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Executive Summary
At a glance: a broker acting on their own account declares to the OACIQ the address of the place where they
actually work and keep their records and files, and the OACIQ accepts their home as that location. This
address appears on their licence and in the public register. The main caveat: we found no definition of
“establishment” that would establish whether a coworking desk, a private office or a simple business address
service qualifies; the choice therefore needs to be confirmed in writing with the OACIQ before committing to a
lease.
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A real estate broker who leaves an agency to act on their own account must enter the address of their
establishment in their licence modification application, “même s’il s’agit de votre résidence”, according to the
frequently asked questions of the Organisme d’autoréglementation du courtage immobilier du Québec
(OACIQ) (www.oaciq.com). The Real Estate Brokerage Act requires every broker’s licence holder to have an
establishment in Québec, and a broker acting for an agency has the agency’s establishment as their own
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). An independent broker must therefore designate a location themselves, whose
address and telephone number then appear on their licence (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

The unresolved issue is the most important one when choosing a space. Neither the OACIQ pages, the Act
nor the regulations we consulted define “establishment” in a way that settles the question of a coworking desk,
a rented private office or a simple business address service. Instead, the texts describe concrete implications:
records and files must be kept at the establishment (oaciq.com), an inspector may access it at any reasonable
hour (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca) and the licence holder must have access to a computer there
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). Each option must therefore be assessed against the broker’s actual place of
work, then confirmed in writing with the OACIQ before any money is spent.

The numbers involved are modest. As of December 31, 2025, 563 of the 16,849 valid broker’s licences
belonged to brokers acting on their own account, or about 3.3% (www.oaciq.com). Modifying a licence costs
$105 in administrative fees (fee schedule in effect until December 31, 2026) (www.oaciq.com), and the
FARCIQ insurance premium is $470 before tax for a full year (www.oaciq.com). For space, prices published by
Montréal operators range, for example, from a business address service at $75 per month (www.domiciliation-
montreal.com) to a private office for one person starting at CA$560 per month (www.wework.com).

To change the business address of a broker acting on their own account, the OACIQ calls for an email to the
Certification Department (www.oaciq.com). The change is considered effective once entered in the register,
with processing taking up to 10 business days (www.oaciq.com). No address or workspace arrangement,
including the publisher’s, should be presumed to meet OACIQ requirements: this must be verified in writing.

Introduction and Context
This article is for a Montréal broker moving from an agency to acting on their own account and weighing four
options: working from home, renting an actual private office, taking a desk in a coworking space or using an
address alone (a business address service or virtual office). It does not cover incorporation, real estate
investment or a general comparison of virtual office prices. The publisher, 2727 Coworking, operates desks,
private offices, meeting rooms, virtual offices and business addresses in Montréal; it appears in the
comparison table in that capacity, without any claim of compliance.

The OACIQ states that a broker may act on their own account as soon as they obtain their licence
(www.oaciq.com). This freedom comes with specific obligations: managing an establishment that meets
regulatory requirements (www.oaciq.com), keeping their own records, opening their own trust account and
attending a start-up meeting with the Inspection Department (www.oaciq.com). Choosing a location is
therefore more than a budget item: it determines where files are kept, where an inspector may visit and which
address the public sees.
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https://www.oaciq.com/fr/titulaires-de-permis/permis/certification-courtiers/#:~:text=en%20prenant%20soin%20d%E2%80%99y%20inscrire%20l%E2%80%99adresse%20de%20votre%20%C3%A9tablissement%2C%20m%C3%AAme%20s%E2%80%99il%20s%E2%80%99agit%20de%20votre%20r%C3%A9sidence
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/C-73.2#:~:text=Un%20titulaire%20de%20permis%20de%20courtier%20doit%20avoir%20un%20%C3%A9tablissement%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec.
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%208#:~:text=l%E2%80%99adresse%20et%20le%20num%C3%A9ro%20de%20t%C3%A9l%C3%A9phone%20de%20l%E2%80%99%C3%A9tablissement%20au%20sein%20duquel
https://oaciq.com/media/ibgmfug0/instructions-tenue-dossiers-registres.pdf#:~:text=doivent%20se%20retrouver%20%C3%A0%20l%E2%80%99%C3%A9tablissement%20de%20l%E2%80%99agence%20ou%20du%20courtier
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/C-73.2#:~:text=avoir%20acc%C3%A8s%20%C3%A0%20toute%20heure%20raisonnable%20%C3%A0%20l%E2%80%99%C3%A9tablissement%20du%20titulaire%20de%20permis
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%201#:~:text=Le%20titulaire%20de%20permis%20doit%20avoir%20acc%C3%A8s%20%C3%A0%20un%20ordinateur%20%C3%A0%20son%20%C3%A9tablissement
https://www.oaciq.com/media/2x1b3evl/ra-oaciq-2025.pdf#:~:text=permis%20de%20courtier%20immobilier%20valides%20%28dont%20563%20agissant%20%C3%A0
https://www.oaciq.com/media/tqfn5fnm/frais-admin-grille-vang-20260511-1.pdf#:~:text=Modifying%20a%20licence%20to%20act%20on%20one%27s%20own%20account%20%24105
https://www.oaciq.com/media/3gvd5hmt/licence-issuance-exigible-rights-and-fees-2026-2027.pdf#:~:text=Premium%20%2D%20Professional%20liability%20insurance%20fund%20premium%20%28FARCIQ%29470.00%20430.83%20391.67
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/cgv/#:~:text=Essentielle%20%3A%2075%20%24%2Fmois%20ou%20675%20%24%2Fan%20%283%20mois%20offerts%29
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/cgv/#:~:text=Essentielle%20%3A%2075%20%24%2Fmois%20ou%20675%20%24%2Fan%20%283%20mois%20offerts%29
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/l/office-space/montreal--QC#:~:text=Bureaux%20pour%201%20personnes%20%C3%A0%20partir%20de%20C%24560%2Fmois
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/licence-certification/certification-brokers/#:~:text=Real%20estate%20brokers%20acting%20on%20their%20own%20behalf%20who%20wish%20to%20change%20their%20business%20address%20must%20send%20an%20email%20to
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/licence-certification/certification-brokers/#:~:text=the%20change%20is%20considered%20to%20be%20in%20effect%20once%20it%20appears
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/licence-certification/certification-brokers/#:~:text=a%20broker%20may%20act%20on%20his%20own%20account%20as%20soon%20as%20he%20obtains%20his%20OACIQ%20licence
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/guidelines/guideline-licence-issue-and-maintenance/brokers-method-of-practice/#:~:text=They%20must%20manage%20an%20establishment%20according%20to%20regulatory%20requirements.
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/guidelines/guideline-licence-issue-and-maintenance/brokers-method-of-practice/#:~:text=He%20must%20attend%20a%20mandatory%20meeting%20with%20the%20OACIQ%20Inspection%20Department.


The facts are current as of November 2, 2026. This text is a decision-making aid, not legal advice: the OACIQ,
the insurer and a legal adviser remain the sources for confirmation.

Regulatory statements come from the OACIQ, LégisQuébec and government departments; prices come from
operators’ pages, which apply only to their own offerings. When we did not find information (for example, the
definition of “establishment”), we say so rather than infer it.

Status: Agency Broker, Broker Acting on Their Own Account and
Agency Executive Officer
The first question is the status under which the broker will practise, because the establishment address comes
from a different source in each case. A broker acting for an agency cannot simultaneously act for another
agency or work on their own account (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). Their establishment is the agency’s, and
record- and file-keeping obligations are delegated to the agency (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). On leaving the
agency, they therefore lose the location that served as their establishment and must designate one.

A broker acting on their own account holds their licence personally: only a natural person may hold a broker’s
licence (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). The OACIQ states that they cannot use an assumed name, hire other
brokers or act through a business corporation (www.oaciq.com). The question of incorporation is therefore
settled by their status, rather than their choice of workspace. An agency executive officer is a separate case:
this is a licence holder with executive officer qualifications who actually performs that role in an agency
(www.oaciq.com), and the agency itself must have an establishment in Québec (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

Table 1 below summarizes the different statuses and the evidence related to location. It does not replace
reading the Act and regulations; it helps identify what changes when a broker leaves an agency.

Status Establishment Records
and files

Trust account To confirm with the OACIQ

Agency broker The agency’s
establishment

Obligations
delegated to
the agency

May be delegated to the agency, with the
broker remaining jointly responsible with it
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca)

Nothing to declare while the
broker remains with the
agency; assignment to
another establishment of the
same agency requires a
signed document and a $35
fee (www.oaciq.com)

Broker acting
on their own
account

An establishment in
Québec is required;
address entered in
the modification
application, even if
it is the broker’s
home

Kept by the
broker at
their
establishme
nt
(www.legisq
uebec.gouv.
qc.ca)

A trust account must be opened within 10
days of the modification or issuance of a
licence to act on one’s own account
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), or an
exemption declaration filed if the broker
receives no money on behalf of others
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca)

Whether the chosen space
(coworking, private office,
address alone) is recognized
as an “establishment”

Agency
executive
officer and
agency

The agency must
have an
establishment in
Québec

Kept by the
agency

The agency’s obligation Outside the scope of this
article, except to distinguish
the executive officer from an
independent broker
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https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/C-73.2#:~:text=ne%20peut%2C%20en%20m%C3%AAme%20temps%2C%20agir%20pour%20une%20autre%20ou%20travailler%20%C3%A0%20son%20propre%20compte
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=les%20obligations%20li%C3%A9es%20%C3%A0%20la%20tenue%20des%20registres%20et%20dossiers%20sont%20d%C3%A9l%C3%A9gu%C3%A9es%20%C3%A0%20l%E2%80%99agence
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/C-73.2#:~:text=Seule%20une%20personne%20physique%20peut%20%C3%AAtre%20titulaire%20de%20permis%20de%20courtier.
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/licence-certification/certification-brokers/#:~:text=you%20may%20not%20use%20a%20pseudonym%2C%20hire%20brokers%20or%20act%20through%20a%20business%20corporation
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/licence-certification/certification-brokers/#:~:text=licence%20holder%20AEO%20who%20currently%20works%20as%20an%20executive%20officer%20in%20an%20agency
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/C-73.2#:~:text=Tout%20titulaire%20de%20permis%20d%E2%80%99agence%20doit%20avoir%20un%20%C3%A9tablissement%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec.
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=Le%20courtier%20demeure%20responsable%20avec%20cette%20agence%20des%20obligations%20impos%C3%A9es%20par%20le%20pr%C3%A9sent%20chapitre
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/licence-certification/certification-brokers/#:~:text=send%20us%20only%20a%20document%20signed%20by%20the%20agency%20executive%20officer%20or%20an%20authorized%20signatory
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=Le%20courtier%20ou%20l%E2%80%99agence%20doit%20tenir%20les%20registres%20suivants%20%C3%A0%20son%20%C3%A9tablissement
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=Le%20courtier%20ou%20l%E2%80%99agence%20doit%20tenir%20les%20registres%20suivants%20%C3%A0%20son%20%C3%A9tablissement
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=Le%20courtier%20ou%20l%E2%80%99agence%20doit%20tenir%20les%20registres%20suivants%20%C3%A0%20son%20%C3%A9tablissement
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=au%20plus%20tard%20dans%20les%2010%20jours%20de%20la%20d%C3%A9livrance%20du%20permis
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=il%20ne%20re%C3%A7oit%20pas%20d%E2%80%99acompte%2C%20ni%20d%E2%80%99avance%20de%20r%C3%A9tribution%2C%20ni%20de%20d%C3%A9bours%C3%A9s


The table is straightforward: the row for a broker acting on their own account brings together the location
decisions, since nothing is delegated. A useful terminology point: the licence itself bears the address and
telephone number of the establishment where the holder practises, and the licence application must identify
either the agency or the fact that the broker will act on their own account (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

Finally, a clarification about the legislative timeline. The 2026 Act, chapter 12, passed on June 11, 2026
(www.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca), amended sections 6 and 15 of the Real Estate Brokerage Act, but
the added text concerns a broker who does not reside in Québec and does not act for an agency
(www.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca). For a Montréal broker, the text we read does not change the
establishment rule; in our reading, the effective date of the sections in question follows the general
commencement rule of June 11, 2026 (www.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca), and warrants confirmation.

The Establishment Address in the Licence Modification Process

What the Broker Declares, and to Whom

To switch to acting on their own account, the broker submits a licence modification application. The form
includes a section titled “Modification du mode d’exercice” and, if the place of practice changes, asks for the
address of the establishment where the broker will carry out their activities (oaciq.com). The licensing
regulation, for its part, requires the application to contain the establishment’s address, including the postal
code and telephone numbers (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

The administrative fee for the modification is $105. The administrative fee schedule is valid until December 31,
2026 and will be revised after that date, so an application submitted in 2027 requires checking the amount
again.

Changing the Address Later

A broker acting on their own account who wants to change their business address writes to the Certification
Department; the change is not made through the broker portal, which only allows changes to the residential
address and email address. The chosen effective date takes effect when the change appears in the register,
with no retroactive processing and a turnaround time of up to 10 business days.

We found no specified time limit in the Act for notice of an address change: section 6 requires notice of the
establishment’s address and any change to that address (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). The regulation
specifies that changes to the information provided must be submitted “sans délai”
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). A broker with ongoing brokerage contracts must also notify the other
contracting party in writing of any change to their establishment’s address (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). The
modification form also notes that licence changes may require changes to advertising (oaciq.com).

What the Public Register Shows

For a broker acting on their own account, the register of licence holders displays the broker’s own contact
details rather than an agency’s (www.oaciq.com). The declared address is therefore more than an internal
formality: it becomes information the public can consult, making an informed choice important.
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https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%208#:~:text=ou%20la%20mention%20qu%E2%80%99il%20exercera%20ses%20activit%C3%A9s%20pour%20son%20propre%20compte%2C%20le%20cas%20%C3%A9ch%C3%A9ant
https://www.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Fichiers_client/lois_et_reglements/LoisAnnuelles/fr/2026/2026C12F.PDF#:~:text=Adopt%C3%A9%20le%2011%20juin%202026
https://www.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Fichiers_client/lois_et_reglements/LoisAnnuelles/fr/2026/2026C12F.PDF#:~:text=courtier%20qui%20ne%20r%C3%A9side%20pas%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20et%20qui%20n%E2%80%99agit
https://www.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Fichiers_client/lois_et_reglements/LoisAnnuelles/fr/2026/2026C12F.PDF#:~:text=Les%20dispositions%20de%20la%20pr%C3%A9sente%20loi%20entrent%20en%20vigueur%20le%2011%20juin%202026%2C
https://oaciq.com/media/z3bha4ax/form-demande-modif-permis.pdf#:~:text=Adresse%20de%20l%E2%80%99%C3%A9tablissement%20o%C3%B9%20j%E2%80%99exercerai%20mes%20activit%C3%A9s
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%208#:~:text=l%E2%80%99adresse%20de%20son%20%C3%A9tablissement%2C%20incluant%20le%20code%20postal%2C%20les%20num%C3%A9ros%20de%20t%C3%A9l%C3%A9phone
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/lc/C-73.2#:~:text=Un%20avis%20de%20l%E2%80%99adresse%20de%20cet%20%C3%A9tablissement%20ou%20de%20tout%20changement%20de%20cette%20adresse
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%208#:~:text=transmettre%20sans%20d%C3%A9lai%20%C3%A0%20l%E2%80%99Organisme%20toute%20modification%20dont%20fait%20l%E2%80%99objet%20un%20renseignement
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%201#:~:text=aviser%20par%20%C3%A9crit%20son%20contractant%20de%20tout%20changement%20quant%20%C3%A0%20l%E2%80%99adresse%20de%20son%20%C3%A9tablissement
https://oaciq.com/media/z3bha4ax/form-demande-modif-permis.pdf#:~:text=Les%20modifications%20de%20permis%20peuvent%20n%C3%A9cessiter%20des%20changements%20dans%20vos%20publicit%C3%A9s
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/guidelines/guideline-licence-issue-and-maintenance/register-of-licence-holders/#:~:text=or%20the%20broker%E2%80%99s%20own%20contact%20details%20if%20they%20are%20acting%20on%20their%20own%20account


Do Not Confuse It with the REQ Business Address

The Registraire des entreprises du Québec (REQ) uses a separate concept. There, an individual’s business
address corresponds to their principal place of work or business (www.quebec.ca); a post office box cannot
serve as one (www.quebec.ca), and an individual may declare only one in the register (www.quebec.ca). A
sole proprietorship must be registered within 60 days of starting operations when it operates under a name
other than the individual’s own (www.quebec.ca). Since the OACIQ prohibits brokers acting on their own
account from using an assumed name, whether registration applies to their situation is a question that arises
and must be put to the REQ. If it does apply, changes must be declared within 30 days (www.quebec.ca).

Two registers, two concepts: the OACIQ establishment address and the REQ business address are not, by
definition, required to be identical, but a difference between them calls for a consistent explanation if a
business address service is used for one and not the other.

The Four Workspace Options: Audit Table
Each option is assessed against five criteria: the actual workplace and file storage, client reception, mail and
the displayed address, published costs, and the specific question to ask. Table 2 presents the audit; the last
row is the publisher’s offering, described without figures or guarantees.

Option Actual location and files Client meetings Mail and
address

Published costs Question to
ask

Home The OACIQ accepts a home
as an address; files stay there,
with locking metal filing
cabinets recommended
(oaciq.com)

An occupancy
permit may be
required to use
part of the
dwelling for
professional
purposes
(montreal.ca)

Home address
visible in the
register for a
broker acting
on their own
account

A deduction may be
available if the space is
the principal place of
business
(www.revenuquebec.ca
)

Lease, borough
zoning and
insurer
(educaloi.qc.ca)
(www.canada.c
a)

Private office Actual workplace; lockable file
storage possible, subject to
OACIQ confirmation: for
example, code locks
(www.rezomont.com) and 24-
hour badge access, 24 hours
a day
(www.montrealcowork.com)

Clients received
on site; meeting
rooms to be
confirmed with
the operator

Business
address and
mail reception
included by
some
operators
(www.montreal
cowork.com)

From CA$560 per
month (1 person, 12-
month commitment)
(www.wework.com);
from $595 per desk per
month, plus tax
(www.montrealcowork.
com)

With the lease
available for
review, does
the OACIQ
recognize this
location as an
establishment?

Coworking
desk

Personal storage available
from some operators
(www.montrealcowork.com);
files shared with other
members of the space require
safeguards

Meeting rooms
by reservation

Building
address,
sometimes
included
depending on
the operator

From CA$479 per
month (general
access)
(www.wework.com);
dedicated desk from $8
per day at one operator
(www.spacesworks.co
m)

Is a non-
exclusive desk
sufficient as an
establishment?
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https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/nouvelles-obligations-transparence/adresse-professionnelle#:~:text=correspond%20%C3%A0%20son%20principal%20lieu%20de%20travail%20ou%20d%E2%80%99affaires
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/nouvelles-obligations-transparence/adresse-professionnelle#:~:text=une%20case%20postale%20ne%20peut%20tenir%20lieu%20d%E2%80%99adresse%20professionnelle
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/nouvelles-obligations-transparence/adresse-professionnelle#:~:text=une%20personne%20physique%20ne%20peut%20avoir%20qu%E2%80%99une%20seule%20adresse%20professionnelle%20d%C3%A9clar%C3%A9e%20au%20registre
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise-formes-juridiques/personne-physique-entreprise-individuelle#:~:text=dans%20les%2060%20jours%20suivant%20le%20d%C3%A9but%20des%20activit%C3%A9s%2C%20si%20elle%20l%E2%80%99exploite%20sous%20un
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/immatriculation-entreprise/obligations#:~:text=Les%20entreprises%20disposent%20alors%20de%2030jours%20suivant%20tout%20changement%20pour%20produire%20une
https://oaciq.com/media/ibgmfug0/instructions-tenue-dossiers-registres.pdf#:~:text=l%E2%80%99utilisation%20de%20classeurs%20m%C3%A9talliques%20%C3%A0%20serrure%20devrait%20%C3%AAtre%20la%20norme
https://montreal.ca/demarches/obtenir-un-permis-doccupation-pour-activite-commerciale-industrielle-ou-professionnelle#:~:text=ou%20utiliser%20une%20partie%20de%20votre%20logement%20%C3%A0%20des%20fins%20professionnelles
https://www.revenuquebec.ca/fr/citoyens/declaration-de-revenus/produire-votre-declaration-de-revenus/travailleurs-autonomes-preparez-votre-declaration/travailleurs-autonomes-determinez-votre-revenu-net/#:~:text=cette%20partie%20de%20votre%20domicile%20constitue%20votre%20principal%20lieu%20d%27affaires%3B
https://educaloi.qc.ca/capsules/les-obligations-du-locataire/#:~:text=En%20principe%2C%20si%20le%20bail%20est%20seulement%20r%C3%A9sidentiel%2C%20il%20vous%20est%20interdit%20de%20transformer%20votre%20logement%20en%20local%20commercial.
https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-consommation-matiere-financiere/services/assurance/habitation.html#:~:text=Si%20vous%20avez%20une%20entreprise%20%C3%A0%20domicile%2C%20vous%20devez%20en%20aviser%20votre%20assureur.
https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-consommation-matiere-financiere/services/assurance/habitation.html#:~:text=Si%20vous%20avez%20une%20entreprise%20%C3%A0%20domicile%2C%20vous%20devez%20en%20aviser%20votre%20assureur.
https://www.rezomont.com/reservation-espaces-travail-montreal#:~:text=Serrures%20%C3%A0%20code%20sur%20tous%20les%20bureaux%20et%20salles%20de%20r%C3%A9union
https://www.montrealcowork.com/bureaux-prives#:~:text=Acc%C3%A8s%2024%2F7%20par%20badge%20pour%20toute%20l%27%C3%A9quipe
https://www.montrealcowork.com/bureaux-prives#:~:text=Adresse%20commerciale%20et%20r%C3%A9ception%20du%20courrier
https://www.montrealcowork.com/bureaux-prives#:~:text=Adresse%20commerciale%20et%20r%C3%A9ception%20du%20courrier
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/l/office-space/montreal--QC#:~:text=Bureaux%20pour%201%20personnes%20%C3%A0%20partir%20de%20C%24560%2Fmois
https://www.montrealcowork.com/bureaux-prives#:~:text=d%C3%A8s595%20%24%2F%20poste%20%2F%20mois%20%2B%20taxes
https://www.montrealcowork.com/bureaux-prives#:~:text=d%C3%A8s595%20%24%2F%20poste%20%2F%20mois%20%2B%20taxes
https://www.montrealcowork.com/coworking#:~:text=Votre%20poste%2C%20votre%20%C3%A9cran%2C%20votre%20rangement.
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/buildings/place-ville-marie--montreal--QC#:~:text=%C3%80%20partir%20de%20C%24479%2FmoisC%24408%2Fmois%20pour%20un%20forfait%20de%2012%20mois
https://www.spacesworks.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/coworking#:~:text=Prices%20from%24%208Per%20person%20per%20day
https://www.spacesworks.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/coworking#:~:text=Prices%20from%24%208Per%20person%20per%20day


Option Actual location and files Client meetings Mail and
address

Published costs Question to
ask

Address
alone

No actual workplace: files are
elsewhere (at home or another
location)

Rooms by the
hour, for
example from
$35 per hour
(www.spaceswor
ks.com)

Address and
mail handling;
parcels
sometimes
refused
(www.domicilia
tion-
montreal.com)

$75 per month
(www.domiciliation-
montreal.com); from
CA$169 per month
(www.wework.com);
from US$70 per month
(www.davincivirtual.co
m)

Where are the
files, and is an
address alone
accepted as an
establishment?

2727
Coworking
(publisher)

Desks, private offices and
meeting rooms in Montréal

Meeting rooms
offered by the
operator

Virtual offices
and business
addresses
available

Rates not cited here:
obtain a written quote

No OACIQ
compliance is
presumed: the
same questions
apply as for any
other option

The audit reveals an asymmetry. Only the “home” option is expressly covered by the OACIQ’s response, which
accepts a residence as an establishment address (www.oaciq.com). The other three options rest on an
inference: they would constitute an establishment if the broker actually worked there and kept their files there,
but the pages consulted do not confirm this. The operators themselves say as much in their own ways: one
refers members to local laws (www.wework.com), another states that “certaines industries” face restrictions
(www.davincivirtual.com), and a third warns that registering a business at a virtual address is not permitted in
some regions (www.regus.com).

Home

Home is the option the OACIQ names. The constraints come from elsewhere. Montréal requires an occupancy
permit to use part of a dwelling for professional purposes (montreal.ca), tied to both the location and the
operator (montreal.ca); in the section for one borough, that part of the dwelling must have a separate exterior
entrance (montreal.ca), and a tenant must provide the owner’s authorization (montreal.ca). A residential lease
generally prohibits converting a dwelling into commercial premises, unless the owner consents and zoning
permits it (educaloi.qc.ca). For insurance, the insurer must be notified of a home-based business
(www.canada.ca), or the policy may be cancelled (www.canada.ca), and coverage for business property may
be limited to $2,000 (infoassurance.ca).

Private Office and Coworking

A private office gives the broker a lockable space and continuous access, which should make file storage
easier, subject to OACIQ confirmation. In coworking, the issue is exclusivity: a shared or flexible desk leaves
files in a common area, whereas the OACIQ expects records and files to be at the establishment. Depending
on the offering, the operator may include a street address (crewcollectivecafe.com) or dedicated storage
(www.montrealcowork.com); these details need to be obtained in writing.
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https://www.spacesworks.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/coworking#:~:text=Prices%20from%24%2035Per%20hour
https://www.spacesworks.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/coworking#:~:text=Prices%20from%24%2035Per%20hour
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/foire-aux-questions/#:~:text=In%20general%2C%20we%20do%20not%20accept%20parcels.
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/foire-aux-questions/#:~:text=In%20general%2C%20we%20do%20not%20accept%20parcels.
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/foire-aux-questions/#:~:text=In%20general%2C%20we%20do%20not%20accept%20parcels.
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/cgv/#:~:text=Essentielle%20%3A%2075%20%24%2Fmois%20ou%20675%20%24%2Fan%20%283%20mois%20offerts%29
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/cgv/#:~:text=Essentielle%20%3A%2075%20%24%2Fmois%20ou%20675%20%24%2Fan%20%283%20mois%20offerts%29
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/buildings/place-ville-marie--montreal--QC#:~:text=%C3%80%20partir%20de%20C%24169%2FmoisC%24144%2Fmois%20pour%20un%20forfait%20de%2024%20mois
https://www.davincivirtual.com/loc/ca/quebec/montreal-virtual-offices/facility-6223#:~:text=Promo%3A%20%2470%2Fmo%20USD
https://www.davincivirtual.com/loc/ca/quebec/montreal-virtual-offices/facility-6223#:~:text=Promo%3A%20%2470%2Fmo%20USD
https://www.oaciq.com/fr/titulaires-de-permis/permis/certification-courtiers/
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/solutions/wework-business-address#:~:text=selon%20les%20r%C3%A9glementations%20locales%20et%20les%20conditions%20g%C3%A9n%C3%A9rales%20contenues%20dans%20l%27entente%20d%27adh%C3%A9sion
https://www.davincivirtual.com/faq#:~:text=Some%20industries%20are%20limited%2C%20but%20the%20majority%20of%20our%20clients%20get%20their%20licensing%20approved
https://www.regus.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/virtual-offices#:~:text=In%20some%20regions%2C%20registering%20a%20company%20under%20a%20virtual%20office%20address%20is%20not%20allowed.
https://montreal.ca/demarches/obtenir-un-permis-doccupation-pour-activite-commerciale-industrielle-ou-professionnelle#:~:text=ou%20utiliser%20une%20partie%20de%20votre%20logement%20%C3%A0%20des%20fins%20professionnelles
https://montreal.ca/demarches/obtenir-un-permis-doccupation-pour-activite-commerciale-industrielle-ou-professionnelle#:~:text=Le%20permis%20d%C3%A9livr%C3%A9%20est%20rattach%C3%A9%20%C3%A0%20la%20fois%20%C3%A0%20l%E2%80%99%C3%A9tablissement%20occup%C3%A9%20et%20%C3%A0%20son%20exploitant.
https://montreal.ca/demarches/obtenir-un-permis-doccupation-pour-activite-commerciale-industrielle-ou-professionnelle#:~:text=Cette%20section%20de%20votre%20logement%20doit%20disposer%20d%E2%80%99une%20entr%C3%A9e%20ext%C3%A9rieure%20distincte.
https://montreal.ca/demarches/obtenir-un-permis-doccupation-pour-activite-commerciale-industrielle-ou-professionnelle#:~:text=Autorisation%20du%20propri%C3%A9taire%20du%20local%20si%20vous%20n%E2%80%99%C3%AAtes%20pas%20propri%C3%A9taire
https://educaloi.qc.ca/capsules/les-obligations-du-locataire/#:~:text=En%20principe%2C%20si%20le%20bail%20est%20seulement%20r%C3%A9sidentiel%2C%20il%20vous%20est%20interdit%20de%20transformer%20votre%20logement%20en%20local%20commercial.
https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-consommation-matiere-financiere/services/assurance/habitation.html#:~:text=Si%20vous%20avez%20une%20entreprise%20%C3%A0%20domicile%2C%20vous%20devez%20en%20aviser%20votre%20assureur.
https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-consommation-matiere-financiere/services/assurance/habitation.html#:~:text=Le%20fait%20d%E2%80%99utiliser%20votre%20maison%20%C3%A0%20des%20fins%20que%20votre%20assureur%20ne%20conna%C3%AEt%20pas%20peut%20annuler%20votre%20police.
https://infoassurance.ca/en/understanding-business-insurance/insure-your-business/self-employed-businesses/#:~:text=The%20coverage%20limit%20is%20%242%2C000%20if%20the%20property%20is%20damaged%2C%20destroyed%20or%20stolen%20following%20a%20loss.
https://crewcollectivecafe.com/en/collective/memberships/#:~:text=Take%20advantage%20of%20our%20street%20address%20as%20well%20as%20our%20mailing%2C%20printing%2C%20scanning
https://www.montrealcowork.com/coworking#:~:text=Votre%20poste%2C%20votre%20%C3%A9cran%2C%20votre%20rangement.


Address Alone

A business address service provides an address and mail handling, not a workplace. Operators also describe
their limitations: monthly fees for mail forwarding (www.wework.com), and a minimum six-month commitment
at one operator (www.davincivirtual.com). One operator claims its address meets the legal requirements for
registration (www.domiciliation-montreal.com), but that statement does not mention real estate brokerage. For
a broker, an address alone raises the central question of this article: where are the files actually kept, and is
that location itself the establishment?

Documents and Details to Require from the Operator Before Signing

Whichever option is chosen, the following list turns the audit into a written request:

Nature of the occupancy right. Lease, service agreement or licence to use the space, term and
termination notice.
Exclusive or shared use. Reserved or flexible desk, and access outside opening hours.
File storage. Lockable filing cabinet or cupboard, with control over keys or codes.
Address and mail. Street address (not a post office box), mail handling, forwarding fees and possible
refusal of parcels.
Meeting rooms. Included hours or hourly rate, and reservations for clients.
Disclosure of the regulated use. Written response on using the address for a real estate brokerage
licence.
Full costs. Price, taxes, currency, commitment discounts and membership fees.
Notice of change. Time required to leave the space and to notify the OACIQ, the REQ and clients.

Meetings, Documents, Advertising and Mail: Operational Questions

Meeting Clients

None of the OACIQ pages consulted sets a rule on where client meetings take place; this is therefore a
question to ask rather than a conclusion to draw. Meeting room options are published: rooms by the hour
starting at $35 per hour from one operator (currency to be confirmed with that operator)
(www.spacesworks.com), rooms by appointment for clients of businesses using another operator’s address
service (www.domiciliation-montreal.com), and spaces available by the hour, half-day or day without a
commitment from a third (www.rezomont.com).

Keeping Files and Protecting Personal Information

Records and files are retained for at least six years after their final closure (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). The
FARCIQ also reiterates the six-year retention period in its prevention guide (farciq.com). The OACIQ
recommends locking metal filing cabinets for paper files. The Act respecting the protection of personal
information in the private sector requires businesses to take reasonable security measures
(www.cai.gouv.qc.ca); the Commission d’accès à l’information cites restricting access to premises or filing
cabinets as a physical measure (www.cai.gouv.qc.ca). A business that entrusts information to a third party (a
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https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/buildings/place-ville-marie--montreal--QC#:~:text=L%E2%80%99option%20de%20r%C3%A9acheminement%20du%20courrier%20est%20soumise%20%C3%A0%20des%20frais%20mensuels%20suppl%C3%A9mentaires
https://www.davincivirtual.com/faq#:~:text=Location%20solutions%20require%20a%206%20month%20commitment.
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/foire-aux-questions/#:~:text=is%20fully%20compliant%20with%20Canadian%20law.%20It%20meets%20the%20legal%20requirements%20for%20registering
https://www.spacesworks.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/coworking#:~:text=Prices%20from%24%2035Per%20hour
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/foire-aux-questions/#:~:text=Yes%2C%20we%20have%20professional%20meeting%20rooms%20available%20to%20welcome%20your%20customers%20by%20appointment.
https://www.rezomont.com/reservation-espaces-travail-montreal#:~:text=Disponibles%20%C3%A0%20l%E2%80%99heure%2C%20%C3%A0%20la%20demi%2Djourn%C3%A9e%20ou%20%C3%A0%20la%20journ%C3%A9e%2C%20sans%20engagement
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=conserver%20les%20registres%20et%20les%20dossiers%20pendant%20au%20moins%206%20ans%20suivant%20leur%20fermeture%20d%C3%A9finitive
https://farciq.com/media/2xyc4wvm/guide-prevention.pdf#:~:text=Vous%20devez%20conserver%20vos%20dossiers%20au%20moins%20six%20%286%29%20ans
https://www.cai.gouv.qc.ca/uploads/pdfs/CAI_GU_ENTR_Prevention_incidents.pdf#:~:text=Cette%20obligation%20est%20pr%C3%A9vue%20%C3%A0%20l%E2%80%99article%2010%20de%20la%20Loi%20sur%20la%20protection
https://www.cai.gouv.qc.ca/protection-renseignements-personnels/information-entreprises-privees/incidents-confidentialite-mesures-securite-entreprises#:~:text=Restreindre%20l%E2%80%99acc%C3%A8s%20aux%20locaux%20ou%20aux%20classeurs%20o%C3%B9%20sont%20conserv%C3%A9s%20des%20documents%20papier


coworking operator or a cloud service) remains responsible for its obligations (www.cai.gouv.qc.ca), and the
person responsible for protecting personal information by default is the person with the highest authority,
namely the broker themselves (www.cai.gouv.qc.ca).

Advertising and Displayed Contact Details

A broker’s advertising must include the name they use, as it appears on their licence
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca). The agency’s name is required only when the broker acts for an agency
(www.oaciq.com). The OACIQ’s 2022 advertising guide states that the address and telephone number are not
mandatory, but that the organization suggests including them (espacecourtiers.oaciq.com); the current version
of this guide needs to be checked. In Québec, public signage and commercial advertising must be in French
(www.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca), and a business website must be accessible in French (www.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca).

Trust Accounts and Other Practice Obligations

The trust account must be opened in Québec with an institution that has an agreement with the OACIQ
(oaciq.com). Cash receipts must bear the establishment’s address and the licence number
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca), again linking the declared address to day-to-day operations. There is also an
annual requirement to submit documents before March 31 (www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).

Taxes and Deductions

These matters fall outside the OACIQ’s remit but affect the comparison. A small supplier does not have to
register for GST/HST and QST or collect those taxes (www.revenuquebec.ca). Deducting home office
expenses requires the space to be the principal place of business, or to be used exclusively for the business
and for meeting clients regularly (www.revenuquebec.ca); the Canada Revenue Agency takes a similar
approach (www.canada.ca) and requires a reasonable allocation, for example based on floor area
(www.canada.ca).

Analysis of the Data and Evidence

Who Acts on Their Own Account

As of December 31, 2025, the OACIQ counted 16,849 broker’s licence holders, including 563 acting on their
own account, or about 3.3% (563 / 16,849). Independent practice is therefore a minority: about one broker in
thirty. The annual report consulted does not break this figure down for Montréal.

The Context for Working from Home

In the Montréal metropolitan area, about one worker in four worked from home at the time of the 2021 census
(25.8% according to Statistics Canada, out of 2.1 million workers) (www150.statcan.gc.ca), a proportion that
had almost quadrupled compared with 2016 (www150.statcan.gc.ca). The Institut de la statistique du Québec
puts remote work at around 45% in Montréal and Outaouais in 2022 (statistique.quebec.ca), and 75% in
finance, insurance and real estate (statistique.quebec.ca). These figures show that the “home” option is
commonplace in the sector, without implying that it suits every broker.
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https://www.cai.gouv.qc.ca/protection-renseignements-personnels/information-entreprises-privees/incidents-confidentialite-mesures-securite-entreprises#:~:text=Elles%20demeurent%20malgr%C3%A9%20tout%20responsables%20de%20l%E2%80%99ensemble%20des%20leurs%20obligations
https://www.cai.gouv.qc.ca/protection-renseignements-personnels/information-entreprises-privees/responsable-protection-renseignements-personnels-entreprise#:~:text=est%20par%20d%C3%A9faut%20responsable%20de%20la%20protection%20des%20renseignements%20personnels
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%201#:~:text=le%20nom%20qu%E2%80%99il%20utilise%2C%20tel%20qu%E2%80%99il%20est%20indiqu%C3%A9%20sur%20son%20permis
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/guidelines/guideline-representation-solicitation-promotion-and-advertising/representation/#:~:text=The%20name%20of%20the%20real%20estate%20agency%2C%20when%20acting%20for%20a%20real%20estate%20agency
https://espacecourtiers.oaciq.com/uploads/ckeditor/attachments/911/guide-publicite-oaciq.pdf?from_legacy_domain=1#:~:text=pas%20obligatoires%2C%20nous%20sugg%C3%A9rons%20de%20les%20indiquer.
https://www.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca/francisation/entreprises/affichage-marques-noms.html#:~:text=L%E2%80%99affichage%20public%20et%20la%20publicit%C3%A9%20commerciale%20doivent%20se%20faire%20en%20fran%C3%A7ais.
https://www.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca/francisation/entreprises/memo-assistant-francisation/publications/fiche-medias-sociaux-sites-web-doc-publicitaires.pdf#:~:text=son%20site%20Web%20doit%20%C3%AAtre%20accessible%20en%20fran%C3%A7ais.
https://oaciq.com/media/lf3jcf4y/note-compte-fideicommis.pdf#:~:text=Au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20et%20dans%20une%20institution%20financi%C3%A8re%20avec%20laquelle%20l%E2%80%99OACIQ%20a%20n%C3%A9goci%C3%A9%20une%20entente.
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=l%E2%80%99adresse%20de%20son%20%C3%A9tablissement%20et%20le%20num%C3%A9ro%20de%20son%20permis
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%204#:~:text=Chaque%20ann%C3%A9e%2C%20avant%20le%2031%20mars%2C%20et%20chaque%20fois%20que%20l%E2%80%99Organisme%20lui%20en%20fait
https://www.revenuquebec.ca/fr/entreprises/taxes/tpstvh-et-tvq/inscription-aux-fichiers-de-la-tps-et-de-la-tvq/petit-fournisseur/#:~:text=Si%20vous%20%C3%AAtes%20un%20petit%20fournisseur%2C%20vous%20n%27avez%20pas%20%C3%A0%20vous%20inscrire%20aux%20fichiers%20de%20la%20TPS%2FTVH%20et%20de%20la%20TVQ%20ni%20%C3%A0%20percevoir%20ces%20taxes.
https://www.revenuquebec.ca/fr/citoyens/declaration-de-revenus/produire-votre-declaration-de-revenus/travailleurs-autonomes-preparez-votre-declaration/travailleurs-autonomes-determinez-votre-revenu-net/#:~:text=cette%20partie%20de%20votre%20domicile%20constitue%20votre%20principal%20lieu%20d%27affaires%3B
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed-income/business-income-tax-reporting/business-expenses/running-a-business-your-home.html#:~:text=You%20can%20deduct%20expenses%20for%20the%20business%20use%20of%20a%20work%20space%20in%20your%20home
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed-income/business-income-tax-reporting/business-expenses/running-a-business-your-home.html#:~:text=use%20a%20reasonable%20basis%2C%20such%20as%20the%20area%20of%20the%20work%20space%20divided%20by%20the%20total%20area
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-657-x/89-657-x2024006-fra.htm#:~:text=Parmi%20les%202%2C1%20millions%20de%20travailleurs%20de%20la
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-657-x/89-657-x2024006-fra.htm#:~:text=domicile%20a%20presque%20quadrupl%C3%A9%20par%20rapport%20%C3%A0%202016.
https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/communique/portrait-teletravail-quebec#:~:text=On%20note%20des%20taux%20de%20t%C3%A9l%C3%A9travail%20de%20l%E2%80%99ordre%20de%2045%20%25%20dans%20les%20r%C3%A9gions%20de%20l%E2%80%99Outaouais%20et%20de%20Montr%C3%A9al
https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/communique/portrait-teletravail-quebec#:~:text=les%20personnes%20occupant%20un%20emploi%20dans%20la%20finance%2C%20les%20assurances%2C%20l%E2%80%99immobilier%20%2875%20%25%29


Regulatory Costs Stay the Same Across Options

Whatever the workspace option, the regulatory costs of practice are the same: $105 for the licence
modification and a $470 FARCIQ premium for a full year in May 2026, before the tax on premiums. The
FARCIQ insures all agencies and brokers holding an OACIQ licence (farciq.com). A FARCIQ guide mentions a
$2,500 deductible in the context of small claims (farciq.com). The difference between the options therefore lies
in the space.

Operators’ Published Prices

Table 3 brings together prices published as of November 2, 2026. These are the operators’ prices for their own
offerings, with no validity date on most pages; they serve as rough benchmarks rather than quotes.

Operator and plan Published price Conditions noted Consideration for a broker

WeWork, private
office (1 person)

From CA$560 per month (www.wework.com) Prices based on a 12-
month commitment
(www.wework.com)

Lockable actual workplace

WeWork, general
access

From CA$479 per month, or CA$408 with a 12-
month commitment (www.wework.com)

“Starting at” prices Non-exclusive desk to be
clarified

WeWork, business
address

From CA$169 per month (CA$144 with a 24-month
commitment) (www.wework.com); the product page
advertises $129 (www.wework.com)

Difference between
two pages; mail
forwarding costs extra

Address alone

Domiciliation
Montréal,
Essentielle

$75 per month or $675 per year
(www.domiciliation-montreal.com)

Terms dated May 1,
2025

Address alone; parcels
generally refused
(www.domiciliation-
montreal.com)

Domiciliation
Montréal, Solo

$40 per month or $400 per year
(www.domiciliation-montreal.com)

Occasional mail only Address alone

Davinci Virtual, Mile
End

US$70 per month (promotion)
(www.davincivirtual.com)

Six-month commitment
(www.davincivirtual.co
m)

Price in US dollars

Montréal CoWork,
private office

From $595 per desk per month, plus tax
(www.montrealcowork.com)

One to two desks Business address and mail
included
(www.montrealcowork.com)

Spaces, dedicated
desk

From $8 per person per day (currency to be
confirmed with the operator)
(www.spacesworks.com)

Daily price Equivalent monthly rate
depends on the number of
days

Regus, virtual office From $3 per day (currency to be confirmed with the
operator) (www.regus.com)

Depends on location
and service level

Warning about registration
(www.regus.com)

2727 Coworking
(publisher)

Rates not cited here Obtain a written quote No OACIQ compliance
presumed
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https://farciq.com/fr/mission-services-et-historique/#:~:text=pour%20toutes%20les%20agences%20et%20tous%20les%20courtiers%20immobiliers%20titulaires%20d%E2%80%99un%20permis%20de%20l%E2%80%99OACIQ
https://farciq.com/media/n5im4lze/guide-des-petites-creances.pdf#:~:text=rappelez%2Dvous%20que%20vous%20avez%20une%20franchise%20de%202%20500%20%24
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/l/office-space/montreal--QC#:~:text=Bureaux%20pour%201%20personnes%20%C3%A0%20partir%20de%20C%24560%2Fmois
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/l/office-space/montreal--QC#:~:text=Les%20tarifs%20se%20basent%20sur%20un%20engagement%20de%2012%20mois
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/buildings/place-ville-marie--montreal--QC#:~:text=%C3%80%20partir%20de%20C%24479%2FmoisC%24408%2Fmois%20pour%20un%20forfait%20de%2012%20mois
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/buildings/place-ville-marie--montreal--QC#:~:text=%C3%80%20partir%20de%20C%24169%2FmoisC%24144%2Fmois%20pour%20un%20forfait%20de%2024%20mois
https://www.wework.com/fr-CA/solutions/wework-business-address#:~:text=Inscrivez%2Dvous%20%C3%A0%20l%27Adresse%20professionnelle%20WeWork%20pour%20129%20%24%20par%20mois
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/cgv/#:~:text=Essentielle%20%3A%2075%20%24%2Fmois%20ou%20675%20%24%2Fan%20%283%20mois%20offerts%29
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/foire-aux-questions/#:~:text=In%20general%2C%20we%20do%20not%20accept%20parcels.
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/foire-aux-questions/#:~:text=In%20general%2C%20we%20do%20not%20accept%20parcels.
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/cgv/#:~:text=Solo%20%3A%2040%20%24%2Fmois%20ou%20400%20%24%2Fan
https://www.davincivirtual.com/loc/ca/quebec/montreal-virtual-offices/facility-6223#:~:text=Promo%3A%20%2470%2Fmo%20USD
https://www.davincivirtual.com/faq#:~:text=Location%20solutions%20require%20a%206%20month%20commitment.
https://www.davincivirtual.com/faq#:~:text=Location%20solutions%20require%20a%206%20month%20commitment.
https://www.montrealcowork.com/bureaux-prives#:~:text=d%C3%A8s595%20%24%2F%20poste%20%2F%20mois%20%2B%20taxes
https://www.montrealcowork.com/bureaux-prives#:~:text=Adresse%20commerciale%20et%20r%C3%A9ception%20du%20courrier
https://www.spacesworks.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/coworking#:~:text=Prices%20from%24%208Per%20person%20per%20day
https://www.regus.com/fr-ca/canada/montreal/downtown-montreal/virtual-offices#:~:text=avec%20des%20prix%20allant%20de%20%24%203%20par%20jour.
https://www.regus.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/virtual-offices#:~:text=In%20some%20regions%2C%20registering%20a%20company%20under%20a%20virtual%20office%20address%20is%20not%20allowed.


The table suggests three takeaways. First, address-only plans have a much lower starting price than a private
office, but they do not provide a workplace. Second, prices are not always comparable: different currencies
(Canadian or US dollars), different commitments, and taxes included or extra. Finally, the same operator may
display two prices depending on the page, as with WeWork’s business address, making a written quote
essential.

(Hypothetical example) A broker compares annual space costs alone, excluding taxes. At $75 per month, the
business address service costs $900 per year, or $675 at the annual rate (www.domiciliation-montreal.com).
WeWork’s business address at CA$169 per month comes to CA$2,028 per year, general access at CA$479
comes to CA$5,748, and a private office at CA$560 comes to CA$6,720. A desk at $8 per day, used 21 days
per month, would come to $2,016 per year (www.spacesworks.com). These calculations are arithmetic
illustrations based on “starting at” prices: they represent a floor rather than a typical cost, and they are not
quotes. The prices are those consulted on November 2, 2026, before tax, and are subject to change.

Moving Sequence and Evidence of Change Notification
The order of steps matters, because some effects begin only when the change is entered in the register. Here
is a working sequence based on the OACIQ pages, the Act and the regulations consulted.

Validate the location before paying. Write to the OACIQ through the Info OACIQ information centre
(www.oaciq.com), describing the proposed space and requesting a written response.
Avoid making changes during a transaction. The OACIQ advises avoiding changes of status during
a transaction because of their effects on ongoing brokerage contracts (www.oaciq.com)
Agree on departure terms with the agency. An agreement with the current agency’s executive officer
can settle the terms of departure (www.oaciq.com).
Submit the modification application. Enter the establishment’s address, include the $105 fee and
keep the acknowledgement of submission.
Wait for entry in the register. When an effective date is specified in the application, the change takes
effect when it is displayed in the Register of licence holders (www.oaciq.com).
Notify clients in writing. Clients under a brokerage contract must be notified immediately and in writing
(www.oaciq.com); the notice specifies their right to deal with the broker acting on their own account
(www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca).
Transfer copies of files. When a client follows the broker, a copy of the file is sent to the broker acting
on their own account (www.oaciq.com).
Open the trust account. Within 10 days of the modification or issuance of the licence to act on one’s
own account (www.oaciq.com).
Update advertising and the website. Licence modifications may require advertising changes.
Update the REQ, if applicable. Changes must be declared within 30 days (www.quebec.ca).
Notify the home or tenant insurer. Business use unknown to the insurer may invalidate the policy
(www.canada.ca).
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https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/cgv/#:~:text=Essentielle%20%3A%2075%20%24%2Fmois%20ou%20675%20%24%2Fan%20%283%20mois%20offerts%29
https://www.spacesworks.com/en/ca/quebec/montreal/coworking#:~:text=Prices%20from%24%208Per%20person%20per%20day
https://www.oaciq.com/en/contact/#:~:text=Contact%20the%20Info%20OACIQ%20information%20centre%20for%20any%20question%20related%20to%20real%20estate%20brokerage.
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/guidelines/guideline-licence-issue-and-maintenance/brokers-method-of-practice/#:~:text=It%20is%20advisable%20to%20avoid%20these%20changes%20during%20a%20transaction%20due%20to%20their%20impacts%20on%20brokerage%20contracts%20in%20progress.
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/changing-agencies-successfully/#:~:text=Additionally%2C%20an%20agreement%20can%20be%20reached%20with%20the%20current%20agency%20executive%20officer%20regarding%20the%20terms%20of%20the%20real%20estate%20broker%27s%20departure.
https://www.oaciq.com/fr/titulaires-de-permis/permis/certification-courtiers/
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/guidelines/guideline-licence-issue-and-maintenance/brokers-method-of-practice/#:~:text=Clients%20under%20a%20brokerage%20contract%20must%20be%20notified%20immediately%20and%20in%20writing.
https://www.legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/document/rc/C-73.2,%20r.%201#:~:text=doit%20en%20aviser%20sans%20d%C3%A9lai%20et%20par%20%C3%A9crit%20les%20parties%20que%20le%20courtier%20repr%C3%A9sente
https://www.oaciq.com/en/broker/guidelines/guideline-licence-issue-and-maintenance/ceasing-of-activities-by-a-broker-acting-on-behalf-on-a-real-estate-agency/#:~:text=A%20copy%20of%20the%20record%20must%20be%20forwarded%20to%20the%20new%20real%20estate%20agency%20or%20to%20the%20real%20estate%20broker%20acting%20on%20his%20own%20account
https://www.oaciq.com/fr/titulaires-de-permis/permis/certification-courtiers/
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/immatriculation-entreprise/obligations#:~:text=Les%20entreprises%20disposent%20alors%20de%2030jours%20suivant%20tout%20changement%20pour%20produire%20une
https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-consommation-matiere-financiere/services/assurance/habitation.html#:~:text=Le%20fait%20d%E2%80%99utiliser%20votre%20maison%20%C3%A0%20des%20fins%20que%20votre%20assureur%20ne%20conna%C3%AEt%20pas%20peut%20annuler%20votre%20police.


As evidence of notification, keep: the submitted modification application, the OACIQ confirmation, a
screenshot of the register entry after the update, written notices to clients, written confirmation from the
workspace operator and the insurer’s response.

Questions to Ask Before Committing
For the OACIQ (Info OACIQ or Certification Department)

Is the proposed location (home, private office, coworking desk, address alone) recognized as the
establishment of a broker acting on their own account? Ask for a written response.
Which address will be displayed in the public register, and when? The register shows the broker’s own
contact details when they act on their own account.
What documents and time limits apply to a later address change?
Where must records and files be kept when a shared space is involved?

For the Agency Being Left

What are the terms for departure, file transfers and client notification?
Who notifies sellers under an ongoing brokerage contract?

For the Insurer (FARCIQ and Home or Tenant Insurance)

Does FARCIQ coverage depend on the place of practice? Detailed coverage is not public on the pages
consulted; it could not be verified.
Does the home insurer cover client visits and business equipment (www.canada.ca) (infoassurance.ca)?

For the Workspace Operator

Can the address be used for a real estate brokerage licence? Obtain the response in writing, because
public statements concern general business registration (www.domiciliation-montreal.com)
(www.montrealcowork.com).
Lockable file storage, after-hours access, minimum commitment, mail fees, and meeting rooms included
or extra.

For a Legal Adviser or the Borough

Occupancy permit, zoning, lease and separate entrance, depending on the borough (montreal.ca).

Frequently Asked Questions
Can a real estate broker acting on their own account use their home as their establishment address?
Yes, according to the OACIQ, which asks for the establishment’s address to be entered “même s’il s’agit de
votre résidence”. Municipal, lease and insurance restrictions still need to be checked.

Does the OACIQ establishment address have to be a home or an office? The pages consulted require
neither one nor the other; they require an establishment in Québec where records and files are kept.
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https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-consommation-matiere-financiere/services/assurance/habitation.html#:~:text=Si%20vous%20avez%20une%20entreprise%20%C3%A0%20domicile%2C%20vous%20devez%20en%20aviser%20votre%20assureur.
https://infoassurance.ca/en/understanding-business-insurance/insure-your-business/self-employed-businesses/#:~:text=Your%20home%20insurance%20policy%20covers%20your%20personal%20activities.%20It%20does%20not%20cover%20your%20professional%20activities
https://www.domiciliation-montreal.com/en/foire-aux-questions/#:~:text=is%20fully%20compliant%20with%20Canadian%20law.%20It%20meets%20the%20legal%20requirements%20for%20registering
https://www.montrealcowork.com/virtual-office#:~:text=Une%20adresse%20reconnue%20par%20vos%20clients%2C%20partenaires%20et%20la%20Ville%20de%20Montr%C3%A9al.
https://montreal.ca/demarches/obtenir-un-permis-doccupation-pour-activite-commerciale-industrielle-ou-professionnelle#:~:text=Assurez%2Dvous%20qu%E2%80%99il%20est%20possible%20d%E2%80%99exercer%20l%E2%80%99activit%C3%A9%20que%20vous%20souhaitez%20pratiquer


Can a broker work from home? The question has four parts: the OACIQ accepts a home as an address; the
City may require an occupancy permit (montreal.ca); the lease may prohibit it without consent (educaloi.qc.ca);
the insurer must be informed (www.canada.ca).

How does a broker acting on their own account change their establishment address? By email to the
Certification Department, with processing times of up to 10 business days (www.oaciq.com).

Is a virtual office or business address service sufficient? No source consulted confirms this. The answer
depends on the OACIQ, because an address alone provides neither a workplace nor a place to keep files.

Are the REQ address and the OACIQ address the same thing? No: the REQ refers to the principal place of
work or business (www.quebec.ca), excluding post office boxes (www.quebec.ca).

Can a broker acting on their own account operate through a business corporation? No, according to the
OACIQ. This is therefore a separate issue from choosing a workspace.

Are business address service and coworking prices fixed? No; they vary by commitment, currency and
the page consulted, as table 3 shows.

Implications and Outlook
Three implications emerge. The first concerns timing: the administrative fee schedule ends on December 31,
2026, so a move planned for 2027 requires checking the amounts again. The second concerns evidence: the
OACIQ states that a change is valid only once entered in the register, making a screenshot of the public entry
a useful document.

The third is regulatory. The 2026 text that amended sections 6 and 15 concerns only non-resident brokers
(www.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca), but it illustrates that the section on establishments may evolve;
consulting the current version on LégisQuébec before committing to a lease is prudent. In addition, the
popularity of working from home in the sector (75% remote work in finance, insurance and real estate in 2022)
(statistique.quebec.ca) remains general context that says nothing about how the OACIQ interprets the concept
of an establishment.

For a workspace operator, the lesson is to describe precisely what the address does and does not offer,
without promising regulatory acceptance. The publisher applies this principle to its own offering. The Québec
Professional Association of Real Estate Brokers (QPAREB), which represents more than 92% of active brokers
(apciq.ca), is another channel for practical questions, but none of its pages consulted addressed acting on
one’s own account.

Conclusion
A Montréal broker preparing to act on their own account should keep one simple rule in mind: the
establishment is the place where they actually work and where their files are kept, and its address is declared
to the OACIQ and then made public in the register. A home is expressly accepted by the OACIQ; the other
three options require written confirmation. Regulatory costs are the same across options; the space makes the
difference.
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https://montreal.ca/demarches/obtenir-un-permis-doccupation-pour-activite-commerciale-industrielle-ou-professionnelle#:~:text=ou%20utiliser%20une%20partie%20de%20votre%20logement%20%C3%A0%20des%20fins%20professionnelles
https://educaloi.qc.ca/capsules/les-obligations-du-locataire/#:~:text=En%20principe%2C%20si%20le%20bail%20est%20seulement%20r%C3%A9sidentiel%2C%20il%20vous%20est%20interdit%20de%20transformer%20votre%20logement%20en%20local%20commercial.
https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-consommation-matiere-financiere/services/assurance/habitation.html#:~:text=Si%20vous%20avez%20une%20entreprise%20%C3%A0%20domicile%2C%20vous%20devez%20en%20aviser%20votre%20assureur.
https://www.oaciq.com/fr/titulaires-de-permis/permis/certification-courtiers/
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/nouvelles-obligations-transparence/adresse-professionnelle#:~:text=correspond%20%C3%A0%20son%20principal%20lieu%20de%20travail%20ou%20d%E2%80%99affaires
https://www.quebec.ca/entreprises-et-travailleurs-autonomes/demarrer-entreprise/immatriculer-constituer-entreprise/nouvelles-obligations-transparence/adresse-professionnelle#:~:text=une%20case%20postale%20ne%20peut%20tenir%20lieu%20d%E2%80%99adresse%20professionnelle
https://www.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Fichiers_client/lois_et_reglements/LoisAnnuelles/fr/2026/2026C12F.PDF#:~:text=courtier%20qui%20ne%20r%C3%A9side%20pas%20au%20Qu%C3%A9bec%20et%20qui%20n%E2%80%99agit
https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/communique/portrait-teletravail-quebec#:~:text=les%20personnes%20occupant%20un%20emploi%20dans%20la%20finance%2C%20les%20assurances%2C%20l%E2%80%99immobilier%20%2875%20%25%29
https://apciq.ca/en/about/the-association/#:~:text=The%20Association%20brings%20together%20more%20than%2092%20per%20cent%20of%20professional%20real%20estate%20brokers


The recommended sequence is therefore: validate the location, agree on departure terms, submit the
application, wait for the register, notify clients, open the trust account, update advertising, and keep the
supporting evidence. No address or workspace arrangement, including the publisher’s, is presumed to satisfy
the OACIQ: the organization’s written response takes precedence over any commercial statement.
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THE PUBLISHER

About 2727 Coworking
2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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