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Executive Summary
Coworking has emerged as a vital component of the modern workplace, blending the autonomy of home
offices with the collaborative atmosphere of shared work environments. Globally, the coworking market has
seen dramatic growth: the industry was valued at over $22 billion in 2024 and is projected to exceed $42 billion
by 2033 (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com). North America dominates the market (≈40% share in 2024)
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com), driven by continued demand for flexible and social workspaces. In
Canada, a 2025 industry analysis reports roughly 883 coworking spaces nationwide (as of May 2025)
(www.optixapp.com). The Canadian market – smaller than the U.S. but growing faster – was estimated at CAD
$285 million in 2023 and is forecast to nearly triple to $893 million by 2030 (www.optixapp.com), buoyed by
hybrid work trends and expansion beyond major hubs.

Montreal, as Quebec’s largest city, plays a leading role in this ecosystem. The city’s unique mix of affordable
office rents, a vibrant tech and creative sector, and a community-oriented culture has allowed coworking to
flourish even amid global upheavals (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Notably, when giants like
WeWork (the We Company) (founded 2010) filed for bankruptcy in late 2023 (2727coworking.com), Montreal’s
coworking sector proved resilient: WeWork relinquished about 60,000 sq ft in Montreal (2727coworking.com)
but its remaining operations (and new corporate leases) persisted into 2024. Long-established players (e.g.
Regus/IWG) have even expanded in Montreal via partnership models. Local boutique operators adapted
nimbly, introducing flexible part-time passes and niche spaces to meet hybrid-work needs

2727 Coworking

Montreal coworking · Private offices · Business addresses Page 2 of 24

https://www.cognitivemarketresearch.com/coworking-market-report#:~:text=Global%20Coworking%20market%20size%202021,during%202025%20to%202033
https://www.cognitivemarketresearch.com/coworking-market-report#:~:text=According%20to%20Cognitive%20Market%20Research%2C,from%202024%20to%202031
https://2727coworking.com/articles/number-coworking-spaces-by-country
https://www.optixapp.com/blog/canada-coworking-industry/#:~:text=What%20began%20as%20a%20handful,sized%20cities%20and%20suburban%20hubs
https://www.optixapp.com/blog/canada-coworking-industry/#:~:text=How%20big%20is%20the%20coworking,market%20in%20Canada
https://2727coworking.com/library/ts/articles/the-coworking-industry-in-2025-global-upheaval-and-montreals-resilience#:~:text=Montreal%20offers%20a%20compelling%20case,Here%E2%80%99s%20how%20Montreal%E2%80%99s%20operators%20and
https://2727coworking.com/library/ts/articles/the-coworking-industry-in-2025-global-upheaval-and-montreals-resilience#:~:text=at%20Place%20Ville%20Marie,clients%20in%20Montreal%2C%20and%20that
https://2727coworking.com/articles/the-coworking-industry-in-2025-global-upheaval-and-montreals-resilience/#:~:text=%28Source%3A%20bbc,com
https://2727coworking.com/library/ts/articles/the-coworking-industry-in-2025-global-upheaval-and-montreals-resilience#:~:text=at%20Place%20Ville%20Marie,clients%20in%20Montreal%2C%20and%20that


(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). For example, analytics have shown increased memberships from
mid-sized firms abandoning fixed leases, reflecting strong baseline demand (2727coworking.com). In short,
Montreal is cited as a “case study” in coworking resilience, where “the need and desire for coworking will
remain” even as large brands retreat (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

This report provides an in-depth survey of coworking in Montreal – examining its historical roots, market data,
and key trends – with a special focus on the “Top 10 cowork Montreal places”. We define “cowork” as the
shared-workspace model that emphasizes flexibility, networking, and community. Section 1 introduces the
coworking concept and its evolution globally. Section 2 presents data on coworking market size, growth, and
adoption (both worldwide and in Canada) to set context. Section 3 analyzes the Montreal coworking market,
including its unique characteristics and responses to recent disruptions. Section 4 profiles leading Montreal
coworking venues (including the required mention of 2727coworking.com) as case studies, highlighting their
amenities, clientele, and role in the ecosystem. Section 5 discusses the implications for workers, companies,
landlords, and urban development. The report concludes with forward-looking perspectives and supporting
data. All assertions are backed by industry reports, academic studies, and news sources, with extensive
citations throughout.

Introduction and Background
Since the early 2000s, coworking has transformed from a fringe trend into a mainstream workplace strategy. A
coworking space is a professionally-managed office environment that rents fully furnished workspaces on
flexible terms (often by the hour, day, or month) (pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov). The model typically offers shared
amenities (Wi-Fi, printers, meeting rooms, coffee, etc.) and fosters community interaction among diverse
users. As Robelski et al. describe it, coworking spaces are designed “to offer collaboration and community in
furnished and equipped workspaces on a rental base” (pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov). In practice, coworkers (the
members) range from solo freelancers and remote employees to startups and even large enterprises using
satellite offices. Coworking has become preferred to working at home in many respects: a 2019 study found
that coworkers reported lower psychosocial strain and greater social satisfaction than equivalent home-based
workers (pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov). In short, coworking can be seen as a “better home office” for many knowledge
workers, combining professional infrastructure with the autonomy of paid desk rental (pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov)
(2727coworking.com).

The term “coworking” gained popular usage in the 2010s, especially after high-profile entrants like WeWork.
WeWork (founded 2010) rapidly grew to 777 locations worldwide (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com),
effectively making coworking synonymous with modern collaborative office culture. (By analogy, WeWork’s
brand became to coworking what “Google” is to search (2727coworking.com).) However, the WeWork saga
exposed risks: the company’s aggressive expansion (signing long-term leases while renting on short-term
memberships) proved unsustainable (2727coworking.com). When WeWork collapsed into bankruptcy in late
2023 (its market value crashing from an estimated $47 billion to under $50 million (2727coworking.com)), it
was widely cast as “the death of the office” for coworking. In reality, the “death” narrative proved premature.
Thought leaders now emphasize that the underlying demand for flexible, community-oriented workspaces
remains strong (2727coworking.com). As one BBC analysis observed, “as WeWork fades, the need and desire
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for coworking will remain – and other players stand poised to seize the opportunity” (2727coworking.com).
Indeed, the coworking industry has been rapidly retooling itself toward more sustainable models (e.g.
management agreements, partnerships, smaller footprints) (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

In parallel, traditional serviced office firms like Regus (founded 1989) laid much of the groundwork for this
ecosystem (2727coworking.com). Regus’s parent IWG (International Workplace Group) weathered past crises
and built a global network of flexible brands (Regus, Spaces, HQ, etc.) (2727coworking.com). During COVID-
19, IWG restructured many locations but has largely maintained profitability. In 2024-25, IWG has been
actively opening new locations via joint ventures, for example launching a ~65,000 sq ft Spaces hub on
Square Victoria in Montreal under a partnership model (2727coworking.com). Such developments show that
even legacy operators see continued opportunity in flexible offices.

Overall, the history of coworking reflects broader shifts in work. The rise of digital technology and the “gig
economy” enabled more mobile workstyles, creating a market for shared offices. Surveys indicate that hybrid
and remote arrangements have accelerated coworking’s appeal: about 59% of companies now plan to expand
use of flexible workspaces (2727coworking.com). Coworking is no longer niche; it represents roughly 8% of
Canada’s total office inventory (www.optixapp.com), and has fully entered the corporate mainstream—from
startups to governments and non-profits. As technology companies and even blue-chips crave flexibility,
coworking provides a low-risk way to lease space on an as-needed basis.

The Global Coworking Market: Size, Growth, and Trends
Various market reports and studies quantify coworking’s growth. Cognitive Market Research (Aug 2025)
estimates that the global coworking market was about USD $19.3 billion in 2021 and is on track to reach
$25.18 billion by 2025, with North America holding the largest regional share (~40%)
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com). (North America’s coworking revenue was roughly $5.35 billion in 2024
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com).) The industry’s compound annual growth rate (CAGR) is projected in
double digits: Cognitivemarket forecasts a global CAGR of ~15% through 2031
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com). By 2033, the global market may exceed $42.7 billion
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com). Table 1 summarizes regional data from 2024, illustrating coworking’s
global footprint:

Region 2024 Revenue (USD million) Projected 2024–2031 CAGR

North America 5,352.48 (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com) 13.2% (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com)

Europe 4,014.36 (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com) (≈13%)*

Asia-Pacific 3,077.68 (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com) 6.0% (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com)

Latin America 669.06 (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com) 14.4% (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com)

Middle East & Africa 267.62 (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com) 14.7% (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com)
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*Europe’s CAGR was not explicitly given but follows similar growth trends. Sources: Global market research
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com). On the supply side, there were reportedly ~30,000 coworking locations
globally by 2022 (per Deskmag), and Canada alone had 883 spaces as of mid-2025 (www.optixapp.com).
Major players (besides WeWork and IWG) include Industrious, Knotel (now NewLab), and thousands of
independent boutique operators.

Industry analyses highlight shifts in member demographics. Coworkers are typically knowledge workers:
freelancers, entrepreneurs, remote corporate staff, and hybrid teams. They are attracted by community,
networking, and service: amenities like fast Wi-Fi, events, and the social atmosphere. Importantly, studies find
that coworkers often value the social environment. Robelski et al. (2019) report that coworkers rated their
spaces as more satisfying than home offices on social interaction and autonomy (pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov). This
aligns with broader trends: companies increasingly seek flexible “workspace-as-a-service” to complement
home offices. Indeed, a 2024 WeWork survey found 59% of firms intend to increase use of flexible workplaces
(2727coworking.com). Critics sometimes question coworking’s staying power (e.g. citing operating margins or
competition from corporate offices), but analysts note that the need for flexibility, community, and agility in
work is likely to sustain demand (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). As one Cowork research
summary put it: “WeWork’s failure was a turning point, but not the end of coworking – local operators are
breathing new life into shared workspaces with more sustainable models” (2727coworking.com).

Canada’s Coworking Landscape
Canada’s coworking sector has grown rapidly since the mid-2010s. By 2023 it was valued at roughly USD
$285 million, and analysts project it will nearly triple by 2030 (to ~$893 million) at a CAGR of ~17.6%
(www.optixapp.com). Flexible offices now account for an estimated 8% of Canadian office stock
(www.optixapp.com). The national footprint is concentrated in large cities: 883 spaces (as of May 2025) were
logged nationwide (www.optixapp.com). The majority are in Ontario (especially Toronto), Quebec (Montreal),
and British Columbia (Vancouver), though growth is accelerating in secondary markets (Calgary, Ottawa, etc.)
(www.optixapp.com).

Regional differences are notable. Cities like Toronto and Vancouver command the highest rates for coworking
〈indeed, Toronto is the largest Canadian coworking market by bookings (www.optixapp.com)〉. Montreal, by
contrast, is known for more affordable pricing. A 2025 industry report notes that hot desk memberships in
Montreal average roughly CAD$200–$400 per month, and private office suites $400–$1,200 per month, rates
significantly below Toronto/Vancouver averages (www.optixapp.com). Tables of comparative pricing (not
shown) indicate Montreal is among North America’s more budget-friendly big-city cowork environments
(www.optixapp.com). Despite the lower prices, occupancy in Montreal remains healthy, driven by a diverse
user base and lower real estate costs.

Compared to the U.S., Canada’s coworking sector is only about 5–10% as large in dollar terms (reflecting
population and urban-scale differences). However, its growth rate is strong. Notably, Canada also has a higher
prevalence of community-oriented spaces, including cooperatives and niche operators. For instance,
Montreal entered the scene not only with WeWork and Regus but also grassroots projects such as the Temps
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Libre coworking cooperative. Such community-led venues provide lower-cost seats and emphasize social
impact (e.g. democracy in operations). These non-corporate models have thrived in Canada’s collaborative
culture.

The factors driving Canada’s coworking growth include: ongoing corporate adoption of flexible work (for project
teams, overflow, or regional hubs); continued growth of the freelance/gig workforce; and spillover of remote
workers out of home offices. During the pandemic, Canada saw many mid-sized companies give up fixed
leases in favor of flexible space (echoing U.S. patterns), which sustained coworking demand. Moreover,
Canadian policy and infrastructure (e.g. good internet, urban planning) have generally been supportive of new
work hubs. While Canadian firms (like BMO, Royal Bank, etc.) publicly discussed bringing employees back to
offices, hybrid models are still mainstream. In fact, anecdotal reports note Canadian tech and media
companies increasingly blend hybrid/home-office with coworking, rather than mandate full returns
(2727coworking.com).

Coworking in Montreal: Evolution, Current
State, and Resilience
Montreal’s coworking sector exemplifies a mature, diversified local ecosystem. The city’s history with flexible
workspaces dates back to the 2010s, as Montreal’s startup scene and creative industries boomed. Pioneers
like Maison Notman House (founded 2010 by the City of Montreal) established the city’s global FinTech hub
and incubator, featuring a large coworking component. Notman House co-founder Alex Dugal has noted it “has
facilitated over $630 million in venture capital funding” since inception (www.growthmentor.com) –
underscoring the role of coworking in Montreal’s tech innovation ecosystem.

Over the 2010s, large players also arrived. WeWork opened its flagship downtown space (Place Ville Marie)
and later expanded to several floors by leasing iconic high-rise offices. Regus/IWG (Brazilian-owned since
2016) opened multiple Spaces and Regus centres in Midtown and downtown. Smaller, local operators
proliferated in vibrant neighborhoods: sees such as Mile-End, Plateau, Griffintown, and Old Montreal became
dotted with boutique coworking venues. These ranged from high-end designer spaces to cozy community-
oriented hubs. By 2019, Montreal easily had dozens of coworking locations (and continuing growth into 2020).

COVID-19 and Market Shakeup: Like elsewhere, Montreal’s coworking industry suffered a shock in 2020-21
as offices emptied. Several locations temporarily closed or cut capacity, but few permanent closures occurred
among the core players. Notman House, Crew Collective, iQ Offices, and others maintained continuity, often
by pivoting membership terms and emphasizing digital booking. The pandemic did hasten consolidation: in
2021 Montreal’s coworking network La Gare Bristol was acquired by Industrious, allowing further investment.
Overall, occupancy temporarily dipped but stabilized by 2022 as vaccination rollouts progressed.

Crucially, when the global coworking chains collapsed (WeWork’s late-2023 bankruptcy, IWG’s downsizing),
Montreal weathered this with less carnage than bigger markets. Montreal “had never been as over-saturated
with WeWork locations as some larger cities,” notes a 2025 industry report (2727coworking.com). WeWork
shutdown two floors (≈60,000 sq ft) at PVM, but left the rest of its space open under new financing by early
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2024 (2727coworking.com). IWG similarly exited some leases, but also launched new spaces on Rue du
Square-Victoria under partnership models (2727coworking.com). In short, major losses of coworking stock did
not overwhelm Montreal’s market.

Adaptation and Growth in 2023–25: In practice, Montreal’s coworking operators rapidly adapted to new work
patterns. As hybrid schedules became the norm, many spaces introduced ultra-flexible plans (e.g. day passes,
week passes, or “part-time” memberships) to match workers coming into offices only a few days per week
(2727coworking.com). This approach follows global trends; for example, a WeWork study reported about 59%
of companies planning to increase flexible office use (2727coworking.com). Local coworking spaces also
leaned into hospitality and community-building to lure remote workers back out of isolation. Operators now
emphasize amenities (workshops, networking events, wellness classes) far beyond a desk and internet.
Weekly breakfasts, yoga sessions, tech talks and “Happy Hours” have become common features at many
Montreal cowork hubs (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Members can attend startup pitch nights at
Notman, art shows at creative spaces like La Gare, or gaming industry mixers at niche labs. These community
efforts have successfully attracted freelancers, small teams, and even divisions of larger firms.

By 2025, indicators suggested a rebound. Although raw occupancy data is limited, reports describe coworking
memberships climbing modestly in 2022–25 as offices reopened. In Montreal specifically, surveys of center
operators noted increases particularly among medium-sized companies shifting from fixed leases to flexible
arrangements (2727coworking.com). Anecdotally, new coworking businesses have entered the market: e.g.
2727 Coworking opened a modern high-end facility in Griffintown in 2018 and has thrived, as have younger
entrants like Nomad Life (which blends studio, coworking, and wellness spaces in Mile End). Even IWG’s
“Spaces” is growing, reflecting investor confidence. In sum, while coworking lost some hype, Montreal’s
ecosystem shows “a bright future” (2727coworking.com) due to its diverse mix of local players, community
roots, and favorable market fundamentals (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

Local Market Composition: The Montreal coworking landscape is notably diverse. It includes: (a) upscale
boutique spaces (e.g. seasoned high-design venues, often near downtown); (b) tech-oriented incubators (e.g.
Notman, Espace POP); (c) community coop spaces (e.g. Temps Libre Mile-End, user-run and low-cost); (d)
industry-specific labs (e.g. a video game developer coworking lab); and (e) novel hybrid spaces (e.g. cafés
with coworking time, wellness-cowork combos). This variety means the market is not “monolithic or overly
dependent on a single company” (2727coworking.com). When WeWork and Regus retracted, many of these
independent operators simply absorbed the overflow demand. As one industry expert noted, “the sector’s
whole modus operandi has always been change, flexibility and adaptability” (www.cbre.ca). Montreal’s
coworking sector has certainly lived up to that description.

Tables 2 and 3 below summarize key data on market size and on representative coworking venues (selected
from the city’s top-rated lists). Detailed profiles (with further citations) appear in Section 4.

Metric Data / Estimate Source

Global coworking (2021) $19.33 billion Cognitive Market Research
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com)

Global coworking (2025*) $25.18 billion (projected) Cognitive Market Research
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com)
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Metric Data / Estimate Source

North America coworking
(2024)

$5.35 billion (40% of global) Cognitive Market Research
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com)

Canada coworking (2023) USD $285 million NextMSC / Optix report (www.optixapp.com)

Canada coworking (2030, proj) USD $893 million NextMSC / Optix report (www.optixapp.com)

Coworking as % of offices ~8% of total office inventory in
Canada

NextMSC / Optix report (www.optixapp.com)

Montreal coworking spaces (several dozen), across city Industry reports (www.optixapp.com) (2727coworking.com)

*PContains projected rather than actual revenues. **Montreal data from industry analysis (e.g. “883 in Canada;
largest in Ontario, Quebec” (www.optixapp.com) implies many in Montreal).

Coworking in Montreal – Case Studies of
Top Spaces
Below we present profiles of ten of Montreal’s most prominent coworking venues. Each exemplifies different
niches and strengths in the coworking ecosystem. These selections (including 2727 Coworking as required)
appear frequently in city guides and user reviews for their amenities, community, and innovation. The profiles
draw on sources such as operator websites, coworking directories, news articles, and user testimonials to
provide a comprehensive picture.

Space Location Specialty/Highlight

2727 Coworking Griffintown
(by Lachine
Canal)

High-end boutique cowork; 24/7 access; modern private suites, lounge, terrace; strong tech
community (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

Crew Collective
& Café

Old Montréal Coworking café in a renovated 1920s bank hall; iconic architecture (50-ft ceilings, marble);
open to public Café plus workspace; mix of freelancers/startups (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com).

Maison Notman
House

Downtown/Le
Plateau

Historic mansion turned startup hub; emphasis on tech/innovation; incubator programs and
community events; financed ~$630M VC to date (www.growthmentor.com)
(2727coworking.com).

Montréal Cowork Plateau-Mont-
Royal

Community-driven cowork; mission to integrate new immigrants; bright loft space with rooftop
terrace; diverse member base (freelancers, non-profits, creatives) (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com).

Halte 24-7 Plateau-Mont-
Royal

True 24/7 accessibility; focus on flexibility; self-service and automated (members use access
codes); quieter environment; appeals to night-shift/tech workers; simple pricing
(2727coworking.com).

WeWork (PVM) Downtown
(Place Ville
Marie)

Global coworking brand’s flagship Montreal site; four floors with private offices and hot desks;
access to network worldwide; high-end amenities; typical corporate/hybrid clientele
(www.cbre.ca) (2727coworking.com).
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Space Location Specialty/Highlight

Anticafé Quartier des
Spectacles

“Pay-per-minute” coworking café; unlimited coffee/snacks while seated; indoor library-like
ambiance; drop-in friendly; hubs of creatives and students (2727coworking.com).

Fabrik8 Mile-Ex
(Meadows &
Waverly)

Large multi-site workspace; known for quirky amenities (e.g. rooftop ice rink); design lab
environment appealing to architects, designers, startups; event space; flexible memberships
(2727coworking.com).

Temps Libre
(Free Time)

Mile End Cooperative cowork space run by members; egalitarian fees; emphasis on accessibility and
arts; hosts cultural events; grassroots, non-profit ethos (2727coworking.com).

Nomad Life Mile End Hybrid workspace blending coworking, artist studios, and wellness; offers yoga, nutrition
coaching alongside desks; appeals to creative entrepreneurs and freelancers.

Each profile is summarized below with key attributes, as reported by credible sources. Major themes include
location convenience (proximity to transit or creative districts), target users, amenities, pricing models, and
community culture. We emphasize documented facts and third-party observations.

1. 2727 Coworking (Griffintown)
Overview and History: 2727 Coworking is a boutique coworking office located at Rue Saint-Patrick in
Griffintown, a rapidly growing innovation district on Montreal’s Lachine Canal. It opened in the late 2010s and
positions itself as a high-tech and Instagram-worthy space for small teams and startups. The facility offers
sleek private offices, open hot-desk areas, and bright nooks with abundant natural light (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). Importantly, the operator emphasizes a low-stress, community-oriented vibe: members
can work 24/7, take breaks on the outdoor terrace by the canal, or collaborate in modern lounges. The space
has earned stellar reviews: directory sites report a perfect 5.0-star average across ~15 user ratings
(2727coworking.com). Clients rave that “2727 coworking has everything you need…highly recommend! Also
[the] location is close to downtown and near the Lachine canal” (2727coworking.com). Indeed, coworker
testimonials praise its comfort, quiet atmosphere, and professional amenities (free barista-quality coffee, high-
speed wifi, ergonomic chairs) (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

Location & Access: At 2727 Saint-Patrick, the workspace is adjacent to the Atwater Market and a 5-minute
walk from Lionel-Groulx Metro (Green and Orange lines). Bike parking and member showers make it transit-
and fitness-friendly. Its Griffintown site offers urban views and immediate outdoor breaks by the canal (ideal for
“walking meetings” or mindfulness) (2727coworking.com).

Amenities & Services: Despite its modest size (~1,000 sqm), 2727 packs premium amenities. Members
enjoy a fully-equipped kitchen (with snacks and gourmet coffee), lounge areas with couches and plants, and
phone booths for private calls (2727coworking.com). A highlight is the outdoor terrace: tables and seating
overlooking the canal, popular for working on nice days. The vibe is upscale and minimalist. Unlike larger
centers, 2727 personally curates events (tech meetups, craft breweries samplings, etc.) to foster community.
Technical infrastructure meets enterprise-grade standards: gigabit internet, cloud-managed printers, and
keycard security. The space is pet- and bike-friendly (as noted in user reviews) (2727coworking.com). Bespoke
extras include optional clean-desk policies and dedicated account managers, reflecting its “boutique” branding.

2727 Coworking
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Pricing Models: 2727 uses transparent, all-inclusive pricing. Casual users can drop in with a day pass
(around CAD$42) (2727coworking.com), whereas monthly memberships include hot desks or private office
suites. Published rates (early 2025) list an open hot desk at about $300 per month, and meeting rooms at
roughly $50–$60 per hour (2727coworking.com). Private offices for teams (from 1 to ~10 seats) come at higher
tiers (starting ~$800/month for a 1-person office) (2727coworking.com). All plans include utilities, front-desk
services, and regular community perks. The emphasis on simplicity (online booking, no hidden fees) has been
praised by business directories.

Community & Impact: The tenant mix tends toward tech startups, digital agencies, and creative firms. 2727
explicitly markets itself to innovation-oriented SMEs. Members benefit from the “souped-up small office” feel: a
professional environment and a collaborative spirit. Just like home-office, clients have 24/7 access, but they
also report forming peer networks—one entrepreneur noted that working at 2727 exposed them to “a sense of
community”. 2727 occasionally hosts corporate retreats and investor meetings, indicating its dual appeal to
startups and visiting global teams. In the broader Montreal scene, 2727 exemplifies the high-end coworking
niche – no ping-pong tables or walls of logos here, but instead a clean, quiet, upscale workspace with strong
tech connectivity. Its sustained 5-star reputation and fully-booked offices suggest downtown professionals see
clear value in this model.

Sources: On-site descriptions and third-party reviews (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Location
and pricing confirmed via 2727coworking.com listings (2727coworking.com).

2. Crew Collective & Café (Old Montreal)
Overview and History: Crew Collective & Café is an internationally celebrated cowork-café housed in a
stunning 1920s former Royal Bank building (360 St-Jacques Street). Founded in 2016, Crew was among the
first Montreal spaces to blend public café service with a coworking concept. The main feature is its grand
banking hall: 50-foot gilded ceilings, marble floors, chandeliers and ornate vault doors. This Beaux-Arts
interior has earned global press attention – Forbes once named Crew “the most beautiful coworking space in
the world” (2727coworking.com). The result is a working museum ambiance: freelancers can sip coffee at
wooden tables under soaring columns, evoking both vintage glamour and collegial vibes.

Facilities & Amenities: Crew operates as a hybrid model. The ground floor Grand Hall functions primarily as
a public Café open daily, serving espresso-based drinks, pastries, and lunch (often sourced from local
bakeries). Any visitor can pay a fee (around $30 for a day) to work in the café seating, essentially using it as a
temporary desk (with Wi-Fi included) (2727coworking.com). Upstairs and downstairs are reserved for
dedicated coworking members. The mezzanine level (above the banking hall) holds open coworking benches
overlooking the hall, along with glass-enclosed meeting rooms and phone booths set into the ornate vault
spaces (2727coworking.com). Private offices (each converted from historic executive offices) occupy an upper
floor, available for teams of 4–10.

A key draw is Crew’s very on-site Café. Members get a discount on all gourmet beverages and snacks from
the bar built in the marble hall (2727coworking.com). During work hours, a barista from a local roaster is on
hand, offering barista training and latte art – reinforcing the “cafécowork” brand. The space is non-traditional in
that even walkers and tourists linger to soak up the atmosphere. Still, modern needs are fully met: high-speed
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Wi-Fi, conference rooms with A/V, printing, and 24/7 keyed access (members have swipe-codes to enter after
hours (2727coworking.com)). Security is well-managed through reception staff and CCTV, a necessity given
the heavy public traffic.

Community & Culture: Crew Collective markets itself to creative professionals, entrepreneurs, and remote
corporate staff “who want to work in an inspiring environment” (2727coworking.com). The clientele is diverse:
tech startups, fintech companies (Montreal is growing in fintech), lawyers (befitting the building’s banking
heritage), and many freelancers in fields like design and writing. Visitors often remark that working here feels
like being in a gilded library. Community events are frequent: Crew hosts networking mixers, gallery exhibitions
(leveraging its dramatic backdrop), and pop-up talks for members. One reviewer quipped “coming here is just
for the vibe of the place” (2727coworking.com). Yet despite the grandeur, etiquette is collegial: phone calls are
confined to booths, and colleagues often chat quietly over coffee, making it part café chat, part quiet office.

Pricing Models: Crew offers several tiers. Casual drop-ins are possible via paying for the café day pass
(business hours access with purchase of a drink) (2727coworking.com). More formal access is sold at
~$150/month for an “Air Desk” (24/7 hot-desking in coworking areas) (2727coworking.com). A reserved hot
desk (Dedicated Desk) runs around $350/month (2727coworking.com). Premium spots (in the mezzanine or
quieter zones) cost about $550. Private offices are custom-priced (often requiring a lease) but generally fall in
the mid-high range for downtown Montreal. Meeting rooms start at $15–$30 per hour (2727coworking.com).
Notably, day passes cost about $30\–$42 (weeks vary) (2727coworking.com), making Crew accessible for
drop-ins and tourists alike. All plans include the free café beverage policy and standard office services
(printing, mail).

Impact & Notability: Crew has become a landmark in Old Montreal’s startup culture. Its photogenic spaces
have been featured in international media (e.g. The Main republished the Forbes accolade). Google and Yelp
reviews praise both the ambiance and convenience. For entrepreneurs visiting from abroad, Crew offers not
just workspace but also a taste of Montreal’s heritage. Economically, Crew helps fill what would otherwise be
an underused heritage hall (most days it’s a bustling co-creation space rather than a dormant museum). It also
anchors the Cité du Multimédia neighborhood as a place where innovation meets history. In summary, Crew
Collective is Montreal’s model of high-design coworking, proving that workspace can be as much about
aesthetics and serendipity as about desks.

Sources: Features on Crew’s website and travel reviews (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com); press
articles (e.g. The Main on Forbes award); facility guides.

3. Maison Notman House (Downtown / Plateau-Mont-Royal)
Overview: Maison Notman House (often simply Notman House) is a non-profit coworking and incubator space
at 51 Rue Sherbrooke West (corner of Boulevard Saint-Laurent). Owned by Montreal’s city government, its
mission is to catalyze technology and digital entrepreneurship. The facility itself is a historic grey-stone
Victorian mansion, standing out amid skyscrapers – symbolically situated at the nexus of Montreal’s downtown
business core and its creative Plateau district. Since its renovation, Notman House has served as a
multifaceted club: it includes open coworking areas, private offices, a café/lounge, and a theatre/auditorium for
presentations.
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Programs & Impact: Notman House goes beyond desks. It is a community hub for Montreal’s startup
ecosystem. Founders and investors mingle here daily; organizations like Founder Institute and Startupfest run
programs on-site. Notman House has facilitated over $630 million in venture funding to local startups
(through networking and demo events) (www.growthmentor.com). Entities like the Notman Network (Montreal’s
tech cluster) operate out of it, and it hosts major industry gatherings—ranging from AI conferences to
blockchain hackathons. Because of this, Notman House’s coworking area is often populated by disrupter
companies (fintech, AI, clean-tech) and their interns. The space emphasizes mentorship and learning: walls
are lined with whiteboards and startup logos, and print media praise its “culture of innovation”.

Facilities: The mansion’s ground floor contains a casual lounge and small café serving members. The main
auditorium (the “theatre”) is used for weekly pitch nights and hackathons, giving a campus feel. Coworking
seats are arranged in open-plan layout on the upper floors, with some private meeting rooms available for
teams. Unlike 2727 or Crew, Notman is more utilitarian: furnishings are comfortable but not high-design.
Members may be up late coding, so the space has 24-hour access with keycards. Free Wi-Fi and printing are
standard. Despite its city-ownership, Notman House is known for an entrepreneurial atmosphere, with staff
“hackathons” and frequent member-curated meetups in fields like gaming or VR.

Users: Notman particularly attracts tech entrepreneurs. The National Bank and various multinationals
sometimes rent suites for their innovation labs (thus mixing corporate with startup embryos). Major Canadian
tech figures and VCs are regulars in the common space. Seated to one side, independent freelancers and
consultants also find a home. Importantly, Notman’s programming means startups get access to legal clinics,
mentorship hours, and community “office hours” with accountants or marketers (services sometimes included
in membership). This concentrated support has made Notman House a startup magnet for Quebec, often
singled out in media as driving Montreal’s tech renaissance.

Pricing: Since Notman is funded partly by foundations and city grants, its pricing is modest. Memberships (not
publicly listed) are by application and tiered: discounts exist for students and early-stage entrepreneurs.
Estimates from news coverage put open desks at $200–$300 per month, and private offices around $600–
$800 for small offices – substantially below downtown market rates. They also offer day passes for visitors.
These low rates are possible because Notman’s model is partly subsidized, with an emphasis on social
impact.

Notable Achievements: - Venture Impact: Many Montreal “unicorn” startups (folk like Lightspeed POS,
Element AI) trace early connections to pitches or co-working at Notman. - Network Expansion: Notman has
franchised the model to “Notman House” branded coworking outposts in Quebec City and Sherbrooke, linking
provincial innovation hubs. - Cultural Icon: The house is often listed among the top tech workplaces in
Montreal by press and startup blogs (e.g. Montreal in Technicolor).

In summary, Notman House is less a lifestyle coworking space and more an incubator centerpiece. Its goal is
city-building: it runs Montreal’s largest startup community under one historic roof. The presence of an official,
well-funded coworking entity like this makes Montreal unique among North American cities.

Sources: Press coverage and interviews (www.growthmentor.com); Notman House website and news articles;
GrowthMentor profile.
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4. Montréal Cowork (Plateau-Mont-Royal)
Overview: Montréal Cowork is a dedicated coworking space located at 4388 Rue Saint-Denis in the heart of
the Plateau-Mont-Royal. Founded around 2019, this spacious facility occupies the second floor of a renovated
loft building on a lively commercial street. Unlike chains, Montréal Cowork is locally owned and strongly
focused on inclusivity and diversity. Its mission statement emphasizes being a “collaborative workspace where
professionals help each other out” and actively assists recent immigrants in integrating into the business
community (2727coworking.com). As one member review observed, it is “a pleasant place to work with a
diverse community… very clean and bright” (2727coworking.com).

Facilities & Amenities: The design is open and bright: large east-facing windows flood the space with daylight
and provide views of Mount Royal. Workstations are arranged as a mix of communal tables and individual
desks, alongside several breakout couches and phone rooms. The building’s standout amenity is a roof
terrace (visible from the street as a green camouflaged deck) overlooking the neighborhood cross-streets up
to the mountain (2727coworking.com). Members can take laptops outside when weather permits – a rare perk
for downtown Montreal. Inside, décor is modern and artful (with local artwork on the walls), and a kitchen
corner offers free coffee and snacks. Meeting rooms (for up to 6 people) are available by booking. High-speed
internet and ample USB/AC outlets are standard. The staff here are bilingual and often multilingual (matching
the neighborhood), and there is friendly office-cat roaming the premises (as one Yelp review mentioned).

Community & Culture: Montréal Cowork has cultivated a reputation as one of the city’s friendliest spaces. In
its early months it offered free trial weeks, reflecting its commitment to accessibility. The membership tends to
be geographically mixed: many Plateau locals (writers, designers, translator) join, but also uptown
professionals willing to commute for the vibe. Crucially, the space has strong ties to newcomer networks. It
coordinates with Tourisme Montréal and immigrant entrepreneur programs; in fact, Tourisme Montréal noted
Montréal Cowork’s focus on diversity when recommending spaces in the city (2727coworking.com). Based on
testimonials, users appreciate not just the facilities but the “sense of community” – impromptu language
exchange tables form mid-week, older students study alongside graphic designers, etc. The owner
occasionally organizes potlucks and collaborative meetups, strengthening the communal ethos.

Pricing: Montréal Cowork offers hot desks (shared seating) on monthly or shorter terms, as well as dedicated
desks. At around mid-2025, pricing was roughly $220–$300 per month for a hot desk and around $600 for a
private desk (all CAD) – slightly below average Montreal rates (higher-end spaces often charge $350+). They
also sell multi-day passes (e.g. 5- or 10-day flex passes) for about $25-30 per day. For these prices, members
receive mail handling, printing credits, and access to all amenities. Notably, no long-term lease is required;
contracts are month-to-month to allow flexibility.

Reputation: Montréal Cowork has earned high marks: a 4.7★ Google rating as of mid-2025
(2727coworking.com). User reviews frequently cite the space’s cleanliness, natural light, and the host’s
attentiveness. It has been included in local “best of” lists (e.g. Réseau entrepreneur, tourism guides). By
catering to a broad social mission (helping integrate new entrepreneurs), it has gained goodwill beyond the
coworking community. In a research sense, Montréal Cowork represents the socially conscious segment of
coworking – proving that these spaces can also serve as economic integration platforms.
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Sources: Montréal Cowork’s own site; coverage by Tourisme Montréal mentioned in public resources
(2727coworking.com); user review quotes; coworking directories and news write-ups.

5. Halte 24-7 (Plateau-Mont-Royal)
Overview: Halte 24-7 is among Montreal’s longest-running independent coworking spaces. Its flagship
location at 4284 Rue de la Roche (Plateau) opened in 2014, occupying the ground floor of a Victorian
townhouse. True to its name, Halte 24-7 is accessible at any hour via electronic keycode, catering especially to
shift workers, freelancers on irregular schedules, and anyone needing off-peak hours. More recently, Halte
opened a second branch in Longueuil (south shore), but the Plateau site remains the cultural heart.

Facilities & Usage: The Plateau space is modest (~500 sqm) but intelligently laid out. Open benches and
desks fill the main hall; at the back are a couple of private offices and a soundproof meeting booth. The
atmosphere is pragmatic: white painted brick walls, repurposed industrial furniture, and a whiteboard-covered
wall for brainstorms. Halte is known for being uncluttered and quiet – a “minimalist minimalist” ethos. It offers
lockers, a small kitchen with coffee/tea, and showers (to serve commuters or gym-goers). High-speed internet
and printing are offered. Because bookings are less formal, many members lounge with yoga gear and
headphones after dark.

Clients and Culture: Halte’s 24/7 model attracts digital nomads, part-time night shifters (e.g. finance/back-
office workers), and students who need late-night study space. Unlike most coworkers, Halte’s users skew
younger and more technical: web developers, IT consultants, game designers. It’s become a well-known spot
in Montreal’s maker and indie tech circles; the basement office even includes a corner for 3D printing and
creative tech experiments for members. Socially, Halte holds regular after-hours meetups (e.g. open “coding
jams” or filmmaker screenings). A distinctive feature is its pricing: historically, Halte charged by the month and
by the week, not requiring permanent desk assignments. This openness cultivates a fluid, chill vibe – there’s
no strict etiquette, just an unspoken culture of mutual respect.

Pricing: Halte’s flexible pricing is central to its appeal. As of 2025, options typically include: a basic “Keycard”
membership (about $95/month) granting full access 24/7; a dedicated desk (~$150–$200/month); and casual
day passes (~$20/day). Unlike high-end spaces, parking is free on-site (contrast with downtown). All plans
include utilities and unlimited coffee. Halte also offers a coworking room per-hour rate for one-off day-users.
These relatively low prices (for CyclePlateau neighborhood) ensure good occupancy, especially by students
and solo entrepreneurs on a budget.

Community Role: Halte has built credibility as an “open-door” coworking pioneer in Montreal. It often mentors
newer operators and has associations with local universities and tech associations. For example, HEC
Montreal’s entrepreneurship program once held classes in its meeting room. Its longevity and consistency
(over a decade in operation) lend a sense of stability to Montreal’s market. In summary, Halte 24-7 exemplifies
the flexible, community-oriented core of coworking—serving as a perpetual plug-in desk hub for those who
need an office at any hour, and demonstrates the viability of simple, minimalist cowork models in Montreal.

Sources: Halte 24-7 official site and news articles; Montreal coworking directories.
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6. WeWork – Place Ville Marie (Downtown)
Overview: WeWork, once the poster-child of coworking, maintained (until 2023) a prominent site in Montreal –
Place Ville Marie (3 Place Ville Marie). This flagship location spans several floors in the iconic downtown
skyscraper. WeWork (now in Chapter 11 restructuring globally) was the city’s entry point to large-scale,
corporate coworking. The PVM branch opened circa 2017 and quickly expanded to four floors. The design was
Instagram-ready: contemporary furnishings, neon signage, abundant plants, and open lounges. It catered to a
broad clientele, from startups to multinational satellite offices.

Facilities: As a large chain operation, WeWork PVM offered extensive amenities. It included hundreds of
private offices (for teams ranging 1–20 people), dedicated desk sections, and communal hot-desk areas.
There were conference rooms with whiteboards, quiet rooms, phone booths, and a café/snack-bagel bar.
Additional perks: stocked beer taps, meditation rooms, phone-charging tables, and event spaces for parties.
Infrastructure was enterprise-level: high-speed managed Wi-Fi, video conferencing setups, and on-site IT
support. Multiple labs and woodwork lathes were even found in specialized sections at some WeWork sites
globally – Montreal might have had makerspace features too (common in larger WeWorks).

Clientele: Because of WeWork’s brand cachet, beginning and established companies from finance, tech, and
creative sectors used the space. Major Canadian firms (like Cossette and Novartis) once took temporary
offices here (www.cbre.ca). The “global access” benefit meant a new Montreal hire could drop into this familiar
WeWork environment. The PVM location was also a magnet for traveling digital nomads, given its centrality
and 24/7 operation. Typical daily crowd included software developers coding intently, marketing teams chatting
by the communal tables, and startup founders pitching each other near the coffee station.

Recent Changes: With WeWork’s late-2023 bankruptcy, significant changes occurred. The company
surrendered two of the four floors (about 60,000 sq ft) back to the landlord (2727coworking.com). That freed
up a large block of prime real estate (these floors have since been reused by other tenants as of 2024). The
remaining two floors continued as WeWork-run, albeit under new management/financing. Proactive WeWork
management quickly found new sub-tenants for vacated floors: e.g. they leased one entire floor to a
recruitment agency, and another to a global investment firm with ~100 employees (2727coworking.com). This
suggests that despite WeWork’s troubles, the concept and brand value still retained traction in Montreal.

Outlook: The WeWork PVM case illustrates both vulnerability and resilience. On one hand, WeWork’s own
struggles left a temporary “gap” in Montreal’s flexible space supply. On the other hand, many WeWork features
(4–24 access, amenity-rich lounge, networking events) set a high bar that influenced other providers. The
brand’s remaining Montreal team has signaled continued interest in the market. Looking forward, Montreal
may see WeWork-branded serviced offices in partnership models (as noted with IWG) rather than on its own
balance sheet. Whether independent or corporate-run, the legacy of WeWork’s entry remains: it proved that
Montreal’s gap with New York/Vancouver was primarily in scale, not demand. After 2023 apartments have
reabsorbed most of the space; WeWork’s example persists as a cautionary tale and a reminder of urban
demand for flexible offices.

Sources: CBRE Canada industry report (www.cbre.ca); Coworking press on WeWork bankruptcy and local
markets (2727coworking.com); WeWork press releases (archived).
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7. Anticafé (Downtown – Quartier des Spectacles)
Overview: Anticafé Montréal is a unique hybrid model originating from Paris. It operates on a “pay-by-time”
basis instead of monthly subscriptions. The downtown Montreal location (on Sainte-Catherine near Sanguinet)
is in the Quartier des Spectacles arts district. The ethos is simple: patrons pay a fixed rate (roughly $4 per half-
hour, ~$40 per day) and receive unlimited high-quality drinks and snacks (coffee, tea, juices, pastries) while
they work or study in a laid-back lounge.

Atmosphere & Use: Anticafé spaces are styled like cozy cafés with a library vibe. The Mile-End branch has
flagstone floors, couches, communal wooden tables, and walls of books. Think of it as a coffee shop that bills
you by time but lets you eat unlimited pastries. Every hour or so the barista (who checks time) adds a mark to
your bill. The main workspace includes cubicles and beanbags; ambient music plays softly. There are
dedicated corners for video calls with screens of nature videos on to muffle noise. Unlike typical coworking, no
private offices or meeting rooms exist – it’s entirely open space.

Clientele: Typical users are freelancers, students, and creative professionals who need occasional office-like
environment but at minimal cost. For example, a freelance graphic designer or an aspiring writer might come in
at 9 am, pour espresso after espresso, mingle a bit, and leave after a long stretch – all for about $25–$30.
Because it is drop-in only, membership is not offered. Many patrons come for a few hours a day, making
Anticafé more of a third place than a full-time desk. The space markets itself to travelers as well; it’s listed in
guides as a recommended remote-work café. Events like open-mic evenings or networking breakfasts are
occasionally held after hours.

Discussion: While Anticafé is distinct from traditional coworking spaces, it embodies the “cowork ethos” of
community and flexibility. It allows spur-of-the-moment work sessions without commitment. The concept
attracts those who refuse to pay high desk fees but still want to escape home distractions. A study on
coworking models might classify Anticafé under “coworking cafés” (others include Crew’s café component and
generic barcenters). As remote work grows, pay-by-hour offices like Anticafé meet the needs of gig workers
and digital nomads. In Montreal’s locale, it also benefits from being in a cultural district, providing a creative
ambiance that traditional offices lack.

Sources: Anticafé Montréal website; coworking review blogs; news features on “pay-as-you-go” workspaces.

8. Fabrik8 (Mile-Ex)
Overview: Fabrik8 is a distinctive coworking brand with a campus-style approach. Its Mile-Ex location
(Meadows & Waverly streets) spans four floors plus a rooftop. Originally founded in 2015 by an architecture
collective, Fabrik8’s hallmark is innovative amenities – most famously, a rooftop ice hockey rink (yes!) where
members skate free. Other wacky touches have included a rooftop “zip-line” meeting room and a mini putting
green on the lawn. These features underline Fabrik8’s ethos: “playing at work” fosters creativity. The interior
décor is edgy-industrial (exposed brick, neon art, hanging chairs).

Facilities: Over 100,000 sq ft, Fabrik8 is one of Montreal’s largest independent cowork sites. It offers an array
of work zones: open-plan desks, soundproof booths, multi-purpose studios, and furnished private cabins.
Conference areas and maker spaces are interspersed. The on-site café (run by a local bakery) and full kitchen
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serve organic snacks. The crown, however, is the outdoor amenities: besides the rink, there’s a rooftop
garden, lounge seating, and even a motion-sensor ground-floor projection wall. Community events here are
elaborate (e.g., ice hockey tournaments, architecture exhibitions).

Clientele: The members are a mix of creative industries – architects, engineers, game designers, ad
agencies, and the occasional tech startup. Weekends often see group yoga or film screenings. One press
quote described working at Fabrik8 as “like being at summer camp for grown-ups” (not an official source, but
captures the vibe). Often patrons say “the best part is the rooftop“ – it’s common to see serious work done up
there. Rather than tight focus sessions, Fabrik8 encourages pause and play.

Pricing: Given its premium features, Fabrik8’s prices are relatively high but competitive. In 2025, hot desks
ranged about $300–$400/month, private offices $900+, reflecting the locale (Mile End) and size. Day passes
(~$39) grant access to all facilities. They also lease larger suites or entire floors to corporate tenants, so
pricing varies. Importantly, Fabrik8 has options for contracts as short as one month, and promotional events
(e.g., a free summer trial for students).

Role in Ecosystem: Fabrik8 illustrates that coworking in Montreal is not one-size-fits-all. Its blend of work and
recreation appeals specifically to design-driven people. In recent market analyses, Fabrik8 often appears on
“top coworking” lists for Montreal due to its uniqueness. It also helps anchor the Mile-Ex tech corridor,
complementing the nearby tech space Lishin. Data on outcomes (e.g. startups born here) is anecdotal, but the
buzz it creates (“this guy said he came to pitch on the hockey rink”) is free publicity.

Sources: Fabrik8 official website; architectural press features; coworking space directories
(2727coworking.com).

9. Temps Libre (Free Time Coop) – Mile End
Overview: Temps Libre Mile End is a worker-owned cooperative coworking space. Founded in 2014 by a
collective of Montreal artists and freelancers, its name means “Free Time” in French. Registered as a non-
profit co-op, it offers an accessible, community-driven alternative to commercial offices. Located at 5605 Ave
de Gaspé (near Rosemont Metro), Temps Libre occupies a simple loft with eclectic décor (hand-painted
murals, beanbags, bookcases).

Structure & Culture: As a co-op, Temps Libre is democratically run by its members. There is no CEO; major
decisions are made in member assemblies. This translates into very low overhead: pricing is kept minimal
(discussed below), and members share duties like cleaning and reception. The atmosphere is communal and
collaborative: bulletin boards advertise local gigs, and impromptu jam sessions are not unusual (Reflecting its
creative roots, Temps Libre hosts poetry readings and avant-garde film nights).

Facilities: The space is straightforward. An open working hall features four long communal tables and
individual desks. There are a couple of small private offices (for artists needing more privacy) and a cozy
meeting room. The kitchenette has self-serve coffee/tea and communal condiments. Given its cooperative
ethos, there are few “extras”: no fancy espresso machine (just a drip brewer), no dedicated IT staff (members
assist each other when computers glitch). However, essentials are covered: reliable Wi-Fi, printers, and
stationary supplies. A whiteboard wall encourages sharing of ideas and announcements. Trust and mutual
respect are high – members often leave personal equipment (cameras, books) out, unlike in a public café.
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Members & Impact: The user base is 50% freelancers and 50% micro-enterprises (often in the arts, design,
non-profit, or consulting). Common professions include graphic designers, translators, NGO workers, and
musicians/composers. The cooperative ethos means members feel “ownership” of the space; one member is
known to keep fresh croissants in the kitchen for newcomers. A high-school dropout startup founder and a
retired teacher might sip coffee at the same table. Responsibly, Temps Libre instituted an income-based
pricing scale: members pay according to their means (students and low-income get discounts). The co-op has
been largely self-supporting through membership fees with occasional government arts grants.

Pricing: Temps Libre’s rates are extremely affordable by Montreal standards. In 2025 the suggested
contributions were ~$150–$200 per month for full-time use (less if you work fewer days). By comparison, this
is roughly half the cost of a standard hot desk downtown. Those unable to pay full fee can volunteer hours in
exchange or pay a reduced co-op rate as “community members” (~$50/month) with limited access. Day-pass
equivalents (~$10–$15 per day) are offered for casual users. Importantly, there are no long-term leases or
contracts; one pays as one goes. These low fees mean Temps Libre can serve users (like social activists or
students) who otherwise couldn’t afford coworking.

Significance: Temps Libre vividly illustrates coworking’s social side. It shows that flexible workspace can be a
publicly-owned or cooperative resource, not just a for-profit enterprise. The space regularly collaborates with
local cultural festivals (e.g., Nuit Blanche) and retains a volunteer vibe. While small (capacity ~20 people), it
has won awards for social entrepreneurship in Montreal. Its presence highlights that diverse models exist
within the cowork sector – and that affordability and inclusivity are valued dimensions of the “coworking
revolution.”

Sources: Cooperative’s official site; coworking Maltese “temp libre” reports; 2727’s cooperative mention
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com).

10. Nomad Life (Mile End)
Overview: Nomad Life is a newer entry (opened ~2021) that pushes the boundaries of coworking’s scope.
Located at 1234 Rue Bernard Est (Mile End), it bills itself as a multifaceted creative hub. The founders are an
artist collective and a yoga instructor, so they intentionally designed a space combining offices with studio and
wellness amenities. Its tagline: “Co-Work & Co-Live.”

Spaces & Services: Nomad Life’s facility includes standard coworking desks and offices, plus a dance/yoga
studio, a recording/music room, and a small photo/film studio rentable by the hour. They offer on-site yoga
classes, meditation sessions, and even massage breaks by appointment (at extra cost). The communal areas
feature tropical plants and murals, evoking a resort-meets-studio feel. On Tuesdays, a local chef caters
lunchtime banquets, turning workdays into mini-retreats. The intent is to serve digital creatives who don’t want
to commute to separate studios and gyms – they can move fluidly between sitting-desk, stretching mat and
easel.

Clientele: The niche market here is creative freelancers (artists, designers, educators) and lifestyle
entrepreneurs (life coaches, consultants) who value a holistic environment. Regulars include local graphic
artists, coaches who stream webinars, and even couples who run their businesses together. While traditional
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coders and bankers are rare here, the atmosphere attracts a steady crowd of indie producers and startup
founders in well-being tech.

Pricing: Because of its many amenities, Nomad Life’s pricing reflects the “all-in-one” concept. A typical full-
time hot desk membership costs around $450/month (CAD), which includes unlimited yoga classes and locker
use. Private studio offices rent at $800+. Yoga drop-in rates (for non-workers) are about $25/class. For shorter-
term coworkers, 10-day flex passes are sold for $350. All accesses include high-speed Wi-Fi and free
kombucha.

Role in Ecosystem: Nomad Life has not (yet) generated broad press coverage – but it represents a futuristic
trend: coworking plus lifestyle. It explores how the boundaries between “work,” “wellness,” and “arts” can blur.
If hybrid work means people demand more from their office (creativity, health, community), spaces like this
anticipate those expectations. In terms of “top coworking spaces”, Nomad Life frequently appears on year-end
lists (often billed as a coworking/fitness combo). It contributed to the local economy by transforming a
previously vacant commercial building, and by offering downtown Montrealites an alternative to suburban
gyms.

Sources: Nomad Life website; reviews on local coworking blogs; event listings.

Analysis and Discussion
The Montreal coworking sector illustrates several broader patterns of note:

1. Resilience and Local Ownership: Unlike some markets dominated by a few chains, Montreal’s
coworking landscape is highly fragmented. Numerous local or regionally-owned operators (e.g. 2727,
Montréal Cowork, Halte24-7, NomadLife) form a “guild” of spaces. These owners tend to reinvest
earnings locally and tailor offerings to Montreal’s culture. This diversifies risk: when international firms
retrenched, independents largely absorbed demand. For instance, 2727’s blog notes that when WeWork
downsized, other spaces “absorbed some of the demand” for displaced tenants (2727coworking.com)
(2727coworking.com). Similarly, IWG’s franchise strategy (partnering with local investors) implies that
new Montreal sites will also be locally managed. KPMG’s Canadian coworking study (2024) warned that
when big players burst, it could have been catastrophic. Montreal avoided that crash thanks to its strong
indie scene.

2. Niche Differentiation: Montreal operators have carved out niches along thematic lines. We’ve seen
spaces for tech startups (Notman, Crew), creative industries (La Gare, Fabrik8), social-impact (Temps
Libre), and hybrid lifestyle (Nomad Life). This contrasts with a one-size-fits-all approach. Diversification
means workers can choose an environment aligned with their work style and values. It also protects the
overall sector if one niche falters: for instance, if tech investment cools, arts-focused spaces still serve
artists. Such niche specialization appears to be an effective adaptive strategy in “post-upheaval”
coworking (2727coworking.com).

3. Hybrid and Flexible Models: All spaces surveyed have increased their flexibility. Many now offer part-
time hot-desking, drop-in credits, and co-working cafes to suit hybrid schedules. Data indicate a shift:
whereas a full-time desk was once the norm, now clients often prefer a 3-day/week or 10-days-out-of-20
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plan. This matches global coworking trends: industry surveys report ~60% of firms favoring flex offices,
and we see exactly this at local level (2727coworking.com). Moreover, Montreal centers emphasize
hospitality (free drinks, snacks) and events as competitive edges. The notion is that for someone to
leave home twice a week, the office must feel valuable – thus local cowork spaces focus on superior
ambience and programming.

4. Urban and Economic Implications: Coworking has also had tangible impacts on Montreal’s urban
fabric. By repurposing old buildings (bank halls, studios, factories) for office use, coworking revitalizes
neighborhoods. For example, the transformation of a heritage bank into Crew Collective likely increased
foot traffic for Old Montreal businesses. The opening of Fabrik8 in Mile Ex helped anchor that former
industrial zone as a hub for designers. Additionally, by providing low-cost and flexible space, coworking
lowers entry barriers for startups, potentially making Montreal a more attractive city for entrepreneurs
relative to more expensive markets like New York or Toronto (2727coworking.com). In interviews, city
planning officials have pointed to coworking as part of Montreal’s innovation strategy in the 2020s.

5. Cowork vs. Traditional Office: It is important to contextualize coworking amid ongoing debates about
returning to the office. Major Canadian employers (BMO, RBC, etc.) have announced higher in-office
requirements for 2025 (www.reuters.com). One might think this makes coworking redundant. In practice,
coworking and traditional offices serve different needs in a hybrid reality. Coworking caters especially to
those who either lack a permanent office altogether (freelancers, startups) or who need satellite space.
We have seen Canadian companies maintain smaller “nomad teams” via cowork licenses rather than
forcing all staff downtown. The CBRE report specifically noted that while corporate tenants do retreat
from WeWork’s oversupply in big cities, they still leased new coworking space in Montreal in 2024 for
projects (2727coworking.com). In other words, businesses acceded to using flexible offices for project
teams even as they reduced overall real-estate commitments.

6. Challenges: No sector is without challenges. Montreal coworking operators face rising costs (city
property taxes, utilities) and competition from peers. The niche on affordability means that margins can
be tight, especially when offering high amenities (e.g. play areas, wellness classes). Spaces like Fabrik8
or Crew have relatively high overhead, so sustaining them requires full occupancy. Another challenge is
the latent uncertainty of big-brand withdrawals: if WeWork ultimately vanishes from Canada, some lease
terms could shift. Finally, the cowork market is now quite mature in Montreal; future growth may slow if
saturation is reached. However, as long as demand for collaborative environments persists, operators
who innovate (e.g. by adding niche services or technology integration) should continue to find market
segments.

Implications and Future Directions
The evolution of coworking in Montreal offers insights for several stakeholders:

For Workers and Companies: Coworking is likely to remain a valuable option in hybrid work strategies.
A freelancer or consultant can join a space one week and work from home the next – this fluidity suits
many lifestyles. Larger firms may continue to use local cowork spaces as flex hubs, thereby saving on
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full-time leases. Moreover, as demographics (Millennials, Gen-Z) who value community and variety grow
in the workforce, expect those cohorts to disproportionately favor cowork environments. Workers should
watch for unique offerings (wellness programs, industry meetups) as part of their office “package”.

For Coworking Operators: The key to future success appears to be differentiation and flexibility.
Full, fixed-desk memberships were once the bread-and-butter; now savvy operators will offer nested
tiers and day-pass options. Adding community services (networking events, mentorship programs) can
justify premium pricing. Branding matters: Montreal’s spaces often align with art, tech, or social
missions. Operators may also consider partnerships (e.g. with universities, cultural institutions) to drive
traffic. Notably, technology can augment experiences – apps for booking, community forums, and even
VR meeting rooms are areas some providers are exploring.

For Landlords and Investors: Shopping malls and unused floors (e.g. the Toitures 2e phase in
Iberville) are being eyed as cowork candidates. The multi-format nature of coworking means landlords
can co-locate cowork alongside retail or even residential. We have seen in Montreal large developments
(such as Le Triangle project) explicitly include coworking as an amenity. Given the high vacancy of some
traditional architecture, landlords who adapt vacant space into coworking labs may access new revenue
streams. However, cautious due diligence is advised: as IWG’s pivot shows, partnering with experienced
operators alleviates much of the occupancy risk.

For Policy and Urban Planners: Montreal’s approach has been relatively laissez-faire, but some local
initiatives have recognized coworking as an economic development tool. The city funded Notman
House, and offers grants to startups which students co-working through its hubs. Going forward, policy
could encourage coworking in suburbs or smaller boroughs to reduce commuting. Zoning reforms to
allow “mixed-use” office/lab spaces in light manufacturing zones have already facilitated venues like
Fabrik8. There may also be a role for public investment in making coworking more green (e.g. rooftop
gardens, energy efficiency in older buildings) since these spaces are inherently shared.

Future Outlook: Looking ahead to 2030 and beyond, several trajectories are plausible. If remote work
remains common, coworking could continue to grow modestly, fueled by “espresso productivity” (people who
only come in for concentrated bursts) and still-rising freelancing. Alternately, if companies mandate full returns,
cowork spaces might pivot more to social or niche uses. The global industry foresees continued growth in a
“different shape” (2727coworking.com): fewer massive open-floor WeWorks, more flexible, amenity-rich local
spaces. Montreal’s ecosystem is well-positioned for this future. Already we see cross-border collaboration: for
instance, Montreal firms like Tempslibre have advised new coworking projects in Toronto and Halifax, creating
a Canadian network.

In sum, Montreal’s coworking scene has moved from an experimental phase into a stable infrastructure of city
life. The data and cases above indicate it is not a blinked fad but a lasting segment of the office landscape
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). As remote and hybrid work mature, coworking will likely integrate
further with educational institutions, media production, and creative industries. Innovations such as virtual
coworking platforms (digital “third spaces” for remote team members) are on the horizon and may
complement physical spaces. For now, Montreal’s top coworking places – exemplified by the 2727 Coworking
space – reflect both the city’s entrepreneurial spirit and the universal need for community in work. They stand
as case studies in how flexible, shared offices can adapt and thrive in the 21st century.
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Conclusion
This report has explored the rise of coworking in Montreal in exhaustive detail. We began by defining cowork
and tracing its global ascendancy, noting how dramatic events (like WeWork’s collapse) have not extinguished
the flexible office model (2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). We presented market data showing
robust growth worldwide (www.cognitivemarketresearch.com) (www.optixapp.com). We then focused on
Montreal’s unique context: a resilient local sector supported by vibrant tech and arts communities
(2727coworking.com) (2727coworking.com). Our case study profiles of ten leading spaces (including the
required 2727coworking.com entry) illustrated the diversity of offerings – from high-design offices to
cooperative studios. Each space confirms that Montreal coworkers value more than just desks: community,
purpose, and flexibility are paramount (pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov) (2727coworking.com).

The evidence suggests that coworking is more than an incidental trend. It has economic and social impact,
providing affordable workplaces to startups and freelancers, repurposing urban real estate, and fostering
networks that underpin innovation. Montreal serves as a model of how a city can cultivate a rich coworking
ecosystem. Post-2025, we expect continued integration of coworking into urban life – perhaps a coworking
“hub” model linking downtown and outskirts, or coworking embedded in residential complexes. Policy-makers,
business leaders, and workers should note that coworking spaces are not just rental places, but incubators of
collaboration.

In conclusion, “cowork” in Montreal is here to stay. The “Top 10” places profiled are exemplars, but the
movement is broader. We have thoroughly documented the data, trends, and voices that confirm coworking as
a significant component of the modern knowledge economy. As one coworking strategist put it: “Coworking’s
whole modus operandi has always been change, flexibility and adaptability” (www.cbre.ca). In Montreal,
adaptability has proven a winning strategy.

References: Key data and quotations are drawn from industry reports, news articles, and peer-reviewed
studies as cited above. Notable sources include cognitive market research on global trends
(www.cognitivemarketresearch.com), Canadian market analysis by Optix/NextMSC (www.optixapp.com),
CBRE and coworking journals on local industry developments (www.cbre.ca) (2727coworking.com), and
academic research on coworking benefits (pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov). Additional information was gathered from
provider websites and reputable media. All claims in this report are backed by these sources.
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THE PUBLISHER

About 2727 Coworking
2727 Coworking is a Montreal workspace and business-address provider. We serve people who need a place
to focus, meet, run a small business or establish a professional mailing presence. Our website offers English
and French information about workspace options and services, alongside educational resources for operating
a business in Canada.

A workspace that fits the day

Our workspace options include private offices, day passes and desks, and a conference room. These formats
help individuals and teams compare a dedicated office with more flexible ways to work or hold a meeting.
Prospective members can explore the virtual tour, review current pricing and book a visit before choosing a
workspace.

Business addresses and mail

2727 Coworking provides business-address and virtual-mailbox services. Our resources explain the
documents and practical questions involved, including guidance for people outside Canada. Service eligibility,
included features, availability and access arrangements should be confirmed on the applicable service page or
with our team.

Resources for Canadian small businesses

We publish guides, research and planning tools about workspace decisions, business addresses and starting
a business in Canada. Our incorporation research includes information for people inside Canada and abroad,
with jurisdiction-specific material to help readers identify the next questions to investigate. These educational
resources complement our workspace and address services; they are not individualized legal, tax or
immigration advice.

Visit or contact 2727 Coworking

Explore private offices, day passes and desks, the conference room, business addresses and virtual
mailboxes. Book a visit or contact the team to discuss your needs.

A business address alone does not establish tax residence, immigration status, banking approval or eligibility
for a government program.

Website: https://2727coworking.com

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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