2727 Coworking

2727

COWORKING

2727 COWORKING | RESEARCH & PRACTICAL GUIDANCE

Non-Resident Quebec Incorporation: NEQ &
Address Rules

Find a practical home for your work at 2727 Coworking in Montreal. Explore private offices, day workspaces
and meeting rooms, plus business-address and virtual-mailbox services for your company.

Published by 2727 Coworking - 2026-04-24 - quebec incorporation - non-resident founder - neq registration - gbca - corporate address -
virtual office compliance - business domicile

Original article: https://2727coworking.com/articles/quebec-incorporation-non-resident-neg-address

Montreal coworking - Private offices - Business addresses Page 1 of 14


https://2727coworking.com/articles/quebec-incorporation-non-resident-neq-address

2727 Coworking

In this article

. Executive Summary

. Introduction and Background

. Legal Framework for Business Incorporation in Québec
. Federal vs. Québec Incorporation

. Corporate Name and Language Requirements

. Incorporating in Québec as a Non-Resident

. Address Requirements for Québec Corporations

. Québec Enterprise Number (NEQ) and Registration Process

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

. Address Solutions: Virtual Offices and Mail Services

=
o

. Case Example: Hypothetical Foreign Startup

=
[N

. Comparative Table 1: Incorporation Options and Requirements

[EnY
N

. Discussion of Implications and Trends

A=
w

. Foreign Entrepreneurs and Compliance Challenges
. Virtual Office Market Growth

B e
[S2 N

. Comparative Perspective and Future Directions

[En
(<2

. Conclusion

Executive Summary

In recent years, Quebec has emerged as a highly attractive jurisdiction for global entrepreneurs seeking to
establish or expand their businesses in North America. Canada as a whole has been repeatedly ranked as a
top destination for foreign start-up founders (www.cicnews.com) (www.conferenceboard.ca), and Quebec in
particular offers unique advantages such as access to North American markets, robust R&D tax credits, and a
bilingual workforce. However, incorporating in Quebec as a non-resident founder involves navigating specific
legal requirements—especially regarding corporate address and corporate registration procedures—that differ
from other Canadian jurisdictions. This report examines in depth the legal framework and administrative
processes for a foreign entrepreneur to incorporate in Quebec, focusing on (1) the address requirements for
Quebec corporations (including head office and domicile obligations), (2) the NEQ (Numéro d’entreprise du
Québec) registration process, and (3) pragmatic solutions such as virtual office services that foreign
entrepreneurs use to satisfy these requirements. We provide extensive legal and practical analysis, citing
government guidance and expert sources, and include comparative tables and case examples. In summary,
foreign entrepreneurs can indeed incorporate in Quebec without requiring locally-resident directors
(www.fasken.com), but they must provide a Québec address for the registered head office
(2727coworking.com) (or else designate a local representative (www.quebec.ca)). They must file an initial
registration with the Québec enterprise registrar (obtaining an NEQ) (www.quebec.ca) (www.quebec.ca), and
must comply with Quebec’s language laws (e.g. choosing a French company name (portail-entreprises-idf.fr)).
Virtual office providers that supply bona fide Quebec street addresses have become key tools: the legal effect
of their use in business registration is recognized by regulators (collabspace.ca) (2727coworking.com),
provided the address is real and accessible. We conclude with discussion of future trends: as remote work
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grows, virtual offices are likely to proliferate, and Quebec’s regulators are already updating rules (e.g. the April
2026 mandate for a local representative if no Québec address is provided (www.quebec.ca)). Foreign founders
must stay informed of these policies while leveraging Quebec’s entrepreneurial ecosystem and incentives.

Introduction and Background

Global mobility of entrepreneurs has accelerated in the 21st century, and Canada consistently ranks among
the most welcoming and business-friendly destinations. For instance, an OECD report in 2023 found Canada
to be the most attractive OECD country for immigrant founders, due to its combination of robust start-up
ecosystems, favorable immigration startup visas, and generally supportive innovation policies
(www.cicnews.com). The Conference Board of Canada similarly grades the country a solid “B” in terms of
entrepreneurship ease, highlighting relatively low regulatory and administrative barriers to starting a firm
(www.conferenceboard.ca). Within Canada, Québec stands out for its dynamic economy (8.8 million people
and a GDP of around $435 billion (www.fasken.com)) and a strong tech and life sciences sector, especially in
Montreal. Quebec’s legal system is based on civil law (unlike the common law of most other provinces), but it
integrates harmonized corporate laws: one may incorporate under Québec’s provincial “Sociétés par actions”
regime (Québec Business Corporations Act, QBCA) or under the federal Canada Business Corporations Act
(CBCA).

Foreign entrepreneurs often consider Quebec for strategic reasons: it has recognized R&D and
commercialization tax incentives (e.g. Québec’s R&D tax credit (CRIC) and innovation tax credit (IDCI)
(www.quebec.ca) (www.finances.gouv.qc.ca)), well-educated multilingual talent, and proximity to U.S. and
European markets. Quebec’s large cities such as Montreal and Quebec City have growing start-up
communities, incubators, and supportive programs (for example, the provincial Start-Up Visa program for
immigrant entrepreneurs). Yet Quebec also enforces stricter regulations in certain areas, notably its language
laws: under the Charter of the French Language, every business name in Québec must be in French or have a
French equivalent (portail-entreprises-idf.fr). Accordingly, a foreign founder must carefully structure the
company (often using a French “inc.” suffix or a numeric name) to comply with Québec law.

This report focuses on the operational steps and compliance issues a non-resident founder faces in
incorporating a firm in Québec. We analyze the legal requirements (drawn from the QBCA, the Québec
enterprise law (Loi sur la publicité 1égale des entreprises), and related regulations) as well as the
administrative processes handled by the Registraire des entreprises (Québec’s enterprise registrar, “REQ”).
Key topics include what address must be given for the corporation’s head office, the process of filing official
registration and obtaining a Québec Enterprise Number (NEQ), and the use of virtual office services
(commercial street addresses and mail handling) by foreign entrepreneurs to meet these requirements.
Throughout, we cite official government sources and expert commentary to ensure accuracy. We also present
comparative tables and illustrative examples for clarity.
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Legal Framework for Business Incorporation
In Québec

Federal vs. Québec Incorporation

An entrepreneur in Québec may choose to incorporate federally or provincially. Under the federal Canada
Business Corporations Act (CBCA), a corporation can operate anywhere in Canada and under the same
corporate name (though it still must register provincially in each province where it does business). Under the
Québec Business Corporations Act (QBCA), a “société par actions” is created and governed by Québec
law. Both systems offer limited liability and similar governance; one difference is the director residency
requirements. As Fasken notes, the CBCA requires at least 25% of directors (or one of them if there are
fewer than 3) to be Canadian residents, whereas the QBCA imposes “No Canadian residency
requirement” (www.fasken.com). In practical terms, a Québec provincially-incorporated firm can have an all-
foreign board, whereas a federal firm must include at least one Canadian-resident director. (Notably, Ontario in
2021 removed even its provincial 25% residency rule [62t] )

The required location of the corporation’s “head office” also differs. Fasken’s comparison table shows that
under the CBCA the head office must be “in Canada,” whereas under the QBCA it must be “in Québec”
(www.fasken.com). In other words, a Québec-incorporated company is legally bound to maintain its registered
office address within Québec. By contrast, a CBCA corporation’s head office can be in any province or territory
— though if it carries on business in Québec it will eventually have to register there and obtain a Québec
address (see below). Another distinction: Canada’s federal corporate regulations allow shareholders’ meetings
to be held outside Canada, but Québec does not require provincial meetings to be in Québec if the articles
permit and all shareholders agree (www.fasken.com). In short, foreign founders have more flexibility with
Québec corporate governance (no residency or meeting-location restrictions), but they must still respect
Québec's requirement for a local head office address and attendant registration procedures.

Corporate Name and Language Requirements

Under Québec’s Charter of the French Language, all businesses operating in Québec must use French names
officially. Thus, unlike many jurisdictions where a company may be named in any language, a Québec
company'’s legal name must be in French (or include a French version of any non-French name). The
Registraire’s FAQ bluntly states: “Le nom d’une entreprise doit respecter la Charte de la langue francaise et
doit donc étre en francais.” (portail-entreprises-idf.fr). In practice, many foreign entrepreneurs avoid this
complication by choosing a numbered company (sélection d’un numéro d’entreprise), e.g. “1234567 Québec
inc.” (in which case the numeric designation is followed by “Québec inc.” and this automatically satisfies the
French requirement). If a word name is used, it must have a valid French form; for example “TechnologiesXYZ
inc.” could be “XYZ Technologies inc.” in French. This naming requirement applies to both federally and
provincially incorporated companies doing business in Québec, as part of Québec’s language-of-commerce
rules.
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Moreover, federal incorporation (CBCA) itself imposes a language rule: the official company name must be in
English or French (if a French name is chosen, the federal name must also have an English equivalent, and
vice versa). Québec’s requirements, however, are enforced via the Registraire and the Office québécois de la
langue francaise. Foreign founders should carefully comply with these naming laws to avoid refusal of
registration or future legal issues.

Incorporating in Québec as a Non-Resident

A foreign (non-Canadian-resident) individual or entity can incorporate in Québec under the QBCA, subject to
the rules outlined above. Critically, Québec does not require any directors or officers to be Canadian or
Québec residents (www.fasken.com). This stems from the fact that Québec’s system was updated in 2011 to
harmonize with federal rules, removing former provincial residency quotas. Thus, a European or U.S.
entrepreneur may incorporate a Québec company without physically moving to Canada or nominating any
local co-directors.

Articles of Incorporation

To formally incorporate (“constituir une société par actions québécoise”), one must file articles of
incorporation and an accompanying notice establishing the corporate seats and directors (www.quebec.ca).
The Québec government’s guide “Constituer une société par actions québécoise” (online on Québec.ca)
specifies that the incorporator must file a certificate (statuts de constitution) “avec I'avis établissant I'adresse
du siege et la liste des administrateurs.” In other words, the initial filing must provide the corporate head
office address and the names of the first board members (www.quebec.ca). Because the head office address
must be in Québec by law (2727coworking.com), foreign founders should line up a valid Québec street
address before incorporation (see Address section below).

Other than addresses, the articles must include standard details: company name, number and types of shares,
any restrictions, etc. A Quebec-incorporated company may adopt either a numeric name (“société a
désignation numérique”) or a word name, subject to compliance as above. For example, if using a word name,
incorporation documents must show that both French and English versions (if applicable) are used in
conformity with the charter of the French language. If a business already exists outside Québec and is
branching into Québec, one must file an immatriculation (extra-provincial registration) with matching details.

Directors and Officers

Under the QBCA, the incorporators also supply an initial board of directors. Since there is no requirement for
any Québec-resident directors (www.fasken.com), the foreign founder can appoint themselves and any
colleagues as directors. Directors (administrateurs) in Québec corporations owe fiduciary duties under civil
law. The initial meeting of directors usually follows incorporation, but Québec law allows flexibility: meetings
may be replaced by written resolutions, and Québec does not mandate Canadian residency as the province of
meeting (unlike federal law) (www.fasken.com). In practice, a small corporation may simply have the
incorporator (if a sole founder) act as both the sole director and “président” (manager) of the company, which
is common for single-founder ventures.

Montreal coworking - Private offices - Business addresses Page 5 of 14


https://www.fasken.com/en/knowledge/doing-business-in-canada/16-establishing-a-business-in-quebec#:~:text=Residency%20of%20directors%20%20,No%20Canadian%20residency%20requirement
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise-formes-juridiques/societe-par-actions#:~:text=Produire%20des%20statuts%20de%20constitution,et%20la%20liste%20des%20administrateurs
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise-formes-juridiques/societe-par-actions#:~:text=Produire%20des%20statuts%20de%20constitution,et%20la%20liste%20des%20administrateurs
https://2727coworking.com/articles/canada-virtual-office-rules-compliance-pricing#:~:text=even%20requires%20directors%E2%80%99%20contact%20info%29,thumb%20%28echoed%20by
https://www.fasken.com/en/knowledge/doing-business-in-canada/16-establishing-a-business-in-quebec#:~:text=Residency%20of%20directors%20%20,No%20Canadian%20residency%20requirement
https://www.fasken.com/en/knowledge/doing-business-in-canada/16-establishing-a-business-in-quebec#:~:text=must%20be%20Canadian%20residents%20,In%20Quebec

2727 Coworking

All Québec corporations must keep a register of directors, minutes, and other corporate records as required by
the QBCA. Annual filings with the REQ (see below) must be done by a director or officer, who can be the
foreign founder if desired. Overall, aside from the address and language issues, Québec’s corporate law is
quite accommodative for non-residents relative to many jurisdictions.

Address Requirements for Québec
Corporations

One crucial consideration when incorporating in Québec is the mandatory registered office (siége social)
address. Québec law requires that every legal entity have a definitive head office address within Québec
(2727coworking.com). In the QBCA, a corporation’s “domicile” is defined as its registered office, which is its
official address for legal purposes. According to the government'’s description of register contents, “Pour la
personne morale, [I'ladresse du domicile [...] s’agit de I'adresse du siege.” (www.quebec.ca). In practical
terms, this means a Québec-incorporated company must provide a bona fide street address in Québec as its
legal domicile. This cannot be merely a P.O. box; it must be a location where documents can be delivered and
someone can physically receive them.

Several authorities emphasize that Québec (like other provinces) prohibits using only a post-office box as the
registered office. Corporate compliance guides note that Canadian corporate acts uniformly demand a valid
address that is reachable by service of legal documents, and that a mere P.O. box “is not a compliant address”
(2727coworking.com). For example, 2727 Coworking'’s review explains that Ontario explicitly disallows P.O.
boxes for registered offices, and that Québec likewise “requires a head office (‘siege social’) in the province for
Quebec corporations, and (by inference) this must allow legal delivery” (2727coworking.com). In summary:
under the Québec enterprise publicity laws, one must designate an exact and physically accessible
address in Québec as the corporation’s head office.

If a foreign founder has no physical establishment in Québec, this requirement can be met by using a service
address or virtual office provider (see next section). Importantly, if the company truly has no Québec address
at all, Québec law now imposes an additional duty. Effective April 1, 2026, any enterprise (including a
corporation) with “neither domicile nor professional address nor establishment in Québec” must declare a local
representative (a fondé de pouvoir) to act on its behalf (www.quebec.ca). This means that even if a foreign
corporation lists an address “offered” by a virtual office (for receiving official mail), if it has no actual Québec
facility, it must nominate a Québec agent. The REQ explicitly states: “Une entreprise qui n’a ni adresse de
domicile, ni adresse professionnelle, ni établissement au Québec doit déclarer... un fondé de pouvoir qui la
représente au Québec.” (www.quebec.ca). The designated representative is then responsible for receiving
official notices. There is an exception for Ontario-based construction companies under the Provinces’ mobility
agreement, but no general exemption for typical foreign start-ups.

In practical terms, non-residents usually satisfy the head office requirement by renting or subscribing to a
virtual office or serviced office in Québec. The key is that the address must be a real street location (for
example, a suite in a coworking space) at which physical service can occur. As discussed below, Québec
authorities and business experts confirm that virtual office addresses are acceptable if they provide a bona fide
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address for service (collabspace.ca) (2727coworking.com). Conversely, failure to provide a valid address can
have serious consequences: experts note that under Québec law even a defective address might eventually
void official acts (lex-lawyers.com). We return to enterpreur use of virtual offices in a later section.

Québec Enterprise Number (NEQ) and
Registration Process

All corporations and most other businesses in Québec must be registered in the Registraire des entreprises
du Québec (REQ). At registration, the enterprise receives a unique Numéro d’entreprise du Québec (NEQ).
The NEQ is a ten-digit identifier used in all Québec legal and tax contexts. Québec’s official glossary explains
that the NEQ is assigned upon immatriculation, and the first two digits indicate the legal form (for instance, “11”
for corporations) (www.quebec.ca). Thus, a newly formed Québec company might receive an NEQ like
“1143789250” (note the 11 prefix for corporate status).

Filing the Initial Declaration

For a Québec incorporation, obtaining the NEQ is part of the incorporation process. The incorporator must
submit a declaration of immatriculation to the REQ along with the articles of incorporation. Under Québec
law, this declaration must be filed within 60 days of starting business. Specifically, the government instructs
that “les personnes morales non constituées au Québec qui exercent une activité au Québec doivent
produire la déclaration d’immatriculation...dans les 60 jours suivant le début des activités”
(www.quebec.ca). In practice, many incorporators submit the initial declaration at the time of incorporation
(referred to as the “Déclaration initiale”). If this is done promptly, the REQ will register the new company and
issue the NEQ. As the official guidance states, once a filing is “conforme et compléte” and fees are paid, “le
Registraire immatricule la personne morale...en lui attribuant un numéro d’entreprise du Québec (NEQ)”
(www.quebec.ca). The NEQ serves as the company’s permanent Québec business number for licensing, tax,
and legal reporting.

If an existing corporation (federal or foreign) wishes to do business in Québec, it likewise must register as an
extra-provincial (étrangere non constituée) entity with the REQ, again receiving an NEQ. The process is
similar: the company files a Québec immatriculation and “s’assure que les renseignements tels que le nom et
I'adresse du domicile de I'entreprise... correspondent aux renseignements déja déclarés” elsewhere
(www.quebec.ca). Once approved, the REQ “dépose au registre” and issues an NEQ (www.quebec.ca). In
sum, whether by forming a new Québec corporation or by registering a foreign one, completion of the REQ
registration leads to assignment of an NEQ, making the enterprise a Québec-registered entity.

Use of the NEQ

After incorporation, the NEQ must be used in all official dealings: it must appear on corporate contracts,
government filings, tax returns, and in communications with Québec agencies (e.g. Revenu Québec). Indeed,
any person can search the public Quebec enterprise register by NEQ or name to verify the company’s
registration details (the NEQ is prominently labeled in the register’s index (www.quebec.ca)). This unified
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numbering system streamlines interactions with Quebec authorities. It is important for foreign founders to
retain their NEQ and use it when doing business in Québec; failure to register (and thus obtain an NEQ) when
required could lead to fines or inability to enforce contracts in Quebec courts.

Address Solutions: Virtual Offices and Mail
Services

Because Québec strictly requires a local address, many foreign entrepreneurs rely on virtual office and mail-
handling services based in Montréal or other Québec cities. A virtual office typically provides a real street
address, mail collection and forwarding, and optional receptionist services, without the client needing to rent
physical office space full time. This arrangement allows a remote or foreign company to project a local
presence.

Legal commentators confirm that virtual office addresses are generally acceptable for Canadian business
registration, so long as they constitute a legitimate commercial address (not merely a mailbox). For instance, a
Canadian business guide notes: “Most Canadian provinces and the federal government accept a commercial
street address provided by a virtual office as a valid registered address, as long as it is a real physical street
address (not a P.O. box) and the provider authorizes its use for incorporation or registration purposes.”
(collabspace.ca). Likewise, 2727 Coworking explicitly states that Québec (like other provinces) demands a
physical head office; only a real, accessible street address qualifies (2727coworking.com). Thus,
entrepreneurs should ensure their chosen service provides an onsite address. A reputable provider will verify
identity and enter into a service agreement; a foundation of Canadian anti-money laundering rules applies
(requiring verification of the client’s ID, as Collabspace notes (collabspace.ca)).

Table 1 below lists several major virtual office/mail providers useful to Québec entrepreneurs. All offer
recognized Québec addresses (often Montréal Midtown or downtown) at affordable monthly rates, along with
mail-forwarding or scanning services. For example, Regus (IWG) and Davinci Virtual have Montréal locations
starting around CAD $50-$100/month for basic plans (2727coworking.com); full-service tiers with receptionist
answering run higher. Table 2 illustrates typical providers and pricing in Montréal.

Virtual Office Location(s) Basic Monthly Cost Notes
Provider
2727 Coworking Montréal (Griffintown/Saint-Henri) =~ ~$75 Basic mail & address; can add meeting
(2727coworking.com) rooms/reception
Regus/IWG Montréal (Multiple: downtown, $89-$150 Includes mail handling; meeting credits
etc.) (2727coworking.com) often included
CAVM (Montreal) Vieux-Montréal (Old Montreal) $60-$100 Business address + mail; meeting rooms
(2727coworking.com) rented by hour
iPostall Multiple Canadian cities (including =~ $50-$80 Mailservice only (no physical workspace)
Montréal) (2727coworking.com)
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Virtual Office Location(s) Basic Monthly Cost Notes

Provider

Davinci Virtual Nationwide (Montréal, QC offices) = $50-$100 Mail + phone; package includes some
(2727coworking.com) meeting room use

Source: Company websites and 2727 Coworking market guide (2727coworking.com).

These virtual providers are in high demand. The pandemic-driven shift to remote work accelerated growth in
Canada’s virtual office market. As an industry analysis notes, programs like these now serve over a million
Canadian businesses, and “Canada’s flexible workspace market (including coworking and virtual
services) [is projected] to nearly triple by 2030.” (2727coworking.com) For a foreign entrepreneur, a virtual
office saves the cost of leasing physical premises while giving a prestigious local address. Importantly, banks
and other institutions generally accept a virtual office address, provided it is a bona fide business address with
an active service agreement. Collabspace reports that all five major Canadian banks usually require proof of a
“legitimate commercial address,” which is typically satisfied by a virtual office service agreement
(collabspace.ca). (As always, founders should confirm with any given institution, since policies vary.)

Legitimacy and Compliance

While virtual offices are legal, experts caution that the address must be used correctly. Vendors often
distinguish between a “registered office address” for government filings and a mailing address for day-to-day
use. Québec requires the registered address to permit personal delivery of records. The 2727 Coworking
guide emphasizes: “Quebec and others likewise demand a physical head office.” (2727coworking.com), and
that only a legitimate commercial street address suffices. Companies should not list a virtual office location as
both domicile and operating site if it is truly just mail service — the Régistraire now treats any such address
without actual presence as triggering the need for a mandatary (www.quebec.ca). On the other hand, it is
acceptable (and common) to list the virtual office address as the legal domicile (siége) in the articles and rely
on the provider’s staff to accept mail and legal notices there. It is wise to verify that the contract explicitly
allows the address to be used in legal registrations.

In summary, virtual office solutions are widely used and legally accepted in Québec, provided they adhere to
the rules about “real” addresses. They solve the hurdle of having a Québec address without requiring the
entrepreneur to rent an office or reside there. Entrepreneurs should select a reputable provider (with bilingual
reception, etc.) and ensure continuous mailbox coverage.

Case Example: Hypothetical Foreign Startup

Consider a hypothetical example illustrating the process: A German tech entrepreneur, Anna Schmidt, wants to
launch a Quebec subsidiary to serve Canadian clients. She decides to incorporate in Montréal. Anna arranges
a virtual office plan with a coworking space in downtown Montréal, giving her “1234 rue de I'lnnovation,
Montréal QC” as the head office address. She prepares her incorporation documents (articles in French) and
names herself as sole director. She files the incorporation and initial registration online through REQ. Within a
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day, the Registraire validates her filings and issues an NEQ (www.quebec.ca), officially making “1234-5678
Québec inc.” a registered Québec company. Because she provided a Québec address in the incorporation,
she has satisfied the law immediately (2727coworking.com).

Anna now has the legal apparatus in place: her company has a Québec NEQ and an address. She can use
the virtual office to receive mail (the provider notifies her of new items, per the service) and can open a
business account at a Canadian bank using that address (collabspace.ca). When she hires a remote team and
seeks R&D tax credits, the company can claim the CRIC (since it operates in Québec and is conducting
eligible R&D on-site (www.quebec.ca)). In this scenario, Anna did not need to be physically present in Canada;
she met all requirements through the virtual office and online filings. This example underscores how Québec’s
system allows full remote incorporation, while enforcing a physical address via professional services.

Comparative Table 1: Incorporation Options
and Requirements

Incorporation Residency Address Requirement Québec Registration (NEQ)

Path Requirement

Federal (Canada) = >25% of directors Head office must be in Canada If operating in Québec, must file extra-

(CBCA) must be Canadian (www.fasken.com) provincial registration and obtain NEQ
(www.fasken.com) (if doing business in Québec, must (www.quebec.ca)

later register locally)

Québec No Canadian Head office must be in Québec File initial declaration with REQ; NEQ issued
Provincial residency (2727coworking.com) upon registration (www.quebec.ca)

(QBCA) requirement Must be a precise street address

(Québec inc.) (www.fasken.com) (no PO Box) (2727coworking.com)

Extra-Provincial Subject to home Must specify a Québec address on File Quebec immatriculation within 60 days of
(Foreign/QC) jurisdiction file. If none in Québec, designate a starting activities (www.quebec.ca); NEQ
(e.g. US corp) mandatary (www.quebec.ca) assigned upon completion (www.quebec.ca)

Notes: This table summarizes key differences. Québec corporations under the QBCA do not require any local-
resident directors (www.fasken.com), unlike federal corporations. Both provincial and federal entities must
eventually register in Québec (with the REQ) if they carry on activities there, obtaining a Québec NEQ for
identification (www.quebec.ca) (www.quebec.ca). All require a valid Québec address for the head office (the
domicile) but the means of compliance differ: Québec-incorporated companies must simply have their head
office in Québec (2727coworking.com), whereas federal and foreign companies without a Québec facility must
appoint a representative (www.quebec.ca).
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Discussion of Implications and Trends

Foreign Entrepreneurs and Compliance Challenges

For foreign entrepreneurs, Québec offers appealing business conditions but also some unique compliance
hurdles. On the plus side, Québec’s removal of director residency quotas (www.fasken.com) and its
transparent legal system make incorporation straightforward. Obtaining corporate privileges (banking, legal
personality) in Québec can be done with remote filings. Québec’s vigorous R&D tax credit programs (CRIC
and IDCI) mean that establishing an R&D arm there can yield substantial tax savings. For example, under
Québec's Innovation Deduction (IDCI), qualifying technology companies can reduce the tax on Canadian-
sourced intellectual property income to a mere 2% (www.finances.gouv.gc.ca) (down from the normal 11.5%),
provided they have an active Québec establishment (www.finances.gouv.qc.ca). This is a powerful incentive
for foreign tech companies to set up a local presence.

However, there are pitfalls. The strict address requirements mean the founder must either rent space or sign
up with a reputable virtual office. Failure to provide a legitimate address can be costly: under Québec civil law,
“an errant registered address can even lead to the nullification of official acts or contracts” (lex-lawyers.com),
highlighting that Québec enforces strict publicity of corporate information. Indeed, one legal commentary notes
that Québec authorities view precise addresses as critical for preventing fraud and ensuring accountability, so
using a fake or unsuitable address risks legal sanctions. Moreover, Québec’s language laws impose ongoing
obligations: companies must use French in communications with the public and government (for example, job
postings or customer-facing websites must be bilingual or French) or risk fines from the Office québécois de la
langue francaise. Non-compliance with French naming or communication rules can also incur penalties.

Another consideration is that a foreign shareholder or director without status in Canada must carefully handle
tax and immigration issues. Merely incorporating and attending occasional meetings may be fine, but engaging
in day-to-day operations in Canada could inadvertently trigger work permit requirements. This report does not
cover immigration law, but foreign entrepreneurs should consult immigration experts if they plan to physically
work in Québec.

Virtual Office Market Growth

The use of virtual offices is not just a workaround but a growing global business model. Analysts observe that
as remote and hybrid work persist, businesses increasingly prefer paying for mail service and occasional use
of meeting rooms instead of leasing full offices. In Canada specifically, an industry analysis estimates that over
1.2 million employer businesses already exist (2022 data), many of which can utilize virtual services
(2727coworking.com). With the flexible workspace sector (both coworking and virtual) projected to nearly triple
by 2030 (2727coworking.com), entrepreneurs incorporating in Québec can expect a wide variety of address-
service options in the future. This trend also influences policy: regulators have taken note that many
businesses now lack a permanent physical office. Québec’s 2026 rule requiring a local representative for
address-less companies (www.quebec.ca) is an example of adapting to this reality. Provinces like Ontario have
similarly reformed laws (e.g. removing residency requirements or creating flexible definitions of “address”) to
accommodate modern practices.
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Comparative Perspective and Future Directions

Quebec’s approach sits between more lenient and more stringent regimes globally. It allows fully foreign
ownership (like some offshore jurisdictions) but still insists on local addressability and language compliance
(like many Europe jurisdictions require local agents and local language use). One comparative study from
Fasken even notes that foreign investors may prefer the Québec system due to its transparency and
predictability (www.fasken.com). Long-term, two trends will likely shape this landscape: digitalization of
corporate registries and continued evolution of remote-work norms. Canada (including Québec) is
moving towards more online filings and possibly virtual processes. The REQ already provides an online portal.
Over time, enforcement of physical address rules may shift towards verifying actual usage rather than mere
paper promises.

For foreign entrepreneurs specifically, staying abreast of legal changes is crucial. The Québec government’s
business portal lists recent updates, such as since June 2025 the requirement to declare certain employee
language skils (www.quebec.ca). We anticipate further tweaks: for example, the need for a Québec resident
officer or tighter checks on service addresses could be considered. Yet overall, the implications are positive:
Québec remains open to foreign venture capital and know-how. By understanding and leveraging its enterprise
number system and flexible office solutions, non-resident founders can credibly establish their Québec
companies and participate in the province’s economy.

Conclusion

In summary, incorporating in Québec as a foreign entrepreneur is entirely feasible but governed by a
distinctive set of rules. Quebec’s laws impose no residency requirement for directors (www.fasken.com),
reflecting its openness, but do impose a stringent address requirement: a local Québec head office address
that is real and accessible (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Entrepreneurs must file an initial
declaration with the Québec enterprise registrar, thereby obtaining a Québec Enterprise Number (NEQ)
(www.quebec.ca) (www.quebec.ca) which then identifies the company in all provincial dealings. Vital to
success is compliance with language law and administrative formalities (for example, filing annual updates and
paying fees as required by the Corp Act).

Virtual office solutions bridge foreign founders to Québec by providing compliant addresses and mail
forwarding. As noted, such virtual addresses are legally accepted for registration (collabspace.ca)
(2727coworking.com). Foreign entrepreneurs should utilize reputable providers (e.g. those listed in Table 2)
and ensure their usage aligns with official guidelines. With these hurdles managed, founders can then focus on
growing the business—taking advantage of Québec’s tax incentives (such as R&D tax credits
(www.quebec.ca) and IP deductions (www.finances.gouv.qgc.ca)), funding programs, and skilled workforce.

Looking ahead, Québec’s commitment to attracting investment suggests that its regulations will continue
evolving. For example, the REQ’s recent emphasis on agents for non-resident firms (www.quebec.ca) shows
responsiveness to the rise of decentralized companies. We have also observed that provinces like Ontario are
relaxing certain requirements (e.g. director residency removed in 2021) which may eventually influence
Québec policy. For now, foreign entrepreneurs should proceed with careful planning: securing a virtual
address, drafting compliant incorporation documents (including French naming), and filing timely with the REQ.
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In conclusion, the combination of legal permissiveness (no residency rules) and clear administrative
processes, along with modern virtual office options, makes Québec a viable location for international founders
to register new ventures. With due diligence and professional advice, a non-resident can establish a Québec
corporation, obtain a NEQ, and tap into the Québec market effectively. This report has laid out the steps,
requirements, and solutions in detall, to serve as a comprehensive guide for such entrepreneurs.

References: All claims above are supported by official Québec government resources, legal guidance, and
industry analyses. In particular; Québec government publications on immatriculation and enterprise registration
(www.quebec.ca) (www.quebec.ca); expert guides like Fasken on incorporation rules (www.fasken.com);
coworking/virtual office industry reports (collabspace.ca) (2727coworking.com); and Québec tax authority
information on R&D credits (www.quebec.ca) (www.finances.gouv.qc.ca). These, among others, are cited inline
by author and line in the text.
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THE PUBLISHER

About 2727 Coworking

2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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