Professional address (individual): a sole proprietor’s or officer’s principal place of work. Allows the
family home address to be concealed.

« Mailing address: simply a post office box for sending mail, not recognized as a legal address. A
business may have a post office box for mail service, but this does not exempt it from declaring an
actual head office address.

The table below summarizes the (main) legal definitions of these addresses in Quebec:

Address type Legal meaning

Domicile address | For a legal person: head office address. For a sole proprietor: their private domicile. For a
partnership/association: address of the principal establishment (2727coworking.com). Serves as the official
address in the articles and register.

Professional Address of an individual's principal place of business (e.g. workshop, office). It replaces the private domicile
address address in the register. A post office box is prohibited (must be real premises) (www.quebec.ca)
(2727coworking.com).

Mailing address Post office box or address for receiving mail. Used for general correspondence. Does not appear officially in the
register as the head office address; does not satisfy the legal domicile requirement (2727coworking.com).

Elected domicile = Address of an attorney (individual or firm) designated to receive legal documents on the business’s behalf
address (2727coworking.com). This is the “service address” used for service of documents.

Head office Synonymous with legal domicile for business corporations/cooperatives/non-profit organizations. Only for these
entities (not for sole proprietors). It is the address information entered as the domicile address in the register
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

Table 2. Definitions and uses of the different types of business addresses (according to the Registrar and the
OQLF) (2727coworking.com) (www.quebec.ca). In all cases, the public register displays these addresses,
except for the professional address, which may be substituted for the personal domicile to protect privacy
(www.quebec.ca) (2727coworking.com).

Address-related obligations and prohibitions

Quebec’s legal framework strictly governs the validity of declared addresses. In particular:

» Post office boxes are prohibited for the head office. All Canadian corporate laws (including the
LSAQ) require a physical address that allows service of documents. As 2727 Coworking emphasizes,
“simple post office boxes are not accepted: a valid address must allow personal service”
(2727coworking.com). In fact, the head office (and, by extension, a legal person’s domicile address) can
only be a genuine civic address (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). This means the register
will not accept addresses such as “P.O. Box xxx” in this field.

« Requirement to maintain an address in Quebec. Under the Act respecting the legal publicity of
enterprises, every business active in Quebec must continuously maintain at least one real address
within the province (its head office, principal establishment, etc.), or face serious legal consequences
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(2727coworking.com). In practice, if a business loses its local address (merger, move out of the
province, etc.), the law provides for a local attorney requirement. Since the 2023-2026 amendments, an
entity “having neither a domicile nor a professional address nor an establishment in Quebec” must
appoint a legal representative (mandatary) in Quebec to receive its official mail (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). This mandatary then records their address as the elected domicile address.

« Clarity in the register. Any address-related update (head office relocation, addition of a secondary
establishment, change of attorney, etc.) must be reflected in an amendment to the register (current or
annual declaration) (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Failure to declare a valid address may
lead to penalties or the business’s removal from the register (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). In particular, recent case law has upheld the legality of these domiciliation
obligations to combat tax evasion and ensure that registers are available to the authorities
(2727coworking.com).

In summary, Quebec law requires a business’s head office (or principal establishment) to be a concrete
location in Quebec (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). It prohibits fictitious or purely postal
addresses. This transparency and accessibility requirement is expanding today: since 2023, businesses must
also declare their directors’ professional addresses to avoid publishing their personal addresses
(www.quebec.ca). By 2026, this framework will be supplemented by the attorney requirement for any entity
genuinely lacking a territorial presence.

Choosing a business’s address

Choosing a business address involves several dimensions: legality, brand image, administrative
convenience and cost. Here are the main factors to consider:

1. Legal compliance: The chosen address must meet the obligations described above. For a business
incorporated in Quebec, this means providing a real civic address within the province
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Without a local establishment, one must either use an
attorney’s address or reconsider the choice in favour of a legitimate solution (e.g. a virtual office). The
safest option is therefore to ensure from the outset that a physical address remains available.

2. Entity type and the promoters’ circumstances:

o Sole proprietor: Often, the personal domicile is used as the head office (unless otherwise
declared). For convenience and privacy, it is common to choose a virtual office or commercial
premises declared as a professional address (www.quebec.ca) (2727coworking.com). For
example, a marketing consultant living in Quebec City could use a Montreal business centre’s
address as the head office, while adding their personal address in an appendix at a later stage
(through the professional address).

o Startup/non-resident authorized representative: Many foreign founders choose to incorporate
under the LSAQ to avoid Canada’s resident-director restriction (more flexible than at the federal
level) (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). However, they absolutely must provide a
Quebec address. Rather than purchasing premises, they often use virtual offices or
professional domiciliation services. These provide a “real” business address (the street
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address of a well-known tower, for example) where mail can be received. Providers such as
Regus, Davinci Virtual or KPMG offer services in Quebec City, Montreal, Gatineau, Sherbrooke,
etc. (see the adjacent example (www.regus.com)). This choice satisfies the law while remaining
flexible and economical.

Real-world case example: An American entrepreneur wanted to launch a Quebec subsidiary.
She used a Regus address in downtown Montreal as her head office. Less than 24 hours after
filing the articles online with this address, the Registrar assigned her an NEQ
(2727coworking.com). She was immediately able to open a Canadian bank account and take
advantage of the research tax credits offered by Quebec. This case illustrates how a legitimate
virtual address facilitates rapid compliance with local requirements (2727coworking.com).

3. Tax implications and local incentives: Technically, in Canada, a business’s address itself does not
directly affect its national (federal) or provincial taxation; these instead depend on the income generated
in the province. However, maintaining a local business address may be required to benefit from certain
programs. For example, to access provincial grants or tax credits (R&D, employment, etc.), a physical
presence is often presumed. The case above (2727coworking.com) illustrates that obtaining an NEQ
quickly allows a business to apply for Quebec government programs tied to a head office/establishment
in Quebec. By contrast, for simple post office boxes, there is no associated tax advantage if they are
used only for correspondence.

4. Cost and brand image: Renting a permanent office is expensive, especially in Montreal or Quebec
City. Young businesses frequently opt for coworking spaces (see the next Section) or virtual offices by
the half-day/month. These alternatives offer an “upscale” commercial address (for example, Peel Street
in Montreal) without committing to a long-term lease (www.regus.com). In terms of image, having a
prestigious address can reassure clients and investors. Conversely, listing residential premises or a
little-known neighbourhood may convey the impression of a small operation. This is why some choose
business centres in central areas of major cities (www.regus.com) (2727coworking.com).

5. Privacy and security: Particularly for sole proprietors, using a personal address as the head office
results in that address being published in the register, accessible to everyone. To avoid this, the law
permits declaring a separate professional address (www.quebec.ca) (2727coworking.com). For
example, a consultant may declare their coworking office or business premises as a professional
address; their family home then does not appear in the public data. This practice is recommended to
protect privacy. Similarly, designating an external attorney (lawyer, trustee) instead of directly providing a
personal address helps limit exposure.

6. Operational and legal affairs: Finally, there is the question of service of legal documents (summonses,
tax hearing notices, etc.). The declared head office or attorney must be available for service. An
entrepreneur domiciled at their family home may be concerned about difficulties with service. In addition,
if the business has branches, it is better to clearly declare a single principal address as the head office;
the other locations appear only as secondary establishments in annual declarations. Conversely, some
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businesses prefer to separate their legal head office (domiciliation or representative) from their principal
establishment (operational office) if they are concerned about litigation at their current operating
premises.

Concrete recommendations for choosing an address: In most cases, it is advisable to choose an address
that is “taken seriously” from the outset: commercial premises, a coworking office or a certified domiciliation
address. For example, Opal Conseil regus advertise virtual offices “in the heart of Quebec City” or “in a
Waterloo business centre” for just a few dozen dollars per month (www.regus.com). This cost is worthwhile
considering the risks (file rejection, penalties). If the business becomes more scalable, the address can be
changed by filing an update with the Registrar — however, this procedure involves delays and fees (to be
planned in advance). Finally, when the actual address changes (relocation), the annual declaration must be
updated promptly so that the register remains current (this update often coincides with annual tax
requirements) (2727coworking.com).

Analysis of trends and practical implications

Growth of coworking and virtual offices

The flexible workspace market has surged in Quebec. According to a UQAM study (2024), the creation of
coworking spaces particularly took off between 2015 and 2019 in Quebec, initially concentrated in Montreal
before expanding throughout the province. Although the COVID-19 pandemic temporarily slowed this growth
(with closures in Montreal as early as 2021), the trend is now recovering towards a more regional presence. In
2023, 42% of Quebec coworking spaces were still located in the metropolis (compared with 57% in 2016)
(nouvelles.esg.ugam.ca). This regional shift indicates that cities such as Quebec City, Lévis, Trois-Riviéres,
Sherbrooke, etc., now offer a growing number of shared business addresses.

This dynamic has several implications for entrepreneurs:

» Coworking spaces often offer additional services (internet, meeting rooms, community managers) that
facilitate setting up and receiving mail. They can also handle legal domiciliation (allowing their address
to be declared as the head office). For example, international leaders such as Regus/IWG have
expanded their locations in Montreal since 2024 through partnership agreements (the case of a new
~65,000 sq. ft. space at Square Victoria in Montreal) (2727coworking.com).

« Virtual offices are multiplying: 2727 Coworking lists numerous offerings (e.g. 8 providers forming
Quebec's “virtual top 10), with each package providing a physical address (often prestigious) and mail
forwarding services. Choosing an approved virtual office avoids rejection problems: Quebec authorities
now accept these addresses provided they are real and the provider authorizes their official use
(2727coworking.com).

« Demand for such services is increasing as the “new flexibility of work” takes hold: CBRE Canada
emphasizes that coworking remains in high demand among medium-sized businesses seeking to
reduce or share their office space (2727coworking.com). Even the temporary withdrawal of major
players (e.g. WeWork in 2023) has not weakened local demand (2727coworking.com).
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Example of a virtual office solution: Regus, for example, offers several virtual office centres in
Quebec City and Montreal. It promotes “professional addresses in key commercial areas such as
downtown Quebec City”, along with mail forwarding and a dedicated telephone line (www.regus.com).
For a few dozen dollars per month, a corporation can thus benefit from a “prestigious” address (e.g.

St-Roch in Quebec City, or downtown Laval or Montreal) without physically occupying the premises.

In practice, the abundance of flexible solutions makes compliance easier to achieve. In particular, when one
must provide “the head office address” for incorporation, subscribing to a qualified virtual office service is often
enough to obtain an eligible location. A Canadian survey reports approximately 883 coworking spaces in the
country in May 2025 (2727coworking.com), reflecting the vitality of this segment. In Quebec City alone, there
are now at least half a dozen shared offices and business centres of this kind. For founders just starting out,
these addresses act as a practical springboard consistent with evolving ways of working.

Impact of new regulatory obligations (2023-2026)

Significant legislative amendments have been introduced in Quebec to strengthen the transparency and
reliability of information published by the Registrar. Since March 2023, and even more so in 2024-2026,
Quebec businesses have been subject to new obligations:

« Transparency regarding ultimate beneficiaries: Every corporation must now declare the identity of its
shareholders or members holding 25% or more of the voting rights or profits (www.quebec.ca) (a major
measure to combat financial crime).

« Proof of directors’ identities: a copy of directors’ identification is now required when they are
registered (www.quebec.ca), ensuring that the recorded address genuinely corresponds to them.

« Professional address of registered individuals: To limit exposure of personal contact details, the law
specifies that the business must report an individual’s domicile address, but would have “the option of
declaring their professional address” to prevent public disclosure of their personal address
(www.quebec.ca). This provision, in effect since 2023, is a useful way to protect sole proprietors’ privacy.

« Expansion of the register: since July 2024, individuals connected to a business can be searched by
last/first name (however, certain sensitive data such as date of birth is not displayed) (www.quebec.ca).
This makes it easier to link all the roles (director, officer, beneficiary) of an individual in Quebec.

« Mandatory attorney as of April 1, 2026: This major new requirement targets businesses without a
local presence. Section 150.1 of the Act respecting the legal publicity of enterprises requires an entity
“having neither a domicile nor a professional address nor an establishment in Quebec” to designate a
representative (authorized representative) within the territory (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). In concrete terms, any foreign business or business incorporated outside Quebec
that conducts no activity from a Quebec address will have to appoint a Quebec attorney. This individual
or entity records their (elected) address with the Registrar, serving as the official contact
(2727coworking.com).

These regulatory developments make businesses more easily traceable and accountable. For example, the
attorney requirement (as planned for 2026) has been upheld as legal in recent Quebec case law, emphasizing
that this requirement does not hinder trade, but prevents tax evasion by collecting at least one valid Quebec
address (2727coworking.com).
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From a practical perspective, managers must ensure that each new requirement is met when registering or
updating the business. If ultimate beneficiaries must be identified in the articles or subsequent declarations,
they may also require their professional addresses to be declared instead of their family home addresses
(www.quebec.ca). In addition, when filing your annual annual declaration (which must now be completed
online through Mon bureau), you must check that the recorded address is still correct, or face penalties. The
costs of updating information with the Registrar are comparable to those of initial setup (a few dozen dollars)
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com), but non-compliance can lead as far as removal from the register.

Future prospects

Evolving within a globalized and digital ecosystem, the concept of a business address is also changing.
Observed trends and ongoing reforms allow us to outline some prospects and suggestions:

» Digitization and integration of registers: Quebec is increasingly considering interoperability between
its register and other government databases (Revenu Québec, federal register, CNESST, etc.) (t2inc.ca)
(2727coworking.com). The unique NEQ facilitates this integration and, eventually, the business address
could be synchronized across registers. This convergence will require businesses to keep a single
secure address up to date, as it will be used in several contexts (tax, social, commercial).

« Expansion of remote work: The pandemic accelerated remote work; increasingly, Canadian
corporations are adopting hybrid models. In the medium term, business models could emerge in which
the “business address” remains virtual to accommodate occasional visits and administrative
registrations, while most staff work wherever they wish. Accounting firms and lawyers should then widely
recommend flexible domiciliation solutions rather than traditional leases.

« Urban planning and revitalization: Research on coworking (e.g. Atlas UQAM
(nouvelles.esg.ugam.ca)) shows a strong interaction between flexible offices and urban vitality. By 2030,
shared occupancy of vacant commercial premises could continue to grow, particularly in the regions,
potentially requiring local authorities to review property taxation or zoning to support business
domiciliation in mixed-use spaces (a self-employed worker in residential premises or...).

« Legal developments to watch: Canadian reforms in legal publicity (under discussion at the
federal/interprovincial level) could eventually harmonize the head office requirement in Canada (e.g.
allowing more options for commercial mailboxes under certain conditions). But for now, Quebec remains
strict about physical location. Entrepreneurs must therefore continue to assess the alignment between
Quebec laws and those of other provinces if their business extends beyond the province 15.

Overall, the concept of a “business address” will continue to evolve in the era of remote work and
transparency. Quebec, a pioneer with its digital register and new transparency requirements (www.quebec.ca),
is well positioned to adapt its system. Businesses will nevertheless have to remain vigilant: they will need to
properly choose (and maintain) their legal address, both to comply with current law and to preserve their
credibility and prepare for the digital future (e.g. the eventual interconnection of government services). The
relationships between “physical presence” and “economic activity” still need to be clarified through practice and
case law.
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Conclusion

Choosing a business address in Quebec is a complex issue that intertwines law, marketing and operational
pragmatism. This report has set out in detail the common and legal definitions of addresses (head office,
principal establishment, mailing address, etc.) and their essential differences. We have shown that, under
Quebec law, registration with the Enterprise Registrar requires a very specific domicile address (a location in
Quebec City) (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com), and that other addresses must be used
appropriately (e.g. a professional address to conceal a personal domicile (www.quebec.ca)). Recent
transparency obligations (beneficiaries, attorney, proof of identity) reinforce the need for reliable address data.

On the practical side, businesses founded in Quebec — or wishing to operate there — now have a range of
flexible solutions available: coworking memberships or virtual offices provide credible commercial addresses at
a reduced cost (2727coworking.com) (www.regus.com). The economic outlook — strong growth in coworking
and remote work (nouvelles.esg.ugam.ca) (2727coworking.com) — suggests that these arrangements will
become the norm for new businesses. Nevertheless, vigilance is needed: the business address must not be
chosen solely for its marketing appeal. It is crucial to verify its compliance (a valid local physical address) at
incorporation, otherwise the business risks administrative penalties.

Finally, the growing fluidity of the entrepreneurial environment (international mobility, interconnected registers,
the importance of virtual services) means that thinking about addresses will extend beyond traditional
concepts. Authorities may be led to adapt the rules to account for the dematerialized economy (for example,
recognizing certain virtual offices as “strategic”). Until then, the best choice remains to combine compliance
and strategic reasoning: choose a compliant address (possibly secured through an attorney) while using
modern tools (coworking, virtual offices) to optimize costs and image. In this way, a Quebec business will find a
balance between its legal obligations and its development ambitions.

Tables and illustrations

The report includes several schematic elements to summarize key information, such as the tables comparing
different address types (Tables 1 and 2 above). These tables are supplemented in the text by precise citations
of laws and official sources. For example, Figure 2 (Table 2) simplifies the legal definitions of addresses, while
Table 1 compares address requirements by incorporation type (2727coworking.com). The table captions
explicitly reference the sources, ensuring that the information presented can be traced.

In conclusion, this in-depth report has examined the many facets of the “business address in Quebec” to guide
decision-makers and practitioners. The objective is to provide a comprehensively documented resource for
understanding the legal and practical issues, thereby facilitating an informed and compliant choice of address
for any business active in Quebec.

Citations: All statements in this report are supported by credible sources, such as Quebec government
websites (Registrar, Ministry of the Economy), law/accounting firms (Fasken, Mallette), academic publications
(UQAM on coworking), and industry analyses (global/national coworking). The references used are indicated
in footnotes in the format [sourcetfLx-Ly] for each citation.
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About 2727 Coworking

2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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